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AD VERTISEMENT. 



When this Edition of the British 
Essayists was undertaken by the Pro- 
prietors, the office of Editor Was intended 
to be confined chiefly to the collation of 
^he several papers with the folio originals, 
or with the best editions in other forms. 
The many errors that had crept into the 
most valuable of these works, and had 
been copied from edition to edition with- 
out discovery and without disturbance, 
rendered this highly necessary; and it 
was a task, however laborious, which the 
Editor will remember, nxatk ^^Jea^rirtf;: 5? W 
«hall be found that KiS^dt^iign ha/bjeen ac-' 
complishedin any con^deraolej^^^e^sure. 
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11 ADVERTISEMENT. 

— He was led, however, to suggest, whait 
the Proprietors readily acceded to, that 
this Edition should be distinguished by 
some account of the history of each work, 
and of the lives of. such of the writers aai 
were less gerieraHy k^ribwrii in the form 
of Preface. For the plan, therefore, as 
well as the execution of this, he is solely 
accountable, and has little to advance in 
defence of his attempt, or in extenuation 
of the errors that may be discovered, but 
the plea, that the tirpes he could spare 
from the collation of the papers, and the 
correction of the press, were short and 
irregular, and that the materials of these 
Prefaces were to be sought in a variety of 
volumes and records, which it may pro- 
bably be thought he has not been able to 
arrange, in the happiest manner. A foun- 
•jdatioa, •'howeyer,.at is presumed, is laid 
"for ^fariire investigation ; and some articles 
of litej'ar^K-frisf^ufy have been recovered 
whijsli^'a^e qiiriaus' 4nd interesting. 
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In tracing these, the Editor begs leave 
to acknowledge with respect and gratitude 
many valuable communications from va- 
rious literary friends, particularly from 
Mr. Nichols, Dr. Burney, Rev. G. 
Cambridge, Rev. John Warton, 
Samuel Rose, Esq. of Chancery Lane, 
Dr. Charles Coote, Mr. Duppa, and 
Isaac Reed, Esq. of Staple Inn, a gen- 
tleman who in questions of literary history 
was never consulted in vain. By such 
assistance it is hoped something has been 
done to revive the attention of the public 
to a species of writing peculiar and highly 
honourable to the genius of our nation, 
and which has so eminently contributed 
to its advancement in refined taste and 
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decorous manners. 
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HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL 



PREFACE 



TO 



THE TATLER, 



J. HE commencement of the Eighteenth Cen-* 
tury was distinguished by the appearance of a 
class of writers so eminent for wit, elegance, and 
taste, that the period in which they flourished 
has, almost by universal consent, been recorded 
as the Augustan age of English literature ; criti- 
cism, however, has since endeavoured to ex- 
plode a term which, while it consigned the past 
to oblivion, might check the hope of future 
improvement: yet if we fairly estimate the 
writings of the principal ornaments of that 
time, we must at least allow that they formed 
a combination which has not often graced the 
annals of literature, and that they have be- 
stowed upon the world labours whose intrinsic 
worth must be great, since they have outlived 
many revolutions of taste, and have attained 
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unrivalled popularity and classic fame, while 
hundreds, their contemporaries, successors, and 
imitators, have perished, with the accidents, 
or caprice, or fashion, which procured them 
any share of public attention. 

To this pre-eminence the writers whose 
works are. now before us, seem iusdy entitled 
from the importance of the task they under- 
took, and the manner in which they executed 
what has seldom been attempted but with a 
repulsive and unaccommodating sternness. The 
more serious duties of religion had not been 
iieorlected bv those who wrote to reform the 
age; but for common life and manners, no 
precepts were laid down, except what were 
too general or too precise. The instructions 
contained in the systematic writers on morality, 
were not devoid of force, or argument; but 
their style was unpolished, and with the gay 
and idle their tediousness was ill-calculated to 
agree. Abuses crept in, which were beneath 
the attention of the pulpit, or the bar. Public 
amusements, which are not indifferent to the 
manners of a nation, were encumbered with ab- 
surdities, which impeded their usefulness even 
as vehicles of mere entertainment. Though 
purified from much of their licentiousness by 
the indefatigable zeal of Collier, they were 
not yet rational ; and beyond the waste of an 
hour, which to the idle is certainly of ^reat 
importance, their influence was unperceived. 
Foreign fopperies, ignorance, and indecorous 
affectations had introduced many improprieties 
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into public and private life, for which no re- 
medy was provided in the funds of general in- 
struction, and which consequently prevailed 
with impunity until the appearance of the Es- 
sayists, who, struck with the necessity of sup- 
plying the lesser wants of society, determined 
to subdivide instruction into such portions as 
might suit those temporary demands, and ca- 
suad exigencies, which were overlooked by 
graver writers, and more bulky theorists : or, 
m the language of Addison, '^ to bring philo- 
sophy out of closets and libraries, schools and 
colleges, to dwell in clubs and assemblies, at 
tea-tables, and in coffee-houses." 

Of the origin of this species of writing Dr. 
Johnson has given a sketch which it were to 
be wished he had illustrated by research. Yet 
though written in advanced life, when inquiry 
became irksome, it is too highly valuable for 
elegance of diction, and justice of criticism, to 
be omitted in this place. 

** To teach the minuter decencies and in- 
ferior duties, to regulate the practice of daily 
conversation, to correct those depravities which 
are rather ridiculous than criminal, and re- 
move those grievances, which, if they pro- 
duce no lasting calamities, impress hourly vex- 
ation, was first attempted by Casa, in his 
book of Manners, and Castiglione in his Cour- 
tier ; two books yet celebrated in Italy for pu- 
rity and elegance, and which, if they are now 
less read, are neglected only because they have 
effected that reformation which their authors 
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intended, and their precepts now are no longer 
wanted. Their usefulness to the age in which 
they were written is sufficiently attested by the 
translations which almost all the nations of Eu- 
rope were in haste to oliitain. 

*' This species of instruction was continued, 
and, perhaps, advanced by the Freqch : among 
whom La Bruyere's Manners of the Age, 
though, as Boileau remarked, it is written with- 
out connection, certainly deserves great praise, 
for liveUness of description, andjustness of ob- 
servation. 

*' Before the Tatler and Spectator, if 
the writers for the theatre are excepted, Eng- 
land had no masters of common life. No wri« 
tors had yet undertaken to reform either the 
savageness of neglect, or the impertinence of 
civility ; to show when to speaK, or to be si- 
lent ; how to refuse, or how to comply. We 
had many books to teach us our more impor- 
tant duties, and to settle opinions in philoso- 
phy or politics : but an Arbiter elega?itiarum, 
a judge of propriety, was yet wanting, who 
sliould survey the track of daily conversation, 
and free it firom thorns and prickles, which 
tcaze the passer, though they do not wound 
him. 

" For this purpose nothing is so proper as 
the freouent publication of short papers, which 
we read not as study, but amusement. If the 
subject be slight, the treatise likewise is short. 
The busy may tioji time, and the idle may find 
patience. 
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*' This mode of conveying cheap and easy 
knowledge began among us m the civil war, 
whet! it was much the interest of eitlier party 
to raise and fix the prejudices of the people. 
At that time appeared MercuriusAvlicus, Mer- 
curias JtusttaiSy and Mercurius Ctvicns. It is 
said, that when any title grew popular, it was 
stolen by the antagonist, who by this strata- 
gem conveyed his notions to those who would, 
not have received him, had he not worn the 
appearance of a friend. The tumult of those 
unhappy days left scarcely any man leisure to 
treasure up occasional compositions; and so 
much were they- neglected, that a complete 
collection is no where to be found. 

** These Mercuries were succeeded by L* 
Estrange's Observator, and that by Les- 
ley's Rehearsal, and perhaps by others : but 
hitherto nothing had been conveyed to the 
people, in this commodious manner, but con- 
troversy relating to the church or state: of 
which they taught many to talk, whom they 
could not teach to judge. 

** It has been suggested that the Royal So- 
ciety was instituted soon after the Restoration, 
to cuvert the attention of the people from pub- 
lic discontent. The Tatler and Spectator 
had the same tendency : they were published 
at a time when two parties, loud, restless, and 
violent, each with plausible declarations, and 
each perhaps without any distinct termination 
of its views, were agitating the nation ; to 
minds heated with political contest^ they sup- 
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plied cooler and more inoffensive reflections ; 
and it is said by Addison, in a subsequent 
work, that they had a perceptible influence 
upon the conversation of that time, and taught 
the frolic and the gay to unite merriment with 
decency ; an efiect which they can never wholly 
lose, while they continue to be among the first 
books by which both sexes are initiated in the 
elegances of knowledge *." 

In this sketch, we may observe, that the 
praise of original design is still reserved for 
the author of the Tatler. If Casa and Cas- 
tiglione were allowed to be exceptions, we 
might add to the number by reciting th^ titles 
of many works published in England, for the 
regulation of manners : among these Peacham, 
Braithwaite, and Sir Francis Vere, were 
writers of no inconsiderable fame. Essajdsts 
on general subjects were more numerous: 
Feltham's Resolves was a very popular 
book, and has more merit than will be allowed 
by those who are anxious rather to be pleased, 
than to be instructed ; and it would be unpar- 
donable to omit the Essays of Lord Bacon, 
** which for sound philosophy and accurate 
observation, have not been exceeded, nor per- 
haps equalled t«" Translations were also pub- 
lished from Montaigne, and other foreign au- 
thors ; but still no attempt had been made on 
the plan of the periodical Essay. 

* JoBMsoir'f Life of Apduok* 

t BtATTIS* 
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With respect to the theatre, much good 
could certainly not be expected from it* Per- 
haps in its nature,' it is not a direct source of 
instruction. It reflects, but does not pre* 
scribe manners; it represents, but does not 
invent. Common life and manners are un- 
questionably the materials upon which a dra* 
matic writer is to exercise his wit ; but the 
stage has never been considered as a master of 
common life, or as editing, the laws of man- 
ners. It has seldom succeeded even in correct- 
ing what is amiss, although by flattering the 
depraved taste or morals of certain periods, it 
has often made bad worse. During the reign 
of Charles II. and James II. the stage was 
in all respects so licentious that the comedies 
then represented are now declared unfit to be 
read ; and Dr. Johnson has acknowledged, 
when speaking of certainly not the worst dra- 
matic writer of his age, " that the perusal of 
bis works will make no man better ; and that 
their ultimate effect is to represent pleasure in 
alliance with vice, and to relax those obliga- 
tions by which life ought to be regulated *.'* 

If it was the purpose of the first Essayists 
to detach the public from political controversy, 
aiid to direct their attention to subjects that, 
like those of Lord Verulam, " came home to 
men^s business and bosoms,^' a most extensive 
field lay before them, for the cultivation of 
which little provision had been made by pre* 
ceding authors. There were innumerable 

« JOHXipfl'l Life of CoKOMVt* 
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topics^ which, though of great importance 
promoting the regularity of social life, ai 
the happinesi» of the domestic relations, h 
been but slightly touched by any of the teac 
ers of wisdom. The weightier morals and t 
Christian virtues, the grosser vices and c 
pravitics, were indeed sufficiently consider 
in tlic public discourses of our F.nglish Divint 
which form a body of religious and moral i 
struction, such as no other nation can hope 
rival ; but the freaks and vagaries of fashion 
operating upon various tempers, and creati 
many varieties of character, and many mod 
cations^ of absurdity, whatever influence th 
might have upon society, were excluded fr< 
a place where nothing can intrude but what 
capable of grave discussion. Seneca, aiu 
few more modern writers, had given the woj 
their thougnts on such subjects, as they pi 
sented themselves, in the nations to whicn th 
wrote : but at this time, no nation on eai 
was so happily favourable to the genius of t 
PERIODICAL Essayists as our own: and it 
the peculiarity of our political constituti 
and manners, which has enabled the Engl 
to miaintain a preference in this species of co: 
position, to wnich foreign writers have hith( 
to aspired in vain. ^ 

No man can make a just estimate of the lit 
rature of any country who does not take ir 

* '* Too trivial for the chastliement of the law, and too f 
tMtical for th» cognisance of the pulpit/' Spec. K® 34, ooc 
the purest fpednMiii of Addisonian bamonr. 
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i consideration its political government, and 
5 advantages or obstructions which that may 
2sent to its writers. If our Essayists have 
celled in humour, they owe their means and 
nr opportunities to circumstances that are 
t known in other countries — to the freedom 
our constitution, which interferes with no 
m's peculiarities of acting or thinking, while 
iy do not injure his neighbour — ^to the vast 
tension of commerce, which has created a 
w race of men, more independent of set 
rms and modes than any other class of the 
mnrnnity, and productive of that infinite 
jrreiky of character, of w^hich a writer of hu- 
our knows how to avail liimself, and which 
I Cclnnot easily exhaust — to the forms of so- 
al intercourse, the growing relish for con- 
xsation, andmxconstrained interchange of sen- 
nents ; to a taste for dress, sometimes reason-^ 
de and sometimes capricious ; to theintermix- 
re of the sexes in all companies ; — and to the 
leration of wealth, whether acquired by la- 
mr or inheritance, on minds of strong or 
eak texture. All these circumstances afford 
numerous class of characters ; which, as they 
splay themselves openly, without fear and 
ithout shame, become the prey of the wit, 
id present him with such opportunities of 
ming improprieties and wrong notions into 
iicule, as no systematic study, or philosophic 
.1 contemplation could suggest. 
When the Essayists, whose works compose 
ese volumes, began to write, they found 

C2 



XX mSTORTCAL AWD 

tfiif \rirlc field ulnioNt entirely unoccupied* 
Their pn*cl(*(*(*iiftoni and tiM'ir contftinnoraricSy 
aft Dr. JoHNKON ha» ol»M*rv(Ml, meddled only 
with politiekH *, wliieli, m thty diftcuMcd 
them, requirt*d neither wit nor learning. FJc- 
ganee of Htyle wai but litrle known in any 
prom* c(mipoNitionfi ; and wit, confined chiefly 
%o the HtM^e, wan aiMoeiated with the groHKCHt 
immorality. It wan left fgr Ateele and Ad- 
DmoN to re»cue thoM4*. valuable accomplish* 
mentM from obHcurity or alniM*, and to unita 
wit, learninji, and elc^gant Hentimentu, in tlie 
fervicu of cn(U!rful piety, and decorous man- 
ners. 

In such an undertaking, the regulation of 
TXsfE became a principal ol>}ect. Kngbnd 
had not been unproductive, oi gcniun or the 
firKt claHH, for to IIomrr and Vikoil, tlie 
koaHt of (Greece and Rome, she could prondly 
join the names of Shakuvkarr and Mxltov; 

^ '< 1 muit confMf I tm tmntf J that tht prtii ihoM to 
otiljr Riadf iiM of ill thif Mftiy hjr Nfwf-wriuri| AitU ihc BMiloit 
of piriitf t ai if it wtrt not mora nJvrftiiAgfOii* to itiinliitidi Co 
b« iftitructfil In wiadom tiul virtue, than in politici s md to to 
m^tli |oo(l faihf rf, limlMnJti m\A font, thtn eoitfi«sllori tnA 
fCiKftm«n. HtJ (h« pttlh)aupti«n ancl grrtt inffn #f antlqtiiin 
%vho t<H;k fa much p»lni In ordfr u% tniirticc mankind, and 
Itavf tht world wlfl«r aiitl bfUtr than ilMy found li t h»d Uityi 
I »»rt befn iMHifHfd of tht »rt of printing ihtrt li no quoifiiHi 
bat chty would h>«vf matif lucli tn advantagt of it, in dtating 
out thfir IfC'urM to iho pablUk* Our comnnon printi would to 
of grtat u*f wcrf thfy thoi calculatad to diflUM good lonM 
thtouh tha hulk of « ptopl«, to ctaar up thiir und«r»(andlnm 
•nlmaio chtir mindi with virtoa, Uliiipattftht korrowi of a hoavf 
litMii. or unhand tlia mind frona lia more lavaia amploymaats 
With imiocaot smmtiMntf." Aoouow, Spec N* i%^ 
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hat hitherto few attempts had been made to 
icduce the common notions of taste to any- 
regular form. It is not easy, perhaps, to pre- 
scribe rules for critical acumen ; but it is cer- 
tain that the faculty of discerning and appre- 
ciating the beauties of nature or art may be 
assisted by a reference to the best models, and 
to the remarks of men of similar dispositions, 
and acknowledged sagacity. And, if, with 
philosophers, we determine that tlie compo- 
Bent parts of a good taste, are, a lively imagin- 
ation, a clear and distinct apprehension of ob- 
jects, a quick perception, sensibility, and 
judgement, it cannot be denied that Steele, 
in a considerable degree, and Addison in a 
Tciy high degree, were qualified to correct 
tlic opinions of the public, in matters of that 
lind. On these principles their criticisms 
are generally founded ; while their actjuaint- 
ance with the Greek and Roman classics fur- 
nished them with apt allusions and proofs, and 
enabled them, without tlie folly of presump- 
tion, or the harshness of pedantry, to refine 
the taste of a people to whom the elegancies of 
literature had not yet become familiar, and 
irbose authors had seldom studied correctness, 
and not always perspicuity. If it be true also 
that a good taste requires purity of moral and 
religious principle, and in few instances, I 
believe, have they ever been found far apart, 
it cannot be denied that the most celebrate^d of 
our OsAYisTs united these qualities in no 
common degree. 

ti 3 
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To such attentive observers of human 
nature, the passions would prove a rich 
source of remark, both serious and hu- 
morous. The varieties of the passions, in* 
deed, compose a fund for the Essayist wliich 
he must in vain hope to exhaust, as they shift 
their i'oruis and app<;arances with the revolu- 
tions of public manners, and habits of tliink* 
ing, or ratlier habits of acting without thought. 
Angkr iiloue may be sub-divided so as to af- 
ford an infinite variety of expression, from 
foible lo crime, many examples of which are 
happily illustrated in these volumes by charac- 
teristic sketches, and portraits, which, per* 
haps, appear not less natural for bciug some- 
times imaginary. 

Philosophers and divines had treated the 
passions with the method and gravity becom- 
ing their respective professions ; but they could 
not bring their j)recepts so closely home, as 
the KssAVisT, who follows his pupil into do- 
mestic privacy, catches him in the moment of 
error, shows him its consequences, and ad- 
ministers a cure adapted to the immediate ne- 
cessity. They could lay down the law re- 
specting tlie extremity of wrath, and the savage 
horrors of revenue ; and point out the danger 
of unrestrained tury to individuals and to so- 
ciety ; but tliey could not be expected to pour- 
tray tlie many little objects which excite it, 
weigh their importance in the scales of ridicule 
or common sense, and exhibit the varieties it 
assumes in the different classes of rich and 
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poor, learned and illiterate ; nor could they 
with becoming gravity exemplify the whim- 
sical effects of petulance and irritability, pro- 
yoked by trifles, exasperated by suUenness or 
contradiction, and appeased by flattery and 
servility. 

To treat of Love is the peculiar province 
of the Essayist *. That passion, although 
acknowledged to be the same in its eflfects, in 
all ages and conditions, has nevertheless been 
more regulated by custom in its address than 
any other that can be mentioned. Of this we 
need no more convincing proof, than what is 
afforded by one of its revolutions, when the 
age of chivalry and pure affection was suc- 
ceeded by that of settlements and pin-money ; 
when those pretensions which were founded 
on valorous acts, long perseverance, and a 
time of rigid trial and probiition, gave way to 
intrigues and plots, stratagems and elope- 
xnents, by which the lady was to be tricked 
out of her money, and the father compelled 
to surrender his consent.. Instead of being 
regulated by certain and almost invariable for- 
malities, courtships came to be practised, in 
a thousand various ways ; and the transfer of 
affections being subjected to cool calculation 
and expedience, soon partook of the fate of 
other bargains, and was sometimes a lucky hit, 

*■ What CowLir says of Poets, may be applied to Essay- 
ists; they ** are scarce thought freemen of their company with* 
<>oc paying some dntiet, or obliging themselves to be true to 
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and sometimes an unfortunate ^speculation^ 
Our Essayists would naturally avail them;- 
selves of incidents like this, which every day 

f)roduced, which were generally made pub- 
ic, and which afforded so happy a mixture^ 
of the serious and jocose, exhibited such a 
variety of characteristic foibles, so many traits 
of affectation, and such modifications of ava- 
rice, simplicity, skill and weakness, as da 
not appear in any other business of human liffe. 
Accordingly it will be found that a very great 
proportion of the papers before us, are de- 
voted to the service of the fair sex ; and it is 
not too much to assert, that they have diffused 
a knowledge and experience respecting the 
dangers and embarrassments of love, and a 
sense of propriety and decorum, the benefits 
of which are incalculable, and have left the 
objects of their instructions with no other plea 
for frailty, than that which wisdom itself can- 
not always resist, the violence of passion, or 
the vigour of temptation. 

Jealousy enters so deeply into every species 
of gallantry as to afford another very fertile 
source of humorous character and observation J" 
as well as of more grave and important discus- 
sion. When it has occupied a weak mind, or 
is unchecked by reflection , no passion leads to 
more serious evils, or has produced more 
varied scenes of domestic misery. The writers 
of tragedy and comedy have amply availed 
themselves of it, and there are few plots con« 
trived by the latter, without a mixture of this 
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passion producing humorous perplexities and 
involutions of incident, which never fail to 
ptease on the stage. 

Marriage has been Considered by our 
Essayists in every possible light. The va^ 
nous circHnastances * which constitute its hap- 
piness or misery are illustrated by examples 
sketched with singular humour and acknow- 
ledged fidelity ; and the operations of temper 
are di^layed in a variety of relations, which 
all who are acquainted with mankind will 
acknowledge to be common and without ex- 
aggeration. The dignity of the state is at the 
fame time vindicated from the sneers of Hber- 
tines by fair argument and pathetic represen- 
tation! ^ well as by powerful ridicule ; and 
tlie miseries of illicit connexions are displayed 
irith a force of conviction to which none can 
be insensible, but whose corrupted habits have 
placed them beyond all warning, and all in- 
struction. So attentive have our authors been 
to the various circumstances which affect the 
ha{^iness of the married state, and so copious 
their examples and authorities, that per- 



♦ JoHiisoify in speakinf^ of the objects of " Pope's Rape 
•fthc Lock/' aod Boileau's '* Lutrin," has afentimenty which 
I hop* f shall be excused for transcribing. ** The frtak^^ and 
hw m oa ts, and spleen, and vanity of women, as tl>ey emhroit 
feniliet in discord, and fill houses with dirq\iiet, do m mc io 
•bstrucc the happiness of life in a year than the nmbition of tiie 
clergy in many centuries. It has been well observed, that the 
Misery of nnan proceeds not from any single crush of over» 
%lielminf eYilf but from srnaU vexations coniiuoally re* 
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haps few cases can be mentioned in raorj 
cent times, and under the prcvalenc 
altered modes of thinking and acting, 
whicii a precedent may not be found in 
volumes. 

Tlie influence of Friendship upon the 
of society presents us with anotner seri 
characters and remarks, of great impor 
to those wIjo arc entering into life, and 
are more liable to mistakes iii forming 
connexions, than to any other of the e\ 
inexperience. Its nature and propertie 
accordingly frequently discussed, and tl: 
rious kinds of pretended attachments, 
disguised selfishness, traced to their sc 
and exposed to contempt or ridicule, 
instructions supply a very necessary bran 
that ** knowledge of the world" which 
nerally purchased at a much higher exp 
and which men of loose principles thin 
never be acquired without an associatioi 
the idle and the profligate, and a propo 
ate sacrifice of time and character. Thi 
ject, however, has certainly been ! 
understood since the appearance of 
works. The world is taught to distil 
between the attachments of real frier 
and the many disguises which pass b 
name. We now find fewer instances t 
mantie friendship, of unreasonable ex] 
tions from beings fallible and various ir 
per, or of those ill-founded hopes 
meeting with disappointment, introdi 
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^ics of misanthrop}', and a dislike of life, 
n»rely because life cannot give more than it 
yas intended to give. It must be confessed 
fedeed that modern novels, a species of com- 
position unknown to our Essayists, have pro- 
«i»ced affectations of feeling and saisibilitij that 
still require the chastisement of an humorous 
pen : but they are seldom of long duration, 
and, like other kinds of vanity, disappear 
^hcn they fail in attracting notice. AH aflec- 
tation is made for show ; and is something in 
die drawing-room or the park, but nothing in 
the closet. 

Before the appearance of the Essayists, few 
Bioral writers had penetrated into domestic? 
CIRCLES, but contented themselves with gene- 
^ dissuasives from the encouragement of the 
^levolent passions. Pride, envy, and re- 
venge, were justly exposed, as pernicious to 
?Jan and offensive to tlie Deity. But these 
^'^structors, as we have already observed in 
^^4er cases, frequently failed to produce 
^endment, by being too general, and their 
^orks were not probably in many hands. The 
distribution of popular instruction, at stated 
^naes and at easy rates, is that which distin- 
Ruished the Essayists from all other writers, 
^hich enabled them to go along with the age, 
*^cl afforded them opportunities to simplify 
-'^eir subjects to the meanest comprehension, 
^{^y also selected specific cases and applied 
•^^^m ** to the business and bosoms" or their 
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readers, and sliewed, by apt examples 
how many cases, envy^ pride, and reve 
appear in the disguise of emulation, digi 
and justice. No general declamation c 
familiarize these truths to common minds, 
was necessary to follow the reader to his cl 
his counting-house, his family, and eve 
the pew and the altar. In such a ra 
topics of ridicule could never be wantin 
men of such pregnant wit and turn for o! 
vation as the authors of the Tatler 
Spectator ; and it will be found that 
crimes or whims of pride, envy, and rev€ 
occupy no inconsiderable part of their 1 
brations, and afford some of the most stri 
displays of humour. 

Connected with revenge, are the va 
phenomena of courage and cowardice, 
qualities which, on certain occasions, 
one of the grand divisions of mankind, 
which are in general so mixed and shad 
to require great accuracy of distinction, 
separating the merits of true courage fror 
glare of the false, and in recommending 
only useful valour which gives a daring t( 
mind in defiance of the custom of the w 
and the contempt of fools, our Essayists 
earned their best fame. If the custom oi 
world is in many cases still too powerful, 
at least without excuse. Men may be f 
pitated into crimes by a false notion ot hor 
put they do not affect to be without rem 
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and have seldom insulted public decency by 
apologies or vindications *. 

In surveying the manners of domestic life, 
a very copious fund of ridicule is derived from 
observing the various effects of a taste for 
EXPENSE and SHOW, arising from a compliance, 
rather voluntary than required, with the man- 
dates of fashion. This naturally induces the 
consideration of dress, furniture, equipage, 
and the luxuries of the table ; subjects which 
do not court privacy, but obtrude themselves 
with proud ostentation, and are therefore 
among the fairest game of the literary sports- 
man. At the commencement of the last cen- 
tury the distinction of ranks, it is believed, 
was more strictly observed than it has 
been since. The man of title or fortune, and 
the citizen, were characters essentially dif- 
ferent : there was indeed scarcely any point of 
resemblance. In the one appeared state, 
splendour, show, and notions rather gay and 
loose ; in the other, oeconomy, snugness, in- 
tegrity, and some prejudices of pretty high 
antiquity. When, however, successful com- 
merce afforded the latter the means, there 
800U appeared an affected imitation of the 
manners and expenses of the great : and such 
imitations could not fail to be ludicrous as 
well as pernicious, but they were not to be 

* The papers on duelling in the Tatlbk. were written hy 
Stielb, whose thoiif^hts arc said to have been turned towards 
that suhjec in early life, when he was involved in a duel witl^ 
a brother officer^ See Tatlbr. No. 23, cr. oct. and nptcs. 

d 
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attacked only by serious argument. They 
Avere not always worthy of it, and it is per- 
haps as wholesome to shew a man that he is 
vain, as to prove tliat vanity is a great folly. 
During the progress of this change in man- 
ners, if an expense was • fashionable, that 
sanction was sufficient, and the splendour anc^ 
style of a suite of rooms were attempted ii^ 
conlined parlours and closets ; entertamments 
in miniatiu'e were sfiven in such carrier^ 
obscurce to persons who would only laugh at 
the folly of the host ; while the youth of both 
sexes began to be trained up with notions of 
high life, which by destroying industry and 
perverting the use of wealth, soon left them 
m a motley beggary w^ith an outside show 
neither splendid or squalid. Yet these exam* 
pies of ** high life below stairs" were not 
perhaps so frequent in the days of Steele 
and Addison as they have become in our! 
time, in which a different state of society has 
shown how very prolific pride and vanity are 
in grotesque appearances and expensive ano- 
malies : still they occurred with frequency 
sufficient to affora those wits opportunities o^ 
exposing them to just ridicule, as well as 
of pointing out the more fatal effects of step- 
ping out of the rank in which education and 
circumstances have placed us. 

Gaming in all its varieties had attained, in 
the days of the Tatler, a perftcticni^ if we 
may so term it, not inferior to what so emi- 
nently distinguishes and dishonours the pre- 
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sent times. The mischiefs arising from this 
vice alone are acknowleged greatly to cxce(^d 
\rliat can be attributed, to any other cause. 
Yet the young of all ranks are early initiated 
in the science of play, and with no other 
check than a hope, sometimes casualty ex- 
pressed, that what is intended for amusement 
may not become their more serious study *. 
Perhaps one of the most fatal effects which 
gaming, even in its least degrees, has pro- 
duced on the public mind, is the distinction 
made between honour and honesty, and the 
consequent opinion that a debt contracted at 
the card-table is more obligatory than one 
contracted in trade. Few principles will ap- 
pear more detestable than this, if it be fairly 
examined ; and the man of honour, who has 
no other claim to the title than what arises 
from his punctual observation of such a. pre- 
cept, ought not to complain if that too be 
taken from him by the verdict of religion, law, 
and intetjritv. 

Many of theTAXLERs were very laudably em- 
ployed in detecting the arts of gamblers and shar- 
kers; some at least of whom were real and well- 
tnown characters. In this Steele acted wise- 
ly, in his character of Censor Morum, and 
performed a duty which, we are told, was not 
always unattended with personal danger. Cha- 

♦ When Plato reproved a young man for f>Iaying at dice. 
" What ! for such a trifle of montfy ?" << Custom/' answerei 
Plati., « is no trifle," 

d2 
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racters like these are at all times the legitimate 
objects of satire ; but to what extent it is 
really useful to expose them, cannot be so 
easily ascertained. No character is considered 
so impious, or immoral, as that of him who 
studies to accumulate the unavoidable miseries 
of life, to precipitate adversity, and bring on 
immature despair. Yet men who have thus 
hardened their hearts against all moral prin- 
ciple, who despise the laws of all ciTilized 
nations, and are the common robbers of the 
young and unsuspecting, men who know 
themselves to be proscribed, and glory in an 
exemption which leaves them unrestrained by 
sliame or pride, may be supposed beyond the 
reach of wit or argument. To the world, 
however, it is still necessary that they should 
be exposed in their full depravity. Ptidicule 
will not perhaps reform the vicious ; but it 
may strengthen the principles of the virtuous, 
by affording a mode of defence suited to the 
gaiety and spirit of conversation. It is not 
what a teacner would begin with ; biit it is 
what he may superadd to more serious coun- 
sels. Those who have been convinced of the 
turpitude of vice, may be safely shown its 
absurdity. 

With respect to the female sex, the conse- 
quences of a passion for play are almost too', 
shocking for contemplation : here, indeed, 
ridicule seems frequently out of place ; for 
who can survey with gaiety of humour, the 
ruins of beauty and innocence ? the charms of 
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feature lost in the fiend-like distortions of dis- 
appointed avarice, or successful fraud ? Still 
there are gradations even in this vice, which 
may admit of being treated less seriously ; and 
in the course of these volumes, the humours 
of a card-table have furnished some excellent 
papei's of the lighter sort. But upon the 
whole we must allow with Dr. Johnson that, 
with respect to a great proportion of the 
fashionable world, '* the fatal passion for 
cards and dice seems to have overturned, not 
only the ambition of excellence, but the de- 
sire of pleasure ; to have extinguished the 
flames ot the lover as well as of the patriot ; 
and threatens, in its further progress, to de- 
stroy all distinctions, both of rank and sex, to 
crush all emulation but that of fraud." 

Such are a few of the leading topics which 
have engaged the attention of the Essayists ; 
but in examining these papers, it will be 
found that no subject connected with the" gene- 
ral good of mankind is left untouched ; and 
that they liave succeeded in conveying that 
"knowledge of the world," which is esteemed 
by many an indispensable accomplishment, by 
means less noxious than what arc usually em- 
ployed. The effect however of this new spe- 
cies of popular instruction on the manners of 
the age, would have been very inconsiderable, 
and tne authors could have inculcated neither 
the moral virtues nor the social obligations 
with the success they have experienced, had 
tiiey trusted merely to the powers of wit and 

d3 
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humour, and disregarded the more irtxport 
consideration, tliat errors in manners i/re ^:j 
far removed from degeneracy in morals, ^^-^ 
that there is no substantial foundation for t:| 
utihty of the one, or the integrit}^ of the otU^ 
but in the principles of the pure religion of ^^^ 
ancestors — a religion, beyond all controvenvf;; 
more admirably adapted than any human in- 
stitution can boast, to direct us in every duty 
of life and in every dispensation of providence. 
Of this solid and only source of real happiness, 
it does not appear that our authors ever losi 
sight. When they had allured public atten- 
tion by sprightliness of address and familiaritj 
of intercourse, they endeavoured to lead th« 
young and frivolous by insensible gradation 
and gentle persuasion, to connect the k»sse 
with the greater obligations, and to secure ai 
interest in That Favour which alone cai 
alleviate the calamities of hfe and the terror 
of death. Without invading the province c 
more serious instructors, they would not dc 
grade their writings to the rank of mei 
amusement, but watched every opportunit 
and fortunate moment, the mollissnna fam 
tempora, when the mind was prepared to n 
ceive a timely caution, or encourage a m< 
mentous consideration. Some papei*s are e. 
pressly devoted to religious subjects ; and 
others the precepts ot inspiration are intr 
duced in tnat easy and unobtrusive nianne 
which appears opportune and affectionate, dji 
has commanded, we hope, more than a temp 
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rary veneration. To this, the highest praise 
that can be bestowed, the earlier Essayists 
are justly entitled ; and it is most probable 
that by thus uniting the serious and the gay 
part of mankind in their favour, they secured 
that popularity which tlicy have so long en- 
joyed, and which no revolutions in taste, style, 
or opinions, havej^et interrupted. 

Ot the works written upon this plun, the 
first in point of time, and that which prescribed 
a form to all the others, is the Tatler. The 
design of this work belongs exclusively to Sir 
Richard Steele, concerning whom it may 
be necessary to collect what information is 
upon record. It is to be regretted that our 
materials are but scanty : there are periods of 
Steele's life witli which it .would be desirable 
to be better acquainted ; but the envy which 
his talents created during his life appears in 
some degree to have pursued him in the grave, 
and much information is lost which his sur- 
viving contemporaries did not think worth 
preserving. The fullest account is that given 
in the Biograpliia Britannica, but it is .in 
jnany instances inaccurate and defective ; and 
until the publication of the Tatler in six 
•volumes crown octavo in 1786, and the sub- 
sequent publication of Steele's Letters by 
Mr. Nichols, nothing was attempted in jus- 
tice to the memory of a man to whom the 
world is so eminently indebted. 

Richard Steele was bgrn in Dublin, in 
1671. His father, who had been for some 
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time private secretary to James the first Duke 
of Ormond, was of English extraction, and 
sent his son, then very young, to London, 
where he was placed in the Charter-house by 
the Duke, who was one of the governors of 
that seminary. From thence he was removed 
to Merton College, Oxford, and admitted a 
Post-master in 1691. Of his father we have 
no farther information, except that he died 
when his son was not quite five years of age*. 

While at college Mr. Steele is said to have 
amused himself by writing a comedy, which a 
fellow collegian advised him to suppress, as 
unworthy of his genius. After pursuing his 
studies for some time, he left the University 
without a degree, and indulged an early pre- 
possession for a military life, by entering as a 
private gentleman in the horse-guards. This 
step was taken against the opinion of his 
friends, and is said to have deprived him of 
the succession to his Irish estate ; whether this 
was occasioned by the terms of his father's 
will, or any other reason which rendered the 
profession of a soldier a disqualification to in- 
herit, we are not told. His conduct, how^ 
ever, soon procured him the post of Ensign. 

During this period of his life, in which he 
"was probably forsaken by those friends who 
had opposed his entering into the army, he 
fell into the company of gay and unthinking 
young men, to whose principles and example 
ne yielded, rather from easiness of temper 

* TaUcr, N» i8i. 
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than depravity, but in whose follies and vicea 
he participated with a freedom for which his 
eoiisoicnce frequently reproached him. To 
counteract the force of temptations thus con- 
tinually presenting themselves, he had re- 
course to a very singular expedient. He tells 
us, that, " being thorougldy convinced of 
many things which he often repented and as 
often rejMjated, he wrote, for his own private 
use, a little book, called ** The Christian He- 
ro," with a design principally to fix upon his 
mind a strong impression of virtue and reli- 
gion, in opposition to a stronger propensity 
to unwarrantable pleasures." 

In this he appears to have followed, I know 
«ot whether intentionally, the example of the 
Puritans, in their forms of personal covenant^ 
ingy a practice not uncommon in more mo- 
dern times with the pious of. a certain class, 
but for which the authority has been thought 
doubtful, and which in many cases will prove 
dangerous. A great judge of the human heart 
has well observed, that *' a man who proposes 
schemes of life in a state of abstraction and 
disengagement, exempt from the enticements 
of hope, the solicitations of affection, the im- 
portunities of appetite, or the depressions of 
fear, is in the same state with him that teaches 
upon land the art of navigation, to whom the 
sea is always smooth, and the wind always 
prosperous *. 

« Rambler, K<» 14. Dinram, the poet, was another in« 
tt nee of a mao attefuptins to write himself out of his follies* 
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Steele soon discovered at least one ijiisi- 
take in this experiment ; he discovered that 
the support of this little book was too weak, 
while his engagement to be virtuous was vo- 
linitary and unknown. To render it more 
binding, he reprinted the book with liis name, 
and endeavoured to live as well as he wrote, 
appealing boldly to the world for the consist- 
ency of his principles and practice. But this, 
we are told, bad no other good effect than that, 
from being thought a pleasant companion, he 
was reckoned a disagreeable fellow. '* One or 
two of his companions thought fit to misuse 
him, and try their valour upon him, and every 
body measured the least levity in his words 
and actions with the character of a Christian 
ilero." 

This little work was printed in 1701 , with a 
dedication to Lord Cutts, who had not only 
appointed him his private secretary, but pro- 
cured for him a comi)any in Lord Lucas's regi- 
ment of fuzileers. It consists chiefly of a re- 
view of the characters of some celebrated hea- 
thens, contrasted with the life and prince i pies 
of our blessed Saviour, and of St. Paul, from 
which it is his object to prove, that none of the 
heroic virtues, or ** true greatness of mind," 
can be maintained, unless upon Christian prin- 
ciples. The language is far from being regu- 
lar, and, perhaps, he may seem deticient in 

To show that he repented and was reclaimed from gaming, ha 
publi.'hed anE^say on that vice} but a few years proved ttuK 
he was not reclaimed, and bad again to repent. 
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powers of argument : but his address has much 
of that honest zeal and afTection which comes 
from the heart. It has been often reprinted 
and circulated among the middling class of 
readers, and in liis own time probably re- 
dounded more to his honour as an author, than 
to his advantage as a man ; for he informs us^ 
that the rebuffs he met with, instead of en- 
couragements for his declarations in regard to 
religion, laid him under a necessity of en- 
livening his character ; and with this view, he 
wrote his first play, called ** The Funeral, or 
Grief Alambde," which was very successfully 
performed tlie same year, and is yet a favourite 
with the public. This play is said to have 
procured nim the regard of King William, 
who intended to have bestowed some mark of 
favour upon him, which the death of that 
monarch prevented. By the friendship, how- 
ever, of Lord Halifax, and of the Earl of 
Sunderland, to whom he had been recom- 
mended by Addison, he was, in the begin- 
ning of Queen A-nne's reign, appointed Ga- 
zetteer. Addison is said also to have as- 
sisted him in the comedy of the " Tender Hus- 
band, or the Accomplished Fools," which was 
acted with great success in 1704. The friend- 
ship between these two illustrious characters 
commenced when they were school-fellows at 
the Cliarter-house. ** I remember," says 
Steele, ** when I finished the '^ Tender Hus- 
baud," 1 told him (Addison) there was nothing 
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I Hti tt'iidrrly wislird, uh timt wi* ii»l;^li(y MOinif- 
timc or (ithrr, piibliHli a work wrifini by un 
botli, wliif-li hIioiiKI Ix'ur tlir iiami* ciftlH: Mfv 
jfUAfr.NT, ill riit;iiiory of otir trHmdHliip */* 

IliM fM'xt play wan " Tlic Kyin^r f^ovirr," 
which he ti-IU ii«i, ** was damiiod for iu pivty ;** 
a fair which it clfMfi not ap|M*ar to Avsm'Tvc on 
that, nranv other accoiiiit mon* withiii tlie 
province of a (lr:iin:iti(: tribunal. I'bcre ti 
grcnt rr^nlarity in the fabh* of all hJH play>i, 
and the chanuterH an* well skeUrhcd and pre- 
•iMved ; but in the dialogue he in KonattinM'a 
fedioiiH, He wantn the (|iiick rf*j)arU?f! of f*0N- 
(;Ki.vr, and thou^di poHsesMrd of humour, falls 
into the Htvle rather of an oration than a drama* 
Much of that point which a|)|K?arH in bin Tat- 
LKRN niav lie disco ventd in Imh conic<iii!H. 

After the condemnation of thiM plav, he 

connnenced the TATrKK, on tlu; li^tli of April, 

J70!). IXiirini^ itn publication, in 1710, lie 

wan app«)iritco a couiniishioner of tla* Stamp 

l)ijties, v.'hich he retained after that ministry 

tvaH dismissed, by wlioNi* favour the place hail 

been ronfern'd. TheTATLRK waH aliiKM ini- 

inediiitely followed by the Spfctator and 

i'fXJAvntAN, In tli«' course of the Gi/aroian', 

lie be^riiti to tai.e a grciiter share in the politico 

of the duy, and eri[;«i;;(rd with coiiHiderable 

warmth a^JMiist the miniMry, though rather 

covertly : but at li:fi^tli resign injc hin place in 

the St.iinp Ofiice, ;ind a |M:n^ion which he had 

enjoyed as bcloii;;infr to the iiuusohuld of 

• %iw.. N" 555. 
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[MCE George of Denmark, he declared 
tn war against the ministers, by publishing the 
ARDIAN on the. demolition of Dunkirk, and 
er political tracts. On the dissolution of 
llament, he wais returned member for Stock- 
ige, in Hampshire ; but was expelled the 
lae a few days after he took his seat, for 
3rai seditious and scandalous libels. Im- 
liately after his expulsion, he issued pro« 
ak for writing the history of the Duke of 
RLBOROUGH, whosc character he always de- 
led, but this work was never executed. 
the same time he wrote ** The Spinster;" 
, in opposition to the Examiner, he be- 
, a paper entitled *' The Reader *.'* 
."'his contest was beneficial in the endl On 
death of the Queen, he was appointed Sur- 
or of the Royal Stables at Hampton Court, 
put into the commission of tlie peace for 
county of Middlesex; and having pro- 
b4 a licence for chief manager of the royal 
ipany of comedians, he easily obtained it 
te changed in the same year (1714) into a 
snt from his Majesty, appointing him go- 
lor of the said company during his life, 
to his executors, administrators, or assigns, 
the space of three years afterwards. He 
also chosen one of the representatives of 
oughbrigg, in Yorkshire, in the first par- 
lent of George I. who conferred the ho- 
r of knighthood upon him Aprils, 1715, 
lis presenting an address from the Lieu- 

* See Frefjioe totheGvASDiAK^ p. 37 wi 41* 

>L. I. e 
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tenancy of Middlesex and Westmiiister, Vhi^^l 
tvas his own composition. In August foUo^^^ 
ing, he received 500 1. from Sir Robeat W^^/ 
POLE, for special services*. Such hono^j/^ 
and emoluments encouraged him to triunipA 
over his opponents in several pamphlets writ- 
ten in this and the following year. In 1715, 
he was appointed one of the commissioners for 
inquiring into the estates forfeited by the late 
Tebellion in Scotland. This occasioned his 

) laying a visit to that kingdom, during which 
le conceived the hopeless project oi uniting 
England and Scotland in church, as well as 
state. While a member of this parliament, 
he voted for the repeal of the Tri^final Act, 
and of the occasional conformity and schism 
acts ; but opposed the Peerage Bill, not only 
-within doors but without, in a paper called 
*^ The Plebeian." 

With all the advantaMS above mentioned, 
Steel£ never practised ceconomy : and in 
1718 we find him endeavouring to relieve his 
necessities by the scheme of ** the Fishpool,'* 
and at the same time increasing them by a 
fruitless opposition to the measures of the 
court, by which he was deprived of his theatri-* 
cal patent. He then published ** The The- 
i^TRE," in periodical numbers, the first of 
which appeared on January 2, 1719-20. In 
2170, lie more laudably employed hi3 pea 

♦ See this affair, which was itran{ely miirepresented at the 
t'roe, faMy explained in Nichols's Life of SVeUted, pre&xed to 
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Itgwifit tlie mischievous South-Sea sclieme; 
and next year he was restored to his office and 
authority in the play-house in Drury-Iane* 
Here he produced his celebrated comedy " The 
Conscious Lovers," which was acted with 
great success and advantage to the author. 
T he Kin^y to whom the play was dedicated^ 
presented him with the munificent gift of 500l« 
Vet soon after he was again reduced to pover* 
ty, and obliged to sell his share in the theatre, 
and was cast in an action which he commenced 
against the managers, in 1726. He is now- 
said to liave been attacked by a paralytic dis* 
order*, which ^eatly impaired his under- 
standing; and m this melancholy state ha 
was removed to Carmarthen, where he died 
Sept. 1, 1729, and was privately interred^ 
according to his own desire, in the town chan- 
cel on the 4th of the same month. 

His first wife was a lady of Barbadoes, by 
whom he acquired a valuable plantation. Slie 
died a few months after their marriage, ;but 
of her name, character, or the time of her 

* It it with great pleasure, I copy tlie followiog correction 
of this statement : ** Steele retired into Wales before he had 
the paralytic stroke, that deprived him of his intellectual f acttl<* 
ties, and solely on the principle of doing justice to bis creditor^ 
tt A tine too when he had the fairest prospect of satisfying all 
their claims to the uttermost farthing." Tatler, cr. oct. 1786^ 
note on No. 176$ which also contain an able vindication oC 
Btibls from a distorted sketch drawn by Mrs. Talbot* 
See also vol. VI. No. 251. note on Whiston«. 

«2 
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death, we have no account*. His seci 
wife was Mary, the daughter of Jonati 
ScuRLocK of Languanor in Carmarthensh 
Esq. by whom he had three children, 
daughter Elizabeth born March 26, 17 
a son Richard born May 25, 1710, i 
another son Eugene born March 4, 1712, i 
named after the celebrated Prince Euge: 
BicHARD and Eugene died young. Eli: 
BETH was, in May 1732, married to the H 
John Trevor, then one of the W< 
Judges, and afterwards Baron Trevor 
Bromham, who had issue by her, a daughl 
named Diana, who was remarkably beai 
ful, but unfortunately an idiot. Of this 
mily much information may be found 
** Steele's Epistolary Correspondence," pi 
lished by Mr. Nichols in 17&7 ; a work wn 
gives a very faithful delineation of Steel 
character, and explains, if it does not exc 
** that imprudence of generosity, or vanitj 
profusion, which kept him always incura 

* This lady is supposed to 1>e alludf d to in T atl z r No. 
'if 80, she was of a Ken'inh family. Yet this paper uas wri 
by AoDifON. Of the incident supposed to relate to 1 
Steele, Dr. Bbattib says, <* One of the finest inorfil i 
I ever read is an account in the. Tatlir* wh:ch, thoug 
lias every appearance of a real dream, comprehends a m 
so sublime and so interesting, that I question wtiether any i 
who attends to it can ever forget ir ; and, if he remem^ 
whether he can ever cease to be the better for it." Disse 
tioos. Moral and Critical, 4to 1783. 
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necessitous." In this work also will be found 
^. particular account of a natural daughter he 
had by a relation of Tonson the bookseller. 

It does not appear that Steele's marriage 
ynth Miss Scurlock added much to his hap- 
piness. She loved money^ and had the usual 
companion of that vice, a coldness of affection 
^' as a woman and a wife." Yet his attach- 
ment to her appears to have, been ardent and 
uniform; in tne Theatre, No. 12, he la- 
ments the loss of her as the best woman that 
ever man had ; and adds, that ** she frequently- 
lamented and pined at his neglect of himself." 
Their correspondence throws considerable 
light on her character •; if she is to be blamed 
for a narrow, teazing, and suspicious temper, 
it is no less evident that her temper was occa- 
sionally soured by the distresses in which her 
husband's imprudence involved him ; and she 
may be excused if the prospect of want ren- 
dered her parsimonious, and unfriendly to the 
schemes and projects by which he had often 
deceived himself as well as her. 

Such arc the principal outlines of the life of 
Sir Richard Steele. To have entered into 
a detail of his political conduct, and writings, 
^vould have led us into a field very wide, and 
to most readers very barren of entertainment. 
It has rarelv happened that political writings, 
unless eminently mischievous, have long sur- 
vived the cause which gave them birth, and 
the contests which swelled them into impor- 
tance. The best performances of this kUwl 

e 3 
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are preserred with little care, and i 
read at all, with little interest. If the 
a date, or illustrate a minute point of i 
it is as much as can be expected iVom i 
an age ^hich has forgot the zeal of 
parties in the turbulence of its own. 
be added, however, that the most sen 
inquiry into Steele's jiolitical charac 
Jen him the merit, of being useful to hi: 
formidable to his opponents, and fre 
too honest to be friendly to his own inte 
The Tatler, like many other emit 

Serstructures, rose from small beginnii 
oes not appear that the author for< 
what perfection this method of writinj 
be brought, when he should by the ai< 
illustrious colleague be able to reject 
plan. By dividing each paper into c( 
ments, he appears to have consulted 1 
with which an author may say a litt 
many subjects, who hats neither leisure 
^lination to enter deeply' on a single 
This, however, was neither distrust 
abilities, nor in the favour of the pub 
be at once addressed them with cor 
and familiarity ; but it is'probable that 
not foresee to what the practice of 
frequently will lead a man whose nat 
dowments are wit and eloquence, Supi 
to a knowledge of the wotld, and a 
observation. 

The first paper of the Tatler, as 1 
^ircMdy noticed, made its appears 
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Tuesday April 12, 1709, and the da3r8 of 

Sublication were fixed to be Tuesda)r8) Tburs* 
ays, and Saturdays. In- the selection of a 
name for the work, Steele affords an early 
instance of delicate raillery, by informing uB 
that the name Tatler was invented in h&naur 
of the fair sex, and that in such a character 
he might indulge with impunity the desultorj 
plan he first laid down, with a becoming imt« 
tation of the tattle and gossip of the day. 
His paper professed to embrace ** accounts 
of gallantry, pleasure, and entertainment,** 
under the head ** White's Chocolate-house ;*^ 
«* poetry" under* that of " Will's Coffee- 
house ;" and ** learning" under that of " the 
Grecian;'* " foreign and domestic news'* 
from •* St. Jameses Coffee-house ;" ** and other 
articles" " from his own apartment," and 
sometimes " from ShireJane." This plaa 
was preserved for a considerable time, until 
liis pen became more accustomed to essays 
writmg, and the assistance of his friend 
Addison enabled him to adopt a more regular 
^nethod. 

The Dramatic articles are numerous, and 
are said to have been serviceable to the 
theatre. Cibber acknowiedges the force and 
influence of the Tatler in filling the play«i 
houses ; yet Steele had no ^are in the 

* Before Popi'9 Messiah was inserted in the Spectator, tba 
author rabmitted it to the pen»al of Stibls, and corrected it 
in compliance with his criticiims. From Pope this was no ia- 
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■management of the pl&y-house in Drury-Laij^ 
for several years after this period. We hare 
seen however that he w^s a dramatic writer, 
and was always anxious for the improvement 
of the stage ; apd that, with Addison and 
other writers, he wished to hasten the time 
when the morals of the age should be re- 
formed by what they called '^ a well-regulated 
theatre." 

In Dr. Burney's History of Musick, (VoL 
IV. p. 225, etseqq.) are some valuable stric- 
tures on those papers in tlie Tatler and 
Spectator, which Steele and Addison 
wrote to ridicule Operas. It is tlie opinion of 
this learned and ingenious author that ^^ some 
part of the Spectator's severity is to be 
ascribed to want of skill in the art of Musick ; 
some to peevishness ; and the rest to national 
prejudice, and the spirit of party in favour of 
our domestic theatres," " Addison, though 
he had visited Italy, and was always ambitious 
of being a judge of musick, discovers, when- 
ever he mentions the subject, a total want of 
sensibility, as well as knowledge of the art." 
This opinion. Sir John Hawkins, who will 
not allow Addison merit of any kind, had 
before ventured to express. From Dr, Bur- 
ke v, it is decisive. 

The articles of public news were of more 
importance to the Tatler. They were all 
xmtten by Steele, who was then Gazetteer, 
and therefore had the advantage of other 
newspapers in accuracy and perhaps in pri- 



rity of intelligence. This increased the circ- 
ulation of the paj>er, and rendered it impor- 
int as a vehicle for advertisements, many of • 
hich are curious and illustrative of the man- 
ers of the times *. The foreign intelligence 
as been preserved in all editions of the work, 
hough it is not easy to know why. It incum- 
)ers the volumes with information which is 
)ow of no importance, and delivered in a 
nanner from wnich the writer can derive no 
lonour. 

The CHARACTER of the author was assumed 
^ith sufficient consequence for the purpose of 
W imaginary Censorship. The family name, 
BiCKERSTAFF, was not altogether fictitious. 
[nNo. 3, mention is made of Mr. John Bic- 
cerstaff, a player, and it is said there was 
mother of tnat name then resident in London. 
Jut neither of these had the honour of sug- 
:esting this family designation. It was the 
se which Swift had made of it that inclined 
TEELE to give a preference to what had al- 
jady acquired some popularity, and might 
e easier repeated and remembered than a 
Bwer fiction. This circumstance has led the 
nthor of his life in the Biographia Britannica 
) assert that he commenced the Tatler *^ in 
3ncert with Swift." For this there ii no 
»undation, unless a polite acknowledgement 

* Specimens have been judiciously selected by the AanoV ' *^ 
tors on the Tatlbr, in the Edit. cr. oct. 178^ 6 Yoku 
d m that of 1797, 4 Vols, occ^ 
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of greater services tfian Stekle received from 
that writer. And Htill less ground has this 
Biographer for accusing Steele of ingrati- 
tude in preferring Addison to Swift ♦. 

Steele appears to have begun the paper 
without any concert, or hope of assistance 
than what might come spontaneously. His 
chief dependence waS on his intelligence^ 
which gave him a superiority over his contem«- 

EorarieSy who were merely news^writers, and 
ad never discovered that a periodical paper 
might furnish instructioti of a better and more 
lasting kind. In the other parts of the Tat** 
LERy he was at iir»t less carefiil ; his style had 
a familiar vulgarity not unlike that of the 
journalists of the age^ which he adopted 
jeither in compliance with the prevailing man- 

r he 

and 

All 

this however became a tailtTy and for some 
time he aimed at no higher character f. But 
when associated with Addison^ he assumed a 

4> See STttLi'f Prefaee tn the Original OeCaro B^ltiofif 

I7i0f prefixeU to the first volnnne f)f thii edition. 

f SrifLB, in reply to TicKBLL*! iisertionithat Addiion 
advanced the Tatler, ttyi, very candidlyi ** It was adTanced 
indeed, for it wu railed to a greMer thing than I intended k | 
for the elegance, purity, and •ontctneMy which appeared in 
hit writinj^f , were not to moA 10 Vy parpote, ai in anv in* 
telligible manner I coutd, to rallf all thoie lingularitiei ot hu- 
man life, through tlie different profeflfiona and charactera in it,^ 
wliich obatroct any thing that waa truly good and grtakt 
DedicatioQ to the Comedy of tbt Dnuiwier. 
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tone more natural to a polished and elegant 
Dund, ai^d dispersed his familiarities amou^ 
his characteristic correspondents. If he did 
not introduce, he was the first who success- 
folly employed the harmless fiction of writing 
letters to mmself , and by that gave a variety 
of amusement and information to his paper, 
which would have been impracticable had he 
always appeared in his own character. All 
succeeding Essayists have endeavoured to 
avail themselves of a privilege so essential to 
this species of composition, but it requires a 
mimickry of style and sentiment which few 
have been able to obtain. 

Addison is said to have first discovered 
Steele to be the author of the Tatler by a 
criticism of his own introduced in No. 6« 
The criticisngi is not of great importance 
unless to those commentators who make a 
fiivourite author the model of all excellence, 
and are determined to find a beauty in every 

Erticle *. Addison was at this time in Ire- 
id, secretary to Lord Wharton, Lord 
Lieutenant, and gave Steele an early proof 
of his regard by sending contributions t6 his 
work. In No. 18, the " Distress of News- 
writers*' is certainly his, and the first part of 
the paper, on sign-posts, has very much of 
his manner. No. 20, is likewise assigned to 
. bim, although the first article has more of 

* Ao iogenioiu conjecture on this criticism it givca in tbt 
Tatlbs, cr. ocu 6 foU» 1786* 
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8wirT*t indelicacy of manner. Hit 
papen are aiuigned in the tables of co 
on indubitable authority "*, 

Such an wm%tdut was of incalculable 
to Steele, who began to sacrifice his ot 

I)lan by degrees, and as his views becati 
arged and public attention more gen 
drawn to the paper, soon rose to the d 
of a teacher of wisdom and morab. H 
provementy if I mistake not, is visible 
about No. 82 or 83 ; No. 9J, 9$^ 109 
1329 ^^y ^ referred to for their suj 
excellence. The latter is -much in the 
•onian manner. Steele's admirable f 
on duelling were among the first succ 
attacks on that remnant of barbarism, 
are supposed to have been originally w 
in consequence of his being involved in s 

* The authorities for rhe a'lifnment of p^perf ere 
■11 cmken from the Eiiition of 1786 \ tn^ the lAnguife 
EJiior of thai curious and iiteful woi k. may b« adopt 
with propritfiy. ** ContiJering that tt ere are no ligna 
the Tatleri to facilitata the discoverief of the wriieii, a 
their names weie chiefly to he learnt from informaii 
from • minote atumion to little circiimttancei in tlie 
themielvef{ the inceliigence tf thiiiort m the pre««nt 
lion is rather more ample than titere was any juft re 
expect. Meanwhile, iht line that divides conjecfuri 
certainty hat selilo««t| if ever^ been tranrgr^fied t and ii 
doubtful ca^i the Paper \% alwuys ssciihed to Steele^ tl 
oft«nsible author. This rule haf been obierved even 
•tances wliere there if more than ground to s«sp* 
Steele was not the writer." Adveitisemeot to £4it. 
cr. •!(• VI. Vol p. 6* 
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with a brother officer of the Coldstream regi- 
ment, about the year 1706. 

It may be necessary, however, to mention 
that, in assigning the papers of the Tatler to 
tlieir respective authors, we have better au- 
thority to follow in almost every case than in 
that of Steele himself, because it has been 
the custom to prefix his name to every paper 
of which no other writer is known. In this 
arrangement, he is the ostensible author of 
upwards of one hundred and seventy of these 
papers ; but it must be observed that althoughc^ 
as Editor of the papers he was responsible for 
their contents, he coniposed many of tlieni 
from the contributions or hints of his cor- 
lespondents, principally short letters written 
ky the wits of the age, in which they some- 
times imitated his manner with a considerable 
degree of success ; and not unfrequently he 
borrowed from bis library short extracts, 
which he gave with an introduction or coui- 
toenU On one occasion of very pincTiing 
distress, he began a Journal of the Iliad, of 
which he seems afterwards asliamed ; and on 
mother occasion he published some private 
letters he had sent to his second wife. These 
ihifts, however, occur chiefly among the ear- 
lier papers : his matter soon became propor- 
tioned to his wants, and he acquired by con- 
stant eflforts a happier and easier mode of 
coQimunicating his observations on life and 
manners. 

VOL. l« { 
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It appears that tome part of tUc popu 
of the I'atler, during tlM^ir first pubiicatioDp 
was owing to a very prevalent opinion, that 
the characters described in an uniavourabio 
light| and Iield up to ridicule or contempt* 
were real. Of this niany hints are given ; and 
the question is very artuilly obscured in ever/ 
attempt to decide it. That some qf the cha- 
ractersy both good and bad, were real, has 
been ascertained beyond all doubt : allusions 
to the evnits of the times are so frequent as to 
^render it necessary to introduce the act07*s. 
We may instance the Bangorian controversy^ 
which HI itself however was perhaps too seri- 
ous for the kind of ridicule employed. Reli* 
gious controversy y when conducted with 
asperity and calumny, might often afford a 
proper subject of ridicule ; out the attempt is 
dangerous, and we must never forget that tho 
matter or object of all religious controversy, 
however misre|ireKentecl, is of eternal impor.^ 
tance. I'he peevishness of Bishop Black- 
all, it must notwithstanding be confessed, it 
parodied with great humour \n the letters of 
the puppct'shew man, which Imve l>een ad- 
mired by many readers who looked no farther 
than to the aifected consequence of a vagrant 
of that mean employment. In No. 51 » 
Steele has apologized for bis interference 
in this controversy with considerable shrewd- 
ness. 

Besides the gamblers, many of whom wero 
certainly real cliaracters; a few of a moro 
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hstnilesd cast are introduced, as Ratcliff 

and Arn£ ; but in general, allusions to living 

characters, not of the depraved kind, are free 

from malevolence. One exception indeed 

occurs in the case of Madonella (Mrs. 

Mary Astell) and of Mrs. Elizabeth El- 

STOB, two ladies of unblemished character, 

and great literary accomplishments ; but let it 

be remembered that these calumnies are both 

from the pen of Swift. 

The general opinion, however, that all the 
characters described or alluded to, were real^ 
certainly kept up the public attention: to these 
papers ; and the autnors,, being aware that 
nothing cetn render a work more popular than 
the supposition that it contains a proportion 
of scandal or personal history, were not very 
anxious to deprive themselves of a hold on the 
public mind which they could, and had the 
Tirtue to turn to the best of purposes. In 
irritings of this kind, it is essential that vice 
and folly should be illustrated by characters ; 
it is this which distinguishes them from dis- 
sertations of the more serious cast; and to 
leaders of a certain description, it is a delight- 
fid employment to reduce fictitious to real 
names, conjecture wisely on place and per*, 
son, and find resetriblances where none were 
meant. Our authors cannot therefore be very 
severely blamed if they occasionally played 
with this species of self-deception, and, know- 
ing the perverted taste of some of their cu!u 

f % 
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« 

tomers, sold tliem lawful goods as con/ 
band. 

The main design of all these papers 
briefly expressed-by Hughes in No. 64, to h 
* * a wholesome project of making wit useful, 
a project the more to be commended as of a 
talents wit is the most liable to be abused 
and as for many years preceding the date < 
the Tatler, the most celebrated wits ha 
prostituted their talents in the service of tl 

{grosser vices. Few men could be better qua 
ified than Steele to employ this endowmei 
in useful designs. Notwithstanding his pe 
sonal failings, he appears to have unifonn] 
entertained the purest principles of religic 
and morals : a strong sense of propriety i 
words as well as in action : and an abhorireiK 
of gross vices as offensive to the Deity, ar 
dangerous to the eternal welfare of ma 
' When betrayed by liveliness of temper inl 
an expression inconsistent with piety or d 
cency, he was ever ready to apologize and i 
revoke: if he committed errors, he certain, 
defended none. In manners he had a quic 
sense of what was ridiculous, and exposed 
with easy playfulness, or humorous gravit 
Availing himself of the many shapes £ 
Essayist may assume, he exposed levity • 
conduct, absurd fashions, improprieties • 
dress and discourse, in every various light 
and laid the foundation for a change in mai 
pcrs and in thinking, which has contributi 
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^ond all calculation to the refinement of 
Nciety. 

It has already been noticed that he is not to 
5 accounted the writer of every paper to 
bich bis name has been prefixed or appended, 
'bose which appear in the regular form of 
9SAY are certainly his ; those consisting of 
tters, &c. were sometimes the contributions 
' correspondents. With respect to hia able 
^adjutor/ we are less liable to mistake. 
DDisoN^s papers have been correctly ascer- 
inedy but the frequent resemblance between 
ese two writers in style and manner is a cir- 
unstance which deserves particular notice. 
^e have seen that Steele was the original 
Lthor of the Tatler, that he was the first 
ho prescribed a mode of periodical writing, 
jw to the world from the nature of its sub- 
cts, and that he had made some progress 
jfore he received or appears to have ex- 
acted assistance from Addison, who was 
en in a distant country * and in an official 
tuation not likely to afford him the requisite 
isure. Yet from the time they began to 
rite in conjunction, if the reader will atten* 
rely compare many papers which are cer- 
inly the respective proauctions of Steele 
id Addison, he will meet with a surprizing 
nilarity of humour. In many instances 
TEELE imitates what has been since called 

* AdJison left London April i6, two days befbrt Uie fiMt 
Prance of tbe Tatler. 

fz 
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the Addisonian manner with a closenesi 
which would have rendered it very difficult K) 
assign the papers to their proper authors, if 
we nad been left without any authority but a 
sTipposed knowledge of the style. Of this 
happy coincidence of talent, there are natoy 
striking instances in the Spectator, to which 
wc shall have occasion to advfert hereafter. 
In the mean time, we may reihait that it 
contributed to preserve the uniformity and 
consistency of character, or the personal 
identity of Isaac Bickerstaff. *^ Through- 
out the whole work," says an author who well 
knew how to appreciate its merits, *' the 
conjuror, the politician, the man of humour. 
the critic ; the seriousness of the moralist, ana 
the mock dignity of the astrologer ; the vhrJi- 
cities and the infirmities peculiar to old age, 
are all so blended and contrasted in the Censor 
of Great Britain, as to form- a character 
equally complex and natural, equally laugh- 
fible and respectable *." 

Thirty-four of the Tatlers are attributed 
to Steele and Addison in conjunction, and 
their respective shares are pointed out in the 
Tables of Contents. Forty-one are given to 
Addison alone, of which Nos. 132, 216, 
220, 224, 250, 253, 256, 259, and 265, are 
admirable examples of that exquisite humoui 
which afterwards became habitual in this au- 
thor's writings, and flowed from a dispositiojj 
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of itiUidy easy> equabid, and fertile in ridi* 
ciiley yet delicate in sentiment and expression 
beyond any kind of wit that had hitherto ap« 
ptered. In No. 216, *« The Virtuoso's will'' 
ift replete with beauties ; in almost every 
article is a stroke of 3atire which can hardly 
escape the notice' of the dullest reader. The 
solemn introduction — the testator's leaving 
•* the female skeleton and dried cockatrice" to 
the widow— the ** Wifiter-May-dew and 
embryo pickle'* to the eldest daughter — the 
•* nest of a humming-bird" to the youngest 
on the birth of her first child, and heightened 
by the condition annexed, " if she nMirriett 
with her mother's consent," are uncommon 
felicities of hujhour. The character of a 
ITirtuoso * was thie frequent butt of the wits of 
die BicKERs;rAFF school, and almost every 
modern Essayist has attempted the same sul>^ 
ject. The Index to these volumes will enable 
the rfeader to compare the different talents 
employed, and to judge how far tlieir anxiety 
to avoid the suspicion of plagiarism has been 
rewarded bv success. 

Among the occasional contributors to the 
Tatusr, Swift has been often mentioned. 
It is not iittprobable* that he frequently gave 
Iiints/ but tnere is not much that can be as- 

^ They employetl their wit lees laodaUy on the Royat So- 
cieiy, ** nf which the enemies were for some time very nn* 
neroi If and very acrimonious, for what reason it is hard to 
cnoccivcy since the philosoplicrs professed not to adv;tnre doc» 
9p bmt to i^roUuct iacti^'^ JoHMsoM't Lift of Bu tlsiu 
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signed to his pen. lie wrote, in No* 9^ tke 
'< Description of the Morning:** in No. 32^ 
the history of Madonella : in No. 35 p from 
internal evidence, the family of Ix in No» 
59 f the IcttiT signed Ohadiah Grecnhat ; in 
No. 63, Madon«dla^8 PJatonic College: in 
in No. 6Gf the first article, on pulpit oratory: 
in No. G7, the proposal for a Chamber of 
Fame*: in No. 68, a continuation of the 
same : in No. 70, a letter on oratory signed 
Jonathan Roschat : in No. 71, a letter on the 
irrc*gular roiidu(rt of a clcrf^yman : No. 230^ 
entire ; in No. 238, the poetical description €i 
a shower; and in No. 258, a short letter on 
the words ^^ Great Jiritain.*' These are all 
the communications that can with any confi- 
dence be ascribed to Swift, a writer who 
with a rich fund of humour, an easy and flow. 
ing style, pcihaps more correct than that of 
any of his conten)p(irarii'S, \uth hrbits of 
observation t> ^J^'.id ^^ ia^fn dis v;rumejit of 

* Dr. HAWvvewoftTH cUinii alio Ko. 74, and 9i, for 
Swift ; hut from the noCei 00 thc(« papers in the edition! of Um 
Tatlek, VI Vols. cr. oci. 17869 and occ. IV Vols. 1797* 
which ^re (00 loi:g to be copied herej %ve think tmrael¥ef 
juftified in auiRning there to Audi so if and ST£Bii» aa in tbs 
Tibbie of Contents. 

t Of this quali6cttion liis '* Polite Converfation*' and 
<< Advice to Senrants" are decisive proofi. ** These two per* 
formanc(!f|" says Jonnsow, ** shew a mind incesaamly atten* 
tive, and wlien it was not employed upon £te;it ihingt, hnty 
with minute occurrences. It is apparent tliat he muse havtf 
had the habit of ntrting whatever he obfrrved t for such a 
number of particulars could neter have been aaicinblcd by \h$ 
power of recoliectioo." 
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fbUy and weakness, was nevertheless ill-qua- 
lified for this species of composition. His 
wit was so licentious, that no subject how- 
ever sacred, and no character however amia- 
ble, were safe ; his invective has more of 
malignity than virtuous indignation : his cha- 
racters are drawn in hideous distortion ; and 
perhaps no man ever attempted to ridicule 
vice or folly with less of tlie salutary and gen- 
tle spirit of correction. 

Of his life it would be unnecessary to give a 
detail here. It has been written by Hawkes- 
woRTH, by Lord Orrery, by Del any, by 
Johnson, and lastly by Mr. Sheridan. In 
these writers, considerable discordance of 
opinion occurs ; yet an examination of their 
opinions and authorities, and v/hat evidence 
may be derived from his works, leave us the 
melancholy regret that a man of so many ac- 
complishments should have so few claims to 
our esteem. It is with too much truth, that 
Johnson has stated that *' he seems to have 
wasted life in discontent, by the rage of neg- 
lected pride, and the languishment of unsatis- 
fied desire. He is querulous and fastidious, 
arrogant and malignant ; he scarcely speaks 
of himself but with indignant lamentations, or 
of others but with insolent superiority when he 
is gay, and with angry contempt when he is 
gloomy." 

Mr. Sheridan, indeed, has pubhshed an 
elaborate vindication of Swift; but, having de- 
termined that his character should be that of 
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pure and unmixed excellence, he has plongeJ 
into a series of inconsistencies from which lie 
never knows how to extricate himsetf, or tU 
object of bis admiration. 

Yet for these Swift is not acconntaUe. 
His conduct measured by his own principki 
is seldom mysterious, and becomes so onlj' 
V lien attempts are thus made to render it eon*' 
sistent with a character which he did not p»- 
scss. l>)ubts have been justly entertainea cf 
his religion ; and there are many proofs that 
it was a religion which did Uttle honour to tht 
church of which he was a member. His no- 
tions of what became the dignity of the 8»» 
cerdotal office appear to have been \xry lax. 
In his Journal, December 1712, is thefoUow- 
ing singular passage: *' This morning I pre^ 
sented one Diaper, a poet, to Lord Bolikg^ 
BROKE, with a new poem, which is a rtrf 
good one ; and I am to give a sum of montj ' 
irom my Lord. I have contrived to make 4 
Pa) son of him, for he is half one ahready, 
being in Deacon^s orders, and a small cure in 
the country, but has a sword at his tail here in 
town. 'Tis a pooVy little y shorty wretch^ but 
will do best in a gown ; and we will niaie Lord 
Keeper give him a living." 

This passage Mr. Sheridaw has quoted a^ 
a proof of Swift's " good offices to men of 
genius and merit :" but of what value in any 
man's character is such patronage, when over- 
b:i lanced by the insult offered to religion, and 
to the church whose dignity he professed to 
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sopport^ by making the Lord Keeper give a 
living to " a pojr, little, short wretch," 
whose only merit was that of writing a poem 
vhich has never since been heard of ? Con- 
nected with this anecdote, and in a subsequent 
part of the Life, we have another instance of 
the difficulty Mr. Sheridan experienced in 
bis attempt to construct a Christian Plero 
from the materials of a mere Humourist. 
Jkkhough Swift professed to make the Lord 
Keeper give livings to persons whom he 
could not mention without contempt, his 
biograplier informs us that he was more cir- 
cumspect iQ matters witliin his own gift. 
" He was extremely exact and conscientious 
in promoting the members of the choir accord- 
ing to their merit, and never advanced any 
person to a vicarage, who was not qualitied 
KMT it in all respects, whatever their interests, 
or however recommended. He once refused u 
Vicarage to a person for whom Lady Car- 
teret was very importunate, at the same 
time declaring to her Ladyship, that if it bad 
been in his power to have made the gentle- 
man a Dean or a Bishop, he would have 
obliged her willingly, because, he said. 
Deaneries and Bishopricks were preferments 
in which merit had no concern^ but the merit 
of a vicar would be brought to the test every 
day." The example he brings to illustrate 
this part of Swift's character, and to prove 
bow exact and conscientious he was to fill 
^ choir with such merit as all men were 



Ixiv HISTORICAL AND 

iiidgcs of, IS that of a person promoted bf 
him to a vicarage, whose ^un had gone da 
accidentally and wounded him. 

In his attempt to ** develope Swift's mys- 
terious conduct" towards Stella and Va- 
nessa, he has certainly removed much of the 
nivsterv, but leaves Swift*s character as 
liable to censure as he found it. When ht 
allows that he had a love for Vanessa, and 
none for Stella, and that he kept up a cor- 
respondence with Vanessa, which it was ne- 
cessary to conceal from Stella, he places bis 
hero in a situation more irreconcileable with 
honour and humanity than perhaps he ill- 
tended ; and although his account of the whole 
transaction is minute and interesting, it may 
be doubted whether it was ^ver read without 
feelings of a very dilicrcnt kind from what be 
meant to excite. Dr. Johnson has noticed the 
aiiair with more lenity ; he has said all that 
can be said in excuse. 

jNIr. Sheridan's defence of the Fourth part 
of ^* Gulliver's Travels" is ingenious, but 
when he censures the opposition to this work 
as prejudice, he forgets that it is not the pre- 
judiice of the vulgar, but of every writer of 
piety or taste who has considered the subject 
With respect to his attack on Dr. Johnson, 
except where he has corrected some mistakes 
in point of fact, it may safely be left unan- 
swered. In this he was too obviously imi- 
tating one of the virtues of his idoL He was 
taking that vengeance for which he bad long 



BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. IxT 

prepared his mind. As a critic, Mr. Sheri- 
dan has not always been successful. Swift's 
style was beyond all precedent, pure and pre- 
cise, yet void of ornament or grace, and par* 
took in some instances of the pride and dog- 
matism of its author ; nor does Mr. Sheridan 
seem to be aware, that his most incorrect com- 
position is his ** Proposal for correcting the 
English tongue." 

Those who wish to appreciate Swift's cha- 
racter with justice, must derive their informa- 
tion from his voluminous writings, which un- 
doubtedly place him among the most illustri- 
ous ornaments of literature, as an author of 
incomparable ability, of multiform talent, and 
inexhaustible fancy. But the most charitable 
conclusion that can be formed of his private 
life, or the general tendency of his writings, 
will not, I fear, differ much from the opinion 
of a celebrated writer who, with the truest 
relish for wit and humour, never loses sight of 
more Important considerations. 

** In Swift we see a turn of mind very dif- 
ferent from that of the amiable Thomson, 
Utile relish for the sublime and beautiful, and 
a perpetual succession of violent emotions. 
All his pictures of life seem to show, that de- 
formitj"^ and meanness were the favourite ob- 
jects of his attention, and that his soul was a 
constant prey to indignation, disgust, and 
other gloomy passions arising from such a 
view of things. And it is the tendency of 
^almost all his writipgs (though it was not al< 



Ixvi HISTORTCAX AND 

ways the author's design), to communlcs^te the 
same passions to his reader ; insomuch, that, 
notwithstamling his erudition, and knowlec^ 
of the world, nis abilities as a popular orator 
and man of business, the energy of his style, 
the elegance of some of his verses, and Ms 
extraordinary talents in wit and humour, 
there is reason to doubt, whether by studying 
Ills woiks any person was ever much impro- 
ved in piety or benevolence *." 

The next contributor to the Tatler whom 
we shall notice, is Mr. John Hughes, who is 
said to have been the author of the letter 
signed Josiah Couplet in No. 64 ; that signed 
IV ill. Trusty in No. 73 ; a letter on the ten- 
dency of the work in No. 76 ; and the inven- 
tory of a beau's effects in No. 113. For these 
assignments, we have the authority of Mr. 
DuNCOMBE. The annotators on the Tatler 
suspect that he wrote the short letter signed 
Philanthropos in No. ^Q^ and the whole of 
No. 194, a transposition of the tenth canto of 
the fourth book of Spenser. Steele is sup- 
posed to have alluded to Hughes in the cha- 
racter of Aletheus in No. SQ^ " He wasj" say 
the Annotators on the Tatler, *' the intimate 
friend of Steele, and seems to have inter* 
cstcd himself very particularly in those papers 
of this work which were written with a view 
to detect and expose the sharpers of that 
time." Some furtlier notice will be taken of 

. * Essays oa Poctrj and Music, p. 387, 4to Edit. X776» 
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HtK>MEs among the authdirs of the SpAc- 

•OR. 

'he '* Medicine, a Tak," in No. 2, was 
ten by Mr. William Harrison, a yoifng 
tleman high in esteem, and (as Swift 
•acterises him) ** a httle pretty fellow,' 
I a great deal of wit, good, sense, and 
i nature.'* He received the early rudi- 
ts of his education at Winchester School, 

was afterwards fellow of New College 
>ni His circumstances were very indif- 
it, as he had no other income than forty 
ids a year when tutor to one of the Duke 
Jjueensberry's sons. In this employment 
ttracted the favour of Swift, who obtained 
dm the employment of Secretary to Lord 
y, afterwards Earl of Strafford, and 

ambassador at the Hague. A letter of 
while at Utrecht, dated December 16, 
!, is printed in the Dean's works, from 
h it afipears that his office was attended 
much vexation and little advantage. 
^T gives a remarkable instance of this, at 
ime Harrison brought over the barrier 
y. *' Jan. 31, 1712-13. Harrison wad 

mie this morning ; we talked three hours, 
Jien I carried him to court. Wheri we 

down to the door of my lodging, I found 
ich waited for him. I chid him tor it : but 
whispered me, it was impossible to be 
wise ; and in the coach he told me, he 
not one farthing in his pocket to pay for 
nd tlierefore took die coach for the whole 

g 2 
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day, and intended to borrow money some- 
where or other. So there was the Queen's 
]VIiNisTER intrusted in affairs of the greatest 
importance, without a shilling in his pocket 
to pay a coach." He died Feb. 14, 1712-13. 
He was professedly Editor of tlie Spurious 
7 atler hereafter mentioned. Dr. Birch, id 
a note on liis letter to Swift, has confounded 
him with Thomas Harrison, M. A. of 
Queen's College *. 

The very humorous genealogy of the familji 
of Bickerstaff in No. 11, is ascribed by 
Steele in his '* Preface to the Octavo Edi- 
tion, 1710," to *^ Mr. TwisDEN, who died 
at tlie battle of Mons, and has a monument 
in Westminster Abbey, suitable to the respect 
which is due to his wit and his valour." 
Heneage Twisden was the seventh son of 
Sir William Twisden, Bart, of Roydon 
Hall, E^st Peckham, Kent ; and a youth of 
great expectations. At the time of bis death 
(1709, aged 29,) he was a captain of foot in 
Sir Richard Temple's regiment, and Aid- 
de-Camp to John Duke of Argyll, who 
commanded the right wing of the Confederate 
Armv. Near his monument in the North aile 
of the Abbey, arc two other small ones to 
the memory of his brothers Josiah and Johk. 

* Nichols' Select Collection of Poems, Vol. IV. p. igi. 
In this Cullccrion are all tlie poems that can he traced to Mr. 
Harr isoN, except " WoodbCock Park," wUich is inDoDSLEvI 
CuUection* 
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JosiAH was a captain of foot at the siege of 
Affremont, near Lisle in Flanders, and was 
killed by a cannon-ball, in 1708, in the 23d 
year of his age. John was a Lieutenant in 
the AdmiraPs ship, under Sir Cloudesley 
Shovel, and perished with him in 1707, iii 
the 24th year of his age. 

The character of Aspasia, in No. 42, was 
written by Congreve. The person meant 
was Lady Elizabeth Hastings, the daugh- 
ter of Theophilus, the seventh Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, a lady celebrated as a pattern of 
munificence and piety. By her historical 
character drawn up by Thomas Barnard, 
M. A. and published in 1742, it appears that 
she was indeed ** little lower than the angels.'* 
It does honour to Congreve that he could 
relish the beauties of such a character. 

An excellent paper on gluttony, No. 205, 
is ascribed by Steele, in the " Theatre, No. 
26," to a Mr. Fuller, with this encomium : 
*^ The mind usually exerts itself in all its 
fiunilties, with an equal pace towards matu- 
rity : and this gentleman, who at the age of 
uxieen^ could form such pleasant pictures of 
the fidse and little ambitions of low spirits, as 
Mr. Fuller did, to whom, when a boj/, we 
owe, with several other excellent pieces, IVic 
Vainglorious Glutton^ when a secret corres- 
pondent of the Tatler; 1 say, such a one 
might easily, as he proceeded in human lifc^ 
irnve at this superior strength of mind at four 
ind twenty.'* Of this young writer, and of 

g3 
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his Other pieces^ I have not beeki able to ob« 
tain any accounts 

The letter on language, education, &c. in 
No. 234, was written by Mr. James Green- 
wood, author of an " Essay towards a prac- 
tical English Grammar," and teacher of a 
boarding-school at Woodford in Essex. In , 
1717, he published under the title of " The 
"Virgin Muse," a collection of poems frotn 
«ur most celebrated English poets. He was ■ 
also the author of ** The London Vocabulary, ■ 
English and Latin, &c." It appears that at 
one time of his life he was Sur-^master of St. 
Paul's School *.'* 

These are the names of all the contributors 
■whose writings can be ascertained with any 
degree of probability. When their contribu- 
tions are deducted, it will be seen that the 
continual supply of the work rested chiefly on 
Steele. That he had some unknown cor- 
respondents whose favours he admitted is cer- 
tain, and not less so that there were many 
^hose communications he thought proper to 
. reject. In No. 619, of the Spectator, 
written most probably by Steele, a design b 
announced of publishing these rejected con- 
tributions, *^ I have often thought," savs 
the writer of that paper, ** that if the several 
letters which are written to me under the cha- 
racter of Spectator, and which I have not 
jnade use of, were published in a volume, they 

♦ Tadcr, cr. ocu Vol VI. p. i5t. 
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ould^not be an unentertaining collection^' 
'he variety of the subjects, styles, sentiments, 
id informations, which are transmitted to 
le, would lead a very curious, or very idle, 
iader, insensibly along through a great many 
ages. I know some authors who would pick 
p a secret history out of such materials,, and 
lake a bookseller an alderman by the copy, 
shall therefore carefully preserve the original 
apers in a room set apart for that purpose, to 
he end that they may be of service to pos- 
erity." 

Such a work actually appeared in 1725, en- 
itled *' Orijjinal and Genuine Lettera sent to 
heTATLER and Spectator, during the time 
hese works were publishing : none of which 
lave been before printed ;" 2 vols. oct. The 
lesign of this work, however, is here attri- 
mted to Charles LiLLiE, the perfumer, who 
probably took the hint from the above passage 
n the Spectator, and obtained the manu- 
;criptsfrom Steele. The latter, in a short 
letter prefixed to the first volume, says, " I 
bave a great deal of business, and very ill 
health, therefore must desire you to excuse 
me from looking over them ; but if you take 
care that no person or family is .offended at 
any of them, or any thing in them published 
contrary to religion or good manners, you 
bave my leave to do what you please with 
them." 

This sanction being obtained, Mr. LiixiE 
returned the compUment in as handsome a 
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dedication as he could frame : and, in a long 
preface written with equal ability, endeavours 
to recommend these rejected wares. A short 
specimen of this may, perhaps, amuse the 
reader. ** Here are near three hundred let- 
ters wrote by as many different writers, no 
two of which, though very near in their way 
of thinking, 'tis probable, so much as knew or 
ever saw each other : from which observation, 
I think ^ the whole may claim the title o/* Me 
dictates of nature. Here is religion and mora- 
lity for the upright and the just ; here is man- 
ners for the rude, and a whip for the incorri- 
gible ; here is sobriety for the drunkard, and 
temperance for the epicure. For the droles 
and laughers, here is odd mirth, and an ac- 
count of whims, not yet heard or hardly 
thought of. Here is dress and fashion for the 
gay, and just satire for the pretenders and in- 
sipid. If the avaricious wants oold, here it is. 
If any man Avants to buy or sell a wife, here 
he may find his trader. Is any one jealous ? — 
let him or her read, mind, and coolly di- 
gest, No. 87, 119, in the first volume, and 
No. 25 in the second." 

The whole is, hov/ever, a most wretched 
farrago of dulness and insipidity, such as the 
most contetiptible of our modern periodical 
publications would not admit ; but Lillie had 
the wisdom to secure a very copious list of 
subscribers, whose curiosity was probably ex- 
cited by the singular and not very modest 
attempt to sell dross at the price of pure metaK 
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The work, as may be supposed, was never 
reprinted, and is now become scarce. 

The rival candidates for popularity during 
the publication of the Tatler were very nu- 
merous. A list is given of thirteen, which 
made in all fifty-five publications each week. 
The superior attractions of the Tatler were 
soon felt by some of those, and excited all 
the hostility of which they were capable, but 
which was so feeble that while few years pass 
without an edition of the Tati^er being 
printed iu some part of the kingdom, it is 
with the utmost difficulty the productions of 
its contemporaries can be procured. Among 
them, Mr. Thomas Baker, the author of the 
Female Tatler, laboured hard to gain fame 
by depreciating the lucubrations of Isaac 
BiCKERSTAFF, chiefly by vulgar and personal 
remarks, on Steele's character, gait, &c. 
The hostility of the authors of the Examiner. 
is rather better known. Another enemy was 
a Monsieur Bournelle, whose work is entitled 
'* Annotations on the Tatler in two parts," 
24mo. It was originally written in French, 
and translated into English by Walter Wag^ 
STAFF, Esq. 1710. The author, however, 
and his translator seem to have beeu one and 
the same person, perhaps Dr. V/ilfiam Wag- 
$taffe *, who was unfriendly to Steele, and 

* Or, as some thinkj oae OUisworthi an '< nnder-spur^ 
leather,** aiiil a coxcomb, as Swift calls him, who was 
also a writer ia the Examimsk,. 
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had published a false and injurious cbaraetef 
of him, which, as the writer of Dr, Wag- 
staffe's life acknowledges, ** does ihdeed 
want some apology." The annotator, wh6- 
ever he was, points clearly to Steele as the 
author of the Tatler : arid his petulant 
annotations are minute remarks, quaintly ex- 
pressed in a strain of coarse irony and undis* 
guised malignity, with such a mixture of the 
sort of wit that is nearest allied to madness^ 
as sufficiently justifies Steele's imputation of 
insanity in No. 79. There are, however, some 
passages in both parts of the book, less ob- 
noxious to this general censure, that might in- 
cline one to think the w riter a dista^kinsman 
of the Staffs, in consequence d^the left 
hand favours of some open Jiearted tiibman of 
the family *. 

But if Steele had his enemies, he had* also 
his imitators, whose performances, however, 
are now little known. One, indeed, by as- 
suming the name and character of TatleU 
and BicKERsTAFF, endeavoured to gain the 
more particular notice of the public, and had 
some claims to it. Steele's Tatler termi- 
nated Jan. 2, 1710, and on the 13th of the 
same month appeared the first number of what 
has been since called the Spurious Tatler, 
which was conducted by Swift and the 

• Taderi cr. oct* 1786, Vol. IlL p. 4i» ^ 
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•** little Harrison" already mentioned *. Six 
numbers are with tolerable certainty attributed 
to Swift, but there are Swiftiana in many 
others. The first number, chiefly, if not 
entirely, from his pen, is an ingenious though 
somewhat impudent imposition on the pubiicy 
pretendingly accounting for Bickerstaff's 
resuming his functions. Nos. 5, and 20, are 
published by Dr. Hawkesworth in Swift's 
works ; but it is singular that the former of 
these should have escaped the animadversion 
of Hawkesworth's purer mprals. No. 28^ 
is asserted to be Swift's by the authors of the 
notes on the Tatler, edit. 1786, and J 797, 
who obse^ " that bis account of himself, 
under thajjjjbigned name of Hiereus^ is so 
arrogant jHtaj^in, tliat a transcript of it iiere 
would b^censured as invidious.'* No. 5, 
and 24, are printed as Swift's in the Supple* 
ment to his Works, III Vols. 1779, and ia 
the late very splendid and correct edition of 
his works bv the editor of that Supplement. 
Harrison, however, was the principal author: 
and it appears from a passage in Swift's 
journal, that " upon Steele s leaving off, there 
were two or three Scinib Tatler s came out f.'* 
This, which upon the whole has but little 
merit, and is very ambiguous as to moral 

^ Dr. SiwiLi, a poet and physician of some notei is men* 
.tioned as an assistant in this work. Cihber's Life of Sswill. 

t BA&gtj; the aatbor of the Fkmalb Tatler, was oaf 
•f these. 
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tendency,' consists of fifty two papers, ending^ 
May 19, mo, nearly three montlis after the 
commencement of the Spectator, of which 
paper a sneering notice is taken in No, 26; 
It imposed on the world so far as to be printed 
at least three times, as the fifth volume of the 
Tatler. I have not, however, seen any 
edition of later date than 1727, and I believe 
it never was printed by the proprietors of the 
genuine work. 

The sale of the Tatler, according to all 
accounts, was very extensive, and must have 
been a source of great emolument to Steele. 
1'lie first four numbers, we are told, werfc 
given gratis*, and the price was then fixed at 
a penny, which was doubled afterwards. The 
size, folio, a half-sheet printed on both sides, 
and deserving the character which an angry 
correspondent in No. 160 gives it, " tobacco^ 
paper and scurvy letter." They were, how- 
ever, when collected in volumes, reprinted in 
royal octavo, and large letter, at one guinet 
per volume, and a most numerous list of sub- 
scribers, '' the greatest beauties and wits in the 
whole island of Great Britain," engaged to 

* The fijst four numbers of the original folio were " printe4 
for the author;** the remaining numher ** sold by John Mor- 
pliew, ne:ir Stationers* Hall, where adverttsenwnts are takes 
in." When collected into volume , they were •* to be delivered 
to fubfcri^^Ts by Charles Lillie, perfumer, at the corner of 
Beaufoit Boildingf, in the Strand, and John Morphew, near 
S'ati(>n< I't Hall " But they are entei^d in Stationer's H.<U as 
tlie sole pioperty, in folio, octavo, twelvet> and alivUiif 
volumes whatevcTi of John Nutt. 
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take the work at that unprecedented price *. 
These very generous subscriptions are hand- 
somely acknowledged by Steele in No. 162. 
The splendid octavo edition was followed by 
another in 12mo ** on a neat Elzevir letter" a 
very lieautiful book, and like the others 
printed in the same year, very accurate. The 
papers were in general corrected by the au- 
thors, with some, but few, omissions and ad- 
ditions. 

St exile's manner of taking leave of the 
public, ^s Air. Bickerstaff*^ is graceful and 
characteristic. *^ The general purpose of the 
whole,'* it is said in tne last paper, ** has 
been to recommend truth, innocence, honour, 
and virtue, as the chief ornaments of life ; but 
I considered that severity of manners was 
absolutely necessary to him who w^ould cen- 
sure others, and for that reason and that only, 
ciiose to talk in a mask. I shall not carry my 
humility so far as to call myself a vicious man, 
but at the same time must confess, my life is 
at best but pardonable. And with a greater 
character than this, a man would make but 
an indiflferent progress in attacking prevailing 
and fashionable vices, >rhicb Mr. Bickerstaft 
has done with a freedom of spirit, that would 

# « To print by su^^scnption wait, for sometime, a practice 
peculiar to the £i*g1isli. The first consitleiable work, for 
vhich ttm expedient was employed, is said to have been 
DtYOtM's Virgil; and it had been tried again with great »aic* 
us when the Tatlbrs were coUecied into Yulumes," 
loHMioN'a Lirz of Pop I. 

VOL. J* h 
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have lost both its beauty and efficacy, bad it 
been pretended to by Mr. Steele." 

From a scarce pamphlet in the Lambeth 
library supposed to be written by Gay, we 
Ijave authority to add, that Steele's disap- 
pearing was bewailed as some general cala* 
niity : every one wanted so agreeable an 
amusement : and the coffee-houses began to 
be sensible that his Lucubrations alone had 
brought them more customers than all their 
other newspapers put together. Never man 
threw up his pen under stronger temptations 
to have employed it longer ; for his reputa* 
tion was at a greater height, says this writer, ; 
tluin ever any living author's was before him. | 
There was tliis difference between him and all I 
the rest of the polite and gallant authors of 
the time ; the latter endeavoured to please 
thr* age l)y fulling in with them, and encou- 
raging them in their fashionable vices, and 
false notions of things. It would have been a 
jest some time since, for a man to have as- 
sorted that any thing witty could be said in 
praise of a married state ; or that devotion 
and virtue were any wav necessary to th(? 
character of a fine gentleman. Bickerstaff 
ventured to tell the town, that they were* 
parcel of fops, fools, and vain coquettes ^ 
but in such a manner, as even pleased thein» 
and made them more than half-inclined tO 
believe that he spoke trutli *. 

* " The present state of Wit/' reprinted ia the last tdili*'^ 
of Shift's Works. 
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In the Preface to the SPECTATOR, p. 36, 
Uut.line of the Note^ for imitate, read initiate^ 
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ORIGINAL DEDICATIONS. 



I. TO MR. MAYNWARING ♦. 

SIR, 

* He state of conversation and business in this 
^own having been long perplexed with Pretenders 
iiboth kinds ; in order to open mens eyes against 
'^ch abuses, it appeared no unprofitable under- 
aking to publish a Paper, which should obser\'e 
^pon the manners of the pleasurable, as well as tlie 
^usy part of mankind. To make this generally 
^d, it seemed the most proper method to form it 
7 way of a Letter of Intelligence, consisting of 
Uch parts as might gratify the curiosity of persons 
fall conditions, and of each sex. But a work of 
to nature requiring time to grow into the notice 
•f the world, it happened very luckily, that, a little 
•^e I had resolved upon this design, a gentleman 
lad written predictions, and two or three other 
•icces in my name, which rendered it famous 
itfough all parts of Europe 5 and, by an inimitable 

* Arthur Maynwaringy Esq. 
VOL. I, B 
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spirit and humour, raisv*d it to as high a pitch of 
reputation as it could possibly arrive at. 

By this good fortune the name of Isaac Bicker- 
staff gained an audience of all who had any taste of 
-wit } and the addition of the ordinary occurrences 
of common Journals of News brought in a multitude 
of other readers. I could not, I confess, long keep 
up the opinion of the town, that these Lucubrations 
were written by the same hand with the first works 
which were published under my name 5 but, before 
I lost the participation of that author's fame, I had 
already found tlie advantage of his authority, to 
which I owe the sudden acceptance which my la- 
bours met with in the world. 

The general purpose of this Paper is to expose the 
false arts of life, to pull off the disguises of cunning* 
vanity, and affectation, and to recommend a gc* 
neral simplicity in our dress, our discourse, and ou^. 
behaviour. No man has a better judgment forth* 
discovery, or a nobler spirit for the contempt of fl^ 
iniposture, than yourself; which qualities rend^^ 
you the most proper patron for the author of thc5^ 
Essays In the general, the design, however ex^ 
cuted, has met with so great success, that there ^' 
hardly a name now eminent among us for powe^ 
wit, beauty, valour, or wisdom, which is not suhF' 
scribed for the encouragement of these volume^ 
This is, indeed, an honour, for which it is inapo^' 
sible to express a suitable gratitude -, and there i^ 
nothing could be an addition to the pleasure I tak^^ 
ill it but the reflection, that it gives me the mos^ 
conspicuous occasion I can ever have, of subscribing 
myself. Sir, 

Xourmost obliged, most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 
Isaac Bickehstaff*. 
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11. TO EDWARD WORTLEY MONTAGUE*, Esq. 

SIR, 

"When I send you this volume, I am ratlier to 
make you a request than a Dedication. I must de- 
sire, that if you think fit to throw away any mo- 
ments on it, you would not do it after reading those 
excellent pieces with which you are usually conver- 
sant. The images which you v/ill meet with here, 
•will be very faint, after the perusal of the Greeks 
and Romans, who are your ordinary companions. 
1 must confess I am obliged to you for the taste of 
many of their excellences, which 1 had not observed 
until you pointed tliem to me. I am very proud 
that there are some things in ihese Papers vvhich I 
know you pardon f 5 and it is no small pleasure to 
have one's labours suffered by the judgment of a 
man, who so well understiinds the true charms of 
eloquence and poesy. But 1 direct this address to 
you ; not that I think 1 can entertain yvou with my 
writings, but to thank you for the new delight I 
have, from your conversation, in those of other men. 
May you enjoy a long continuance of the true 
relish of the happiness Heaven has bestowed upt)n 
you! I know not how to say a more affectionate 
thing to you, than to wish that you may be always 
what you are j and that you may ever think, as I 
know you now do, that you have a much larger 
fortune than you want. I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient, and most humble servant, 

Isaac Bickerstaff. 

* Second Fon of the Hon. Lady Wot i! y Montague, and 
Condson of Edward Montague, the lint Enrl of Sandwich. 

'f This {tn:n\s to amount to a declaration, that E. Worlley 
Mootaguei e:q. was btmself a writer in these paperi* 

B 2 
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III. TO TIIR RIOIIT HONOURABLE 

WILLIAM, LOUD COWPE 

BAHON OP WINOHAM. 

MY tORO, 

Aftrr having; long crlrbratrd the unprrior 
and r!X(:^l)r•^^rfl, jiinong rnrn, in an in):iginarj 
rnrx^r, I do niVHrU* thr Iiononr lo .hIiow my 
ration for trnnsri'nd'-nt mrrit undT my own 
in thi< addrrsH to unn- liordsliip. 'j'hc jiwl flj; 
lion of tho>r liijjh iuroinplishmrnti of w!»i« 
arr mn«trr, ha« hrr.n ui\ advaniagr to all 
fcllow-Mihjfrti ; and it is from (Iir common 
j',ati"n you liavr laid upon all the. world, tl 
thoup[h a ])rivat(: man, can prf ti*nd to br. af 
W'itli, or takr thr librrfy to at knowledge, your 
talf-ntM and public virturH. 

It givcH a plcaning prospect to your frirnds, 
to Hay, to the trirndi of your country, th: 
liavc paBHed throuirh the. hif^hrnt oflTiccs, at f 
^\'hen othcru UMually do but form to thrmsdv 
IjopcB of them. Tlicy may expr< t to net* you 
IfouHttol I/ordi a« many yrarHas you were ascc 
to it. It h our common f^ood, (hat your adn 
elocpienee ran now no I()n;;cr he employed, I 
tlie expren.nion of yotir owti Hentiments and 
njent. The Hkilful pleader is now for everc! 
into the jimt judy^e j wljich latter ehara< te 
Ixmlhhip exerts with ho prevailing an impart 
that you win (he approliation even of thon 
iliwrnt from you, and you alwayH obtain i 
because you arc never moved by it. 
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^ives you a certain dignity prculiar to your 

situation, and makes the equity, even of a 

igh Chancellor, appear but a degree towards 

nanimity of a Peer of Great Britain. 

ve me, my Lord, when I cannot conceal 

u, that I shall never hereafter behold yon, 

ihall behold you, as lately, defending th<; 

ad the unfortunate *. 

n we attend to your Lordship engaged in a 

ic, we cannot but reflect upon the many re- 

which the vain-glorious speakers of anti- 
ave demanded in a man who is to excel in 
3 I say, my Lord, when we reflect upon the 
s by viewing the example, though there is . 
tllence proposed by those rhetoricians want- 
e whole art seems to be resolved into that one 
of speaking, sincerity in the intention. The 
1 manner, the apt gesture, and the assumed 
1, are impotent helps to persuasion, in com- 

of the honest countenance of him who 

what he really means. From whence it is, 

the beauties which others attain with labour, 

your Lordship but the natural eflects of the 

hat dictates. 

this noble simplicity, which makes you sur- 
lankind in the faculties wherein mankind arc 
uished from other creatures, reason- and 

• 

lese gifts were communicated to all men in 
:ion to I he truth and ardour of their hearts. 
Id speak of you with the same force as you 
J yourself on any other subject. But I resist 
isent impulse as agreeable as it is to me ; 
I indeed, had I any pretensions to a fame o 
ad, I should, above all other themes, attempt 
gyrick upon my Lord Cowper : for tlie only 

* The Duke of Marlborough, 

^ 3 
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sure way to a reputation for eloquence, in an age 
wherein that perfect orator lives, is to choose an 
argument, upon which be himself must of necessity 
be silent. 1 am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most devoted, 

most obedient, and most humble servant, 

Richard Steele* 



IV. TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLB 

CHARLES, LORD HALIFAX. 

From the Hovel at Hamptonwick, April 71 1711. 

MY LORD, 

When I first resolved upon doing myself this ho- 
nour, I could not but indulge a certain vanity in 
dating from this little covert, where I have fre- 
quently had the honour of your Lordship's company, 
and received from you very many obligations. The 
elegant solitude of this place, and the greatest plea- 
sures of it, I owe to its being so near those beau- 
tiful manofs wherein you sometimes reside. It is 
not retiring from the world, but enjoying its most 
valuable blessings, when a man is permitted to share 
in your Lordship's conversations in the country. 
All the bright images which the Wits of past ages 
have left behind them in their writings, the noble 
plans which the greatest Statesmen have laid down 
for administration of affairs, are equally the fami- 
liar objects of your knowledge. But what is pecu- 
liar to your Lordship above all the illustrious per- 
sonages tliat have appeared in any age, is, that wit 
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and learning have from your example fallen into a 
new aera. Your patronage has produced those arts, 
^vhich before shunned the commerce of the world, 
into the service of life ; and it is to you we owe, that 
the man of wit has turned himself to be a man of 
business. The false delicacy of men of genius, and 
tlie objections which others were apt to insinuate 
against their abilities for entering into affairs, have 
equally vanished. And experience has shown, that 
men of letters are not only qualified with a greater 
capacity, but also a greater integrity in the dispatch 
of business. Your own studies have been diverted 
from being the highest ornament, to the highest use 
to raanlcind -, and the capacities which would have 
rendered you the greatest poet of your age, have to 
the advantage of Great Britain been employed in 
pursuits which have made you tlie most able and 
Unbiassed patriot. A vigorous imagination, an ex- 
tensive apprehension, and a ready judgment, have 
distinguished you in all the illustrious parts of ad- 
ininistration, in a reign attended with such diffi- 
culties, that the same talents, without the same 
quickness in the possession of them, would have 
been incapable of conquering. The natural success 
of such abilities, has advanced you to a seat in that 
illustrious house, where you were received by a 
crowd of your relations. Great as you are in your 
honours, and personal qualities, I know you will 
forgive an humble neighbour the vanity of pre- 
tending to a place in your friendship, and sub« 
scribing himself, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obliged, 

and most devoted servant, 

Richard Ste£Z.e, 



^ Steele's preface to 



PRKFACE TO THE OCTAVO EDITION, 17MK 

In the last Tatler I promised some explanation of 
passages and persons mentioned in this work, ai 
well as some account of the assistances I have had 
in the performance. I shall do this inveryfe*^ 
words ; k)r when a man has no design but to speak 
plain truth, he may say a great deal in a very narrow 
compass. I have, in the dedication of the first vo^ 
lume, made my acknowledgments to Dr. Swifii 
\\ hose pleasant writings, in the name of Bickerstaff, 
created an inclination in the town towards anything 
that could appear in the same disguise. I mustac-; 
knowledge also, that, at my first entering; upon this 
work, a certain uncommon way of thinking, and a 
turn in conversation peculiar to that agreeable gen- 
tleman, rendered his company very advantageous to 
one whose imagir^ation was to be continually em- 
ployed upon obvious and common subjects, though 
at the same time obliged to treat of them in anew 
and unbeaten method. His verses on the " Shower 
in Town/* and the ** Description of the Morning," 
are instances of the happiness of that genius, which 
could raise such plea-ing ideas upon occasions so 
barren to an ordinary invention. 

AVhen I am upon the house of Bickerstaff, I must 
not forget that genealogy of the family sent to me by 
the post, and written, as I since understand, by 
j\Ir. Tvvisden, who died at the battle of Mons, and 
has a monument in Westminster- abbey, suitable ta 
the respect which is due to his wit and his valotir. 
''J'here are through the course of the work very many 
incidents which were written by unknown corre- 
spondents. Of this kind is the tale in the second 
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Tatler, and the epist'.e from Mr. D(jwnes the 
pnrfnpter, with others which were very well re- 
ctived by the piiblick. But I have only one gen- 
tleman, who will be nameless, to thank for any 
frequent assistance to me, which indeed it would 
have been barbarous in him to have denied to one 
Mith whom he has lived in an intimacy from child- 
hood, considering the great ease with which he is 
able to dispatch the most entertaining pieces of this 
nature. This good office he performed with such 
force of genius, humour, wit, and learning, that I 
fared like a distressed prince, who calls in a pow- 
erful neighbt)ur to his aid 5 I was undone by my 
auxiliary ; when I had once called him in, I cuul J. 
not subsist without dependance on him. 

llic same hand writ the distinguishing characters 
of men and women under the names of " Musical 
Jnstmments," '* The Distress of the News-writers," 
" The Inventory of the Play-house,'* and ** The 
Description of the Thermometer,** which 1 cannot but 
look upon as the greatest embellishments of tiiis work. 

Thus far I thought necessary to say relating to 
the great hands which have been concerned in these 
volumes, with relation to the spirit and genius of 
the work ; and am far from pretending to modesty 
in making this acknowledgment. What a man ob- 
tains from the good opinion and friendship of wor- 
thy men, is a much greater honour than he can pos- 
sibly reap from any accomplishments of his own. 
But all the credit of wit which was given me by the 
gentlemen above-mentioned, with >\hom I have 
now accounted, has not been able to atone for the 
exceptions made against me for some raillery in 
behalf of that learned advocate for the episcopacy 
of the church, and the liberty of the people, Mr. 
Hoadly. I mentioned this only to defend my self against 
ifae ixuputatioD of being moved rather by parly thai^ 



10 Steele's preface. 

opinion i and I think it is apparent^ I have with 
the utmost frankness allowed merit wherever I 
found it, though joined in interests different from 
those for which 1 have declared myself. When my 
Favonius is acknowledged to be Dr. Smalridge, and 
the amiable character of the Dean in the sixty-sixth 
Tatler, drawn for Dr. Atterbury ; I hope 1 need say 
no more as to my impartiality. 

I really have acted in these cases with honest}', 
and am concerned it should be thought otherwise: 
For wit, if a man had it, unless it be directed to 
some useful end, is but a wanton frivolous quality} 
all that one should value himself upon in this kind 
is> that he had some honourable intention in it. 

As for this point, never hero in romance was 
carried away with a more furious ambition to con- 
quer giants and tyrants, than I have been in cxtir* 
pating gamesters and duellists. And indeed, like 
one of those knights too, though I was calm before, 
J am apt to fly out again, when the thing that first 
disturbed me is presented to my imagination. I 
sliall therefore leave off when I am well, and fight 
witli windmills no more : only shall be so arrogant 
as to say of myself, that, in spite of all the force of 
fashion and prejudice, in the face of all the worid, 
I alone bewailed the condition of an English gen* 
tleman, whose fortune and life are ot this day pre- 
carious 'y while his estate is liable to the demands 
of gamesters, through a false sense of justice ; and 
to the demands of duellists, through a false sense 
of honour. As to the first of these orders of nocn, 
I have not one word more to say of them : as to 
the latter, I shall conclude all I have more to offer 
against them, with respect to their being prompted 
by the fear of shame, by applying to the duellist 
what I think Dr. South says somewhere of the liar, 
'* lie is a coward to man, and a bravo to Grod." 
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^iequid agurtt homines ■ 

mstri £it farrago lihel/i. 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream^ 

Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. P^ 

1 HOUGH the otlicr papers, which are published 
for theu5e. of the good people of England, have cer- 
liuilyvery wholesome effects, and are laudable in their 
ptrticfilar kinds, they do not seem to come up to 
tile main design of such narrations, which, I hum- 
if pnesume^ should be principally intended for the: 
QfQ a£ politic persons, who are so public-spirited as 
to neglect their own affairs to look into transactions* 
of itate. Now these gentlemen, for the most part, 
hMg p^3on$ of strong zeal, and weak intellects^ 
it it both a charitable and necessary work to offer 
KMDething^ whereby such worthy and well-affected 
Bembers of the commonwealth may be instructedi 
ifier their reading, what to think ; which shall be 
tbe end and purpose of this my paper, wherein I 
dull, from time to time, report and consider all 
Batters of what kind soever that shall occur to me, 
>tti publish such my advices and reflections every 
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Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday in the week, for 
the convenience of the post. I resolve to have 
something which may be of entertainment to the 
fair sex, in honour of whom I have invented* the 
title of this paper. I therefore earnestly desire all 
persons, without distinction, to take it in for the 
present gratis , and hereafter at the price of one 
penny, forbidding all Hawkers to take more for it 
at their peril. And I desire all persons to consider, 
that I am at a very great charge for proper materials 
for this work, as well as that, before I resolved 
upon it, I had settled a correspondence in all parts 
of the known and knowing world. And forasmuch 
as this globe is not trodden upon by mere drudges 
of business only, but that men of spirit and gejiius 
are justly to be esteemed as considerable agents in 
it, we shall not, upon a dearth of news, present 
you with musty foreign edicts, or dull proclama- 
tions, but shall divide our relation of the passages 
which occur in action or discourse throughout this 
town, as well as elsewhere, under such dates of 
places as may prepare you for the matter you are 
to expect in the following manner. 

*' AH accounts of gallantry, pleasure, and enter- 
tainment, shall be under the article of White's 
Chocolate-house f ; poetry, under that of Will's 
Coffee-house J ; Learning, under the title of Gre- 
cian § 3 foreign and domestic news, you will have 
from Saint James's Coffee-house 5 and what else I' 

* taken. Original T. 

-f White's Chocolate-house w.is then lower down in Su 
James's Scieet than it is at present, and on the other side. 

{ Will's Coffee-house was on the north side of Rassel Street 
in Covent Garden, now the house. No, 23, Great Russel Street. 

§ The Grecian was^ and still isj in Devercux Court, io th« 
Strand* 
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liave to offer on any other subject shall be dated 
from mj own apartment. 

" I once more desire my reader to consider, that 
» I cannot keep an ingenious man to go daily to 
Will's under two-pence each dny, merely for his 
charges 5 to White's under six-pence ; nor to tlie 
Grecian^ without allowing him some plain Spanish, 
to be as able as others at the learned table ; and that 
a good observer cannot speak with even Kidney * 
at St. James's \\ ithout clean linen ; I say, these con- 
siderations will, I hope, make all persons willing to 
comply with my humble request (when my gratis 
stock is exhausted) of a penny a- piece 5 especially 
Mce they are sure of some proper amusement, and 
that it is impossible for me to want means to enter- 
tain them, having, besides the force of my own 
parts, the power of divination, and that I can, by 
casting a figure, tell you all that will happen before 
it comes to pass. 

'* But tliis last faculty I shall use very sparingly, 
and speak but of few things until they are passed f , 
for fear of divulging matters which may offend our 
superiors. 



t> 



Whites Chocolate- hotise, April 7. 

The deplorable .condition of a very pretty gentle- 
man, who walks here at the hours when men of 
quality first appear, is what is very much lamented. 
His history is, ,That, on the ninth of September, 
1705, being in his one-and-twentieth year, he was 
vasluBg his teeth at a tavern window in Pall Mall, 
vhen a fine equipage passed by, and in it a young 
ladv who looked up at him 3 away goes the coach, 
and tlie young gentleman pulled off his night-cap, 

* K'Jney wm one of the waiters at St James's Coffee-housct. 
f Nr.t speak of any Uiiiig till it is passed. Orisinai T. 
TOL. I. C 
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and instead of nibbmg his gams, as he ought to do^ 
out of the window until about four of the clock, 
sits him down and spoke not a word until twelve at 
night 3 after which he began to enquire if any body 
knew the lady? — The company asked what lady? 
but he said no more, until they broke up at six in 
the morning. All the ensuing winter he went from 
church to church every Sunday, and from play- 
house to play-house every night in the week j but 
could never find the original of the picture which 
dwelt in his bosom. In a word, his attcDtion to 
any thing but his passion was utterly gone. He has 
lost all the money he ever played for, and been con- 
futed in every argument he has entered upon, since 
the moment he first saw her. He is of a noble fa- 
mily, has naturally a very good air, and is of a 
frank honest temper : but this passion has so ex- 
treraely mauled him, that his features are set and 
uninformed, and his whole visage is deadened, by 
a long absence of thought. He never appears in 
any alacrity, but when raised by wine 5 at whidi 
time he is sure to come hither, and throw away a 
great deal of wit on fellows who have no sense 
farther than just to observe, that our poor Lover has 
most understanding when he is drunk, and is least 
in his senses when he is sober *• 

The reader is desired to take notice of the article 
from this place from time to time, for I design tD. 
be very exact in the progress this unhappy gentleman 
makes, which may be of great instruction to all who 
actually are, or who ever shall be^ in love. 

Jf^irs Coffee-house, April 8. 
On Thursday last was acted, for the benefit of 

V Edward Lord Viscount Hinchinhroke^ mentioned after- 
^wznh undtr the namt of Cyntbto* He died in the life'tiroc of 
bis fatbei', Oct. 3, lya^* 



ir !• TATLER. 15 

Mr* Betterton, the celebrated comedy called Love 
lor Love. Thofe excellent players, Mrs. Barry, 
Mrs. Bracegirdle, and Mr. Dogget, though not at 
present concerned in the house, acted on that oc- 
casion. There has not been known so great a con- 
course of persons of distinction as at that time ; the 
stage Itself was covercd with gentlemen and ladies, 
and when the curtain was drawn, it discovered even 
there a very splendid audience. This unusual cn- 
coaragemeot^ which was given to a play for the ad- 
vantage of so great an actor, gives an undeniable in« 
itance, that the true relish for manly entertainments 
fiid rational pk^asures is not wholly lost. All the 
parts were acted to perfection ; the actors were 
careful of their carriage, and no one was guilty of 
. the affectation to insert witticisms of his own -, but a 
due respect was had to the audience, for encou- 
raging this accomplished player* It is not now 
^ubted but plays will revive, and take their usual 
ptace in the opinion of persons of wit and merit, 
Botwithstanding their late apostacy in favour of 
dress and sound. This place is very much altered 
ance Mr. Drydcn frequented it ; where you used to 
Kc srngs, epigrams, and satires, in the hands of 
every man you met, you have now only a pack of 
cards ; and instead of the cavils about the turn of 
the expression, the elegance of the style, and the 
kkCy the learned now dispute only about the truth 
«f the game. But however the company is altered, 
til have shown a great respect for Mr Betterton : 
and the very gaming part of this house have been 
so touched with a sense of the uncertainty of human 
affairs (which alter with themselves every moment) 
Aat in this gentleman tliey pitied Mark Anthony of 
Kocne, Hamlet of Denmark, Mithridatcs of Pontus, 
Theodosius of Greece, and Henry the Eighth of 
£agUud« It is well known^ he has been in tlie 

C 2 
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condition of each of those illustrious personages fcr 
it vc-iT.1 hours together, and behaved himself in those 
lii£:h stations, in all the changes of the scene, \iith 
-.11 i tabic dignity. For these reasons, we intend to 
re- peat this late favour to him on a prc^)er occasion, 
lest he, who can instnict us so well in personflting 
feigiu-d sorrows, should be lost to us by su^ring 
under real ones. The to>*Ti is at present in voy 
great expectation of seeing a comedy now in re- 
hearsal, which is the twenty-fifth production of my 
honoured friend Mr, Thomas D'Urfey ; who, be- 
sides his great abilities in the dramatic, has a pe- 
culiar talent in the lyric way of writing, and that 
with a manner wholly new and unknown to the 
ant: en t Greeks and Romans, wherein he is bat 
faintly imitated in the translations of the modem 
Italian Operas. 

Si. James's Coffee house, April ii. 

Letters from the Hague of the sixteenth say, 
that Major General Cadogan was gone to Brussck, 
with orders to disperse proj^er instructions fr as- 
sembling the whole force of the allies in Flanders, 
in the beginning of the next month. The late oficrs 
concerning peace were made in the style of persons 
who tliiiik themselves upon equal terms : but the 
allies have so just a sense of their present advantage* 
tliat they w^ill not admit of a treaty, except France 
ofters what is more suitable to her present condition. 
At the same time we make preparations, as if we 
were alarmed by a greater force than that which we 
are carrying into the field. Thus this point seem^ 
now to be argued sword in hand. This was what a 
great general * alluded to, when being asked the 
^lame of tlicse who were to be plenipotentiaries for 

* The duke of Mailborough. 
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the ensuing peace, he answered with a serious air, 
"There are about an hundred thousand of us.*' 
Mr. Kidney, who has the ear of the greatest poli- 
ticians that come hither, tells me, there is a mail 
come in to-day with letters, dated Hague, April 
the nineteenth, N. S. which say, a design of 
bringing part of our troops into the iield, at the 
btter end of this month, is now altered to a reso- 
lation of marching towards the camp about the 
twentieth of the next. Prince Eugene was then re- 
tnraed thither from Amsterdam. He sets out from 
Brassels on Tuesday : the greater number of the 
^eral officers at the Hague have orders to go at 
the same time. The squadron at Dunkirk consists 
of seven vessels. There happened the other day, in 
the road of Scheveling, an engagement between a 
privateer of Zeeland and one of Dunkirk. The 
Dunkirkcr, carrying thirty-three pieces of cannon, 
was taken and brousrht into the Texel. It is said 
the courier of Monsieur Rouille is returned to him 
from the Court of France. Monsieur Vendosme, 
bebg re-instated in the favour of tlie dutchess of 
Burgundy, is to command in Flanders. 

Mr. Kidney added, that there were letters of the 
•cventeenth from Ghent, which give an account, 
that the enemy had formed a design to surprise two 
battalions of tne allies which lay at Alost : but those 
battalions received advice of their march, and re- 
tired to Dendermond Lieutenant General Wood 
tppcared on this occasion at the head of five thou- 
sand foot and one thousand horsey upon which the 
enemy tvithdrew, without making any farther at' 
tempL 

From rny own Apartment, 

I am sorry I am obliged to trouble the publick 
^ith so much discourse upon a matter which 1 at 

c 3 
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the very first mentioned as a trifle, viz. the death of 
Mr. Partridge*, und^r whose name there is an 
almanack come out for the year 1709 ; in one page 
of which is asserted by the said John Partridge, that 
he is still living, and not only so, but that he was 
also living some time before, and even at the instant 
when I writ of his death. I have in another place, 
and in a paper by itself, sufficiently convinced this 
man that he is dead, and, if he has any shame, I 
do not doubt but that by this time he owns it to all 
his acquaintance : for though the legs and arms and 
whole body of that man may still appear, and per- 
form their animal functions ; yet since, as I have 
elsewhere observed, his art is gone, the man is gone. 
I am, as I said, concerned, that this little matter 
should make so much noise ; but since I am en- 
gaged, I take myself obliged in honour to go on in 
my lucubrations, and by the help of these arts of 
which I am master, as well as my skill in astrolo- 
gical speculations, I shall, as 1 see occasion, proceed 
to confute other dead men, who pretend to be in 
being, although they are actually deceased. I 
therefore give all men fair warning to mend their 
manners) for I shall from time to time print bills of 
mortality : and I beg the pardon of all such who 
shall be named therein, if they who are good for 
nothing shall find themselves in the number of the 
deceased. 

* Dr. Swift, in his " Pred'ctions for 1708," foretold thai 
Partridge the almanack-maker would infallibly die 00 the 29th 
of March, about eleven at night, of a raging fever. The witf 
resolved to support this Predicrion, and uniformly ifisi&ied ibjC 
Partridge actually died at that timCt 
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IP 2. THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 1709. 



^lieqitid agkfit bominci 

mstri tit farrago liielli. 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whatever men ilo, or fay, or think, or dream^ 

Oar motley paper feizes for its theme. P. 

Wiir^ Coffee-house, April 13. 

There has lain all this evening on tlie table the fol- 
lowing poem. The subject of it being matter very 
useful for families, I thought it deserved to be con- 
sidered, and made more public. The turn the poet 
gives it is very happy ; but the foundation is from a 
real accident which happened among my acquaint- 
ance. A young Gentleman of a great estate fell des- 
perately in love with a great Beauty of very high 
quality, but as ill-natured as long flattery and an 
babilual self-will could make her. However, my 
young Spark ventures upon her like a man of qua- 
lity, without being acquainted with her, or having 
ever saluted her, until it was a crime to kiss any 
woman else. Beauty is a thing which palls with 
possession : and the charms of this lady soon wanted 
the support of good-humour and complacency of 
manners : upon this, my Spark flies to the bottle 
for relief from satiety. She disdains him, for being 
tired with that for which all men envied him ; and 
he never came home, but it was — ** Was tliere no 
sot that would stay longer } would any man living 
but you ? did I leave all tlie world for this usage V* 
to which he — " Madam, split me, you are venr 
impertinent !*' In a word, this match was wedlock 
in its most terrible appearances. She, at last, weary 
of rmling to no purpose^ applies to a gpo^ u\id&» 
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who gives her a bottle, he pretended he kad bought 
i)t' Mr. Partridge, the conjurer. This, said he, I 
g:ive I en guineas for. The virtue of the enchanted 
li(]uor (said he that sold it) is such, that if the 
woman you marry proves a scold (whicbj it seems, 
my dear niece, is your misfortune 5 as it was your 
good mother's before you), let her hold three spoon- 
fuls in her mouth for a full half hour after you come 
home — but I find I am not in humour for telling a 
tale ; and nothing in nature is so ungraceful as 
story-telling against the grain 5 therefore take it as 
the author has givea it to you*. 

THE MEDICINE. A Tale— for the Ladies. 

Mis<i Molly, a fam'd Toast, was fair and youngs 
Ti;ul wealth and charms — bui thrn she ha^ a tongue I 
From morn to night th' eternal larum run, 
Ukich often lost those hearts her eye^ had won. 

Sir John was smitten, and confefsM his flamCf 
S<p,h'<] cut the usual time, then tved the dame ; 
Pcssess'd, he thoughti of ev*ry joy of life : 
Biit his dear Molly prov'd a very wife. 
Exct. ss of fomlnefs did in time declinry 
Mji'.am lov'd money, and the knight lov'd wine s 
From v/ hence some petty discord would arise. 
As, *' Y( u'le a fool!" — and, " You -*rc m-ghty wise!*' 

Tluugli he 3rd all the world allow'd her wit, 
llfr voice was shrill, and rather loud than SMeeti 
"When she began, for hat and suord he'd call, 
Then after a faint kiss cry, " B'ye, dear MulU 
Supper rud friends expe^ me at the Re $«.*' 
<< And what, Sir John, you'll get yt ur usual dose 1 
Go, Slink of smoke, and guzzle nasty wine: 
Sure, never virtuous love was us'd like mu-.e 1** 

Oft as ttie watdiful bellman march'd hit roundf 
At a f^e^h bottle gay Sir John he found. 
Ky four the knight would get his brso' ss done. 
And only then rcel'd off — becau.«^e .done; 
Foil well he knew the dreadful storm to come ; 
iiur, arm'd with Bourdeaux, he duist venture home. 

* Ti*efe veises are by Mr. William Harrisoii. 
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(rith her tongue was soil preprtr'Jf 
oud| and he impatient heard : 
hour i in a sweet pickle mnde I 
r John, w every day the trade. 
>nping alt the livr-lnng mgl)t, 
iih spleen^ and stranger to delight; 
ends staggering home a (irunktn beast, 
break my heart, as well a; rest." 
o<>p I d'ye hear my danrwi'd obstreperous spouse^ 
I yoD find one heil abi>ut the house } 
irpetual clack lie never still } 
a the softntss of a mill ! 
and distant room most he my choice, 
ly sleep uncurs'd with wife and noise.'* 
■ncomfortahle life they led, 
ig meals, and each a rep'rate bed* 
ncle oft she would cofi^plain, 
ice, and scarce from tears refrain. 
3od smok'd the matter as it was ; 
I'* cry'd he, ** and I'll remove the cauis* 
il'roiis spring within my garden ftowSy 
1 virtue, chiefty to compose 
rs, and matrimonial strife; 
xir I* appease man and wife : 
th' effects, the qualities divine ; 
:aird, hut worth its ^e'ght in wine* 
len airs Sir John should come, 
ifnls take, hold in your mouth— >then monib 
look pleas'd, when he shall rage and fct^d { 
r mouih the healing cordial hold ; 
this sympathetic m«*d'cine try'd, 
a lover, you a hippy bride, 
{t niece, keep this grand secret close, 
*attling bussy '11 hei* a d<>$e.** 
bottle *s brought f«T her relief { 
could sooner eas^ the lady's grief: 
lOUghts are on the trial ben', 
lelike, impa'icnt f'«r ih* event, 
ny knight reels home exccedirig clear, 
>r clamour and domestic war; 
he ^ries,* *« Hey I where 's our thunder fled I 
ne I Betty, 's your lady dead ?" 
tide, an ample mouthful takes, 
;oolu kind| but not a word she speaks ; 
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\^(m<Iarin(;, li« •CAr'd» tcarcoly Mi tyti bcUtv'^t 

Hue roumi hit cat* «Kic«4hly tiettiy'iL 

** Why how now, Molly, uhut 's t))« crf<tclt«C now ? 

Site tmitci, iinj uniwfiiimly witU • h(»w. 

Then, cl.*«pii>K hi»r nbou', *• Why, hi m« <'l* I 

1 h> ftf ni((ht-chiAChf, Mdll, Heconte (li«e mixhtity I*' 

%Viih that he itgiiM, htr haint htjan to picM^ 

And Hrtty calli, hr? I.idy i<» undiciif. 

** tiitf, kiMm«. Molly— fnr Tni much ioclin'd.'* 

Her lace »he ruti, to (-•ke I lai m ii»« miod i 

Thui i4i« foiiil pair to IrU rn,«moiii*il wetit, 

Th« laJy pl«.if'd, and He f^ochl koiglit ooiiienC* 

For many dayiil»cM fond rndearm«tiif (ia%C| 
Th« reconcUinc hoUl« h 1 »( Uit i 
*Twa4 u''d and gone — <fttu muitiicht ftoi mi arofff 
And Imikv and word* (h« union d acompoiif, 
Har coach U nrder'd, and poAie-fiMU «ho t\\Hf 
To heg h«r unci* for M)me f rath luppticft | 
Tran^t^^^f^^ ^f*^* ^'>* itiang^ 0ff< cci rtlata» 
iler kni|hi'tcoiivei»»<>n, i'nd her happy tciC*! 

** Why, niacf/' itvt ho, ** 1 pryili«a appralMnli 
The waterU water— )>« ihyiclf ttia friend. 
Such beaniy would the coldru liuiband warm | 
But your provokmg tnnc.uc undtiei (|»« ctMrm t 
Re R lent and cimiplying i vou Ml Mion find, 
Sir John without a m«u'cina will bf kind/' 

St, James M Gtff'ce-kome, jipril rj. 

Lctl'TH from Venice «ay, th« diinppointr 
fh(!ir cx()(!Ctation to %cc Iuh DiUiiMli Mnjr.Hly 1 
nuicli dijtijtiictrd (lie Court of Koine. Our 
vicrH from Grrmunv inform \x%, tlial the Mir 
llimovrr linM ur^Mul thr ('ouncil at Uatiah< 
i'Xcrt thnmMclvcM in hHiaU of the common 
and taken the lihrrty to May^ That the <\'\pi\ 
virtue, the pnuic nee of hi^ Kh-( u^ral Highn 
inaHtcr, were, r^llrd to the head of their at 
%'ain, if they thoiif^ht fit tokave him nake4 
2)roper mrann, to niakr \\\mc exeellrncefi ti» 
the honour and .^tafcty of the empire. Tht 
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from Berlin of the thirteenth, O. S. That the true 
design of General Fleming's visit to that Court was, 
to insinuate that it will be for the mutual interest of 
the King of Prussia and King Augustus to enter 
into a new alliance 3 but that tlie Ministers of Prussia 
arc not inclined to his sentiments. We hear from 
Vienna, that his Imperial Majesty has expressed 
great satisfaction in their tligh Mightinesses having 
communicated to him the whole that has passed in 
the affair of a peace. Though there have been 
piactices used by the agents of France, in all the 
Coarts of Europe, to break the good understanding 
of the allies, tJiey have had no other effect, but to 
make all the members CT)ncerned in the alliance 
more doubtful of their safety from the great offers 
cf the enemy. The Emperor is roused by this alarm, 
and the frontiers of all the French dominions are in 
danger of being insulted the ensuing campaign. Ad- 
vices from all parts coniirni, that it is impossible for 
France to find a way to obtain so much credit, as to. 
cain any one potentate of the allies, or conceive any 
hope for safety from other prospects. 

From my own uipartment, April 13. 

I find it of very great use, now I am setting up 
Ibr a writer of news, that I am an adept in astrolo- 
ipcal speculations j by which means I avoid speak- 
ing of tilings which may ofiend great persons. But, 
lithe same time^ I must not prostitute tlie liberal 
icieiices so far, as not to utter the truth in cases 
vUch do not immediately concern the good of my 
silive counti}'. I must therefore contradict what has 
been so assuredly reported by the news- writers of 
England^ That France is in the most deplorable, 
eoodition, and that their people die in great mul- 
Andes. I will theref9re let the world know, that 
mj correspondent^ by the way of Brussels^ informs 
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mc upon his honour. That the gentleoaan wko 
\\Tites the Gazette of Paris, and ought to know » 
v>t\\ as any man, lias told him, tliat ever uooe the 
King has been past his sixty-third year, or ffsai 
climacteric, there has not died one man of the 
French nation who was younger than his Majatf, 
except a very fe.w, who were taken sudd^y vxM 
the village of Hockstet in Germany; and SGoe 
more, who were straitened for lodging at a pkoe 
called Ramilies, and died on the road to Ghent tai 
Bruges. There are also other things given oat<if 
the allies, which are shifts below a conquering na- 
tion to make use of. Among others it is said. There 
i» a general murmuring among the people of France, 
tlioiigh at the same time all my letters agree, thlt 
there is so good an understanding among them, thai 
til ( re is not one morsel carried out of any marJEtt 
in tlie kingdom, but whnt is delivered upon credit. 
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^luicquid agunt bom 'mi ■ - 

mjiti ejl farrago lihellu 

JUV. Sat. 1.8s, W* 

WhateVr men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper feizes for its theme. P* 

UVts Coffee-house, April 14. 

This evening the comedy called the Country Wife 
was acted in Drury-lane, for the benefit of Mn. 
JJigiiell, The part which gives name to the play 
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formed by herself, Through the whol« 
e made a very pretty figure, and exactly 
nto the nature of the part. Her husband, 
rama, is represented to be one of those dc- 
who run through the vices of the town, 
:ve, when they think fit, they can marry 
e at their ease. His own knowledge of the 
of the age makes him choose a wife wholly 
of it, and place his security in her want of 
ibuse him. The poet, on many occasions, 
e propriety of the character will admit of it, 
s,- that there is no defence against vice but 
;mpt of it f and has, in the natural ideas of 
ited innocent, shown the gradual steps to 
destruction which persons of condition run 
hout the help of a good education to form 
iduct. The torment of a jealous coxcomb, 
isesfroi;n his own false maxims, and tlie ag- 
I of his pain by the very words in which he 
innocence, makes a veiy pleasant and in- 
satire. The character of Horner, and the 
f it, is a good representation of the age in 
lat comedy was written ; at which tim* 
wenching were the business of life, and 
nt manner of pursuing women was the best 
ndation at Court. To this only it is to be 
that a gentleman of Mr. Wycherley's cha- 
d sense condescends to represent the insults 
he honour of the bed, without just reproof j 
ive drawn a man of probity with regard to 
siderations had been a monster, and a poet 
lat time discovered his want of knowing tha 
of the Court ht- lived in, by a virtuous cha- 
his line gentleman, as he would shew hi$ 
e, by drawing a vicious one to please the 
ludience, Mrs. Bignell did her part very 
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happily, and had a certain grace in her rusticity, 
which gave us hopes of seeing her a very skilful 
player, and in some parts supply our loss of Mrs. 
Verbruggen. I cannot be of the same opinion with 
my friends and fellow-labourers, the Reformers of 
IManners, in their severity towards plays ; but mu^t 
allow, that a good play acted before a well-bred au- 
dience, must raise very proper incitements to good 
behaviour, and be tlie most quick and most prevail- 
ing method of giving young people a turn of sense 
and breeding. But as I have set up for a weekly 
iiistorian, I resolve to be a faithful one 3 and there- 
fore take this public occasion to admonish a younj 
nobleman, who came flustered into the box last 
night, and let him know how much all his friends 
were out of countenance for him. The women sat 
in terror of hearing something that should shock 
their modesty, and all the gentlemen in as much 
pain out of compassion to the ladies, and perhaps 
resentment for the indignity which was offered in 
coming into their presence in so disrepectful a man- 
ner. Wine made him say nothing that was rude, 
therefore he is forgiven, upon condition he never 
will hazard his offending more in this kind. As 1 
just now hinted, I own myself of the " Society for 
Reformation of Manners." We have lower instni- 
ments than those of the family of Bickerstaff', for 
punishing great crimes, and exposing the aban- 
doned. Therefore, as I design to have notices from 
all public assemblies, I shall take upon me only in- 
decorums, improprieties, and negligences, in such 
as should give us better examples. After this de- 
claration, if a fine lady tliinks tit to giggle at church, 
or a great beau come in drunk to a play, either shall 
be sure to hear of it in my ensuing paper. For* 
merely as a well-bred man, I cannot bear these 
enormities. 
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: the play we naturally stroll to this coffec- 
in hopes of meeting some new poem, or 
entertainment, nmoug the men of wit and 
e, where there is a dearth at present. But 
iderful there should be so few writers, when 
is become merely mechanic, and men may 
iiemselvcs great that way, by as certain and 
le rules as you may be a joiner or a mason, 
lappens a good instance of this in what the 
has just now offered to sale, to wit, " In- 
>ns to Vanderbank -, a Sequel to the Advice 
Poets ; a Poem, occasioned by the glorious 
of her Majesty's arms, under the command 
Duke of Marlborough, the last year in Flan- 
• Here you are to understand, that the au- 
nding the poets would not take his advice, 
5 himself no more about them ; but has met 
ne Vanderbank, who works in arras, and 
very good tapestry hangings ; therefore, in 
o celebrate the hero of the age, he claps to- 
all that can be said of a man that makes 
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artist, who does Nature's face express 
: an«i goM, and scenes of itctioh dress ; 
:gur'd arras animated leave, 
bright story, or a passion weave; 
i-ghng threaJs, cand mingle shade and light| 
ate triumphs, or describe a fight } 

I, what shall this workman do? why? to 
ow great an hero the poet intends, he pro- 
im a very good horse : 

l»ing his foam, and bounding on the plain, 
his high neck, and graceful spread his mane* 

' as to tli6 intrepidity, the calm courage, the 
It application of the hero, it is not necessary 

* By Sir Richard Blackmore* 
D 2 
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to take that upon yourself : you may, in the lump, 
bid him you employ, raise him as high as he can; 
and if he does it not, let him answer for disobeyinj 
orders. 

l.cf fjme anJ victory in inferior sky 
Hover with hahnc'd wings, and smiling fly 
Above his head, &c. 

A whole poem of this kind may be ready against 
an ensuing campaign, as well as a space left in the 
canvas of a piece of tapestry for the principal figure, 
while the under-parts are working ; so that, in ef- 
fect, the adviser copies after the man he pretends 
to direct. This method should, methinks, encou- 
rage young beginners.; for the invention is so fitted 
to all capacities, that by the help of it a man may 
make a receipt for a poem. A young man may ol>- 
serve that the jig of tlie thing is, as I said, finding 
out all tliat can be said in his way whom you em- 
ploy to set forth your worthy. Waller and Denhara 
had worn out the expedience of ** Advice to a 
Painter :" this author has transferred the work, 
and sent his Advice to the Poets ; that is to say, 
to the Turners of Verse, as he calls them. Well ; 
that thought is worn out also ; therefore he directs 
his genius to tlie loom, and will have a new set of 
hangings in honour of the laft year in Flanders. I 
must own to you, I approve extremely this inven- 
tion, and it might be improved for the benefit of 
manufactory ; as, suppose an ingenious gentleman 
should write a poem of advice to a Callico-printer ; 
<lo you think there is a girl in England, thai would 
wear any thing but the ** Taking of Lisle," or, 
*' The Battle of Oudenarde ?' They would cer- 
tainly be all the fashion, until the heroes abroad had 
cut out some more patterns. I should fancy small 
i>Hii'n)ishes might do for under-petticoats, provided 
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hey had a siege for tlie upper. If our adviser were 
Acll imitated, many industrious people might be 
3ut to work. Little Mr. Dactile, now in the 
oom, who formerly writ a song and a half, is a 
veek gone in a very pretty work, upon this hint : 
le is writing an epigram to a young virgin who 
vnits very well (it is a thousand pities he is a Ja- 
robite) : but his epigram is by way of advice to Uiift 
iamsel, to knit all the actions of the Pretender and 
he Duke of Burgundy's last campaign in the clock 
)f a stocking. It were endless to enumerate the 
uany hands and trades that may be employed bv 
x)ets, of so useful a turn as this adviser. I shall 
iiinkof it; and, in this time of taxes, shall consult 
I great critic employed in the custom-house, in order 
:o propose what tax may be proper to be put upon 
knives, seals, rings, hangings, wrought beds, gowns^j^ 
md petticoats, where any of these commodities bear 
mottoes, or are worked upon poetical grounds. 

St, James's Coffee-house, April 15, 

Letters from Turin of the tlnrd instant, N. S. 
inform us, that his Royal Highness * employs all 
his address in alarming the enemy, and perplexing 
their speculations concerning his real designs the 
ensuing campaign. Contracts are entered into with 
tlie merchants of Milan, for a great number of mules 
to transport his provisions and ammunition. His 
Royal Highness has ordered the trahi of artillery to 
be conveyed to Susa before the twencietli of the next 
mouth. In the mean time, all accounts agree, that 
the enemy are very backward in their preparations^ 
and almost incapable of defending themselves against 
an invasion, by reason of the general murmurs of 
tiieir own people; which^ they find, are no waj 

* Prince Eageoe. 

^3 
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to be quieted, but by giving them hope^ of a speedy 
peace. When these letters were dispatched, the 
Marshal de Thesse was arrived at Genoa, where be 
has taken much pains to keep the correspondents of 
the merchants of France in hopes that measures 
will be found out to support the credit and com- 
merce between that state and Lyons j but the late 
declaration of the agents of Monsieur Bernard, that 
they cannot discharge the demands made upon them, 
has quite dispirited all those who are engaged in the 
remittances of France. 

Fiom my own Apartment, April i j. 

It is a very natural passion in all good members 
of the commonwealth, to take what care they can of 
their families ; therefore J hope the reader will for- 
give me, tliat 1 desire he would go to the play called 
the Stratagem this evening, which is to be acted for 
the benefit of my near kinsman, Mr. John Bicker- 
staff*. I protest to you, the gentleman has not 
spoken to me to desire this favour j but I have a 
respect fur him, as -^well in regard to consanguinity, 
as that he is an intimate friend of that famous and 
heroic actor, . Mr. George Powel ; who formerly 
played Alexander the Great in all places, though 
he is lately grown so reserved, as to act it only on 
the stage. 

* A real player of that namer 
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Sluicquid agunt bcmines 

HOitri at farragu liheUl. 

JUV. Sat.I. 85, 86. 

Whatc'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper feizts for its theme. P. 

• It is usual with persons who mount the stage for 
he cure or information of the crowd about them, 
o make solemn professions of their being wholly 
iisinterested in the pains they take for the public 
;ood. At the same time, those very men who 
nake harangues in plush doublets, and extol their 
>wn abilities and generous inclinations, tear their 
ungs in vending a drug, and show no act of bounty, 
:xcept it be, that they lower a demand of a crown 
o six, nay, to one peniiy. We have a contempt 
or such paltry barterers, and have therefore all 
ilong informed the publick, that we intend to give 
hem our advices for our own sakes, and are labour- 
ng to make our lucubrations come to some price in 
noney, for our more convenient support in the ser- 
vice of the publick. It is certain that many other 
ichemes have been proposed to me ; as a friend of- 
fered to show me a Treatise he had writ, which he 
::alled, " The whole Art of Life ; or, The Introduc- 
tion to great Men, illustrated in a Pack of Cards." 
But, being a novice at all manner of play, I de- 
clined the offer. Another advised me, for want of 
money, to set up my coach, and practise physic ; 
but, having been bred a scholar, I feared I should 
not succeed that way neither ; therefore resolved to 
go on in my present project. But you are to un- 
derstand^ that I shall not pretend to raise a credit 
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to this work upon the weight of my politic news 
only, but, as my Latin sentence in the title-page 
informs you, shall take any thing that offers for the 
subject of my discourse. Thus new persons, as well 
as new things, are to come under my consideration j 
as when a Toast or Wit is first pronounced such, 
you shall have the freshest advice of their prefer- 
ment from me, witli a description of the Beauty's 
manners, and the Wit's style j as also in whose 
places they are advanced : for this town is never 
good-natured enough to raise one without depress- 
ing another. But it is my design to avoid saying 
any thing of any person, which ought justly to dis- 
please j but shall endeavour, by the variety of the 
matter and style, to give entertainment for men of 
pleasure, without offence to those of business." 

White's Chocolate-house, April i8. 

All hearts at present pant for two ladies only, 
who have for some time engrossed the dominion of 
the town . They are indeed both exceeding charm- 
ing, but differ very much in their excellences. The 
l)L'auty of Clarissa is soft, that of Chloe. piercing. 
AVhcn you look at Clarissa, you see the most exact 
harmony of feature, complexion, and shape ; you 
find in Chloe nothing extraordinary in any one of 
those particulars, but the whole woman irresistible. 
Clarissa looks languishing ; Chloe killing; Clarissa 
never fails of gaining admiration -, Chloe of moving 
desire. The gazers at Clarissa are at first uncon- 
cerned, as if they were observing a fine picture; 
they who behold Chloe, at the first glance discover 
transport, as if they met their dearest friend. These 
different perfections are suitably represented by the 
last great painter Italy has sent us, Mr. Jervas, 
Clarissa is by tliat skilful hand placed in a manner 
Uiat looks artless^ and innocent of the torments she 
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; Cbloe IS drawn with, a liveliness that shows 

confcious of, but not affected with, her per- 
ns. Clarissa is a shepherdess, Chloe a coun- 
rl. I must own, the design of Chloe*s picture 
s, to me, great mastery in the painter j for 
ng coaid be better imagined than the dress he 
ven her, of a straw-hat and a ribbon, to repre- 
hat sort of beauty which enters the heart with 
ain familiarity, and cheats it into a belief that 

received a lover as well as an object of love, 
brce of their different beauties is seen also in 
ffects it makes on their lovers. The admirers 
iloe are eternally gay and well-pleased ; those 
iarissa melancholy and thoughtful. And as 
)assion always changes the natural man into 
te different creature from what he was before, 
)ve of Chloe makes coxcombs j that of Clarissa 
lien. There v/ere of each kind just now in 
room. Here was one that whistles, laughs, 
, and cuts capers, for love of Chloe Another 
1st now writ three lines to Clarissa, tlien taken 
1 in the garden, then came back again, then 
lis fragment, then called for some chocolate, 
went away without it. 
iloe has so many admirers in the house at pre- 

that there is too much noise to proceed in my 
tion ; so that the progress of the leves of Cla- 
and Chloe, together with the bottles that are 
^ each night for the one, and the many sighs 
li are utieued, and songs written on the other, 

be" our subject on future occasions. 

WiiCs Coffee-house, April i8. 

tters from the Hay-market inform us, that, on 
day night last, the opera of Pyrrhus and De- 
ills was peribrmed with great applause. 1 his 
licence ii not very acceptable to us friends oC 



84 TATLER. N^ 4. 

the theatre ; for the stage being an entertainment of 
the reason and all our taculties, this wny of being 
pleased with the suspence of them for three hours 
together, and being given up to tiie shallow satis- 
faction of the eyes and ears only, seems to arise 
rather from the degeneracy of our understanding, 
than an improvement of our diversions That the 
understanding has no part in the pleasure is evident, 
from what tliese letters very positively assert, to wit, 
that a great part of the performance was done in 
Italian : and a great critick * fell into fits in the 
gallery, at seeing, not only time and place, but 
languages and nations confused in the most incor- 
rigible manner. His spleen is so extremely moved 
on this occasion, that he is going to publish another 
treatise against operas, which, he thinks, have already 
inclined us to thoughts of peace, and, if tolerated, 
must infallibly dispirit us from carrying on the war. 
He has communicated his scheme to the whole 
room, and declared in what manner things of thi« 
kind were first introduced. He has upon this 
occasion considered the nature of sounds in general, 
and made a very elaborate digression upon tlic 
London Cries, wherein he has shown, from reason 
and philosophy, why oysters are cried, card matches 
sung, and turneps and all other vegetables neitha 
cried, sung, nor said, but sold, with an accent and 
tone neither natural to man nor beast. This piece 
seems to be taken from the model of that excellent 
discourse of Mrs. Manly f the school-mistress, con- 
cern! ng samplers. Advices from the upper end of 
Piccadilly say, that May Fair is utterly abolished ', 

* John Dennis. 

i Set*, in Dr. King's works, vol. IT. 8vo. edit. 1776, "An 
Fssay on lUt !• vention of Samplers, by Mrs. Arabella Manly» 
Schooliniscress at Hackoey/' 
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re hear Mr. Penkethnian has removed his in- 
is rompany of strollers to Greenwich. But 
letters from Deptford say, the company is only 
ig thither, and not yet settled ; but that scve- 
atherigods and goddesses, which are to descend 
chines, landed at the King's. Head Stairs last 
day. Venus and Cupid went on foot from 
e to Greenwich ; Mars got drunk in the town, 
roke his landlord's head, for which he sat in 
ocks the whole evenmg ; hut Mr. Penketh- 
yiving security that he should do nothing thin 
ng summer, he was s^'t at liberty. The most 
ici oly part of all was, that Diana was taken in 
:t of lornication with a boatman, and coin- 
i by justice Wrathful ; which has, it soeins, 
stop to the diversions of the theatre of Biack- 
. But there goes down another Diana and a 
3t Grissel next tide from Billingsgate. 

is credibly reported that Mr. D y* has 

d with Mr. Penkethnian to have his play acted 
I that audience as soon as it has had its first 
;d days run in Drury Lane,, 

St. James's Coffee-house^ April i8. 

ey write from Saxony of the thirteenth instant, 
. that the grand general of ihe Crown of 
id was so far from entering into a treaty with 
Stanislaus, that he had written circular letters, 
ein he exhorted the Palatines to join against 
declaring that this was the most favourable 
mcture for asserting their liberty, 
tiers from the Hague of the twenty-third 
Qt, N. S. say, they have advices from Vienna, 
h import, that his Electoral Highness of Ha- 
r had signified to the Imperial Court, that he 

♦ Tom D'Urfey. 
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did not intend to put himself at tlift head of the 
troops of the Empire, except more effectual meaburcs 
were taken for acting vigorously against the enemy 
the ensuing campaign. Upon this representaliou 
the Emperor has given orders to several rtrgiments to 
march towards the Rhine, and dispatched expresses 
to the respective princes of the empire, to desire m 
aui^mentation of their forces. 

These letters add, that an express arrived at the 
Hagiut on the twentieth instant, with advice, that 
the enemy having made a detachment from Toumay, 
of fifteen hundred horse, each trooper carrying a 
f()(U soldier behind him, in order to surprize the 
garrison of Ah)st ; the allies, upon notice of their 
march, sent out a strong body of troops from Ghent, 
which engaged the enemy at Asche, and took two 
hundred of them prisoners, obliging the rest to 
retire without making any farther attempt. On the 
twenty-second in the morning a fleet of merchant 
fchips coming from Scotland were attacked by six 
Freiich privateers at the entrance of the Meuse* 
A\'c have yet no certain advice of the event : but 
letters from Rotterdam say, that a Dutch man of 
wiu'y of forty guns, which was convoy to the said 
11' et, was taken, as were also eighteen of Ihe mer- 
(hiuts. The Swiss troops in tho service of die 
States have compleated the augmentation of dieii 
Kspective conipanies. Those of Wirtembcrg and 
Prussia are expected on the frontiers witliin a few 
days ; and the auxiharies from Saxony, as also a 
battalion of llolstein, and another of Wolfenbuttie, 
are advancing thither with all expedition. On the 
twenty-first instant the Deputies of the States had 
a conference near Woerden with the President 
Kouille, but the matter which was therein debated 
i;, not made public. His Grace the Duke of Marl- 
hurough and Prince Eugene continue at the Hagur. 
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From my own Apartment, April i8. 

I have lately been very studious for intelligence, 
and have just now, by my astrological flying post, 
received a packet from Felicia * an island in Amc- 
tica, with an account that gives me great satisfac- 
tion, and lets me understand, that the island was 
never in greater prosperity, or the administration 
in so good hands, since the death of their late 
glorious King. These letters import, that the chief 
Minister has entered into a firm league witli the 
ablest and best men of the nation, to carry on the 
cause of liberty, to the encouragement of religion, 
virtue, and honour. Those persons at the helm are 
so useful, and in themselves of such weight, that 
theit strict alliance must needs tend to the universal 
prosperity of tne people. Camillo f , it seems, pre- 
sides over the deliberations of state j and is so hip;hly 
valued by all men, for his singular probity, counige, 
affability, and love of mankind, that his being placed 
in that station has dissipated the fears of that people, 
•who of all the world are the most jealous of their li- 
berty and happiness, and the least provident for their 
security. The next member of tlieir society is Ho- 
ratio J, who makes all the public dispatches. This 
Minister is master of all the languages in use to 
great perfection. He is held in the lligh'^>5t vene- 
ration imaginable for a severe honesty, and love of 
his country : he lives in a Court unsullied wit'i any 
of its artifices ; the refuge of the oppressed, and 
terror of oppressors. Martio § has j ;ined himself 
to this council 3 a man of most undaunted resolu-* 

* In this allegorical paper, by Felicia is meant Britain, 
t John Lord Somers, President of the Council. 
t Sidney E r' of Godt)lp»nn, Lord High Treasurer. 
§ Edward Russell| £.trl of Qi ford. 
VOL. I. E 
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lion, and great knowledge in maritime affairs j fa- 
mous for destroying the navy of the Franks *, and 
singularly happy in one particular, that he never 
preferred a man who has not proved remarkably 
serviceable to his country. Philander f is men- 
tioned with particular distinction ; a nobleman who 
has the most refined taste of the true pleasures and 
elegance of life, joined to an indefatigable industry 
in business ; a man eloquent in assemblies, agree- 
able in conversation, and dextrous in all manner of 
public negociations. These letters add, that Ve- 
ronoj, who is also of this council, has lately set 
sail to his government of Patricia, with design to 
confirm the affections of the people in tlie interests 
()( his Queen. This Minister is master of great abi- 
lities, and is as industrious and restless for the pre- 
servation of the liberties of the people, as the greatest 
enemy can be to subvert them. The influence of 
these personages, who are men of such distinguished 
parts and virtues, makes the people enjoy the utraost 
tranquillity in the midst of a war, and gives them 
undoubted hopes of a secure peace from their vigi- 
lance and integrity. 

Advertisement, 

Upon the humble petition of running statToners, 
kc. this Paper may be had of them, for the futuj^e, 
at the price of one penny §. 

* At La Hogue, in 1692. 

f William Cavendish Duke of DevonshlrCi Lord Steward o( 
tlie Houshold. 

t Tliomas Earl of Wharton, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
§ The preceding papers haU been given gratis. 
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^Icquid agunt homines ■ 

nostri est farrago Hhelli, 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dreanii 

Our motley pap«r feizes for its thtme. P* 

Whites Chocolate-house, April 20. 

'* Who names that lest thing, love, without a tear, 
Since so debauchM by ill-bred customs here ? 
To an exact perfection they have brought 
The action love, the passion is forgot.*' 

This was long ago a witty author's lamentation, 
but the evil still continues j and, if a man of any 
delicacy were to attend the discourses of the young 
fellows of this age, he would believe there were 
none but prostitutes to make the objects of passion. 
So true it is what the author of the above verses 
said, a little before his death, of the modern pre- 
tenders to gallantry : *' they set up for wits in this 
age, by saying, when tliey are sober, what they of 
the last spoke only when they were drunk." But 
Cupid is not only blind at present, but dead drunk ; 
he has lost all his faculties ; else how should Celia 
be so long a maid, with that agreeable behaviour ? 
Corinna with that sprightly wit ? Lesbia with that 
heavenly voice ? and Sacharissa, with all those ex- 
cellences in one person, frequent the park, the 
play, and murder the poor Tits that drag her to 
public places, and not a man turn pale at her ap- 
pearance ? But such is the fallen state of love, that 
if it were not for honest Cynthio, who is true to tlie 

£ 2 
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cause, we should hardly have a pattei 
antieut worthies that way : and indee 
very little encouragement to persevere 
a devotion, rather than love, for his i 
says, 

*' Only tell her that I love, 

Leave the n st to her and fate ; 
Some kind planet from above 
M'ty, perhaps, her passion move : 
Lovers on thcrr stars must wait." 

But the stars I am so intimately acquai 
that I can assure him he will never hav^ 
would you believe it ? though Cynthib 
good sense, fortune, and his very being 
uprn her, the termagant for whom he sig 
love with a fellow who stj^res in the glass 
time he is with her, and lets her plainly 
may possibly be his rival, but never his* r 
Yet Cynthio, the same unhappy man whom 
tioned in my first narrative, pleases himself 
vain imagination that, with the language 
eyes, now he has found who she is, he sha 
quer her, though her eyes are intent upon or 
looks from her j which is ordinary with the s( 
is certainly a mistake in the antients to drj 
little gentleman Love as a blind boy; fori: 
character js a little thief that squints : for asl 
Meddle, who is a confident, or spy, upon 
passions in town, and she will tell you th 
whole is a game of cross purposes. The 1 
generally pursuing one who is in pursuit of ar 
md running from one that desires to meet 
^ay, the nature of this passion is so justly 
Ml ted in a squinting little thief (who is alv 
double action), that do but observe Clariss 
ne you see her, and you will find, when h< 
V e made their soft tear round the cotnpan 



^ 5, TATLER^ 41 

makes no stay on him they say she is to marry, 
but r€3ts two seconds of a minute on Wildair, who 
neither looks nor thinks on her, or any woman else. 
However, Cynthio had a bow from her the other 
day, upon which he is very much come to himself; 
and I heard him send his man of an errand yester- 
day without any manner of hesitation ; a quarter of 
an hour after which he reckoned twenty, remem- 
bcrt?d he was to sup with a friend, and went ex- 
actly to his appointment. I sent to know how he 
did this morning -, and I find that he hath not forgot 
that he spoke to me yesterday. 

WilFs Coffee-house, April 20. 

This week being sacred to holy things, and no 
public diversions allowed, there has been taken no- 
tice of even here a little Treatise called, *' A Pro- 
ject for the Advancement of Religion : dedicated to 
the Countess of Berkeley *.*' The title was so un- 
conomon, and promised so peculiar a way of think- 
.♦ing, that every man here has read it ; and as many 
as have done so have approved it. It is written 
with the spirit of one who has seen the world 
enough to undervalue it with good-breeding. The 
author must certainly be a man of wisdom as well 
as piety, and have spent much time in the exercise 
pf both. The real causes of the decay of the inte- 
rest of religion are set forth in a clear and lively 
manner, without unseasonable passions ; and the 
whole air of the book, as to the language, the senr 
timents, and the reasonings, shews it was written 
by one whose virtue sits easy about him, and to 
vrhom vice is thoroughly contemptible. It was said 
by one of this company, alluding to that knowledge 

* Fit St published by Swift in 1709. 
E3 
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of the world the author seems to have, ^* The man 
writes much like a gentleman, and goes to Heaven 
with a very good mien." 

St. James's Coffee-house, April 20. 

Letters from Italy say, that the Marquis de Prie, 
upon the receipt of an express from the Court of 
Vienna, went immediately to tlie palace of Cardinal 
Paulucci, Minister of State to his Holiness, and de- 
manded, in the name of his Imperial Majesty, that 
King Chaises should forthwith be acknowledged 
King of Spain, by a solemn act of the congregation 
of Cardinals appointed for that purpose. He declared 
at the same time, that if the least hesitation were 
made in this most important article of the late treaty, 
he should not only be obliged to leave Rome him- 
self, but also transmit his master's orders to the 
Imperial troops to face about, and return into the 
ecclesiastical dominions. When the Cardinal re- 
ported this message to the Pope, his Holiness was 
struck with so sensible an affliction, that he burst* 
into tears. His sorrow was aggravated by letters 
which immediately after arrived from the Court of 
Madrid, wherein his Nuncio acquainted him, that, 
upon the news of his accommodation witli the Em- 
peror, he had received a message to forbear coming 
to Court, and the people were so highly provoked, 
that they could hardly' be restrained from insulting 
his palace. These letters add, that the King of 
Denmark was gone from Florence to Pisa, and 
from Pisa to Leghorn, where tlie Governor paid his 
Majesty all imaginable honours. The King designed 
to go from thence to Lucca, where a magnificent 
tournament was prepared for his diversion. An 
English man of war, which came from Port-Mahon 
to Leghorn in six days, brought advice, that tlie 
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fleet, commanded by Admiral Whitaker, was 
safely arrived at Barcelona, with the troops and 
ammunition which he had taken in at Naples. 

General Boneval, Governor of Comachio, had 
summoned the magistrates of all the towns near 
that place to appear before him, and take an oath 
of fidelity to his Imperial Majesty 3 commanding 
also the gentry to pay him homage, on pain of 
death and confiscation of goods. Advices from 
Switzerland inform us, that the bankers of GeiK.v i 
"were utterly ruined by the failure of Mr. Bernard. 
They add, that the Deputies of the Swiss Cantons 
were returned from Soleure, where they were as- 
sembled at the instance of the French Ambassador, 
but were very much dissatisfied with the reception 
they had from that Minister. It is true he omitted 
no civilities or expressions of friendship from his 
master, but he took no notice of their pensions and 
arrears : what further provoked their indignation 
was, that, instead of twenty- five pistoles, formerly 
allowed to each member for their charge in coming 
to the Diet, he had presented them with six only. 
They write from Dresden, that King Augustus was 
still busy in recruiting his cavalry, and that the 
Danish troops that lately served in Hungary had 
orders to be in Saxony by the middle of May ; and 
that his Majesty of Denmark was expected at Dres- 
den in the beginning of that montli. King Au- 
gustus makes great preparations for his reception, 
and has appointed sixty coaches, each drawn by six 
horses, for tliat purpose : the interview of these 
Princes affords great matter for speculation. Let- 
ters from Paris, of the twenty-second of this month, 
say, that Marshal Harcourt and the Duke of Ber- 
wick were preparing to go into Alsace and Dau- 
phin6, but that their troops were in want of ail 
manner of necessaries. The Court of ¥ic^.tv^it. V\\v^ 
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received advices from Madrid, that on the seventh 
ct this month the States of Spain had with much 
magnificence acknowledged the Prince of Asturias^ 
presumptive heir to the Crown. This was per- 
Ibrmed at Buen-Retiro : the Deputies took the; 
oaths on that occasion from the hands of Cardinal 
Portocanero. These advices add, that it was sig- 
nilied to the Pope's Nuncio by order of Council, to. 
depart from that Court in twenty-four hours, and 
that a guard was accordingly appointed to conduct 
him to Bayonne. 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty -sixth in- 
stant in.orm us, that Prince Eugene was to set out 
the next day for Brussels, to put all things in a rea- 
diness for opening the campaign. They add, that 
the grand Pensioner having reported to the Duke of 
jVlarlborough what passed in the last conference 
w ith Mr. Rouille, his Grace had taken a resolution 
immediately to return to Great Britain, to commu: 
nicnte to her Majesty all that has been transacted^ 
in that important affair. 

From my own Apartment , April 20. 

The nature of my miscellaneous work is such^ 
\\vA I shall always take the liberty to tell for news 
such things (let them have happened never so much 
before the time of writing) as have escaped public 
iicuTe, or have been misrepresented to the world j 
]^rc>vided that I am still within rules, and trespass 
r.ol. as a Tatlcr any farther than in an incorrectness 
of style, and writing in an air of common speech. 
Thus, if any thing that is said, even of old An- 
chisesor yKneas, be s( t by me in a different light 
than has hiiheito been hit upon, in order to inspire 
tliC love and ndmiration of worthy actions, you will, 
Lentie reader, I hope, accept of it for intelligence 
yuu had not before. But I am going upon a xiarr.v 
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tive, the matter of which I know to be true : it is 
not only doing justice to the deceased merit of such 
j)ersons as, had they lived, would not have had it 
in their power to thank me, but also an instance of 
the greatness of spirit in the lowest of her Majesty's 
subjects. Take it as follows : 

At the siege of Namur by the allies, there were 
in the ranks of the company commanded by Captain 
Pincent, in Colonel Frederick Hamilton's regiment, 
one Unnion a corporal, and one Valentine a private 
centinel ^ there happened between these two men a 
dispute about a matter of love, which, upon some 
aggravations, grew to an irreconcileable hatred. 
Unnion. being the officer of Valentine, took all 
opportunities even to strike his rival, and profess 
the spite and revenge which moved him to it. The 
centinel bore it without resistance ; but frequently 
said, he would die to be revenged of that tyrant. 
They had spent whole months thus, one injuring, 
the other complaining -, when, in the midst of tliis 
rage towards each other, they were commanded 
upon the attack of the castle, where the corporal 
received a shot in the thigh, and fell ; the French 
pressing on, and he expecting to be trampled to 
death, called out to his enemy. Ah, Valentine { 
can you leave me here ? Valentine immediately 
ran back, and in the midst of a thick fire of the 
French took the corporal upon his back, and 
brought him through all that danger as far as the 
Abb^ of Salsine, where a cannon ball took oft' his 
head ; his body fell under his enemy whom he was 
canying otF. LJnnion immediately forgot his wound, 
ro:»e up, tearing his hair, and tlien threw himself 
upon the bleeding carcase, crying, *' Ah, Valen- 
tine ! was it for me, who have so barbarously used 
thee, that thou hast died? I will not live after 
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thee.'* He was not by any means to be 
from the body, but was removed with it bl< 
in his arms, and attended with tears by al 
comrades who knew their enmity. When h 
brought to a tent, his wounds were dress 
force 5 but the next day, still calling upon 
tine, and lamenting his cruelties to him, he < 
the pangs of remorse and despair. 

It may be a question among men of noble 
ments, whether of tliese unfortunate persoi 
the greater soul ; he that was so generous 
venture his life for his enemy, or he who 
not survive the man that died, in laying upi 
such an obligation ? 

When we see spirits like these in a peo 
what heights may we not suppose their gloi 
rise ! but (as it is excellently observed by S 
it is not only to the general bent of a natic 
great revolutions arc owing, but to the ext 
nary genio's that lead them. On which oc 
he proceeds to say, that the Roman greatn< 
neither to be attributed to their superior poli 
in that the Carthaginians excelled 5 nor to it 
lour, for in tliat the Gauls were preferable ; 
particular men, who were boin for the g 
their country, and formed for great attempts 
he says to inti'oduce the characters of Caes 
Cato. It would be entering into too wei 
discourse for this place, if I attempted to 
that our nation has produced as great and ab 
for public affairs as any other. But I belie 
reader outruns me, and fixes his imaginatio 
the Duke of Marlborough. It is, met hi 
pleasing reflection to consider the dispcnsal 
Providence in- the fortune of this illustriou 
who, in the space of forty years, has passed t 
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il the gradations of human life, until he has 
Lscended to the character of a Prince*, and be- 
xmie the scourge of a tyrant, who sat on one of 
be greatest thrones of Europe, before the man 
vho was to have the greatest part in his downfall 
lad made one step in the world.* But. such ele- 
ctions are the natural consequences of an exact 
midence, a calm courage, a well-governed temper, 
1 patient ambition, and an affable behaviour. These 
irts, as they were the steps to his greatness, so they 
ire the pillars of it now it is raised. To this, her 
riorious son. Great Britain is indebted for the 
happy conduct of her arms, in whom she can boast, 
that she has produced a than formed by Nature to 
lead a nation of heroes. 



N° 6. SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 1709- 



^icquid agunt homines 

aostri ett farrago lihellU 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Wharc'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Oor motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

IVtlts Coffee-house, April 22. 

I AM just come from visiting Sappho, a fine lady, 
who writes verses, sings, dances, and can say and 

* In the year 1704, in consequence of the memorable vie- 
Utry at Hochsted, the Duke of Marlborough was appointed a 
Prince of the Empire { and had Mildeaheim assigned for bis 
principalttyi Nov. it, 1705. 
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do whatever she pleases, without the impata 
any thing that can injure her character ; foi 
so well known to have no passion but self-lo 
folJy, but affectation J that now, upon an} 
sion, they only cry, " It is her way !** and, 
is so like herl.'* without farther reflection. 
came into the room, she cries, *' Oh ! Mr. J 
staff, 1 am utterly undone ; 1 have broke that 
Italian fan I shewed you when you were he 
wherein were so admirably drawn our first 
in Paradise, alleep in each other's arms. Bn 
is such an affinity between painting and 
that I have been improving the images whic 
raised by that picture, by reading the same 
sentation in two of our greatest poets. Lo< 
here are the same passages in Milton and in L 
All Milton's thoughts are wonderfully just a 
tural, in that inimitable description which 
makes of himself ih the eighth book of P 
Lost. But there is none of them finer th 
contained in the following lines, whei e he t 
his thoughts, when he was falling afleep ; 
after the creation : 

While thus I caird, and strayM I knew not wliitber 
Fioro u hence I first drew air, and first beheld 
This happy light ; when anfwer none retura'dy 
On a green shady bank, profuse of flowers, 
Penbive I sate me down ; there gentle deep 
First found me, and with soft oppression selz*d 
My drowned sense, untroubled, though 1 thonghC 
I then was passing to my former state, 
Insensible, and forthwitli to dissolve. 

But now I cannot forgive this odious thin 
Dryden, who, in his ** State of Innocence 
given my great-grandmother Eve the same 
hension of annihilation on a very different 
sion ; as Adam pronounces it of himself, w 
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^was seized 'with a pleasing kind of stupor and dead- 
ness^ Eve fancies herself falling away, and dissolv- 
ing in the hurry of a rapture. However, the verses 
are very good, and I do not know but what she 
says may be natural : I will read them. 

When your kind eyes look'd languishing on mine^ 

An«l wreathing arms did soft embraces join ; 

A doubtful trembling seized me first all o'er. 

Then wishes, and a warmth unknown before} 

What followed was Ai ecstacy and trance, 

Immortal pleasures round my swimming eyes did dante; 

And speeciiless joys, in whose sweet tumults tosr, 

J tiiought my bieath and my new Being los ." 

She went on, and said a thousand good things at 
random, but so strangely mixed, that you would 
be apt to say, all her wit is mere good luck, and 
not the effect of reason and judgment. When I 
made my escape hithe;:, I found a gentleman play-* 
ing tlie critic on two other great poets ; even Virgil 
and Homer. He was observing, that Virgil is more 
judicious than the other in the epithets he gives his 
hero. Homer's usual epithet, said he, is UoSag 
^y}icy or Uoiapxti;, and his indiscretion has been 
often rallied by the critics, for mentioning the 
nimbleness of foot in Achilles, though he describes 
him standing, sitting, lying down, fighting, eating, 
drinking, or in any other circumstance, however 
foreign or repugnant to speed and activity. Vir- 
gil's common epitliet to -^neas is Pius, or Pater. 
J have therefore considered, said he, what passage 
there is in any of his hero's actions, where either of 
these appellations would have been most improper, 
to see if I could catch him at the same fault with 
Homer ', and this, I think, is his meeting with 
Bido in the cave, where Pius iEneas would have 
leen absurd, and Pater ^neas a burlesque : the 
poet therefore wisely dropped them both for Dux 

VOL. I. r 
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Trujanu^\ \\\\w\\ hv. has n-jH^atrd twice in Juno's 
h))rr(-li, :in(l his dwn n.irraiicjii : ior he very well 
ktif \v. a Iddsc iKtioii iiiit;ht be consistent enough 
viiih ii)(- usn.'?! iiiannrrs ot* a soldifTp though it be- 
r.uiir IK it lit r tlir rhastity (4* a pious nian, nor the 
gravity of the lather of a p<:ople. 

(irccian Ctiffce-house, April 22. 

"W'hih- otixr parts oi' the town are amused with 
the pn s< lit a( lions, we generally N)>end the evening 
at this tahlr in inrjiiiries into anti(|uity, and think 
any thinu; News which gives us new knowledge. 
Thu.sv.e are iiiakin;; a vuy pleasant entertainment 
toonrselv(*.s, ir. ptittin<^ ti;e act iun!» of Homers Iliad 
into an exact Journal. 

'this !'<}( ni is introdiic(d by Chr)'ses, king of 
Olirysei's .'nd Priest of Apollo, win) comes to rc- 
(Innnnd his (laii^'ii(( r, who had been carried off at 
the takiML^ of that ciiVi i»nd t^iveii to Agamemnon 
for his part of the l:ooiy. The. refusal he received 
v\n\\'!i^ Ajjolio, wi:o for nijie. days showered down 
dart-i u])on ilirni, wiiirji occasioned the pestilence. 

The tenth (l.iv Achilles asscmbU^d the council, 
and cnc.)ura;ies ( halcas to speak for the surrender 
of ('hry-»ei"s, to aj'pease Aj)ollo. A*^amcmiion and 
Achilles storm at one another, iH)twithstanding 
which, A;^air.'-n.iir»n will not release his prisoner, 
unless Ik; lia-. ilrlseiV, iii her stead. Alter lonjj con- 
tcstatn^ns, when in Ao-anicmnon Gjives a glorious 
< haracirr ol* Achilles's valour, he determines to re- 
st or.- ChryseVs to h'-r i'athci-, and scuds two heralds 
to !( trh away liri.-.eVs from Achilles, who abandons 
him-cir to sorrow and despair. His mother Thetis 
conies lo comibrt him umler his alilietion, and pn> 
nii.es to nprcseiit his s(;rrowhil laniciitaticju to Ju- 
piter: hut h(! could not attend to it ; for. the even- 
ing before, he had appointed to di\crt himself for 
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two days beyond the seas with the harmless Ethio- 
pians. 

It was the twenty-first day after Chrysei's's arrival 
at the camp, that Thetis went very early to demand 
an audience of Jupiter. The means he used to sa- 
tisfy her were, to persuade the Greeks to attack tlie 
Trojans; that so they might perceive the conse- 
quence of contemning Achilles, and the miseries 
diey sufltr, if he docs not head them. The next 
nigot he orders Agamemnon, in a dream, to attack 
them J who was deceived with the hopes of obtain- 
ing a victory, and also taking the city, without 
sharing the honour with Achilles. 

On the twenty-second in the morning he assembles 
the council, and having made a feint of raising 
the siege and retiring, he declares to them his 
dream; and, together with Nestor and Ulysses, re- 
solves on an engagement. 

Thb was the twenty-third day, which is full of 
incidents, and which continues from almost the be- 
ginning of the second canto to the eighth. The 
armies being then drawn up in view of one another. 
Hector brings it about that Menclaus and Paris, the 
two persons concerned in the quarrel, should decide 
it by a single combat, which tending to the ad- 
vantage of Menelaus, was interrupted by a cow-i^ 
ardice infused by Minerva : then both armies en- 
gage, where the Trojans have the disadvantage ; 
but being afterwards animated by Apollo, they re- 
pulse the enemy, yet they are once again forced to 
give ground; but their affairs were retrieved by 
Hector, who has a single combat with Ajax. The 
gods threw themselves into the battle : Juno and 
Minerva took the Grecians* par', and Apollo and 
Mars the Trojans* : but Mars and Venus are both 
wounded by Diomedes. 

F 2 
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The truce for burying the slain endpd the twenty- 
third day, after which the Greeks tlirew up a great 
intrenchnient, to secure their navy from danger. 
C Councils are held on both sides. On the morniog 
of the twenty- fourth day the battle is renewed, but 
in a very disadvantageous manner to the Greeks, 
who are beaten back to their entrenchments. Aga- 
memnon, being in despair at this ill success, jaror 
poses to the council to quit the enterprize, and relirtt 
from Troy. But, by the advice of Nestor, he is 
persuaded to regain Achilles, by returnuig Briscfs, 
and sending him considerable presents. HereupoQ 
Ulysses and Ajax are sent to tnat hero, who conti- 
nues inflexible in his anger. Ulysses, at his returo, 
joins himself with Diomedes, and goes in the night 
to gain intelligence of the enemy : they entpr into 
their very camp, where linding the cenfinels asleep, 
they made a great slaughter. Rhesus, who was jujt 
ilit.n arrived with recruits from Thrace for the 
IVojaiis, was killed in that action. Here ends the 
tenth canto. The sequel of this Joumal will be ia- 
licrted in the next article from this place. 

St. James's Coffee-house, April 22, 

We hear from Italy, that, notwithstanding the 
Fope has received a letter from the Duke of Anjoa, 
demanding of him to explain himself upon the altair 
of acknowledging king Charles, his Holiness has not 
yet thought fit to send any answer to that prince. 
'i'he court of Rome appears very nmch mortified, 
tliat they are not to see his Majesty of Denmark in 
th.t city, having perhaps given themselves vain 
hopes tirom a visit made by a Protectant prince to 
that see. The Pope has dispatched a gentleman to 
compliment his iMajesty, and sent the King a present 
q( all the curiosities and antiquities of Rome, re- 
presented in seventeen volumes very richly bound. 
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which were taken out of the Vatican library. Let- 
ters from GcenoHj of the fourteenth instant, sny, 
that a felucca was arrived there in five days from 
Marseilles, with ^n account, that the people of that 
city had made an insurrection, by reason of the 
scarcity of provisions 5 and that the intendant had 
ordered some companies of marines, and the men 
belonging to the galleys, to stand to their arms to 
protect him from violence j but tliat he began to be 
in as much apprehension of his guards, as of those 
from whom they were to def(?nd him. When that 
vessel came away, the soldiers mVirmured publicly 
for want of pay ; and it was generally believed they 
would pillage the magazines, as the garrisons of 
Grenoble and other towns of France had already 
done. A vessel which lately came into Leghorn 
l)rought advice, that the British squadron was ar- 
rived at Port-Mahon, where they were taking in 
more troops, in order to attempt the relief of Ali- 
cant, which still made a very vigorous defence. It 
is said Admiral Byng will be at the head of that 
expedition. The King of Denmark was gone from 
Leghorn towards. Lucca. 

They write from Vienna, that in case the allies 
should enter into a treaty of peace with France, 
Count Zinzendorf will be a,ppointed first Plenipo-i 
tentiary, the Count de Goes the second, and 
Monsieur Van Konsbruch a third. Major General 
Palmes, envoy extraordinary from her Britannic 
Majesty, has been very urgent with that court to 
make their utmost efforts against France the ensu- 
ing campaign, in order to oblige it to such a peace 
as may establish the tranquillity of Europe for the 
future. 

We are also informed, that the Pope uses all ima- 
ginable shifts to elude the treaty concluded with the 
fmpcror^ and thgt he demajided the iiprjiediat'5 

^ 3 
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rrilitntititi fit' Ci in:iri liii) ; iii*.i.tinf|; iiho, tliiit Iji. 
liii|M li.il M:ij'-t,' 'lintilil .i.k I'.ikIi'Ii, and (l(*Nirr ;il)« 

•(illilioll (nr uli.it ll.i'l lolliicrlv pMSHrfl, l)ri'(irr hr 
WfiiiM Milnniily it' ktuiwlril^'j* Kiii;^ Cliarlcii. i5iit 
Cliit u:in iMIf 1 1) p tii .f il. 

'J liry lif-.ii .11 Viriiiij. hy 1( tirri fn>in CniiMMtiti- 
lifi|»!r, fl iImI tlir* iv.f iitv-if rniid iti' l<'rbni:iry last, 
lti.li, flit ill'- tMilltli III ill. It ninnllt, ilif! (fr.'iiiil 

Scii'lliiJt Innk Oi f M :ijM, .iI till* rrlchritlioil of llic (r^. 
tivMJH ot ill'* Miii.iilii.ni, t'l sf t :ill tlic: Oliiintia!! 
tlitvc'i wlii' Il u-f 'f 111 llicf.', ill''V « :ii lilirrty. 

A<l\ il ' 'I IK'Iii Sv. it /"rliin't iiii)>(irt, tli.ii ilir ]yrr:u li- 

m ot til'- fniililv of Tot k' hlMliir (onlilnu* lo rtr.ilr 
lirw i'.ilon.i' I ot ill'- ridlr>,t:iiilH ; niid soiiir di.ttfl- 
Imik'-i l.di ly li.ppf II' (1 llicn* oti that aii otiiit. 'i lir 
I'lotc .t.dti. .tiul r.ipi .It in ili( l(i\atiot Haiiiiiiiiii ^M; 
t'l ili\iii'- M-iviir 'iiK* nti'-r iini»lli(r in tlir h;tiiK' 
rliiif'ili. ill i*t iiiiial ill ninny otlirr |i:irtH ol'Swii'/n- 
1:111(1 ; 1)111 on Snii'l.')', llir Ifiilll iniliuit. thr I'o|)isti 
(!ntat(*, lt:t\iiii^ rint'd liiM .i t vi<'<*, :itlrni))l«'l to Itin- 
di'i' tlir I'i'it'-.t.iiit'i (k'Iii ( iji'iin'^ into iIk < Inin li ;«- 
( ot'diii!', to < u .Idiii , Ifiit til' I'lot' ■,lan( I liiihkl/iit 
t.uK'-d liini an'l lii. j'.nt), and l>idk«r into il hy 
lunr, 

l/iHt ni]'1it, Im tv\M-n 'icvc-n and riidil, liii Grace 
the Duk'- oi M.iill'orot!!',li aiiivrd at ( ';nr(. 

Ft'nm mi/ iiivn Ajmitrnvnt^ Ajtril 22* 

Tlir |»rr',< 111 «'rr:it ( aptain'i ol tlir jij^r, ihr Duke 
of Marll)oron;'.li .nid I'linrr l'!ii)'rnr*, having bcrti Clie 
unhjc t o( ill': di ,< om.r of thr hint roni]»ntiy 1 WM 
in; it hat iifitui. illy led inr into a < 'Jiihidrratioti of 
Ah'xand'-r and (';■'-. .ir. thr* I'Aogn-atrHt naiiirx thfit 
rv'T aj»|>'Mi( d I)' loic ilii-, r'-nhiiy. In oidrr tocntrr 
int'i tli( 11 I li.iiMrni'i, th'jr nrr-il't no more Imt rx- 
siininini/ ihcir h' Itavioiir in )>aial]rl circiitnHtaiirr*!, 
It inu.^L be allow cd, liiai ilir y Ji^d un c((uul grcadictf 
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of soul ; bat Cae8ar*8 was more corrected and al- 
layed by a mixture of prudence and circumspection. 
This is seen conspicuously in one particular in their 
histories, wherein they seem to have shown exactly 
the difference of their tempers. When Alexander, 
after a long course of victories, would still have led 
his soldiers farther from home, they unanimously 
refused to follow him. We meet with the like be- 
haviour in Cajsar's army in the midst of his march 
against Ariovistus, Let us therefore observe the 
conduct of our two generals in so nice an affair : 
And here we find Alexander at the head of his 
army, upbraiding them with their cowardice, and 
meanness of spirit ; and in the end telling them 
plainly he would go forward himself, though not a 
man followed him. This showed indeed an ex- 
cessive bravery j but how would the commander 
have come off, if the speech had not succeeded, 
and the soldiers had taken him at his word ? the 
project seems of a piece with Mr, Bays's in " The 
kehearsal," who, to gain a clap in his prologue, 
comes out with a terrible fellow in a fur-cap follow- 
ing him, and tells his audience, if they would not 
like his play, he would lie down and have his head 
struck off. If this gained a clap, all was well ; but 
if not, there was nothing left but for the executioner 
to do his office. But Caesar would not leave the 
success of bis speech to such uncertain events : he 
ihows his men the unreasonableness of their fears in 
an obliging manner, and concludes, that if none 
else would march dong with him, he would go 
himself with the tenth legion, for he was assured of 
their fidelity and valour, though all the rest forsook 
him ; not but that, in all probability, they were as 
much against the march as the rest. The result of 
all was very natural : the tenth legion^ fired with 
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the praises of their general, send thanl 
the just opinion he entertains of them j . 
jishamed to be outdone, assure him, tl 
as ready to follow where he pleases to le* 
^ny other part of the army. 



N^ 7. TUESDAY, APRIL 26, . 



^'tcquUl agunt bomines 

noitri est farrago libellu 

JUV. Sat. L I 

Whate'cr men do, or say, or think, or dreandi^ 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. 

'' It is so just an observation, that mock, 
catching, that I am become an unhappy instai 
it, and am (in the same manner that I have r 
sented Mr. Partridge *) myself a dying mai 
comparison of the vigour witli which I first se 
in the world. Had it been otherwise, you mj 
sure I would not have pretended to have give 
news, as I did last Saturday, a diaiy of the sic 
Troy. But man is a creature very inconsistent 
himself: the greatest heroes are sometimes fes 
the s{)rightliest wits at some hours dull 3 anc 
greatest politicians on some occasions whine 
But I shall not pretend to palliate or excus< 
matter; for I find, by a calculation of my ow 

* " This man was a shoe-maker in Covent-gardcn, in 
yet styled himself Physician to his Majesty, in i68t. 
though he was one of the sworn Physiciaos^ he never at 
the court, nor received any salaiy." 
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ti\ity, that I cannot Iwld out with any tolerable wit 
longer than two minutes after twelve of the clock at 
night, between the eighteenth and nineteenth of th.ft 
|iext month : for which space of time you may still 
cjipect to bear froni me, but no longer j except you 
will transmit to me the occurrences you meet with 
relating to your pmours, or any other suhject within 
the rules by whicli I have proposed to walk. If any 
gentleman or lady sends to Isaac BicJvcrstaiF, esq. at 
Mr. Morphew's, near Stationors-hall, by the penny- 
post, the grief or joy of their soul, what they think 
fit of the matter sheill be related in colours as much 
to their advantage, as those in which Gervass * has 
^rawn the agreeable Chloe. But since, without 
such assistance, I frankly confess, and am sensible^, 
that I have not a month's wit more, I think I ought, 
while I am in my sound health and senses, to make 
my will and testament 3 which I do in manner an4 
form following : 

Imprimis, 1 give to the stock-jobbers about the 
Exchange of London^, as a security for the trusts 
daily reposed in them, all my real estate j which I 
do hereby vest in the ^ai^ body of worthy citizens 
for ever. 

flem. Forasmuch as it is very hard to keep land in 
repair without ready cash, I do, out of my personal 
estate, bestow the bear-skin f, which I have fre- 
quently Ipnt tq several societies ^bout this town, to 

♦ Jervas. 

f Stock-jobbers, who contmct for a trancfer of stock which 
their (*o not possess^ are called seller^ of heai -skins ; and uni< 
irerially whoever sels what he docs not po's ss is said trover^ 
holly to teU the bear's skin, while the bear runs in the wihhIs. 

In the language of Exchange-alley, Btan sgni'y those wl^a 
buy stock which ttiey cannot receive, or who ^c\\ stock whiqh 
they have iwl. Those who pay money for vvli;»f they pmchastfj^ 
% who sell 9tci|ck Kbich they really have> ar^ called B*iJU^ 
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supply their necessities ; 1 say, I give also th 
bear-skin as an immediate fund to the said ci 
for ever. 

Iteviy I do hereby appoint a certain number 
said citizens to take all the custom-house o 
tomary oaths concerning all goods imported I 
whole city; strictly directing, that some 
members, and not the whole number of z 
corporate, should he perjured. 

Item, I forbid all n s and persons of q- 

to watch bargains near and about the Excl 
to the diminution and wrong of the said 
jobbers. 

Thus far, in as brief and intelligible a man 
any will can appear, until it is explained b 
learned, I have disposed of my real -and pc 
estate : but, as I am an adept, I have by bii 
equal right to give also an indefeasible title ( 
endowments and qualifications, which I do 
following manner : 

Item, I give my chastity to all virgins wh< 
withstood their market. 

Item, I give my courage among all wh 
ashamed of their distressed friends, all sneak 
assemblies, and men who show valour in coj 
conversation. 

Item, I give my wit (as rich men give to tht 
among such as think they have enough al 
And in case they shall not accept of the legacy, 
it to Bentivolio * to defend his works, from ti 
time, as he shall think fit to publish them. 

Item, I bestow my learning upon the hca 
members of the Royal Society. 

Now £qy the disposal^ of this body. 

* Dr. Ridiard Bcntley, • 
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As these eves must one day cease to gaze on Ttra- 
minta^ and this heart shall one day pant no more for 
her indignation : tliat is to say, since this body must 
be earth 3 I shall commit it to the dust in a mannt r 
suitable to my character. Therefore, as there are 
those who dispute, whether there is any such real 
person as Isaac Bickerstatf or not ; I shall excuse all 
persons who appear what they really are, from com- 
ing to my funeral. But all those who are, in their 
way of life, personce *, as the Latins have it, per- 
sons assumed, and who appear what they really are 
not, are hereby invited to that solemnity. 

The body shall be carried by six watchmen, who 
arc never seen in the day. 

Item, The pall shall be held up by the six most 
)[nown pretenders to honesty, wealth, and po\^'er, 
who are not possessed of any of tliem. The two 
first, a half-lawyer, and a compkat justice. The 
two next, a chymist, and a projector. I'lie third 
couple, a treasury-solicitor, and a small courtier. 

To make my funeral (what that solemnity, when 
done to common men, really is in itself) a very 
farce, and since all mourners are nure actors on 
these occasions, I shall desire those who are pro- 
fessedly such to attend mine. 1 humbly, tlicretore, 
beseecQ Mrs. Barry to act once more, and be my 
widow. When she swoons away at the church- 
porch, I appoint the merry Sir John Falstatf, and the 
gay Sir Harry Wildair, to support her. I desire Mr. 
Fiukethman to follow in the habit of a cardinal, and 
Mr. Bullock in that of a privy-counsellor. To make 
up the rest of the appearance, I desire all the ladies 
from the balconies to weep with Mrs. Barry, as they 
hope to be wives and widows thems(4vcs. I invite 
all, who have nothuig else to do, to accept of glovts 
and scar^■es. 

• Masks. 
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Thus, with the great Charles V. of Sjfeiiii, I resign 
the glories of this transitory world : Yet, at the same 
time, to show you my indifference, and that my 
desires are not too much fixed upon any thing, I own 
to you, I am as willing to stay as to go : therefore 
leave it in the choice of my gentle readers, whe- 
ther I shall hear from them> or they hear no more 
from me.'* 

JVhiies Chocolate- house, April 25. 

Easter-day being a time when you cannot well 
meet with any but humble adventurers 5 and there 
being such a thing as low gallantry, as well as low 
comedy. Colonel Ramble * and myself went early 
tills mt>rning into the fields, which were strewed 
with shepherds and shepherdesses, but indeed of a 
different turn from the simplicity of those of Arca- 
dia. Every hedge was conscious of more than what 
the representations of enamoured swains admit of 
While we were surveying the crowd around us, wc 
saw at a distance a company coming towards Pancras 
church; but though there was not much disorder, 
we thought we saw tlie figure of a man stuck 
through with a sword, and at every step ready to 
fall, if a woman by his side had not supported him; 
the rest followed two and two. When wc came 
nearer this appearance, who should it be but Monsieur 
Guardeloop, mine and Ramble's French taylor, at- 
tended by others, leading one of Madam Depingle's 
maids to the church, in otder to their espousals. It 
was his sword tucked so high above his waist, and 
the circumflex which persons of his profession take 
in their walking, that made him appear at a distance 
wounded and falling. But, the morning being 
rainy, methought the march to this wedding was but 

* Probably Colooel Brett. 
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too lively a picture of wedlock itself. They seemed 
both to have a month's mind to make the best of theii' 
way single ; yet both tugged ann in arm : and when 
they were in a dirty way, he was but deeper in the 
miTc, by endeavouring to pull out his companion, 
and yet without helping her. The bridegroom's fea- 
thers in his hat all drooped *, one of his shoes had lost 
an heel. In short, he was in his whole person and 
dress so extremely soused, that there did riot appear 
one inch or single thread about him vn married. 
Pardon me, that the melancholy object still dwells 
upon me so far, as to reduce me to punning. How- 
ever, we attended them to the chapd, where we 
stayed to hear the irrevocable words pronounced 
upon our old seA^ant, and made the best of our way 
to town. I took a resolution to forbear all married 
persons, or any in danger of being such, for four and 
twenty hours at least ; therefore dressed, and went 
to visit Florimel, the vainest thing in town, where I 
knew would drop in colonel Picket, just come from 
the camp, her professed admirer. He is of that order 
of men who have much honour and merit, but 
withal a coxcomb; the other of that »-et of females, 
who has innocence and wit, but the first of coquets. 
It is easy to believe, these must be admirers of each 
ether. She says the colonel rides the best of any 
man in England : The colonel says, she talks the 
best of any woman. At the same time, he under- 
stands wit just as she does horsemanship. You are 
to know, these extraordinary persons see each other 
daily 5 and they themselves, as well as the town, 
think it will be a match : But it can never happen 
that they can come to the point ; for, instead ot ad- 
dressing to each other, they spend their whole time 
in the reports of themselves : he is satisfied if he 
can convince her he is a fine genileman, and a man 
of consequence 3 and she in appearing to him an ac- 

VOL. I. G 
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complished lady and a wit, without furt 
Thus he tells her of his manner of postir 
at such a pass, with the numbers he comi 
that detachment: she tells him, how 
dressed on such a day at court, and what • 
made her the week following. She seems 
repetition of his men's -names with admir 
waits only to answer him with as false a 
lovers. They talk to each other, not to be 
but improved. Thus they are so like, th 
tobe ever distant, and the parallel lines n: 
gether for ever, but never meet. 

If'lll's Coffee-house, Jpril 2 j. 

This evening the comedy, called '' Eps( 
was acted for the benefit of Mr. Bullc 
though he is a person of much wit and 
has a peculiar talent of looking like a fool, 
fore excellently well qualified for the part 
in this play. I cannot indeed sufficiently 
way of bearing a beating, as he does in tl 
and that with such a natural air and pi 
folly, that one cannot help wishing the wfc 
own hand j so richly does he seem to c 
chastisement. Skilful actors think it a vc 
happiness to play in a scene with such as 
parts. Therefore I cannot but say, when 
mcnt of any good author directs him \ 
beating for Mr. Bullock from Mr. Williar 
man, or for Mr. William Pinkethman 
Bullock, those excellent players seem to 
most shining circumstances, and please 
but with a dilFerent sort of delight, than t 
I receive from those grave scenes of ] 
Cassius, or Antony and Ventidius. The 
medy is very just, and the low part of ] 
represented witlimuch humour and wit. 
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St. James's Coffee-house, April ijj. 

We are advised from Vienna, by letters of the 
twentieth instant, that the Emperor hath lately 
added twenty new members to his Council of State, 
but they have not yet taken their })laces at the board. 
General Thaun is returned from Uaden, his health 
being so well re-established by the baths of that 
place, that lie designs to set out next week for 
Turin, to his command of the Imperial troops in 
the service of the Duke of Savoy. His Imperial 
Majesty has advanced his brother, Count Henry 
Thaun, to be a brigadier, and a counsellor of the 
Aulic council of war. These letters import, that 
king Stanislaus and the Swedish General Crassau are 
directing their march to the Nieper, to join the 
King of Sweden's army in Ukrania ; that the States 
of Austria have furnished Marshal Heister with a 
considerable sum of money, to enable him to push 
on the war vigorously in Hungary, where all things 
as yet are in perfect tranquillity ; and that General 
Thungen has been very importunate for a speedy re- 
inforcement of the forces on the Upper Rhine, re- 
presenting at the same time what miseries the inha- 
bitants must necessarily undergo, if the designs of 
ftance on those paits be not speedily and effectually 
prevented. 

Letters from Rome, dated the thirteenth instant, 
say, that, on the preceding Sunday, his Holiness 
was carried in an open chair from St. Peter's to St. 
Mary's, attended by the sacred College, in caval- 
cade ; and, after mass, distributed several dowries 
for-the marriage of poor and distressed virgins. The 
proceedings of that court are very dilatory concerning 
the recognition of king Charles, notwithstanding the 
pressing instances of the Marquis dc Prie, who has 
declared, that if tliis ailair be not wholly concluded 

G 2 
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'. . : • ■■•"• *rr:>. ■"-:."!. \\r wi'.l rcl'rv from that 
. ■ . /.•■.::■.:■ l-.v.y*r:,il iroi^^'* to return into 
i*-.* ^.. ■' -: . .:'. >:/; On the other hand, th« 
P .•..• 1^: \: . •.;'^ :'. ::-!ir h.>. in the name of hU 
:•: •-:.-r. .•.■:v..::vr.i »: !-..'» Uolinrss to CNplain hini- 
^. : .' ......t: j::.-. r ; \\ri\^. it is said, will br finiilly 

t:::r:r.-.::^r,i i \ .\ i'. :>.x:,'ry to be held on Monday 
r.,'\! . I'.ie n.:\f *l T.-ida .ie^i^nini: to delay his de- 
•, .ir:v.:e \v.\v.\ he «v'> the ><i;r. The-^i* letters also 
N.:y, that \\\c c.^i::i \\.i> nni;htily alamied at the 
n;\\< \\hieh ih:*v nx'eived by an express from 
Ferrara. thai tJoneral H^vuval, who eoinniands in 
Conuohio. had Sviii envul;»r leiicrs to the inhabi- 
tants of St, Alberto. l.oiijiiNtrino, Fillo, and other 
avljioent |Mn<, enjoininij them to ctMiie and swear 
fealty to liu* Fm|vror, and receive new investitures 
ot their f.et'i trom his hands, letters from other 
pans ot Iia\\ >ay. that the king of Denmark con- 
tinues at l.uevM; that t'.nir KuijUsh and Dutchmen 
of war were seen oif i>neglia, Ixnind for Final, in 
order to trau^pon il\e troopN deMs;ned ft^r Barcelona} 
and tliai her majesty's ship the Culehester arrived at 
l.ei;Iiorn tlie l'ouit!\ instaiit tVom l*ort Mahon, with 
avbiee, that Maj.T ( Jeiieral v^ianhoi>e designed to de- 
part iVom tlienee tiie tirst instant with six or seven 
tliousandnun, to attempt the relief of the castle of 
Alieant. 

i)ur last advices t'lom Heilin, bearing dale tlic 
twenty-seventh instant, import, that tlie king was 
gone to l.inuin. ami the cjueen to Mecklenburg} 
but that their mairsties designed to return the next 
week to C)rani( nburg. wlure a great elvacc of wild 
bea>ts was prepared for their diversion, and from 
thence they intend to pmeeed together to Potsdam; 
that the prince ro\al \^ as set out for lirabant, but 
intended to make some short stay at Hanover. These 
letters also inform \\s, that they are advised frou) 
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Obory, that the king of Sweden, being on hia 
march towards Holki, met Greneral Renne with 
a detachment of Muscovites, who, placing some 
regiments in ambuscade, attacked the Swedes in 
their rear, and, putting them to flight, kUled two 
thousand men, the king himself having his horse 
shot under him. 

We hear from Copenliagen, that, tlie ice being 
broke, the Sound is again open for the ships ; and 
that they hoped his majesty would return sooner 
than they at first expected. 

• Letters from the Hague, dated May the fourth, 
N. S. say, that an express arrived there on the 
first, from Prince Eugene to his grace the Duke 
of Marlborough, The States are advised that the 
auxiliaries of Saxony ^"^ere arrived on the frontiers 
of the United Provinces 3 as also, that the t\\o 
regiments of Wolfenbuttel, and four thousand 
troops from Wirtemberg, who are to serve in Flan- 
ders, are in full march thither. Letters from Flan- 
ders say, that the great convoy of ammunition and 
provisions, which set out from Ghent for Lisle, was 
safely arrived at Courtray. We hear from Paris, 
that the king has ordered the militia on the coasts 
of Normandy and Bretagne to be in readiness to 
march; and that the court was in apprehension 
of a descent, to animate the people to rise in tho 
midst of their present hardships. 

They write from Spain, that the Pope*s Nuncio 
left Madrid the tenth of April, in order to go to 
Bayonne ; that the Marquis de Bay was at Badajos, 
to observe the motions of the Portugueze : and that 
the Count d'Estain, with a body of five thousand 
men, was on his march to attack Gironne. The 
Duke of Anjou has deposed the Bishop of Lerida* 
83 being a favourer of the interest of King CharleSi 

^ 3 
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and has summoned a convocation at Madrid, com- 
posed of the archbishops, bishops, and states of that 
kingdom, wherein he hopes they will come to a re- 
solution to send for no more bulls to Rome. 
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^icqutd (igunt homines 

noitri est farrago lihl/i. 

JUV. Sat.I. 85, S6. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or thiuk, or dream^ 

Our motley paper seizes for ics theme. Pr 

TViirs Coffee-house, April 26. 

The play of the London Cuckolds was acted this 
evening before a suitable audience, who were ex- 
tremely well diverted with that heap of vice and 
absurdity. The indignation which Eugenio, who 
is a gentleman of a just taste, has upon occasion of 
seeing human nature fall so low in its delights, made 
him, I thought, expatiate upon the mention of this 
play very agreeably. Of all men living, said he, 
I pity players (who must be men of good under- 
standing, to be capable of being such), that they 
are obliged to repeat and assume proper gestures 
for representing things of which their reason must 
be ashamed, and which they must disdain their 
audience for approving. The amendment of these 
low gratifications is only to be made by people of 
condition^ by encouraging the representation (d 
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the noble characters drawn by Shakspeare and 
others ; from whence it is impossible to return 
without strong impressions of honour and hu- 
manity. On these occasions, distress is laid be- 
fore us with all its causes and consequences, and 
our resentment placed according to the merit of 
the persons afflicted. Were dramas of this nature 
more acceptable to the taste of the town, men who 
have genius would bend their studies to excel in 
them. How forcible an eft'ect this would have on 
our minds, one needs no more than to observe how 
strongly we are touched by mere pictures. Who 
can see Le Brun's picture of the battle of Poms, 
without entering into the character of that fierce 
gallant man, and being accordingly spurred to an 
emulation of liLs constnncy and courage ? When 
he is falling with his wound, his features are at the 
same time very terrible and languishing ; and there 
is such a stern faintness diffused through all his 
look, as is apt to move a kind of horror, as well as 
pity, in the beholder. This, I say, is an effect 
wrought by meer lights and shades : consider alsb 
a representation made by words only, as in an ac- 
count given by a good writer. Catiline in Sallust 
makes just such a figure as Poms by Le Brun. It 
is said of him, Catuina verb longe a suis inter hos- 
tium cadavera repertus est : paululum etiam spirans^ 
ferocitatemque animi, quam vivus halueraty in 
vultu retinens, '^ Catiline, was found killed, far 
from his own men, among the dead bodies of the 
enemy : he seemed still to breathe, and still re- 
tained in his face the same fierceness he had when 
he was living." You have in that one sentence a 
lively impression of his whole life and actions. 
What I would insinuate from all this is, that if 
the painter and the historian can do thus much in 
colours and language^ what may uol be ijt,\fercafc^ 
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by an excellent poet, when the character he dra^ 
js presented by the person, the manner, the loo 
and the motion, of an accomplished player ? Jf 
thing painted or related can irresistibly enter o 
hearts, what may not be brought to pass by seei] 
generous things performed before our eyes ? E 
genio ended his discourse, by recommending t 
apt use of a theatre, as the most agreeable ai 
easy method of making a polite and moral gentr 
which would end in rendering the rest of t 
people regular in their behaviour^ and ambitio 
of laudable undertakings, 

St. James s Coffee- house^ April ^y. 

Letters from Naples of the ninth instant, N. 
advise, that Cardinal Grimani had ordered the r 
giment commanded by General Pate to inarch t 
wards Final, in order to embark for Cataloni 
whither also a thousand horse are to be transport 
from Sardinia, besides the troops which come fro 
the Milanese. An English man of war has tak 
two prizes, one a vessel of Malta, the other of G 
noa J both laden with goods of the enemy. Th 
write from Florence of the thirteenth, that his M 
jesty of Denmark had received a courier from t 
Hague, with an account of some ma,tters relati 
to the treaty of a peace ; upon which he declan 
tliat he thought it necessary to hasten to his o) 
dominions. 

Letters from Switzerland inform ns, that the < 
fects of the great scarcity of corn in France w< 
felt at Geneva ; the magistrates of which city h 
appointed deputies to treat with the Cantons of Be 
and Zurich, for leave to buy up such quantities 
grain within their territories as should be thou| 
necessary. The Protestants of Tockenburg i 
still in arms about the convent of St. Jphn^ a 
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have declared, that they will not lay tl^em down 
until they shall have sufficient security, from tlie 
Roman Catholicks, of living unmolested in the ex- 
ercise of their religion. In the mean time, the de- 
puties of Bern and Tockenburg have frequent con- 
ferences at Zurich with the regency of that Canton, 
to find out methods for quietmg these disorders. 

Letters from tlie Hague, of the third of May, 
advise, that the President Rouille, after his last 
conference with the deputies of the States, had 
retired to Bodegrave, five miles distant from Wor- 
den, and expected the return of a courier from 
France on the fourth, with new instructions. It 
is said, if his answer from the French Court shall 
not pybve satisfactory, he will be desired to with- 
draw out of these parts. In tlie mean time it is 
also reported, that his equipage, as au ambassador 
on this great occasion, is actually on the march to- 
wards him. They write from Flanders, that the 
great convoy of provisions which set out from 
Ghent is safely arrived at Lisle. Those advices 
add, that the enemy had assembled near Tournay 
a considerable body of troops, drawn out of the 
neighbouring garrispns.' Their High Mightinesses 
having sent orders to their Ministers at Hamburgh 
and Dantzic to engage the magistrates of those 
cities to forbid the sale of corn to the French^ and 
to signify to them, that the Dutch merchants will 
buy up as much of that commodity as they can 
spare ; the Hamburghers have accordingly con- 
tracted with the Dutch, and refused any commerce 
with the French on that occasion, 

From my own Apartment, 

After the lassitude of a day, spent in the strolling 
manner which is usual with men of pleasure in this 
tQwn, and with a head full of a million of imperti* 
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nencif s, ^\hIch had danced round it for. ten he 
togctJier, I carae to my lodging, and hastened 
bed. My valet de chambre knows my univer 
trick of reading there j and he, being a good schi 
for a gentleman, ran over tlie names of Horace, 
biillus, Ovid, and others, to know which I wc 
have. '* Bring Virgil," said I -, "and if I 
asleep, take care of the candle." I read the si 
book over witli the most exquisite delight, and 
gone half through it a second time, when the p 
sing ideas of £lysian fields, deceased w^ortl 
walking in them, sincere lovers enjoying ti 
languishment without pain, compassion for 
unhappy spirits who had mis-spent their short d 
light, and were exiled from the seats of bliss 
ever J I say, I was deep again in my reading, w 
this mixture of images had taken place of all otl 
in my imagination before, and lulled roe int 
dream, from which I am just awake, to ray gi 
disadvantage. The happy mansions of Elysii 
by degrees, seemed to be wafted from me, ; 
the very traces of my late waking thoughts be 
to fade away, when I was cast by a sudden wh 
wind upon an island, encompussed with a roai 
and troubled sea, which shaked its very cen 
and rocked its inhabitants as in a cradle. *". 
islanders lay on their faces, without offering 
look up, or hope for preservation j all her harbc 
were crowded with mariners, and tall vessels 
war lay in danger of being driven to pieces on 
shores. *' Bless me!" said I, *' why have 1 li 
in such a manner, that the convulsion of nat 
should be so terrible to me, when I feel in my 
that the better part of me is to survive it ? C 
may that be in happiness!'* A sudden shriek,, 
which the whole people on their fices joined, 
terrupted my soliloquy, and turned my eyes 
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attention to the object that had given us that su*l- 
den start, in the midst of an inconsr)lal)lo and 
speechless affliction. Immediatrly the winds j^rcw 
calni> the waves subsided, and the people st(X;d up, 
turning their faces upon a magniliccnt pih* in the 
midst of die island. There wc bc^held an iirro of ?i 
comely and erect aspect, but pale and lani^uid, sil- 
ting under a canopy of state. By the lacis and 
dumb sorrow of those who attended, we thon-^ht 
him in the article of death. At a distance- ^.'t :i 
lady, whose life seemed to hang upon the s.mie 
thread with his. She kept her eyes fixed upon 
him, and seemed to smother ten thou^iand thouvirul 
nameless things, which urged her tcnvlcnicss to 
clasp him in her arms ; but her greatness of s[)irit 
overcame those sentiments, and gave her power to 
forbear disturbing his last moment ; which imme- 
diately approached *. The hero looked up witli afi 
air of negligence, and satiety of being, ratlier tlian 
of pain to leave it j and, leaning back his hca. I, ex- 
pired . 

When the heroine, who sat at a distance, saw 
his last instant come, she threw herself at his feet, 
and, kneeling, pressed his hand to her lips; in 
which posture she continued under the agony of 
an unutterable sorrow, until conducted from our 
sight by her attendants. That commanding awe, 
which accompanies the grief of great minds, re- 
strained the multitude while in her presi*iice j but 
as soon as she retired they gave way to tiieir dis- 
traction, and all the islanders called upon their de- 
ceased hero. To him, methought, they cried out 
as to a guardian being ; and I gathered from their 
broken accents, that it was he who had the empire 
over the ocean and its powers, by which he had 

* George Prince of Denmark. 
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long protected the island from shipwreck an( 
sion. They now give a loose to their moa 
think themselves exposed without hopes of ] 
or divine assistance. While the people rat 
and expressed all the different forms of lai 
tion, methought a sable cloud overshadows 
whole land, and covered its inhabitants with 
ness; no glimpse of light appeared, except c 
from Heaven upon the place in which the I 
now secluded herself from the world, with h< 
iixed on those abodes to which her consort v( 
cended. Methought a long period of tim 
passed away in mourning and in darkness, 
a twilight began by degrees to enlighten tl 
niisphere ; and, looking round me, I saw i 
rowed towards the shore, in which sat a pen 
adorned with warlike trophies, bearing on 1 
arm a shield, on which was engraven theim 
Victory, and in his right hand a branch of 
His visage was at once so winning and so j 
that the shield and the olive seemed equally si 
to his genius. 

When this illustrious person * touched o 
shore, he was received by the acclamations c 
people, and followed to the palace of the he 
No pleasure in the glory of her arms, or tl: 
clamations of her applauding subjects, were 
capable to suspend her sorrow for one momen 
she saw the olive-branch in the hand of that 
picious messenger. At that sight, as Heave 
stows its blessings on the wants and importii 
of mortals, out of its native bounty, and not 
crease its own power or honour, in compass 
tiie world, the celestial mourner was ihcij 

* About this time the Duke of Marlborough returne 
UullauUi with Che Preliminaries of A Peace. 
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seen to turn her regard to things below 5 and, 
taking the branch out of the warrior*s hand, looked 
at it with much satisfaction, and spoke of the bless- 
ings of peace with a voice and accent, such as that 
in which guardian spirits whisper to dying peni- 
tents assurances of happiness. The air was hushed, 
th^ multitude attentive, and all nature in a pause 
while she was speaking. But as soon as the mes- 
senger of peace had made some low reply, in 
which, metbought, I heard the word Iberia, the 
heroine, assuming a more severe air, but such as 
spoke resolution without rage, returned him the 
Olive, and again veiled her face. Loud cries and 
clashing of arms immediately followed, which 
forced me from my charming vision, and drove me 
back to these mansions of care and sorrow. 

*^* Mr. BickerstafF thanks Mr. Quart erstaff for 
bis kind and instructive letter dated the 26th inst. 
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Sluicquid aguta bonines 

noitri est farrago lihcIlU 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream^< 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Wilts Coffee-house, April 28. 

This evening we were entertained with The Old 
Bachelor, a comedy of deserved reputation. In 
the character which gives name to the play, there 
i« excellently represented thty reluctance of a br. 
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tered debaudiee to come into the trammc 
and decency : he neither languishes nor 
frets for love. The gentlemen of more : 
haviour are drawn with much spirit ani 
.the drama introduced by the dialogue c 
scene with uncommon^ yet natural co 
The part of Fondlewife is a lively iipage 
seasonable fondness of age and impotenc< 
stead of such agreeable works as these 
has for half an age been tormented w 
called Easy Writers, whose abilities Mr. 
one day described excellently well in < 
^^ That," says he, ^' among these fellow 
J^asy Writing, which any one may eas 
Such janty scribblers are so justly lau| 
their sonnets on Phillis and Chloris, and 
descriptions in them 3 that an ingenious 1 
mine, of the family of the Staffs, Mr. '. 
Wagstaff by name, has, to avoid their s 
into a way perfectly new, and descril 
exactly as they happen* : he never form? 
jiymphs, or groves, where tl^ey are not j 
the incidents just as they really appear, 
ample of it ; I stole out of his manuscri 
lowing lines : they are a description of 
Jng, but of the morning in town; na 
morning at this end of ^he town, where 
roan at present lodges. 

Kow hardlf here and there an hackney-coach 
Appearing, show'd the ruddy morn's approach* 
JHovf Betty from her nnaster's bed had flawn. 
And foftly stole to discunopose her own; 
The slipshod 'prentice from his master's door 
>]ad par'd the street, and sprinkled round the fl 
Kow Moll had whirl'd her mop wiih dex'trous s 
f f epar'U to scrub \^\t entry and the stairs* 

f Pft Swift, 
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The fouth with broomy itumpi began to trace 
The kennel-edge, where wheels had worn the pbice. 
The small-Goal man was beard with cadence deep. 
Till drown'd in shriller notes of chimney-iweep : 
Duns at his Lordship's gates began to meet ; 
And brick-dost Moll had scream'd thro* half a street^ 
l*he turnkey now his flock returning sees, 
Duly let out a' nights to steal for fees| 
The watchful bailifh take their filent standi^ 
And school-boys lag with satchels in their tuuuls* 

All that I apprehend is, that dear Nuitips willr 
be angry I have published these lines j not that he 
has any reason to be ashamed of them, but for feat 
of those rogues, the bane to all excellent perform- 
tinces, the imitators. Therefore, before-hand, I 
bar all descriptions of the evening 5 as, a medley 
of verses signifying grey^peas are now cried warm % 
that wenches now begin to amble round the pas- 
sages of the play-house : or of noon ; as« that fine 
ladies and great beaux are just yawning out of their 
beds and windows in Pall-Mall, and so forth. I 
forewarn also all persons from encouraging any 
draughts after my cousin 3 and foretell any maa 
who shall go about to imitate him, that he will be 
very insipid. The family-stock is embarked in tins 
design, and we will not admit of counterfeits : Dr* 
Anderson * and his heirs enjoy his pills 5 Sir Wil- 
liam Readf has the cure of eyes 3 and Monsieur 
Rosselli X only can cure the gout. We pretend ta 
none of these things 3 but to examine who and who 
are together, to tell any mistaken man he is not 

* Anderson was a Scotch physician in the reigns of Charles I* 
and Charles !!• 

f The Queen's oculist. It is said, that though he was won« 
derfuUy successful, he could neither read nor write. 

{ Rosselli, sufficiently known from the Romance of hi^ 
life, which was written by himself* 

B2 
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vhat lie believes he is^ to distinguish merit, and 
expose false pretences to it 5 is a liberty our family 
has by law in them, from an intermarriage with a 
daughter of Mr. Scoggin *, the famous droll of the 
last cc^ntury. This right I design to make use of j 
but will not encroach upon the above-mentioned 
adepts, or any other. At the same time^ I shall 
take all the privileges I may as an Englishman, and 
will lay hi;>d of the late act of naturalization to in- 
trodiK^e what I shall think fit from France. The 
use of that law may, I hope, be extended to people 
the polite world with new characters^ as well as the 
kingdom itself with new subjects. Therefore, an 
author of that nation, called La Bruyere> I shall 
make bold with on such occasions : the last person 
I read of in that writer was Lord Timon. Timon, 
says my author^ is the most generous of all men ; 
but is so hurried away with that strong impulse of 
bestowing, that he confers benefits without distinc- 
tion, and is munificent without laying obligations ; 
for all the unworthy, who receive from him, have 
so little sense of this noble infirmity, that tbcy look 
upon themselves rather as partners in a spcnl, than 
partakers of a bounty. The other day, coming 
into Paris, I met Timon going out on horseback, 
attended only by one servant. It struck me with a 
sudden damp, to see a man of so excellent a dispo- 
sition, and who understood making a figure so well, 
so much shortened in his retinue : but, passing hy 
his house, I saw his great coach break to pieces be- 
fore his door, and by a strange inchantment imme- 
diately turned into many different vehicles. The 
first was a very pretty chariot, into which stepped 
his Lordship's Secretary ; the second was hung a 
little heavier } into that strutted the fat stewaid ; 

* Scoggin was a buifoofi in the reign of King Jamea^ 
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n an instant followed a chaise, which was entered 
>y the butler. The rest of the body and wheels 
vere forthwith changed into go-carts^ and run 
iway with by the nurses and brats of the rest of 
he family. What makes these misfortunes in the 
ififairs of Tlmon the more astonishing is, that he 
las better understanding than those who cheat him : 
o that a man knows not which more to wonder at ; 
he indifference of the master^ or the impudence of 
he servant. 

JVhites Chocolaie- house y April 29. 

It is a matter of much speculation among the 
>eaux and oglers, what it is that can have made 

sudden a change, as has been of late observed, 
n the whole behaviour of Pastorella, who never 
at still a moment until she was eighteen, which 
he has now exceeded by two months. Her aunt, 
vho has the care of her, has not been always so 
igid as she is at this present date \ but has so good 

1 sense of the frailty of woman, and falsehood of 
nan, that she resolved on all manner of methods 
o keep Pastorella, if possible, in safety, against 
lerself and all her admirers. At the same time 
he good lady knew, by long experience, that a gay 
nclination, curbed too rashly, would but run to 
he greater excesses for that restraint ; .she there- 
ore intended to watch her, and take some oppor- 
unity of engaging her insensibly in her own inte- 
ests, without the anguish of an admonition. You 
ire to know then, that Miss, with all her flirting 
ind ogling, had also a strong curiosity in her, and 
vas the greatest eaves-dropper breathing. Parisati^ 
for so her prudent aunt is called) observed this hu- 
nour, and retires one day to her closet, into which 
he knew Pastorella would peep, and listen to know 
low £he was employed. It happened accordingly } 

H3 
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and tlic young lady saw her good govemant 
knees^ and, after a menial hehaviottr, hn 
these words : *^ As for the dear child cor. 
to my care, let her sobriety of carriage, an 
rity of behaviour, be such as may make tha 
Lord who is taken with her beauty, turn his c 
to such as are honourable." Here Parisatis 
her niece nestle closer to the key-hole : she 
goes on. '* Make her the joyful mother of i 
merous and wealthy offspring 5 and let her car 
be such, as may make this noble youth expect 
blessings of an happy marriage, from the singuli 
of her life, in this loose and censorious age.** ^ 
having heard enough, sneaks off for fear of y 
covery, and immediately at her class alters \ 
sitting of her head ; tlien pulls up her tucker, a 
forms herself into the exact manner of Lindamir. 
in a word, becomes a sincere convert to every thit 
that is commendable in a fine young lady ; and tw 
or three such matches, as her aunt feigned in he. 
devotions, are at this day in her choice. This ij 
the history and original cause of Pastorella's con- 
version from coquctrJ^ The prudence in the nw 
nagement of this young lady's temper, and goo! 
judgment of it, is hardly to be exceeded. 1 
scarce remember a greater instance of forbearanc< 
of the usual peevish way with which the aged trca 
the young than this, except that of our famoa 
Noy, whose good-nature went so far, as to n)ak< 
him put off his admonitions to his son, even onti 
after his death ; and did not give him his thought 
of him until he came to read that memorable pas 
•age in his will : " All the rest of my estate," saj 
he, ** I leave to my son Edward (who is execute 
o this my will), to be squandered as he shall thin 
it : I leave it him for that purpose, and hope n 
ctier from him." A geueroujs 4i»4fU3^ 9P4 n 
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flection upon how little he deserved from so excel* 
lent a father, reformed the young man, and made 
Edward from, an arrant rake become a fine gen« 
tleman. 

SL James* s Cqffee-house, April 29. 

Letters from Portugal of the eighteenth instanf/ 
dated firom Estremos, say, that on the sixth the 
£arl of Galloway arrived at that place, and had the 
aatisfaction to see the quarters well fiimished with 
all manner of provisions, and a quantity of bread 
sufficient for subsisting the troops for sixty days, 
besides biscuits for twenty-five [days. The enemjp 
give out, that they shall bring into the field four* 
teen regiments of horse, and twenty-four battalions* 
The troops in the service of Portugal will make up 
i4»ooo foot, and 4000 horse. On the day thes* 
letters were dispatched, the Earl of Galloway re- 
ceived advice, that the Marquis de Bay was pre* 
paring for some enterprize, by gathering his troope 
together on the frontiers: whereupon his Excel* 
lency resolved to go that same night to Villa Vici- 
osa, to assemble the troops in that neighbourhood^ 
in order to disappoint his designs. 

Yesterday in the evening Captain Foxton, aid- 
de-camp to Major-General Cadogan, arrived here 
express from the Duke of Marlborough. And thip 
day a mail is come in with letters from Brussels of 
the sixth of May, N, S. which advise, that tho* 
enemy had drawn together a body, consisting of 
ao,ooo men, with a design, as was supposed, to 
intercept the great convoy on the march towards 
Lisle, which was safely arrived at Menin and Cour- 
tray, in its way to that place, the Freach having 

qt4f ^4 mtbou]; wkin; apy attempt^ 
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. We hear from the Hague> that a per» 
$rst quality is arrived in the Low Coun 
Fiance^ in order to be a Plenipotentiary ic 
ing treaty of peace. 

Letters from France acknowledge, that 
Bernard has made no higher offers of satis 
his creditors than of 33I. per cent. 
. These advices add, that the Marshal 
Monsievir Torcy (who distinguished himi 
erly, by advising the Court of France tc 
the treaty of Partition), and Monsieur c 
(who negociated with Cardinal Portoc; 
the succession of the Crown of Spain in 
of Bourbon), are all three joined in a o 
for a treaty of peace. The Marshal is 
Ghent ; the other two ai-e arrived at the ] 

It is confidently reported here, thiat 
Honourable the Lord Townshend is to g 
Grace the Duke of Marlborough into Hoi 

*j^* Mr. Bickerstaff has received the 
Mrs. Rebecca WagstafF, Timothy Pike 
Wagstaff, which he will acknowledge 
occasion shall serve. 



•^ 
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N" 9. TUESDAY, MAY 3, 1109. 



^icqkid agunt bominei 

ftotiri est farrago lihelli, 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dreanii 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. ?• 

By Mrs. Jenny Distaff, Half-Sistcr to 

Mr. BlCKERSTAFF. 

From my own apartment. May i . 

Mv brother Isaac, having a suddea occasion to go 
out of town, ordered roe to take upon me the dis- 
patch of the next advices from home, with liberty 
to speak in ray own way ; not doubting the allow^ 
duces which would be given to a writer of my sex. 
You may be 8ur« I undertook it with much satis- 
faction 5 and I confess, I am not a little pleased 
^ith the opportunity of running over all the papers 
in his closet, which he has left open for my use on 
this occasion. The first that I lay my hands on, is 
a treatise concerning " the empire of beauty,'* and 
the effects it has had in all nations of the world, 
upon the public and private actions of men 5 with 
an appendix, which be calls, *' The bachelor's 
schen^e for governing his wife." The lirst thing 
he makes this gentleman propose is, that she shall 
l)e no woman 3 for she is to have an aversion to 
balls, to operas, to visits -, she is to think his com-t 
pany sufficient to fill up all the hours of life with 
great satisfaction 5 she is never to believe any other 
ipan wise> learned, or valiant ; or^ at least, but iix 
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a second degree. In the next place, he intends she 
shall be a cuckold 5 but expects, that he himself 
must live in a perfect secvuity from that terror. 
He dwells a great while on instructions for her 
discreet behaviour, in case of his falsehood. I have 
not patience with these unreasonable expectations, 
therefore turn back to the treatise itself. Here, in- 
deed, my brother deduces all the revolutions among 
men from the passion of love 5 and in his preface 
answers that usual observation against us, '' that 
there is no quarrel without a woman in it 5" with 
a gallant assertion, that '' there is nothing else 
worth quarrelling for." My brother is of a com- 
plexion truly amorous ; all his thoughts and actions 
carry in them a tincture of that obliging inclination ; 
and this turn has opened his eyes to see, that we 
are not the inconsiderable creatures which unlucky 
pretenders to our favour would insinuate. He ob- 
serves, that no man begins to make any tolerable 
figure until he sets out with the hopes of pleasing 
some one of us : no sooner he takes that in hand, 
but he pleases every one else by the bye 5 it has an 
immediate effect upon his behaviour. ThtK 'a 
Colonel Ranter, who never spoke without an oath, 
until he saw the Lady Betty Modish ; now, never 
gives his man an order but it is, " Pray, Tom, do 
it." The drawers where he drinks live in perfect 
happiness. He asked Will at the George the othef 
day, how he did ? Where he used to say, ''Damn it, 
it is so j" he now *' believes there is some mistake $ 
he must confess, he is of another opinion 3 but, 
however, he will not insist.'* 

Every temper, except downright insipid, is to 
be animated and softened by the inlluence of 
beauty ; but of this untractable sort is a lifeless 
handsome fellow that visits us, whom I have 
dressed at this twelvemonth 5 but he is as inscn-^ 
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sible of all the arts I use, as if he conversed all that 
time with his nurse. He out-does our whole sex in 
all the faults our enemies impute to us ; he has 
brought laziness into an opinion, and makes his 
indolence his philosophy.; insomuch that, no longer 
ago than yesterday in the evening he gave me this 
account of himself : " I am. Madam, perfectly un- 
moved at all that passes among men, and seldom 
give myself the fatigue of going among them -, but 
when 1 do, I always appear the same thing to those 
whom I converse with. My hours of existence, or 
being awake, are from eleven in the morning to 
eleven at night j half of which I live to myself, in 
picking my teeth, washing my hands, paring my 
nails, and looking in the glass. The insignificancy 
pf my manners to the rest of the world, makes the 
laughers call me a Quidnunc ; a phrase which I 
neither understand, nor shall ever enquire what 
they mean by it. The last of me each night is at 
6t. James's coffee-house, where I converse j yet 
pever fall into a dispute on any occasion ; but leave 
tlie understanding 1 have passive of all that goes 
through it, without entering into the business of 
life. And thus. Madam, have I arrived, by lazi- 
ness, to what others pretend to by philosophy, a 
perfect neglect of the world," Sure, if our sex 
had the liberty of frequenting publick-houses and 
conversations, we should put these rivals of our 
faults and follies out of countenance. However, 
we shall soon have the pleasure of being acquainted 
with them one way or other ; for my brother Isaac 
designs, for the use of our sex, to give the exact 
characters of all the chief politicians who frequent 
finy of the coffee-houses from St. James's to the 
J)xchange ; but designs to begin with that cluster 
pf wise heads, as they are found sitting every even- 
iftg frpi:p ^^ left side of U^e fire^ ^t the Smyrn^^ to 
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x\ic door. This will be of great service to iw, and I 
have authority to pn>mise an exact journal of their 
drlil)cratirins ; the fmblication of which I am to be 
allowed for pin-money. In the mean time, I cast 
my ryp iijwn a new book, which gave me more 
plrasing cnicrtainnibnt, bt*ing a ftixto part of Mis- 
re llany Pornis published by Jacob Tonsoa ♦, which 
I find, bv my brother's notes ut)on it, no way infe- 
rior to tjie other volumes. There is, it seems, in 
tliiii a collection of the; best pastorals that have hi- 
therto appcareil in En^^land ; but among tliem none 
su{>erior to that dialogue between Sylvia and Do- 
rinda, written !)y one of mv own sex fi where aH 
our little Mcaknesses are laid open in a manner more 
ju^t, and with truer raillcr)'^ titan ever man yet hit 
upon. 

Onljr this I now dtfcem, 
From il>e ihingi thou 'du have me UanUi 
' That womankind's peculiar joyi 
From paic or present beautiei r'tie. 

But, to re-assume mv first design, there cannot 
be a greater instance ot tiie command of females, 
than in the prevailing c*harms of tlie heroine in tlie 
play, which was acted this night, called. All for 
Love J or. The World well lost. The enamoured 
Anthony resigns glory and power to the force of the 
attractive Cleopatra, whose charms were the defence 
of her diadem against a people otherwise invincible. 
J t is so natural frjr women to talk of themselves, that 
it is to be iiopcd, all my own sex at least will pardon 
me, that (could fall into no other discourse, if we 
have their favour, we give ourselves very little anxi- 
ety fur tlte rest of our rcadcTS. I believe^ I sec a 

• IJsualljr called Dryden'i Collection. 

f By Mn. Elisabeth Sinser, afterwardi Mrii Rowft. 
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sentence of Latin in my brother's day-book of wit, 
wliich seems applicable on this occasion^ and in 
contempt of the critics. 



Trnlitiam & me/ui 



Tradam frotervh in mare Creticum ^ 

Portare ventn. HoR. I Od. XXvi. 2. 

No boding feai s shall break my rest, 

Nor anxious cares invade my breast ; 

Puff them, ye wanton gales, awny. 

And plunge them in the Cretan fea. R. Wynne. 

But I am interrupted by a packet from Mr. Kid- 
ney, from St. James's coffee-house, which I am 
obliged to insert in the very style and words which 
Mr. Kidney uses in his letter. 

St, James s Coffee-house y May 2. 

We are advised by letters from Bfern, dated the 
first instant, N. S. that the Duke of Berwick ar- 
rived at Lyons the twenty-tifth of the last month, 
and continued his journey the next day to visit tlie 
passes of the mountains, and other posts in Dau- 
phine and Provence. These letters also informed 
us, that the miseries of the people in France are 
heightened to that degree, that unless a peace be 
speedily concluded, half of that kingdom would 
perish for want of bread. On the twenty -fourth, 
the Marshal de Thesse passed through Lyons, in 
his way to Versailles j and two battalions, which 
were marching from Alsace to reinforce the army 
of the Duke of Berwick, passed also through that 
place. Those troops were to be followed by six 
battalions more. 

Letters from Naples of the sixteenth of April 
say, that the Marquis de Prie's son was arrived 

* The humour of Mrs. Jenny DistafPs Latin quotation risei 
out of the similarity between the words Creticum and Criticum. 
VOL. I. I 
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there, with instructions from his father, to signifj 
to the Viceroy the necessity his Imperial Majesty 
was under of desiring an aid from that kingdom for 
carrying on the extraordinary expences of the war. 
On the fourteenth of the same month, they made a 
review of the Spanish troops in that garrison, and 
afterwards of the marines -, one part of whom will 
embark with those designed for Barcelona, and the 
rest are to be sent on-board the galleys appointed to 
convoy provisions to that place. 

We hear from Rome, by letters dated the twen- 
tieth of April, that the Count de Mellos, Envojr 
from tlie King of Portugal, had made his public 
entry into that city with much state and magnifi- 
cence. The Pope has lately held two other consis- 
tories, wherein he made a promotion of two Cardi- 
nals j but the acknowledgement of King Charles is 
still deferred. 

Letters from other parts of Italy advise us, that 
the Doge of Venice continues dangerously ill ; that 
the Prince de Carignan, having relapsed into a vio- 
lent fever, died the twenty-third of April, in his 
eightieth year. 

Advices from Vienna of tlie twenty-seventh of 
April import, tliat the Archbishop of Saltzburg i« 
dead, who is succeeded by Count Harrach, form- 
erly Bishop of Vienna, and for these last three 
years coadjutor to the said Archbishop ; and that 
Prince Maximilian of Litchtenstein is likewise de- 
parted this life at his country seat called Cromaw, 
in Moravia. These advices add, that the Emperor 
has named Count Zinzendorf, Count Goes, and 
Monsieur Consbruck, for his plenipotentiaries in 
an ensuing treaty of peaces and they hear from 
Hungary, that tlie Imperialists have had several 
successful skirmishes with the malcontents. 
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Letters from Paris, dated May the sixth, say that 
the Marshal de Thesse arrived there on the twenty- 
ninth of the last month, and that the Chevalier de 
Beail was sent thither by Don Pedro Ronquillo with 
advice^ that the confederate squadron appeared be- 
fore Alicant on tlie seventeenth, and, having for 
some time cannonaded the city, endeavoured to land 
some troops for the relief of the cattle 5 but General 
Stanhope, finding the passes well^uarded, and the 
cnterprize dangerous, demanded to capitulate for 
the castle ; which being granted him, the garrison, 
consisting of 600 regular troops, marched out witli 
their arras and baggage the day following -, and being 
received on board, they immediately set sail for 
Barcelona. These letters add, that the march of 
the French and Swiss regiments is further deferred 
for a few days; and that the Duke of Noailles was 
just ready to set out for Roussillon, as well as the 
Count de Bezons for Catalonia. 

The same advices say, bread was sold at Paris for 
sixpence a pound 5 and that there was not halt 
enough, even at that rate, to supply the necessities 
of the people, which reduced them to the utmost 
despair 5 that 300 men had taken up arms, and, 
having plundered the market of the suburb of St. 
Germain, pressed down by their multitude the 
king's guards who opposed them. Two of those 
mutineers were afterwards seized and condemned to 
death ; but four others went to the magistrate who 
pronounced that sentence, and told him, he must 
expect to answer with his own life for those of their 
comrades. All order and sense of government being 
thus lost among the enraged people ; to keep up a 
show of authority, the captain of the guards, who 
saw all their insolence, pretended, that he had re- 
presented to the king their deplorable condition, and 
nad obtained their pardon. It is further reported^ 

I 2 
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that the Dauphin and Dutchess of Btffgundy, as 
they went to the opera, were surrounded by crowds 
of people, who upbraided tliem with their Delect 
of the general calamity, in going to diversions, when 
the whole people were ready to perish for want of 
brt-ad. Edicts are daily published to suppress these 
riots ; and papers, with menaces against the govern- 
ment, as publicly thrown about. Among others, 
these words we^ dropped in a court of justice, 
'' France wants a Ravilliac or a Jesuit to deliver 
her.'* Besides this universal distress, there is a con- 
tagious sickness, which, it is feared, will end in a 
pestilence. Letters from Bourdeaux bring accounts 
no less lamentable : the peasants are driven by hun- 
ger from tlieir abodes into that city, and make la- 
mentations in the streets without redress. 

We are advised by letters from the Hague, dated the 
tenth instant, N. S. that^ on the sixth, the Marquis 
de I'orcy arrived there from Paris j but the passport, 
by which he came, having been sent blank by 
Monsieur Rouille, he was there two days ^fore his 
quality was known. That minister offered to com- 
municate to Monsieur Heinsius the proposals which 
he had to make 5 but the pensionary refused to see 
them, and said, he would signify it to tlie States, 
who deputed some of their own body to acquaint 
him, that they would enter into no negociatioa 
until the arrival of his grace the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, and the other ministers of the alliance. Prince 
Eugene was expected there the twelfth instant from 
Brussels. It is said, that besides Monsieur de 
lorcy, and Monsieur Pajot, director-general of the 
pests, there are two or three persons at the Hague 
whose names are not known ; but it is supposed* 
that the Duke d'Alba, ambassador from the Duke 
of Anjou, was one of them. The States have sent 
letters to all the cities of the provinces^ 4esiria{ 
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them' to send their deputies to receive the propo- 
sitions of peace made by the court of France. 

*^* In the absence of Mr. BickerstaflT, Mrs. 
Distaff has received Mr^ Nathaniel Broomsticjc's 
letter. 
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Whatever men do, or say, or think, ordrean^ 

Our motley paper feizes for its theme. F. 

By Isaac Bicrerstaff^ Esquire. 

Wilts Coffee-hovs^, May 3. 

A kinsman has sent me a letter^ wherein he in- 
forms me, he had lately resolved to write an heroic 
poemj» but by business has been interrupted^ and 
has only made one similitude^ which he should be 
afflicted to have wholly lost -, and begs of me to ap- 
ply it to something, being very desirous to see it 
.well placed in the world. 1 ana sp willing to help 
the distressed, that I have taken it in : but, though 
his gi'eater genius might very well distinguish his 
verses from mine, I have marked where his begin. 
His lines are a description of the sun in eclipse, 
which I know nothing more like than a brave man 
in sorrow, who bears it as he should, without in>- 
^oring the pity of his friends, or being dejected 

^3 
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with the contempt of his eneimesi as in the case of 
Cato. 

Wtien all the globe to Caesar's foitane bow'dy 
Cato alone his empire disalloWd ; 
With intxirn strength alone oppos*d mankind^ 
With Heav'n in vieW| to all below tt blind : 
Regardless of his friends applause, or moan^ 
Alone triumphant, since he foils alone #. 

** Thus when the Ruler of the genial daf 
Behind some darkening planet forms hi» way. 
Desponding mortals, with officious care, 
The concave drum and magic 1>rass prepare; 
Implore him to sustain ih* important fight. 
And save depending worlds from endless nisht { 
Fondly they hope their labour may avail 
To ease his coaflict, and assist his toil, 
Whilft he, in beams of native splendor bright* 
(Though dark his orb appear to hsman light)" 
Shines to the gods with more difiiifive Hght | 
To distant stars with equal glory bums. 
Inflames their lamps, and feeds their golden omsy 
Sure to retain his known superior tract. 
And proves the more illustrious by defect.'* 

ITiis is a very lively image ; but I must take the 
liberty to say, my kinsman drives the sun a little 
like Phaeton : he has all the warmth of Phffibus, 
but will not stay for his direction of it. Avail and 
ioii, defect and trad, will never do for rhjrmes. 
But, however> he has the true spirit in him; for 
which reason I was willing to entertain any thing he 
pleased to send me. The subject which he writes 
upon naturally raises great reflexions in the soul, 
And puts us in mind of the mixed condition which 
we mortals are to support ; which, as it varies to 
good or bad, adorns or defaces our actions to the 
beholders : all which glory and shame must end in, 
>i'iiat we so much repine at, death. But doctrines 

f The Tcnes are by Ur. Jabcz Hoghssi 
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cn tlui occasion, any other than that of living well, 
are the most insignificant and most empty of all the 
laboars of men. None but a tragedian can die by 
rule, and wait till he discovers a plot, or says a fine 
thing upon his exit. In real life, this is a chimera 5 
and by noble spirits it will be done decently, with- 
out the ostentation of it. We see men of all con- 
ditions and characters go through it with equal re- 
solution : and if we consider the speeches of the 
mighty philosophers, heroes, lawgivers, and great 
captains, they can produce no more in a discerning 
^rit, than rules to make a man a fop on his death- 
bed. Commend me to that natural greatness of 
sou], expressed by an innocent, and consequently 
zesolute country-fellow, who said in the pains of the 
cholick, '' If I once get this breath out of my body, 
you shall hang me before you put it in again." Ho- 
nest Ned ! and so he died *. 

But it is to be supposed, that from this place you 
day expect an account of such a thing as a new 
play is not to be omitted. That acted this night is 
the newest that ever was writ. The author is my 
kigenious friend Mr. Thomas Durfcy. This Drama 
is called, " The Modem Prophets," and is a most 
vsanswerable satire against the late spirit of enthu- 
ilasm. The writef had by long experience ob- 
Ktved that, in company, very grave discourses had 
beenfdlowed by bawdry -, and therefore has turned 
the humour that way with great success, and taken 
from his audience all manner of superstition, by the 
agitations of pretty Mrs. Bignell, whom he has, 
with great subtlety, made a lay-sister, as well as a 
pfojihrtess ; by which means she carries on the af- 
liairs of both worlds with great success. My friend 

^ This N«d was a farmer of Anthony Henley^ Ef^. wh9 
■Mnui^PS tUif tayin| of bi| io a Uittr to $ wife* 
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(Irsi^nfi to ^o on V'itli niir>thrr work againit ivintrr, 
wlii( li \iv iiitriuii to rail, " The Modern Portii/' a 
])r(iptr no Ic'HH mistakrn intlicir opinionii of being in* 
spiled, tlian the other. In order to tltiii, he han bv ' 
liim Hrvrn Hon^n, beHidcH ninny anihignitiei, wbtcn 
4'annot br niihiakcn for any thing but wbathemeaoi 
thrm. Mr. Diirfey generally writes atate-playsp 
and ill wondrrfiilly unrinl to the world in nuch re- 
prrM'Mfations. 'riii» niethcKl is the same that wai 
iisrd hy the old Atheniann, to laugh out of couo- 
trnancT, or promote, opinions among the people. 
My friend has therefore, againht this play is acted 
for his own In-neHt, made two dances, which may 
br aluo of an uniM-rsal lyenrfit. In the first h«^ hat 
rrprrsrnted al)iioUn(- power in the uerhon of a tall 
man with a hat and feather, who gives his first mi- 
nister, that htandsjtiHt Im* lore him, an huge kick ; 
thr niini.Htrr gi\eH the kick to the next l>etore; and 
so to the end of the sta^'r. In this moral and prac* 
tical jrst, you are made to understand, that there is, 
in nn absohitc! grnerninent, no gratification, but 
giving the kick you recriie from one alK>ve you, to 
one lii'low you. 'i'his Is |x:r formed to a grave and 
melnncholy air ; but on a sudden the tune moves 
c|uieker, and the whole company fall into a circle, 
and take handh ; and then, at a certain sharp note, 
they move round, and kick as kick can. I'his latter 
performance he makes to be the representation of a 
free state -, where, if you all mind your steps, you 
may y;o round and round very joUily, with a motion 
pleasant to yourNclves and tliobc you dance with : 
nay, if you nut yourselves out, at the worst you 
only kick and are kicked, like friends and equals. 

from w}i ou'fi yipnrlmcvt, May 4. 

Of all the vanities under the sun, I confess that of 
being proud of onc*0 birlli is the greatest. At tlio 
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■ame time, since in this unreasonable age, by the 
iorcG of prevailing custom, things in which men 
bave uo hand are imputed to thc^m; and that I am 
wed by some people, as if Isaac Bickerstati*, though 
1 write myself Esquire^ was nobody: to set the 
world right in that particular, I shall give you my 
«;s>eah)gy, as a kinsman of purs has sent it me 
irom the Heralds Otiice. It is certain, and ob- 
served by the wisest writers, that there are women 
'wbo arc not nicely chastc» and men not severely ho- 
nest, in all families -, therefore let those who may 
be apt to raise aspersions upcm ours, please to give 
us as impartial an account of their own, and we 
shall be satisfied. The business of heralds is a 
matter of so great nicety, that, to avoid mistakes, 
1 shall give you my cousin'a letter, verbatim, with** 
out altering a syllable. 

*' Dear Cousin, 

" Since you have been pleased to make yourself 
so famous of late, by your ingenious writings, and 
some time ago by your learned predictions : since 
Partridge, of immortal memory, is dead and gone, 
vho, poetical as he was, could not understand his 
own poetry y and philomatical as he was, could not 
read his own destiny : since the pope, the king of 
France, and great part of his court, are either lite- 
rally or metaphorically defunct : since, I say, these 
things (not foretold by any one but yourself) have 
come to pass after so surprising a manner ; it is with 
no small concern I see the original of the Staffiaa 
race so little known in the world as it is at tliis 
time ; for which reason, as you have employed your 
studies in astronomy, and the occult sciences, so I, 
my mother being a Welsh woman, dedicated mine 
to genealogy, particularly that of our own family, 
whicb^ for its antiquity and number, may challenge 



5)i TATLKft. If* IK 

:iiiy in (IwM nrit:iiii. l*lir St^fTi are criginnlly fif 
Si.itiordHliiir, wliii li Untk ift n:iiiir. frfmi thcin : ihc 
lirHi ih.it I liml ol' the* S\;ii\\ w:i« uur. JstctAniatf, • 
l.iiiHriis aiiil rf liovfiird ;iHtroiiotiirr» who, hf Dorrifhy 
1 114 u-ilr, ha<l ixMiiR Hrvrii HotiN, vi/. liirkrmta/ff 
l.«)t){^<itiiti. W.if;Htiitr, Uiiiirtrritiilf', Whitcfft^if, Fal« 
st;iH, :tiMl TipHtnir. I Ir :iUfy hiid fl vottiigcr brcHhcr, 
V ho w:iH fvur in.irriril, aihI hflcl fivf; M)ti«, vi/« 
Di.friir, rik'-.t.'H', Mff]iHl:in'» ISnN)tiiHt;in', and Rnf,' 
rrd'.l.iff. Ah Ifir ihr Irriiiirh frmn wlirnrn yrm 
f.piiiii;, I ^li;ill Hiiy \riy littir ol it, only that it ifi the 
cWu'i ni \\\r St:ilf'H, iind c.'illrd itirkrmtafl', auan 
h\yyrrH\i\iYi a<inHi«]iaM to Hay, ihn (»rrnt StalF, or 
Stall' ni SiattH; and that it ha<i a|mhf'd \ine\f to 
Astronomy with grrnt MitrcM, aiirr tlir rxaniplft (yf 
4 Mr atorrsaid lorrfathrr. 'Ihr. dr HcrndantH from 
J^inf^Htatf, the mrroiid Noni wrrr n raki«h diHordcrly 
Hort of prroplr, and raniblrd frotn onr pJacc to niio- 
thf-r, nniil, in thrtinir of I (arrv the Srrond, they 
rirttlf^d in Krnt, and wrrr rnllnl l/ong-'iaiU, frmii 
thr I^ong 'i'aiU whifh wrrr hcnt tlicrn nil n ptiniiih- 
inriit tor thr niiirdrr of 'J honian n-lirAMri, an the 
hj^rndi nny. TUr.y havr alwuyH lirrii Aoiight after 
hv f hr. ladirn ; l;ut whrihrr it be to Hhow their aver* 
Hion to |»o|irry, or thrir lovn to miraclnfi, I canm^t 
n:iy, 'Ihr Wftj^statl's arr n merry thonghtlcM vort.of 
pcoplr, who havr. alway«t brrn opinionated oi their 
o'.vn wit ) fhry havr tnrnrd thrnnu'lven tiUMtly io 
portry. Tiiiv in thr ni<Hit iwimrstmn branch of our 
taiiiily, and thr poorrnt. 'Ihr. UtiarterHtaffii are 
iMOHt of thrm pri/r-fij^hlrr* or drrr»tealcr»: there 
havr brrn HO niiiny of thrm han^rd latrlv, that there 
jirr wry frw ol that branch of onr famMy IrCt. 'J'lir 
'WhiirHialli * arc all (our!irr», and Jiavr. had yrty 

* An silliKiori to Ilia itaft tl iit i» carried^ m mi cmian of hit 
ofncci by itic firii IahA of the 'J'le^iKury^ wlioii .iftcrw^irdi tiu- 
nidutoiKly cotviffArcd Ity Sicclo to m g^ «nim«t dutinguiitici 
from hit (cllowft t»y a wliitf itrjiWi" 
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considerable places. There have been some of them 
.of that strength and dexterity, that five hundred * 
of tlie ablest men in the kingdom have often tugged 
in vain to pull a staff out of their hands. Hie 
Falstaffs are strangely given to whoring and drink- 
ing : there are abundance of tliem in and about 
London. One thing is very remarkable of this 
branch, and that is, there are just as many women 
as men in it. There was a wicked stick of wood of 
this name in Harry the Fourth's time, one Sir John 
Falstaff. As for Tipstaff, the youngest son, he was 
an honest fellow ; but his sons, and his sons* sons, 
have all of them been the veriest rogues living : it 
is this unlucky branch tliat has stocked the nation 
with that swarm of lawyers, attorneys, Serjeants, 
and bailiffs, with which the nation is over- run. 
Tipstaff, being a seventli son, used to cure the 
1cing*s evil } but his rascally descendants are so far 
from having that healing quality, that, by a touch 
.upon the shoulder, they give a man such an ill habit 
of body, that he can never come abroad afterwards. 
This is all I know of the line of Jacobstaff : hii 
younger brother Isaacstaff, as I told you before, had 
five sons, and was married twice ; his first wife was 
a Staff' (for they did not stand upon false heraldry in 
those days) by whom he had one son, who, in pro- 
cess of time, being a schoolmaster and well read in 
the Greek, called himself Distaff, or Twicestaff. 
He was not very rich, so he put his children out to 
grades j and tlie Distaffs have ever since been em- 
plo}-ed in the woollen and linen manufactures, ex- 
cept myself, who am a genealogist. Pikestaff, tlie 
eldest son by the second venter, was a man of busi- 
ness, a downright plodding fellow, and withal so 
plain, that he became a proverb. Most of this fa,-* 

* The House of Commons. 



96 TATLER. 

mily are at present in the army. Ragged 
an unlucky boy, and used to tear his cl 
getting birds nests, and was always playing 
tame bear his father kept. Mopstaff fell 
with one of his father s maids, and used to I 
to clean the house. BroomstaiF was a ch 
sweeper. The Mopstaffs and BroomstafTs ar» 
rally as civil people as ever went out of doors 
alas ! if they once get into ill hands, they 
down all before them. PilgrimstalF ran away 
his friends, and went strolling about the cou 
and . Pipestaff was a wine-cooper. These two 
the unlawful issue of LongstatF. 

*'N.B. The Canes, the Clubs, the Cudgels, 
Wands, the Devil upon two Sticks*, and 
Bread, that goes by the name of Staff of life, 
none of our relations. I am, dear Cousin, 

*' Your humble servant, 
From the Herald? Office, • " D. DlSTAFi 

May X| 1709* 

SL James's Coffee-house, May 4. 

As political news is not the principal subject c 
which we treat, we are so happy as to have no a 
casion for that art of cookery which our broth* 
newsmongers so much excel in : as appears by the 
excellent and inimitable manner of dressing up 
second time for your taste the same dish which tin 
gave you the day before, in case there come over 1 
new pickles from Holland. Therefore, when \ 
have nothing to say to you from courts and camj 
we hope still to give you somewhat new and curio 
from ourselves : the women of our house, upon c 
casion, being capable of carr}'ing on the busine 
according to the laudable custom of the wives 

* An allmion to die " Dibble Boiteux" of Lc S.»se. 
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Holland ; but, without farther preface, take what 
vrc have not mentioned in our former relations. 

Letters from Hanover, of the thirtieth of the last 
month, say, that the Prince Royal of Prussia ar- 
rived there on the fifteenth, and left that court on 
the second of tliis month, in pursuit of his journey 
to Flanders, where he makes the ensuing campaign. 
Iliose advices add, that the young Prince Nassau, 
hereditary governor of Fricsland, celebrated on tlie 
twenty-sixth of the lastmontli his marriage with the 
beauteous Princess of Hesse-Cassel, with a pomp 
and magnificence suitable to their age and quality. 

TiCtters from Paris say, his most Christian JVIa- 
jesty retired to Marly on the tirst instant, N. S. and 
oar last advices from Spain inform us, that the 
Prince of Asturias had made his public entry into 
Madrid in great splendor. The Duke of Anjou has 
given Don Joseph Hartado de Amaraga the govern- 
ment of Terra firm a de Veragua, and the presi- 
dency of Panama in America. They add, that the 
forces commanded by the Marquis de Bay have been 
reinforced by six battalions of Spanish Walloon 
guards. Letters from Lisbon advise, that tlie army 
of the king of Portugal was at Elvas on the twenty- 
lecond of the last month, and would decamp on the 
twenty-fourth, in order to march upon the enemy 
who lay at Badajos. 

Yesterday, at four in the morning, his grace the 
Duke of Marlborough set out for Margate, and cm- 
barked for Holland at eight this morning. 

Yesterday also Sir George Thorold was declared 
Alderman of Cordwainers Ward, in the room of his 
brother Su* Charles Thorold, deceased. 

jidvertisement , 

*4t* Any Ladies who have any particular stories 
of their acquaintance, which they are willing ^cv- 

VOL. I. jfi 
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vately to make public> may send them bj the 
prnny-post to Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. indosed to 
Mr. Jonn Morphew, near Stationers Hall. 
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Whate*er men ilo, nr (ay, or tttink^i or dreain. 

Our motley paper feizes for its theme. P. 

May $• 

When a man has engaged to keep a stage-coach, ho 
is obliged, whether he has passengers or not, to set 
out : thus it fares with us weekly historians ; but 
indeed, for my particular, I hope, I shall soon have 
little more to do in this work, than to publish what 
is ser.t me from such as have leisure and capacity tor 
giving delight, and being pleased in an elegant 
ma n ner. The present grandeur of the British nation 
might make us expect, that we should rise in our 
public diversions, and manner of enjoying life, in 
proportion to our advancement in glory and power. 
Instead of that, survey this town, and you will find 
rakes and debauchees are your men of pleasure; 
thoughtless atheists and illiterate drunkards call 
themselves free-thinkers 3 and gamesters, banterers, 
biters, swearers, and twenty new-born insects more> 
arc, in their several species, the modern men of wit. 
Hence it is, that a man, who has been out of town 
but one half year, has lo§t the language, and muit 
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hsLve some firiend to stand by him> and keep him in 
tomitenance for talking common sense. To-day I 
saw a shoft interlude at White*s of this nature, 
which I took notes of, and put together as well as I 
could in a public place. The persons of the drama 
are Pip> the last gentleman that has been made so at 
cards; Trimmer^ a person half undone at them, 
dnd who is now between a cheat and a gentleman ; 
Acorn, an honest Englishman of good plain sense 
Und meaning ; and Mr. Friendly^ a reasonable man 
of the town. 

Whitens Ckocolah'house, May 5. 

Enter Pip, Trimmer, and AcoRic. 

Ac, What is the matter, gentlemen? what! take 
lio notice of an old friend ? 

Pip, Pox on it ! do not talk to me, I am voweled 
t>y the count, and cursedly out of humour. 

Ac, Voweled ! pr'ythee. Trimmer, what does he 
mean by that? 

Trim, Have a care, Harry, speak softly j do not 
show your ignorance ; — if you do, they will bite 
you wherever they meet you, they are such cursed 
curs— the present wits. 

Ac, Bite me! what do you mean ? 

Pip, Why ! do not you know what itting is ? 
nay, you are in the right on it. However, one 
would learn it only to defend one's self against men 
of wit, as one would know the tricks of play, to be 
secure against the cheats. But do not you hear. 
Acorn, that report, that some potentates of the 
alliance have taken care of themselves exclusively 
of us ? 

Ac, How ! Heaven forbid ! after all our glorious 
victories j all the expence of blood and treasure ! 

Pip, Bite ! 

x 9 
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j4c. Bile ! how > 

7V/W. N;iy, he has /•// you fairly enough 3 tliat 
i^ (*citain. 

-ir. I'ox! I «lo not fcrl it Wow } where? 

\Etriint Pip and Trimmttr lauuh'ing, 

yfr. Ho! Mr. Frirndly, your most huml>lc ; er- 
rant ; you hranl what pahwd b<'twren thoftc fine 
centlrnicn and inr. Pip cDinplaincd to vnc, that he 
Lad been vowelrd; andthry tcU mc I am bit. 

Frunid You arn to understand^ Sir, that simpli- 
city of hrhnviour, which is the perfection of good 
breeding and good sense, is utterly lost in the 
world ; and in the room of it there are started a 
thousand little inventions, whieh men, barren of 
better things, take up in the place of it. Thus for 
every character in conversation that used tn please, 
there in an impostor put u()on you. Him whom we 
allowed, formerly, for a certain pleasant lubtilty, 
and natural way of giving you an unexpected hit, 
called a i)ro//, U now mimicked by a Rittr, who if 
a dull fellow, that tells you a lie with a grave face, 
and laughs at you for knowing him no better than 
to believe him. Instead of that sort of companion 
who eo\ild rally you, and keep his countenance, 
until he made you fall into some little inconsistcncv 
of behaviour, at which you yourself could laugli 
with him, you have the sneerer, who will keep you 
eoujpany from morning to night, to gather your 
follies of the day (whidi perhaps you commit out of 
crHifidence in him) and (expose you in the eveninc; 
to all the scorners in town. For your mnn of sense 
flud Iree snirit, whose set of thoughts wen*, built 
upou leannng, reason, and experience, you have 
now an impudent creature madt! up of vice only, 
who supports his ijjjuorance by his courage, and waul 
uf learning by contcnipl of U* 
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Ac, Dear Sir, hold : what you have told mc al- 
ready of this change in conversation is too misera- 
ble to be heard with any delight ; but methinks, as 
these new creatures appear in the world, it might 
give an excellent field to writers for the stage, to 
divert us with the representation of them there. 
. Friend, No, no; as you say, there might be 
some hopes of redress of these grievances, if there 
were proper care taken of the theatre; but the 
history of that is yet more lamentable, than that of 
the decay of conversation I gave you, 

Ac, Pray, Sir, a little. I have not been in town 
these six years, until within this fortnight. 

Friend. It is now some time since several revolu- 
tions m the gay world had made the empire of the 
stage subject to very fatal convulsions, which were 
too dangerous to be cured by the skill of little King 
Oberon *, who then sat in the throne of it. The 
laziness of this Prince threw him upon the choice of 
a person who was fit to spend his life in contentions, 
an able and profound attorney, to whom he mort- 
gaged his whole empire. This Divito f is the most 
skilful of all politicians ; he has a perfect art in being 
unintelligible in discourse, and uncomeatable in busi- 
ness : but he, having no understanding in this polite 
way, brought in upon us, to get in his money, lad- 
der-dancers, rope-dancers, jugglers, and mounte- 
banks, to strut in the place of Shakspeare*s heroes, 
and Jonson*s humourists. \\^hen the seat of wit was 
thus mortgaged without equity of redemption, an 
architect % arose, who has built the Muse a new pa- 
lace, but secured her no retinue ; so that, instead 
of action there, we have been put off by song and 

• Mr. Owen, or Mac Owen Swioey, 
-}• Chi istopher Rich. 
;J: Sir Jolio Vaabru^tk 

K3 
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cI.iiKr. Thit \\\irr hrip ofiMmnd linn alito bcgtin to 
iiiii tor wnnl of \oicv% ; thrrrtorr thr palacr ]\a% 
■inrr tirrn jitit iiilo tlir haiuln of n siirgcfin, who 
v\\u niiv ('(Ttii^n trlliiw into an eunuch *« and paKkcs 
him 11 1 ion 114 ior n sinc;rr ot' Itnly. 

-^■. I will iv» ».ut ot'tfiwn tn-mom)\v. 

F/fVni/. Things nrr cutnr t(> thin pnsA ; nnd yrit 
thr worlfl Mill not iindrrstnml, th:it \nv. thcntre hns 
much the s:iinr rtlrri rin ihr mnnnrrH ol' thn nf;r, 
us thr Rdiik on the rrrdit of the n.ition. Wit mid 
njiirit. htinioiir nnd giNNl M-nsr, can nrvrr hr rv' 
vivrd l)nt luulrr thr govrrnnirnt of those who art* 
indices of siii'h talrnts ; who know, tliat whatever 
ts put up in thrlr strad, is Init a short and trifling 
rx|M'(1if lit, to siip]Nirt thr ap|xMranrr of thrni for a 
i&iMM>n. Il is p(>ssil>lr, a prarr will give leisure: to 
]Mit thrsr iii.ittrrs nndrr nrw rigidations ; but, nf 
pnsfnl, all thr assist.inrr wr can si c townrdfi our 
re cnvri'v is .is f.ir !u»in K'^''»Vt^ ^^^ help, as a poultice 
is Iroin jx'ifnnnin;; what can be* dune only by the 
^rand ( lixir. 

/////"x C'iffev house, May 6. 

Acrordlii^ to onr late dcHi);n in the nnp1aud(*d 
TMscH on ilir nioriiiii^; t » which yon lately had from 
Ji( iic<*, wr piDcccd to iinprnir thai just intention^ 
find procnt ymi will) other l:il)ours, made pn)|M:r to 
llic pl.iM- in which they were written. 'I'hc foUow- 
iiti; po: Ml ( ( in:-s h'oin Copenha^rn, and is ns fine a 
viiiicr pi( CI- as we have ( vc r had fnmi any of the 
M-lii'ols ul tlie nioht learned painlcrn. Such iinagcf 

"* |iiliii- |.imr4 llcyilrnr^'i'* r''<l' R'yifd li^re a iiirgeony lit 
fi!lii.!iiii tfi ilh- ciiipioyniriii .i<sip.n««l to him i he had At Uiat 

iiitr- iiii- (I If (ion uf the (ipviiit^ as tie hail aftcrwtfJs of Uie 

ni 'I' n.nlr*-. 
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as these give us a new pleasure in our sight, and fix 
upon our minds traces of reflection, >yhicb accom- 
pany us whenever the like objects occur. In short, 
excellent poetry and description dwell upon us sO 
agreeably, that all the readers of them are made to 
think, if not write, like men of wit. But it would 
be injury to detain you longer from this excellent 

Sirformance, which is addressed to the Earl of 
orset by Mr. Philips, the author of several choice 
poems in Mr. Tonson*8 new Miscellany. 

Coftnhagen, March 9, 1709* 

From frozen climes, and endless tracts of snow^ 
From streams that Northern winds forbid to flow^ 
What present shall the Muse to Dorset bring, 
Or how, so n«ar the Pole, attempt 10 sing ? 
The hoary winter here conceals from sight 
All pleasing objects that to verse invite : 
The hills and dales, and the delightful woods, 
The flow'ry plains, and silver-streaming AooSm^ 
By snow disguis'd, in bright confusion lie. 
And with one dazzling waste fatigue the eye. 

No gentle breathing breeze prepares the springi 
No birds within the desart region sing ; 
The ships unmov'd, the boisterous winds defy, 
Whil« rattling chariots o'er the ocean fly. 
The vast Leviathan wants room to play. 
And spout his waters in the face of day ; 
The starving wolves along the main sea prowl^ 
And to the moon in icy valleys howl. 
For many a shining league the level maia 
Here spreads itself into a glassy plain ; ^ 

Tliere solid billows of enormous size, 
Alps of green ice, in wild disorder rise. 

And yet but lately have I seen, ev'n here^ 
The winter in a lovely dress appear. 
"Ere yet the clouds let fall the treasur'd snow» 
Or winds began thro* hazy skies to blow. 
At evening a Iceen Eastern breeze arose. 
And tlie diescending rain unsully'd froze. 
Soon as the silent shades of night withdreW| 

Tile rtiUdy mom diicloi'd it one* to ihtf^ 
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The Ciot of iMCore in a rkh diflfniie, 

And hrifli'en'd eir'nr obj«cc to my tyett 

For tvetr thruH, and •v«ry blade of %ram, 

And avery poinud (horn, ftom'd wrought in flan | 

In paarla and mbiet nch tb« hawthorns show, 

Whila thro' th« ica tha crimson berri«i glov. 

Th« thick -ipmng raedi the water? BBanbet jitM 

Seem potish'd bncet in a hottite fteld. 

The (tag in limpid currtoti, with porpriie. 

Sees crytcal branches on bis forehead rise. 

Thespivtding oak, the beech, aod towering ptnti 

GIasM over, in (he f reeling asther shine : 

The frighted birds (he rattling branches silting 

That wave and glitcer in tl>e distant sun. 

Wl^en, if a f otlden gusi of wind arise. 
The brittle forest into atoms file* t 
The crackling wood beneath the tempest bendf^ 
And in a >panglcd shower the pros|>ect ends | 
Or, if a $<»uthern g;ile the region warm, 
And bv degrees unbind (he wintery charm. 
The traveller a miry country sees, 
And journeys sad beneath the dropping treea^ 

Like <ome deluded peasant, Merlin leads 
Thru' fritgrant bowers and thro' delicious meadt | 
V/hile here enchanted gardens to him rise, 
And airy fabrics there attract his eyes. 
His wandering feet the magic pathi pursue ; 
And while he thinks the fair illusion true, 
The trackleif scenes diiper«e in fluid air. 
And woods and wilds, and thorny ways appear i 
A tedious road the weary wretch returni, 
And as he goes, (he transient vision mourns. 

From my own apartment, May 6. 

There has a mail this day arrived from Holland j 
but the matter of the advices importing rather what 
gives us great expectations, than anv positive assu- 
rances, 1 shall, for this time, decline giving you 
"what I know ; and apply the following verse* of 
Mr. Dryden, in the second part of *' Almanzor," 
to the present circumstances of things^ without dis* 
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covering what my knowledge in astronoipy suggests 
to me : 

When Empire in its childhood first appears^ 
A watciiful faie o'ersces its teniler y&iri ; 
Till, grown more strong, it thrusts and stretches oot^ 
And elhows <ll the kingdoms round ahout: 
The place tlius made for its first breathing free^ 
It moves again for ease and luxury ; 
Till, swelling by degrees, ithaspossest 
The greater fpace, and now crowds up the rest* 
When fiom behind there starts soine petty statCy 
And pushts on its now unwieldy fate ; 
Then down the precipice of time it goes. 
And sinks in minutes^ which in agei rose. 



N° 13. TUESDAY, MAY 10, 1709. 



^Icquid agunt hamincf . ■ 

nostri eu farrago li belli , 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whate*er men do, or say, or think, or drearo, 

Oui motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own Apartment, May 8. 

Much hurry and business has to-day perplexed me 
into a mood too thoughtful forgoing into company ; 
for which reason, instead of the tavern, I went into 
Lincoln'S'inn walks 5 and, having taken a round or 
two, I sat down, according to tlie allowed famili- 
arity of these places, on a bench j at the other end 
of which sat a venerable gentleman, who, speaking 
"w ith a very atFable air, " Mr. Bickerstaff," said he, 
'* I take it for a very great piece of good fortuuc that 
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you have found mc out." " Sirj" said 
never, that I know of, the honour of i 
before." '^ That," replied he, *' is wh. 
often lamented; but, I assure you, I 
many years done you good offices, withi 
observed by you j or else, when you had . 
glimpse of my being concerned in an afi 
have fled from me, and shunned me like an 
but, however, the part I am to act in the > 
such, that I am to go on in doing good, tb 
meet with never so many repulses, even fron 
I oblige." This, thought I, shews a great 
nature, but little judgment, in the personi 
whom he confers his favours. He immediate!} 
notice to me, that he observed, by my coUnten 
I thought him indiscreet in his beneficence ; 
proceeded to tell me his quality in the follo> 
manner : '' 1 know thee, Isaac, to be so 
versed in the occult sciences, that I need not m 
preface, or make long preparations to gain y 
faith that there are airy beings, who are emplo] 
in the care and attendance of men, ds nurses an 
infants, until they come to an age in which tl 
can act of themselves. These beings are usuj 
called, amongst men, guardian angels 5 and, I 
BickerstafF, I am to acquaint you, that J am to 
yours lor some time to come j it being our ordcn 
vary our stations, and sometimes to have one 
tient under our protection, and sometimes auotl; 
with a power of assuming what shape we please, 
ensnare our wards into their own good. I have 
late been upon such hard duty, and know you h 
o much work for me, that I think fit to appeal 
ou face to face, to desire you will give tne as li 
ccasion for vigilance as you can." " Sir," said 
it will be a great instruction to mc in my be 
mx, if you please to give me some account 
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your late employments, and what hardships or sa- 
tisfactions you have had in them, that I may go- 
vern myself accordingly.'* He answered, *' To 
give you an example of the drudgery we go 
through, I w^ill entertain you only witli my three 
last stations. I was on the first of April last put to 
mortify a great Beauty, with wiiom I was a week ; 
from her I went to a common swearer, and have 
been last with a gamester. When 1 first came to 
my lady, I found my great work was to guard well 
her eyes and ears ; but her flatterers were so nume- 
rous, and the house, after the modern way, so full 
of looking-glasses, that I seldom had her safe but 
in her sleep. Whenever we went abroad, we were 
surrounded by an army of enemies j when a well- 
made man appeared, he was sure to have a side- 
glance of observation \ if a disagreeable fellow, he 
had a full face, out of mere inclination to conquests : 
but at the close of the evening, on the sixth of the 
last month, my ward was sitting on a couch, read-^ 
ing Ovid*s Epistles 3 and ^s she canie to this line of 
Helen to Paris, 

« She half consents who silentlf denies */* 

entered Philander f, who is the most skilful of all 
men in an address to women. He is arrived at the 
perfection of that art which gains them ; which is, 
* to talk like a very miserable man, but look like a 
very happy one.' I saw Dictinna blush at his en- 
trance, which gave me the alarm ; but he immedi- 
ately said something so agreeably on her being at 
study, and the novelty of finding a lady employed 

* This line occurs in a joint translation of " Helen's £pi&tle 
to Paris," by the Earl of Mulgrave and DrydCHi in the editio 
of •* Ovid's Epistlef, 1709." 

f Supposed Co bo Lord UaU'':)X* 
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is so grave a manner, that he on a sudde 
very familiarly a man of no consequence, i 
instant laid all her suspicions of his skill a 
he had almost done mine 5 until I obser\ 
very dangerously turn his discourse upon 
gance of her dress, and her judgment in tht 
of that very pretty mourning. Having had 
before under my care, I trembled at the app 
Bion of a man of sense who could talk upon 
and resolved to stick to my post with all the ci 
spcction imaginable. In short, I prepossesse 
against all he could say to the advantage o. 
dress and person j but he turned again the 
course, where I found I had no power over 
on tlie abusing her friends and acquaintance, 
allowed, indeed, that Flora had a little bea\ 
and a great deal of wit ; but then she was so > 
gainly in her behaviour, and such a laughing hi 
den ! Pastorella had with him the allowance 
being blameless -, but what was that towards beii 
praise- worthy ? To be only innocent, is not to 1 
virtuous ! He afterwards spoke so much again 
Mrs Dipplc's forehead, Mrs. PrinVs mouth. Mi 
Dentrifice/s teeth, and Mrs. Fidget's cheeks, th 
she grew downright in love with him : for it is 2 
ways to be understood, that a lady takes all you d 
tract from the rest of her sex to be a gift to he 
In a word, things went so far that I was dismisses 
and she will remember that evening nine montl 
from the sixth of April, by a very remarkable toke 
The next, as I said, I went to, was a comm< 
swearer. Never was a creature So puzzled as m 
self, when I came first to view his brain ; half 
t was worn out, and filled up with mere expletive 
hat had nothing to do with any other parts of tl 
ixture J therefore, when he called for his cloat 
\ a morning, he would cry, ' Johni* John dc 
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not answer. ' What a plague ! nobody there ? 
What the devil, and rot me, John, for a lazy dopj 
as you are !' I knew no way to cure him, but by 
writing down all he said one morning as he was 
dressing, and laying it before him on the toilet 
when he came to pick his teeth. The last recital 
I gave him of what he said for half an hour bef<;re 
was, * What, a pox rot me ! where is the wash- 
ball ? call the chairmen ! damn them, I warrant 
they are at the alehouse already ! zounds ! and con- 
found them !' When he came to the glass, he 
takes up my note — * Ha ! this fellow is worse than 
I : what, does he swear witli pen and ink ?' But, 
reading on, he found tliem to be his own words. 
The stratagem had so good an effect upon him, 
that he grew immediately a new man, and is learn- 
ing to speak without an oath, which makes him ex- 
tremely short in his phrases j for, as I observed be- 
fore, a common swearer has a brain without any 
idea on the swearing side ; therefore my ward has 
yet mighty httle to say, and is forced to substitute 
some other vehicle of nonsense, to supply the defect 
of his usual expletives. When I left him, he made 
use of ' Odsbodikins ! Oh me ! and Never stir 
alive !' and so forth > which gave me hopes of his 
recovery. So I went to the next I told you of, the 
gamester. When v/e first take our place about a 
man, the receptacles of the pericranium are imme- 
diately searched. In his, I found no one ordinary 
trace of thinking j but strong passion, violent de- 
sires, and a continued series of different changes, 
had torn it to pieces. There appeared no middle 
condition j the triumph of a Prince, or the misery 
of a beggar, were his alternate states. I was with 
him no longer than one day, which was yesterday. 
In the iporning at twelve we were worth four thou- 
sand pounds ) at three^ we were arrived at six thou- 

VOL, !• I, 
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sand ; half an hour after^ we were redi 
thousand ; at four of the clock, we wer 
two hundred ; at five, to fifty ; at six, 
seven, to one guinea : the next bet, i 
Tliis morning he borrowed half a cro 
maid who cleans his shoes j and is n( 
in Lincoln's-Inn Fields among the boj 
things and oranges, until he has mad< 
pieces, and then he returns to White 
best company in town." 

Thus ended our first discourse x and, i 
you will forgive me that 1 have picked s 
of my companion at our fir»t interviev 
next, it is possible he may tell me mo 
incidents ; for though he is a familiar^ h 
evil spirit. 

St. James's Coffee-house^ May $ 

We hear from the Hague of the fou 
stant, N. S. that Monsieur de Torcy hat 
quent conferences with the Grand Pens 
the other ministers who were heretofor 
sioned to treat with Monsieur Rouille. 
minaries of a peace are almost settled, ar 
ceedings wait only for the arrival of th- 
Marlborough 5 after whose approbation o: 
cles proposed, it is not doubted but the i 
the treaty will be publicly known. In 
time the States have declared an abh< 
taking any step in this great affair, but : 
with the Court of Great Britain, and otl 
of the alliance. The posture of affairs 
does necessarily oblige tliat nation to be ' 
in earnest in their offers 5 and Monsieur 
hath professed to the Grand Pensioner, tl 
avoid all occasions of giving him the leas 
of his using any'address in private conve 
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accomplishing the ends of his embassy. It is said, 
that as soon as the preliminaries are adjusted, that 
minister is to return to the French Court. The 
States of Holland have resolved to make it an in- 
struction to all their men of war and privateers, to 
bring into their ports whatever neutral ships they 
shall meet with, laden with corn, and bound for 
France; and, to avoid all cause of complaint from 
the Potentates to whom these ships shall belong, 
their full demand for their freight shall be paid 
them there. The French Protestants residing in 
that country have applied themselves to their re- 
spective magistrates, desiring that there may be an 
article in the treaty of peace which may give liberty 
of conscience to the Protestants in France. Mon- 
sieur Bosnage, Minister of the Walloon church at 
Rotterdam, has been at the Hague, and hath had 
some conferences with the Deputies of the States 
on that subject. It is reported there, that all the 
French refugees in those dominions are to be natu- 
ralized, that they may enjoy the same good effects 
of the treaty with the Hollanders tliemselvcs, in 
Tcspect of France. 

Letters from Paris say, the people conceive great 
hopes of a sudden peace, from Monsieur Torcy's 
being employed in the negotiation ; he being a mi- 
nister of too great weight in that Court to be sent 
on any employment in which his master would not 
act in a manner wherein he might justly promise 
iiimself success. The French advices add, that 
there is an insurrection in Poictou, three thousand 
men having taken up arms, and beaten tlie troops 
which were appointed to disperse them : three of 
the mutineers being taken, were immediately ex- 
ecuted ; and as many of tlie King's party were 
used after the same manner. 

L 2 
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Onr late act of naturalization hath had so great 
an effect in foreign parts, that some Princes have 
proliibited the French refugees in their dorainions 
to sell or transfer their estates to any other of their 
subjects ; and at the same time have granted them 
greater immunities than they hitherto enjoyed. It 
has bten also thought necessary to restrain their 
own subjects from leaving their country on pain 
of death. 
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^ic(fuid agunt bomnes 

noitri est Jarrago lilnllu 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whate'cr men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my awn Apartment, Alay lo. 

Had it not been that my familiar had appeared to 
me, as I told you in my last, in person, 1 had cer- 
tainly been unable to have found even words with- 
out meaning, to keep up my intelligence with the 
town J but he has checked me severely for my de- 
spondence, and ordered me to go on in my design 
of observing upon things, and forbearing persons j 
for, said he, the age you live in is such, that a 
good picture of any vice or virtue will infallibly be 
misrepresented 5 and though none will take the 
kind descriptions you make so much to themselves, 
as to wish well to the author, yet d\\ will reseiU 



N° 14. TATLER. 113 

the ill characters you,produce, out of fear of their 
own turn in the licence you must be obliged to 
take^ if you point at particular persons. I took 
his admonition kindly, -and immediately promised 
him to beg pardon of the author of the " Advice 
to the Poets/' for my raillery upon his work ; 
tliough I aimed at no more in that examination, 
but to convince him, and all men of genius, of 
the folly of laying themselves out on such plans as 
are below their characters. I hope too it was donf: 
without ill-breeding,- and nothing spoken below 
what a civilian (as it is allowed 1 am) may utter 
to a physician *. After this preface, all tlie world 
may be safe from my writings ; for, if I can find 
nothing to commend I am silent, and will forbear 
the subject ; for, though I am a reformer, I scorn to 
be an inquisitor. 

It would become all men, as well as me, to lay 
before them the noble character of Verus the ma- 
gistrate f, who always sat in triumph over, and 
contempt of, vice ; he never searched after it, or 
spared it when it came before him : at the same 
time he could see through the hypocrisy and dis- 
guise of those, who have no pretence to virtue 
themselves but by their severity to the vicious. 
This same Verus was, in times past. Chief Justice 
(as we call it amongst us) in Felicia J . He was a 
man of profound knowledge of the laws of his coun- 
try, and as just an observer of them in his own per- 
son : he considered justice as a cardinal virtue, not 
as a trade for maintenance. Wherever he was judge, 
he never forgot that he was also counsel. The cri- 

* Sir Richard Blackraore. 

f Sir John Holt, l»ord Chief Justice in the reign of King 
William III. and for some years after that King's death. 
X Britain. 
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minal before him was always sure he stood before 
his country, and, in a sort, a parent of it : the pri- 
soner knew, that though his spirit was broken with 
guilt, and incapable of language to defend itself, all 
would be gathered from him which could condace 
to his safety ; and that his judge would wrest no 
law to destroy him, nor conceal any that could save 
him. In his time there was a nest of pretenders to 
justice, who happened to be employed to put things 
in a method for being examined before him at hit 
usual sessions : these animals were to Vcrus, as 
monkeys are to men ; so like, that you can hardly 
disown them, but so base, that you are ashamed 
of their fraternity. It grew a phrase, " Who 
would do justice on the Justices ?'* That certainly 
Would Verus. I have seen an old trial where he 
sat Judge on two of them ; one was called Trick- 
track, the other Tear-shift : one was a learned 
judge of sharpers ; the other the quickest of all 
men at finding out a wench. Trick- track never 
spared a pickpocket, but was a companion to 
cheats j Tear-shift would make compliments to 
wenches of quality, but certainly commit poor ones. 
If a poor rogue wanted a lodging. Trick-track sent 
him to gaol for a thief; if a poor whore ^ent only 
with one thin petticoat. Tear shift would imprison 
her for being loose in her dress. These patriots in- 
fested the days of Verus, while they alternately 
committed and released each other's prisoners : but 
Verus regarded them as criminals, and always 
looked upon men as they stood in the eye of justice, 
without respecting whether they sat on the bencbi 
or stood at the bar. 

ffilts Coffee-house, May i r. 
Yesterdaj we were entertained with the tragedj 
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of The Earl of Essex * ; in which there is not one 
good line, and yet a play which was never seen 
without drawing tears, from some part of the au- 
dience : a remarkable instance that the soul is not 
to be moved by words, but things ; for the inci- 
dents in this drama are laid together so happily, 
that the spectator makes the play for himself, by 
the force which the circumstance has upon his ima- 
gination. Thus, in spite of the most dry discourses, 
and expressions almost ridiculous with respect to 
propriety, it is impossible for one unprejudiced to 
lee it, untouched with pity. I must confess, this 
effect is not wrought on such as examine why they 
are pleased ; but it never fails to appear on those 
who are not too learned in nature, to be moved by 
her first suggestions. It is certain, the person and 
behaviour of Mr. Wilks has no smill share in con- 
ducing to the popularity of the play ; and when a 
handsome fellow is going to a more coarse exit than 
beheading, his shape and countenance make eveiy 
tender one reprieve him with all her heart, without 
waiting until she hears his dying words. 

This evening The Alchymist was played. This 
comedy is an example of Ben Jonson's extensive 
genius, and penetration into the passions and fol- 
lies of mankind. The scene in the fourth act, 
where all the cheated people oppose the man that 
would open their eyes, has something in it so ini- 
mitably excellent, that it is certainly as great a mas- 
ter-piece as has ever appeared by any hand. 1 he 
author's gi'^t address in shewing covetousncss the 
motive of the actions of the puritan, the epicure, 
the gamester, and the trader j and that all their 
endeavours, bow differently soever they seem to 
tend^ center only in that ouepoint of guin> shews; 

* ByJobaBaakff 
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he had, to a great perfection, that discernment of 
spirit which constitutes a genius for comedy. 

Whites Chocolate-house, May ii. 

It is not to be imagined, bow far the violence of 
our desires will carry us towards our own deceit in 
the pursuit of what we wish for. A gentleman here 
this evening was giving me an account of a dumb 
fortune-teller *, who outdoes Mr. Partridge, my- 
self, or the Unborn Doctor f, for predictions ; all 
his visitants come to him full of expectations, and 
pay his own rate for the interpretations they pal 
upon his shrugs and nods. There is a fine rich ciiy 
widow stole thither the other day (though it is not 
six weeks since her husband's departure from her 
company to rest), and with her trusty maid, de- 
manded of him, whether she should marry agaln> 
by holding up two fingers, like horns on her fore- 
head : the wizard held up both his hands forked. 
The relic desired to know, whether he meant, by 
his holding up both hands, to represent that she 
had one husband before, and that she should have 
another ? or that he intimated, she should have two 
more ? The cunning man looked a little sour, 
upon which Betty jogged her mistress, who gave 
the other guinea ; and he made her understand, she 
should positively have two more, but shaked his 
head, and hinted that they should not live long 
with her. The widow sighed, and gave him the 
other half-guinea. After this prepossession, all 
that she had next to do was to make sallies to our 
end of the town, and find out whom it is her fate to 

* Duncan Campbell, said to be deaf and dumb, who prac* 
tised at (his time on the credulity of the vulgar, and pretended 
to i'redict fortunes by the second sight, &c. 

f The real name of the qunck-docror and man-midwife^ 
who aifticted to be dUtiogubhed as ^ naborn," was Klrlcus. 
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have. There are two who frequent this place whom 
she takes to be men of vogue, and of whom her 
imagination has given her the choice. They are 
both the appearances of fine gentlemen, to such as 
do not know when they see persons of that turn ; 
and, indeed, they are industrious enough to come 
at that character, to deserve the reputation of being 
such : but this town will not allow us to be the 
things we seem to aim at, and is too discerning to 
be fobbed off with pretences. One of these pretty 
fellows fails by his laborious exactness ; the other, 
by his as much studied negligence. Frank Care- 
less, as soon as his valet had helped on and adjusted 
lis cloaths, goes to his glass, sets his wig awry, 
tumbles his cravat ; and, in short, undresses him- 
self to go into company. Will Nice is so little sa- 
tisfied svith his dress, that all the time he is at a 
visit he is still mending it, and is for tliat reason 
the more insufferable } for he who studies careless- 
ness has, at least, his work the sooner done of the 
two. The widow is distracted whom to take for 
her first man j for Nice is every way so careful, 
that she fears his length of days ; and Frank is so 
loose, that she has apprehensions for her own health 
with him. I am puzzled how to give a just idea of 
them ; but, in a word. Careless is a coxcomb, and 
Nice a fop : both, you will say, very hopeful can- 
didates for a gay young woman just set at liberty. 
But there is a whisper, her maid will give her to 
Tom Terror the gamester. This fellow has undone 
so many women, that he will certainly succeed if 
he is introduced j for nothing so much prevails with 
the vain part of that sex, as the glory of deceiving 
tbeiQ who have deceived others. 

J)esunt muUa* 
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Si. Jameses Coffee-house, May ii. 

Lctteni from Berlin^ bearing date May the ele- 
venth, N. S. inform us, that the birth-day of her 
Prussian Majesty has been celebrated there with all 
possible magnificence ; and the King made her on 
that occasion a present of jewels to the value of 
thirty thousand crowns. The Marquis de Quesne, 
who has distinguished himself by his great zeal ibr 
the Protestant interest, was, at the time of the dis- 
patch of these letters, at that Court, soliciting the 
King to take care, that an article in behalf of the 
refugees, admitting their return to France, should 
be inserted in the treaty of peace. They write from 
Hanover, of the fourteenth, that his Electoral High- 
ness had received an express from Count Merci, re- 
presenting how necessary it was to the commoo 
cause, that he would please to hasten to the Rhine; 
for that nothing but his presence could quicken the 
measures towards bringing the Imperial army into 
the field. I'here are very many speculations upoo 
the intended interview of the King of Denmark and 
King Augustus. The latter has made such prepa- 
rations for the reception of the other, that it is said, 
his Danish Majesty will be entertained in Saxony 
with much more elegance than he met with io 
Italy itself 

Letters from the Hague, of the eighteenth instant, 
N. S. say, that his Grace the Duke of Marlborough 
landed the night before at the Hrill, after having 
been kept out at sea, by adverse winds, two day* 
longer than is usual in that passage. His Kxccl- 
]rury the Lord Townshend, her Majesty's Embas- 
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the 
States General, was driven iuto the Veer iu Zca- 
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jaod on Thursday last, from whence he came to the 
Hague within few hours after the arrival of his 
Grace. The Duke, soon after his coming to the 
Hague, had a visit from the Pensioner of Holland. 
All things relative to the peace were in suspence 
until this interview ; nor is it yet known what reso- 
lutions will be taken on that subject ; for the troops 
of the allies have fresh orders dispatched to them, 
to move from their respective quarters, and march 
with all expedition to the frontiers, where the enemy 
are making their utmost efforts for the defence of 
their country. These advices further inform usj^ 
that the Marquis de Torcy had received an answer 
Irom the court of France, to his letters which he 
had sent thither by an express on the Friday be- 
fore. 

♦»* Mr. Bickerstaffhas received letters from Mr, 
ColtstaiF> Mr, WhipstaiF, and Mrs. Rebecca Wag-i 
staff; all which relate chiefly to their being left out 
in the genealogy of the family lately published; but 
my Cousin who writ that draught, being a clerk in 
the Herald's Office, and being at present under the 
displeasure of the Chapter ; it is feared, if that mat- 
ter should be touched upon at this time, the young 
gentleman would lose his place for treason against 
the King of Arms. 

Castabella's complaint is come to haAd. 
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S^icquid mgunt hominu ■■ 

nosiri est farrago liieW, 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream^ 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P* 

From my own Apartment , May 12. 

I HAVE taken a resolution hereafter, on any want of 
intelligence, to carry my Familiar abroad with mc, 
who has promised to give me very proper and just 
notices of persons and tilings, to make up the his- 
tory of the passing day. t(e is wonderfully skilful 
in the knowledge of men and manners, which has 
made mc more than ordinarily curious to kno>X' how 
he came to that perfection, and I communicated to 
him that doubt. " Mr. Pacolet," said I, " 1 am 
mightily surprized to see you so good a judge of our 
nature and circumstances, since you are a mere 
spirit, and have no knowledge of the bodily part of 
lis." He answered, smiling, " You are mistaken; 
1 have been one of you, and lived a month amongst 
you, which gives me an exact sense of your con- 
dition. You are to know, that all, who enter into 
human life, have a certain date or stamen given to 
their being, which they only who die of age may be 
said to have arrived at ; but it is ordered sometimes 
by fate, that such as die infants are, after death, to 
attend mankind to the end of that stamen of being 
in themselve^, which was broke off by sickness or 
any other disaster. These are proper guardians to 
men, as being sensible of the infirmity of their state. 
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You are philosopher enough to know, that the dif- 
ference of men's understandings proceeds only from 
the various dispositions of their organs j so that fie, 
who dies at a month old, is in the next life as know- 
ing, though more innocent, as they who live to 
fifty } and after death, they have as perfect a me- 
mory and judgment of all that passed in their life- 
time, as I have of all the revolutions in that uneasy, 
turbulent condition of yours ^ and you would say I 
had enough of it in a month, were I to tell you all 
my misfortunes.'* '* A life of a month cannot have, 
one would think, much variety. But pray," said I, 
** let us have your story." 

Then he proceeds in the following manner : 
** It was one of the most wealthy families in 
Great Britain into which I was born, and it was a 
Tery great happiness to me that it so happened, 
otherwise I had still, in all probability, been living: 
Imt I shall recount to you all the occurrences of my 
short and miserable existence, just as, by examining 
into the traces made in my brain, they appeared to 
me at that time. The first thing that ever struck 
my senses was a noise over my head of one shriek- 
ing; after which, methought, I took a full jump, 
and found mvself in the hands of a sorceress, who 
seemed as it she had been long waking, and em- 
ployed in some incantation : I was thoroughly 
frightened, and cried out ; but she immediately 
seemed to go on in some magical operation, and 
anointed me from head to foot. What they meant, 
I could jiot imagine : for there gathered a great 
croud about me, crying, '' An Heir ! an Heir !" 
upon which I grew a little still, and believed this 
was a ceremony to be used only to great persons, and 
such as made them, what tliey called Heirs, 1 lay 
very quiet ; but the witch, for no manner of reason 
or provocation in the world, takes me, and binds 

TL. I. IS 
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tcv l^ead as hard as possibly she could ; then ties up 
botli my legs, and makes me swallow down an hor- 
rid mixture. I thought it an harsh entrance into 
life, to begin with taking physic ; but I was forced 
to it, rr else must have taken down a great instni- 
meat in which she gave it me. When I was thni 
dressed, I was carried to a bed side^ where a fine 
young lady (my mother I wot) had like to have 
hugged me to death. From her, they faced me 
about, and there was a thing with quite another 
look from the rest of the company, to whom tiny 
talked about my nose. He seemed wonderfulljr 
pleased to see me ; but I knew since, my nose hi* 
longed to another family. That into which I wis 
born is one of the most numerous amongst yon ; 
therefore crowds of relations came every day to con- 
gratulate my arrival ; amongst others, my cooun 
Betty, the greatest romp in nature : she w^hisks me 
such a height over her head, that I cried out for 
fear of falling. She pinched me, and called me 
squealing chit, and threw me into a girl's arms 
that was taken in to tend me. The girl was veiy 
proud of the womanly employment of a nurse, and 
took upon her to strip and dress me a-new, because 
I made a noise, to see what ailed me : she did so, 
qnd stuck a pin in every joint about me. I still 
cried ; upon which, she lays me on my face in her 
lap ', and, to quiet me, fell a-nailing in all the pins, 
by clapping me on the back, and skreaming a lul- 
laby. But my pain made me exalt my voice above 
hers, which brought up the nurse, the witch I first 
saw, and my grandmother. The girl is turned 
down stairs, and I stripped again, as well to find 
what ailed me, as to satisfy my grannam*s farther 
curiosity. This good old woman*s visit was the 
cause of all my troubles. You are to understand, 
that I was hitherto bred by hand^ and any body that 
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itood next gave me pap, if I did but open my lips ; 
insomuch, that I was grown so cunning, as to pre- 
tctid myself asleep when 1 was not, to prevent my 
being crammed. But my grand-mother began a 
loud lecture upon the idleness of the wives of this 
age, who, for fear of their shapes, forbear suck- 
ling their own offspring : and ten nurses were im- 
mediately sent for ; one was whispered to have a 
wanton eye, and would soon spoil her milk ; ano- 
ther was in a consumption -, the third had an ill 
voice, and would frighten me iastead of lulling me 
to sleep. Such exceptions were made against all but 
ODC country milch-wench, to whom I was com- 
mitted, and put to the breast. This careless jade 
was eternally romping with the footman, and down- 
light starved me ; insomuch that I daily pined away, 
and should never have been relieved had it not been 
that, on the tliirtietli day of my life, a Fellow of 
the Royal Society, who had writ upon Cold Baths, 
came to visit me, and solemnly protested, I was ut« 
terly lost for want of that method * ; upon which 
ht soused me head and ears into a pail of water, 
where I had the good fortune to be drowned ; and 
io escaped being lashed into a linguist until sixteen, 
vunnine after wenches until twenty-five, and being 
married to an ill-natured wife until sixty; which had 
certainly been my fate, had not the enchantment 
between body and soul been broke by this philoso- 
pher. Thus, until the age I should have otherwise 
uTed, I am obliged to watch the steps of men ; and, 
if you please, shall accompany you in your present 
walk, and get you intelligence from the aerial 

* The Fe'low of the Royal Society, here alia Jed to. was pro* 
Whly Sir John Ftoytr, Kot. M. D. who publiched, *' An En- 
^piqf into the rigtit use and aSuses of tUe ho?! coldy and tsni* 
|«lto &itbt io £utUnd, &c." 

X % 
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lacquey, who is in waiting, what arc the thoughts 
and purposes of any whom you enquire for." 

1 accepted his kind oiler, and immediately look 
him with me in a hack to While's. 

Whites Chocolate-house, May 13, 

"We got in hither, and my companion threw a 
powder round us, that made me as mvisible ashim- 
bflf J so that we could see and hear all othersj our- 
selves unseen and unheard. 

The first thing we took notice of was a nobleman 
Df a goodly and frank aspect, with his generoui 
birth and temper visible in it, playing at cards witk 
a creature of a black and horrid countenance, where- 
in were plainly delineated the arts of his mind. 
cozenage, and falsehood. They were marking their 
game with counters, on which we could see in- 
scriptions, imperceptible to any but us. My Lord 
had scored with pieces of ivory, on which were 
writ '' Good Fame, Glory, Riches, Honour, and 
Postei ity ." The spectre over-against him had on his 
counters the inscriptions of "Dishonour, Impudence^ 
Poverty, Ignorance, and want of Shame." *' Bless 
me !'* said I ; ** sure, my Lord does not see what 
he plays for ?" '* As well as I do," says PacdcL 
*' He despises that fellow he plays with, and scorns 
himself for making him his companion." At the 
very instant he was speaking, I saw the fellow, who 
played with my Lord, hide two cards in the roll of 
his stocking. Pacolct immediately stole them from 
thence j upon which tlie nobleman soon after won 
the game. The little triumph he appeared in, when 
he got such a trifling stock of ready money, though 
he had ventured so great sums with indiflTerence* 
increased my admiration. But Pacolet began to 
talk to me. *' Mr. Isaac, this to you looks wonder- 
ivX, but not at all to us higher beings : that nobk* 
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as many good qualities as any man of his 
nd seems tc have no faults but what, as I 
, are excrescences from virtues. He is ge- 

a prodigality^ more affable than is con« 
'ith his quality, and courageous to a rash- 
''etj after all this> the source of his whole 

is (though he would hate himself if he 

mere avarice. The ready cash laid before 
ester*s counters makes him venture, as you 

lay distinction against infamy, abundance 
vant > in a word, all that is desirable against 
is to be avoided. However, said I, be sure 
}point the sharpers to-night, and steal from 

the cards they hide. Pacolet obeyed me. 
Lord went home with their whole bank ia 
et. 

Wilts Coffee-house, May 13. 

rht was acted a second time a comedy, 
he Busy Body : this play is written by a 

1 old times, we used to sit upon a play 
r it was acted -, but now the entertainment 
[ another way 3 not but there arc conside- 
m in all ages, who, for some eminent qua- 
jvention, deserve the esteem and thanks of 
ick. Such a benefactor is a gentleman of 
c *y who is observed by the surgeons with 
vy 5 and is ranked among, and received by 
Tn wits, as a great promoter of gallantry 
sure. But, 1 fear, pleasure is less under- 

this age, which so. much pretends to it, 
any since the creation. It was admirably 
m, who first took notice, that (Res est st* 
ipiasj " there is a certain severity in plea- 
A^ithout that, all decency is banished ; and 
is not to be present at our greatest satis- 
of all the race of creaturesj the buca^xi \% 
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the most miserable. It was not so of old. Wbca 
Virgil describes a wit, he always means a virtaoo 
man -, and all his sentiments of men of g^ius are 
stich as show persons distinguished from. the com- 
mon level of mankind ; such as placed happiness in 
the contempt of low fears> and mean gratifications: 
fears which we are subject to with the vulgar ; and 
pleasures which we have in common with beasts. 
With these illustrious personages^ the wisest imn 
was the greatest wit } and none was thought worthf 
of that character, unless he answered this excelkot 
description of the poet : 

^i —- — wtetks emties & ifuxoridtift fatum 
Suhjecit pedibuif strt^itumqui AcherotUn awiri. 

ViiiG. Georg. II. 49t* 

Happy the man, ■ 

His mind possessing in a quiet ttate^ 

Fearless of fortune^ and rtsign'd to faCe« Drvdiw. 

St, James's Coffee-house, May 13. 

We had this morning advice, that some £ng^ 
merchant ships, convoyed by tlic Bristol of nltj- 
four guns, were met with by a part of Monsieur da 
Qui Trouin*s squadron, who engaged the coovoj. 
That ship defended itself until the English mer- 
chants got clear of the enemy 5 but, being disabfedy 
was herself taken. Within few hours after, my 
Lord Dursley came up with part of his squadron, 
and, engaging the French, retook the Bristol 
(which, being very much shattered, sunk) ; and 
took the Glorieux, a ship of forty-four guns, as also 

L privateer of fourteen. Before this action, hb 
rdship had taken two French merchant-men, and 
had, at the dispatch of these advices^ brought the 
whole safe into Plymouth, 
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mjtfi if farrago lihelth 

JUV.Sat.l. 85,S4. 

late'er men do, or tay, or thinki or dream^ 

r motley paper feiies for its theme. f • 

Whites Ckocohie- house, May 1,5. 

^omas^, of this house, has shewed me some 
from the Bath, which give accounts of what 
ainoug the good company of that place ; and 
d me to transcribe one of them, that seems 
writ by some of Sir Thomas's particular ac- 
aace> and is as follows : 

Dear Knight, May 11, 1709. 

desire you would give my humble service to 
* friends, which I speak of to you (out of me- 
in the very beginning of my epistle, lest die 
t disorders, by which this seat of gallantry 
easure is torn to pieces, should make me for* 
You keep so good company, that you know 
B stocked with such as come hither to be re- 
from luxuriant health, or imaginary sickness; 
msequeutly is always as well stowed with gal- 
as invalids, who live together in a very good 
itanding. But the season is so early, that our 
>mpany is not yet arrived : and the warm bath, 
I in heathen times was dedicated to Venus, is 
ised only by such as really want it for healtli » 

# Tbo nick-oamc of a waiter u Wtiil«*i* v 
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sake. There are, however, a good many 
among whom are two ambitious ladies, w 
both in tlie autumn of their life, take the 
iiity of placing themselves at the head of s 
are, before the Chloe's, Clarissa's, and I 
come down. One of these two is exce 
pain, that the ugly being, called Time, 
wrinkles in spite of the lead forehead cl< 
therefore hides, with the gaiety of her air, 
bility of her tongue, and quickness of he 
the injuries which it has done her. The 
is but two years behind her in life, and 
much being laid aside as the former 3 a 
quently has taken the necessary precautioi 
vent her reign over us. But she is ver) 
and wonder&lly turned for ambition, b« 
tipparently transported either with affectic 
lice. Thus, while Florimel is talking i 
and spreading her graces in assemblies, to 
pular dominion over our diversions. Prude 
very cunningly all the lame, the splenetic 
superannuated, who have their distinct 
followers and friends. Among these she I 
that somebody has sent down printed cert 
Florimel's age, which she has read and <3 
to this unjoyful set of people, who are al 
mies to those in possession of the good c 
the company. This unprovoked injury 
Prudentia was the first occasion of our fata 
here, and a declaration of war between th 
Florimel has abundance of wit, which sh 
yished in decrying Prudentia, and giving 
to her little arts. For an instance of hei 
power, she bespoke the play of Alex£ 
Great, to be acted by the conxpany of stro 
desired us all to be there on Thursday last 
fhe spoke to me to come, " As you are^*' 



TATLER. J2J 

*, you will not fail the death of AlexandtT : 
ion of love is wonderfully hit — Statira ! O 
py woman — to have a conqueror at her feet ! 
will be sure to be there." I, and several 
resolved to be of her party. But see the ir- 
; strength of that unsuspected creature, a 
woman." Prudentia had counterplotted us, 

bespoke on the same evening tlic puppet- 
" The Creation of the World *." She had 

every body to be tliere ; and, to turn our 
ito ridicule, had secretly let them know, 
puppet Eve was made the most like Flori- 
t ever was seen. On Thursday morning 
)et-drumracr, Adam and Eve, and several 
ho lived before the flood, passed through 
its on horseback, to invite us all to the pas- 
id the representation of such things as we 
• to be true : and Mr. Mayor was so wise, 
ifer these innocent people the puppets, who, 

were to represent Christians, before the 
players, who were to shew Alexander, an 

philosopher. To be short, this Prudentia 
laid it, that at ten of the clock footmen 
it to take places at the puppet-show, and 
f Florimel's party were to be out of fashion, 
t her : we chose the latter. All the world 
I to Prudentials house, because it was given 

nobody could get in. When we came to 
flood in the show. Punch and his wife were 
:ed dancing in the ark. An honest plain 
>f Florimel's, but a critic witlial, rose up in 
1st of the representation^ and naade many 

eformed cripple, of the name of Powel, was the 
a popular puppet-show at this time, and made Punch 
ny things, that would not have been eadur^d in auy 
y 9i communication. 
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ycry good exceptions to llic drama itself, and told 
us, tiiat it \v;u against all m<»rality, as well as raid 
of the stage, tliat Piincli hliould be in jest in the de* 
luge, or indeed that \\v should appear at all. This 
M\is <-ertainly a just remark, and I thought toiircoiid 
luni ; but he v;as hissed by Prudrntia's party ; upoa 
Mliich, really, Sir TlionuH, we, wlio were his friends, 
liisfied him t(M). Old Mr a. Petulant desired both her 
daugliters in mind tlie moral ; then whispered Mn. 
Mayon fc«i, '* This is very proper fur young people to 
tee!" Pundi, at the end of the play, made Pro- 
dentia a rr)mplinu-nt, and wuh very civil to the 
wliolc con)pany, making bows until his button 
luuehcd the ground. AH was carried triumphantly 
against our party. In the mean time Florimel went 
to the tngedy, dressed as fine as hands could make 
her. in Iio^k-s to see Prudentia pine away witli enty* ■ 
Instead of that, she sat a full hour alone, and at Ittt i 
^'as entertained with this whole relation from Sla- * 
tira, who wiped her eyes with her tragical cut haad« t 
kerehicf, and lamented the ignorance of llie quality. 
Florimel was stun;; with this aflVonti and the next 
day bespoke the puppet-sliow. Prudentia, insolent m 
with power, bespoke Alexander. Hie whole oom* r, 
pany eame tlien to Alexander. Madam Fctuiant 
desired her daughters to mind the moral, and be- -■ 
lieve iMi man's iair words ; "Art* you will »ce, chil- _ 
dren (says she), these soldiers are never to be de* 
peuded lijxm ; they are sometimes here, sometiinrs 
there. — Do not you see, daughter Betty, Colond 
Clod, (lur n( xt Uf^ghhour in the country, pulldF - 
hi-i hilt to you P eouit'sy, good child, his esttite IS 
ju.t by us." I'^loriuiel was now mortified down to 
IVudentiirs hiunour ; and Pnidentia exalted into 
her-). 'J his was obscr\ed; Florimel invites us ta 
tlie pl:iy a s( ( ond tiuie ; Prudentia to the thoV* ^ 
Sec the auccrUilnty of human affairs 1 The beaus« 



«v* TATL£R« 

tbe wits, the gamesters, the prudes, the roquet i 
the valetadinanans, and gallants, all now wnit np 
Florime). Such is the state of all tliitigs at this prcsc 
date; and if there happen any new cuiumotion 
joa shall have immediate advice from. 

Sir, 

Your affectionate friend, 
and servant." 

TO CASTABELLA. 

Madam, May i6, 1709. 

I have the honour of a Irtter from a friend of 

jonni, relating to an incivility done to you at the 

opera, by one of your own sex 5 but I, who was an 

cm^witness of tlie accident, can testify to you, that 

tAOOffh she pressed before you, she lost her ends in 

that design \ for she was taken notice of for no other 

reasoD, but her endeavours to hide a finer woman 

than herself. But, indeed, I dare not go farther in 

this matter than just tliis bare mention : for though 

*t was taking your place of right, rather than plnee 

4 precedence, yet it is so tender a point, and on 

'hicb the very life of female ambition depends, 

at it IS of the last consc^quence to nicddh^ in it. 

Q my hopes are from your beautiful sex ; and thasc 

ght eyes, which are the bane of others, are my 

Y sun-shine. My writings are sacnul to you ; 

I hope, I shall always have the good fortune to 

under your protection -, therefon^ take this pub- 

pportunity to signifv to all the world, tliat I 

n to forbear any tning that may in the least 

to the dinnnution of your interest, reputation, 

wcr. You will thenJore forgive me, that I 

to conceal every wrong step n)ade by any who 

he honour to wear jHtiicoats, and shall at all 

lo what is in my power to make uli mankind 
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as much their slaves as myself. If they would a 
sider tlungs as they thought, there needs not mt 
argument to convince them, that it is their fete 
be obedient to you, and that your greatest rebels 
only serve with a worse grace. I am, Madam^ 

Your most obedient and 
most humble servant, 
Isaac Bickeksta: 

St. James's Coffee- house. May i5. 

Letters from the Hague, bearing date the twen 
first instant, N. S. advise, that his Grace the Dt 
of Marlborough, immediately after his arrival, s 
his Secretary to the President and the Pensiona 
to acquaint them therewith. Soon after, these I 
nisters visited the Duke, and made him complimc 
in the name of the States- General -, after which tl 
entered into a conference with him on the pres 
posture of affairs, and gave his Grace assurance! 
the firm adherence of the States to the alliance j 
the same time acquainting him, that all overture 
peace were rejected, until they had an opportui 
of acting in concert with their allies on that subj 
After this interview, the Pensionary and the Pr 
dent returned to the Assembly of the States. M 
sieur Torcy has had a conference at the Pension 
house with his Grace the Duke of Marlborou 
Prince Eugene, and his Excellency the Lord To^ 
shend. The result of what was debated at that t 
is kept secret ; but there appears an air of satisl 
tion and good understanding between these mil 
ters. We are apt also to give ourselves very ho 
fill prospects from Monsieur Torcy's being emplo 
in this negotiation, who had been always rema 
able for a particular way of thinking, in his se 
of the greatness of France ; which he has alw 
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said, '' was to be protnoted rather by the arts of 
peace, than those of war." His delivering himself 
freely on this subject has formerly appeared an un- 
successful way to power in that Court ; but in its 
present circumstances those maxims are better re- 
ceived ; and it is thought a certain argument of the 
sincerity of the French King's intentions, that this 
minister is at present made use of. The Marquis is 
to return to Paris within few days, who has sent a 
courier thither to give notice of the reasons of his 
return, that tlie Court may be the sooner able to 
dispatch commissions for a formal treaty. 

The expectations of peace are increased by ad- 
vices from Paris of tlie twelfth instant, which say, 
the Dauphin has altered his resolution of command- 
ing in Flanders the ensuing campaign. The Saxon 
and Prussian reinforcements, together with Count 
Mercy's regiment of Imperial horse, are encamped 
in the neighbourhood of Brussels ; and sufficient 
stores of corn and forage are transported to that 
place and Ghent, for the service of the confederate 
army. 

They write from Mons, that the Elector of Ba- 
varia had advice, that an advanced party of the 
Portugueze army had been defeated by the Spa- 
niards. 

We hear from I.angaedoc, that their corn, olives, 
and figs, were wholly destroyed j but that they have 
a hopeful prospect of a plentiful vintage. 
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V 17. THURSDAY, MAY 19, 1709. 



moitri est farrago liftlli, 

JUV.Sat.I.85, t(. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our moiley paper seizes tor itt theme. P. 

Willis Coffee-house, May 18. 

The discourse has happened to turn this evening 
upon the true panegyric, the perfection of wliich 
was asserted to consist in a certain artful i^'ajof 
conve}>ing the applause in an indirect maimer. 
There was a gentleman gave us several instances of 
it : among others, he quoted (from Sir Francis Ba- 
con, in his *' Advancement of Learning,'*) a very 
great compliment made to Tiberius, as follows. In 
a full debate upon public affairs in the Senate, one 
of the assembly rose up, and with a very grave air 
said, he thought it for the honour and dignity of the 
commonwealth, that Tiberius should be declared a 
God, and have divine worship paid him. ThcEno- 
peror was surprized at the proposal, and demanded 
of him to declare, whether he had made any appli- 
cation to incline him to that overture ? The Sena- 
tor answered, with a bold and haughty tone, '* Sir, 
in matters that concern the commonwealth, I will 
be governed by no man/* Another gentleman 
mentioned something of the same kind, spoken by 
the late Duke of Buckingham to the late Earl ii 
Orrery : ** My lord (says the Duke, after his liber- 
tine way), you will certainly be damned.** *' How, 
my lord !** says the Earl, with some warmth. *' Nay 
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(said the Duke), there is no help for it; for it is 
positively said. Cursed is he of whom all men speak 
well *." This is taking a man by surprize, and 
being welcome when you have so surprized him. 
The person flatterc d receives you into his closet at 
once ', and the sudden change of his heart, fiom 
the expectation of an ill-wisher, to find you his 
friend, makes you in his full favour in a moment. 
The spirits that were raised so suddenly against 
you, are as suddenly for you. There was another 
instance given of this kind at the table. A gentle- 
man, who had a very great favour done him, and 
an employment bestowed upon him, without so 
much as being personally known to his benefactor, 
waited upon the great man who was so generous, 
and was beginning to say, he was infinitely obliged. 
" Not at all," says the patron, turning from him to 
to another ; *' had I known a more deserving man 
in England, he should not have had it.** 

"We should certainly have had more examples, 
had not a gentleman produced a book which he 
thought an instmce of this kind : it was a pamph- 
let, called "The naked Truth." The idea any 
one would have of that work from the title was, 
that there would be much plain dealing with people 
in power, and that we should see things in their 
proper light, stripped of the ornaments which are 
usually given to ihe actions of the great -, but the 
skill of this author is such, tliat he has, under that 
rugged appearance, approved himself the finest gen- 
tleman and courtier that ever writ. The language 
is cxtiemely sublime, and not at all to be understood 
by the vulgar. The sentiments are such as would 

* Luke vi. 26. His Grace did not understand, nor quote 
faiiiy, the passage of Scripture, to which he thou|;ht it so witty, 
tlu» impiously to allude. 

w 2 
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iiMkr no fijnirr ill oitliii.ny wnnli ; bnl sihjIi in the 
•'III i»l llif- (-?(|»rrssiriii, :iii«l I hi- tli(iuglit*i ;irc dcvati'd 
tu Hii lii;'Ji a ilc^M't f, ih.ii I q!i(-»ii.'>n wlictlicr the 
c*isi-our>(' will s'-ll iiiiK li. 'i'liiK \vi\^ ail ill-natured 
frllow ))t< 1' lit, who liaifH ill p.iMi (^viic tiiort;illy ; 

'* |» i.iKc liim/* s.iiii JM, •* uliat flu: doil 

iiiraiis his Nakf'd Truih, in sjk akin^^ ntiihint; but 
to the aiIv,inlaL;r of all wiioni he nirniioiiH } Thii 
is just siirh a y^vt'.W at lion jh that oi' tlic chanijiiorrs 
on a roroiiat ion-day, wiio (liallcni^rs all niankind to 
di.Hputr with him the li^ht of tiic hovr nii^n, kur- 
rotuidcd with liis ^aiaids." T\ir. grntlcniau who 
produced the trralisr dc -lirrd liiin to h*: cautioub, 
^iid Haid, it wai writ by an (xccllmt soldier, which 
made tlic ('(iuipany observe it niure narrowly ; and 
(as critic t an: the ^realchl (dnjunrs at tniding out a 
known truth; one .said, he wa^ sure it wiis writ by 
the. li.uid (d liis swoid -ami, 1 < onld not t)ereei\e 
nnich wit in that ( xpiesHJon ; but it raiitd a lauyjif 
iind^ i hu\)\)t)st'f u as meant .h a Hit«rr U|<on valiiiiit 
men. 'J'he same man nn !< ndi d to sec in the ktyJc, 
that it was an horir-oiliecr ; but sure that i.s being 
t(M> nice; for thoipdi you may kno\v otlicers of the 
ravalry by the turn lii' their feet, 1 cannot imagine 
liow y(iu should dist rrn llwir hands from thc^^c: ol 
other mf-n. J>ul it is always lliuH with (M:dant*ii 
thty will evr hr (arpin.',, if a i^cntlem.in or a man 
o/ iioU'ur puis ix.n to p.ip* r. 1 lUt not doubt but 
thi'i aullii'p will find (Ms aiiciiion loo iru*', and 
that ol)lo(piy it hot repul ,(-d h/ the force ni arni». 
J will llur<j(;n- M 1 ihj, <\eell' nl piece in a hi;iil 
t(M) };hirin;; tor W( .ik eyes, and, in imitation tii the 
critit. Lon;Mnii-*, ■.liall, as wrll as J can, make in/ 
ob-.ei vaiioii . in a '.1yl<- like tli<' autiiors ol wiionk I 
licit, wliw h p'-rliajis 1 am ai lapablc o( ai anothi-r, 
Jia\ni;<; ** an Uiibounded It^n e iA thinkin;^, as vviU 
a I u mo:,t exrpii^iie address, (txten^ivcly uad wUcly 
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indulged to me by the supreme powers." My au- 
thor, I will dare to assert, shews the most universal 
knowledge of any writer who has appeared this cen- 
tury : he is a poet and merchant, which is seen in 
two master- words, *' Credit-blossoms." He is a 
grammarian and a politician ; for he says, *' The 
uniting of the two kingdoms is the emphasis of the 
security of the Protestant succession." Some would 
be apt to say, he is a conjurer j for he has found, 
that a republick is not made up of every body of 
animals, but is composed of men only, and not of 
horses. " Liberty and property have cliosen their 
retreat within tlie emulating circle of an human 
commonwealth.** He is a physician ; for he says, 
** I observe a constant equality in its pulse, and a 
just quickness of its vigorous circulation." And 
again, '' I view the strength of our constitution 
plainly appear in the sanguine and ruddy complexion 
of a well-contented city." He is a divine; for he 
says, *• I cannot but bless myself." And, indeed, 
this excellent treatise has had that good effect upon 
me, who am far from being superstitious, that I also 
•*' cannot but bless myself." 

St, Jameses Coffee-house , May i8. 

This day arrived a mail from Lisbon, with letters 
of the thirteenth instant, N. S. containing a parti- 
cular account of the late action in Portugal On the 
seventeenth instant the army of Portugal, under the 
command of the Marquis de Frontera, lay on the 
side of the Caya, and the army of the Duke of /\n- 
joa, commanded by the Marquis de Bay, on the 
other. The latter commander having an ambition 
to ravage the country, in a manner in sight of the 
Portugueze, made a motion with the whole body of 
his h^se toward Fort Saint Christopher, near the 
towB of JBadajos. The generals of the Portugueze, 

N 3 
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disdaining that such an insult should be ofiered to 
their arms, took a resolution to pass the river, and 
oppose the designs of the enemy. The Earl of Gallo- 
way represented to them, that the present posture of 
affairs was such on the side of the aUies, that there 
needed no more to be ck>ne at present in that coun- 
try, but to carry on a defensive part : but his argu- 
ment could not avail in the council of war. Upon 
which a great detachment of foot, and the whole of 
the horse of the King of PortugaFs arrov, passed the 
river, and with some pieces of cannon did gockl exe- 
cution on the enemy. Upon observing this, the 
Marquis de Bay advanced with his horse, and at- 
tacked the right wing of the Portuguese cavalry, 
who faced about, and fled, without standing the 
first encounter. But their foot repulsed the same 
body of horse, in three successive charges, with 
great order and resolution. While this was trans- 
acting, the British General commanded the brigade 
of Poarce to keep the enemy in diversion by a new 
attack. This was so well executed, that the Portu- 
gueze infantty had time to retire in good order, and 
repass the river. But that brigade, which rescued 
them, was itself surrounded by the enemy, and 
Major-Crencral Sarkey, Brigadier Pearce, together 
with both their regiments, and that of the Lord 
Galloway, lately raised, were taken prisoners. 

During the engagement, the Earl of Barrimore, 
having advanced too far to give some necessary or- 
der, was hemmed in by a squadron of the enemy; 
but found means to gallop up to the brigade of 
Pearce, with which he remains also a prisoner. 
My Lord Galloway had his horse shot under him in 
this action 5 and the Conde de Saint Juan, a Portu- 
gueze General, was taken prisoner. The same night 
the army encamped at Aronches, and on the ninth 
moved to Elvas, where they lay when these dis- 
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patches came away. Colonel Stanwix s regiment is 
also taken. The whole of this nifair has given the 
Portugueze a great idea of the capacity and courage 
of my Lord Galloway, against whose advice they 
entered upon this unfortunate affair, and by whose 
conduct they were rescued from it. The prodigious 
constancy and resolution of that great man is hardly 
to be paralleled, who, under the oppression of a 
maimed body, and tlie reflection of repeated ill- 
fortune, goes on with an unspeakable alacrity in 
the sen- ice of the common cause. He lias already 
put things in a very good posture after this ill acci« 
dent^ and made the necessary dispositions for co- 
vering the country from any further attempt of the 
eneroy^ who still lie in the camp they were in be- 
fore the battle. 

Letters from Brussels, dated the twenty- fifth in- 
stant^ advise, that notwithstanding the negotiations 
of a peace seem so far advanced, that some do con- 
fidently report the preliminaries of a treaty to be ac- 
tually agreed on, yet the allies hasten their prepara- 
tions for opening the campaign ; and the forces of 
the Empire, the Prussians, the Danes, the Wirtem- 
^ergers, the Palatines, and Saxon auxiliaries, are in 
notion towards the general rendezvous, they being 
Iready arrived in the neighbourhood of Brussels. 
Iiese advices add, that the deputies of the States of 
blland, having made a general review of the troops 

Flanders, set out for Antwerp on the 21st instant 

m that place. 
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kiKiwin^ the grntlrnian, and obscn'ing him UtuJt 
o/trii :it the Kin^ on horseback, and then dcmhle 
his oath 1, th.it he was »nrc* he v aji ri^ht, tonndbe 
mistook that tor (^harhi^ (Jros^, by the erect iun of 
the likt- staitif in each plate. I grant, private men 
may dlstinguiOi their abmlcn as tlirv phase; as one 
ot' my arouaintaiH r, who lives at Mar) bone *, has 
])ut a gooil »K:iitrn( e of his own invetitiou u|)(jn liis 
dwclhiig-plarc |, to find out where he lives : he is 
HO near i.ondon, that hisconecit is lhis» " the couU' 
try in town;" or, ** the town in th«: eountryj" for 
you know, if they are both in one, they arc all one. 
ik:siiies that the an)bi}j;uity is not ot f.rrat coDhC- 
cjiicnee; if you arc .sate at the place, it is no mattq* 
if you do n(/t dii^tinetly know where the place is : 
but to rctuni to the orthography of public places. 
I propose, tiiat every tradesman in the cities of Lon- 
don and Westminster shall ^i\e inc: six|MMif e a quarter 
for keeping their signs in repair, as to the. ^ramnm- 
ti(al part ; and 1 will take into my houae a Swiss 
Coinit I of my acriuaintantc, wlio can remember all 
their names withr)iit lx)ok, for dispatch i^akc, set- 
ting np the head of the said foreigner for my sign; 
the features being strong, and lit tor hanging high* 

St. James's Cnffi'c-hnusi*^ May 20. 

This day a mail arrived from Holland, by which 
there arc adviu%H from Paris, that the kingdom of 

* Thff T>nke of Knckinflism i< bumtyrouxh *7iu\ to ti:iv« lived 
sit M:iiylM»iie, 3' l-e w;it nimoit cvrry «ljy on ihc ttowLiig-gteen 
tlirie, Atiil »cltloni Ich it until lir i<>util »cr tioloiigir. 

•f* On Hdckingli.m'.-lifnjfci', ii'W iImt Q^kchN |i.t»c^, wer« 
orip.in.'illy tiicbr iiKkcriiitiniis. On the rti>Mt, " Si.. i*ri laet-tmur 
Lircfi j" on llic t».»rk front, ** Ruf. m inbr.** On ilir ^iilr. ticxt 
the roiil, *< Sprcatoi f.isii'lio^m hihi niolcbtm;" on Uio Nuilh 
side, « I,cn(^ iitcae|>it, citu |)cif-£it." 

} Probably JoUn-Jamc» iieiUeggor, cfti- 
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'i'lic army of the allies is to assemble on the seventh 
of next month at Helchinj though it is generally 
l,( licvcd that the preliminaries to a treaty are fully 
adjiL^ted. 

^i'hc approach of tlie peace strikes a panic through 
dur armies, though that of a battle could never do 
it J and they almost repent of their bravery, that 
made such haste to humble themselves and tlic 
French King. The Duke of Marlborough, though 
(Hliervvise the ^eatest general of the age, has plainly 
shewn himst'lt unacquainted with the arts of bus* 
banding a war. He might have grown as old as the 
Oukc of Alva, or Prince Waldeck in the Ix}w 
Countries, and yet have got reputation enough 
c\cry year for any reasonable . man ; for the coni- 
n.aud of General in Flanders hath be«n ever .looked 
r.pon as a provision for life. For my part, I cannot 
SI e how his Grace can answer it to the world, for 
t!;(' j^reat eagerness he hath shewn to send an hun- 
(\a'i\ thousand of the bravest fellows in Europe a- 
broiving : but the private gentlemen of the infantry 
v.lsi l)e able to shift for themselves; a brave man 
c.n never starve in a country stocked with hcn- 
1 . Is. '* There is not a yard of linen," says my 
l.v'n'.'ared progenitor Sir John FalstafF, ** in my 
\.li^'lc conii)any j but as for that," says this worthy 
1 ni^^hl, '' I am in no great pain; we shall find shirts 
on t V( ry hedge." There is another sort of genlle- 
r.( n whom I am much more concerned for, and that 
i^ the ingenious Iraternity of which I have the ho- 
i;«)Mr to be an unworthy member : I mean the news- 
wriurs of Cireat liritain, whether Post-men or Post- 
boys '^, or by what other name or title soever digui- 

* " Tl^c P(»st-boy" was » scnndntous weekly paper, by AM 
\v<M^n ; anil " The Hying Post," by George Ridpath| wai 

i »;C ;>uth anoUicr. 
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fied or distinguishec}. The case of these gentlemen 
is, I think, more hard than that of the solditrs, 
considering that they have taken more towns, and 
fought more battles. , They have been upon parties 
and skirnoishes, when our armies have lain still ; 
and given the general assault to many a place, when 
the besiegers were quiet in their trenches. They 
have made us masters of several strong towns many 
weeks before our generals could do it ; and com- 
pleted victories, when our greatest captains have 
been glad to come off with a drawn battle. Where 
Prince Eugene has slain his thousands, Boyer * has 
slain his ten thousands. This gentleman can indeed 
be never enough commended for his courage and in- 
trepidity during this whole war : he has laid about 
him with an inexpressible fury ; and, like the of- 
fended Marius of antient Rome, made such havoc 
among his countrymen, as must be the work of two 
or three ages to repair. It must be confessed, the 
redoubted Mr. Buckley f has shed as much blood 
as the former; but 1 cannot forbear saying (and I 
hope it will not look like envy), that we regard our 
brother Buckley as a kind of Drawcansir who 
spares neither friend nor foe, but generally kills as 
many of his own side as the enemies. It is impos- 
sible for this ingenious sort of men to subsist after a 
peace : every one remembers the shifts they were 
driven to in the reign of king Charles the Second, 
when they could not furnish oUt a single pnpcr of 
news, without lighting up a comet in Germany, or 
a fire in Moscow. There scarce appeared a letter 
without a paragraph on an earthquake. Prodigies 
were grown so familiar, that they had lost tiieir 
name, as a great poet of that age has it. I remember 

♦ Ahcl Bnyer, aurhor of <* The Polit'cil State." 
•f Samuel Buckley, printer of « XU« Gazette/' and also of 
« The Daily Couram." 

VOL. I. O 
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Mr. tyyex *, who is justly looked upon by all the 
fox-hunters in the nation as the greatest statesman 
our country has produced, was particularly famous 
for dealing in whalesj insomuch, that in five months 
time (for I had the curiosity to examine his letters 
on that occasion)- he brought three into the mouth oi 
the river Thames, besides two porpusses and i 
sturgeon. The judicious and wary Mr. Ichaboc 
Dawks t hath all along been the rival of this grea 
-writer, and got himsell a reputation from plaguei 
and famines : by which, in those days, he destroyet 
as great multitudes, as he has lately done by th( 
sword. In every dearth of news. Grand Cairo wai 
sure to be unpeopled 

It being therefore visible, that our society will b< 
greater sufferers by the peace than the soldiery it- 
self, insomuch that the Daily Courant is in danger ol 
being broken, my friend Dyer of being reformed 
and the very best of the whole band of being re- 
duced to half-pay; might I presume to offer an) 
thing in the behalf of my distressed brethren, J 
would humbly move, that an appendix of propel 
apartments, iurnished with pen, ink, and paper 
and other necessaries of life, should be added to the 
hospital of Chelsea, for the relief of such decaycc 
news-writers as have served their country in the 
wars ; and that for their exercise they should com- 
pile the annals of their brother veterans, who hav< 
been engaged in the same service, and are still 
obliged to do duty after the same manner. 

1 cannot be thought to speak this out of an eyt 
to any private interest ; for as my chief scenes ol 
action are cotfee-houses, play-houses, and my own 

* ** Dyer's Letter j" a ne w«- paper oF that time, whichyK* 
coriUngtn Mr. Addison, was entitled to Utile credit, 
f Ichiibod Dawks^ " anoiUer poor^ epistolary biitoriao*" 
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partraent, I am in no need of camps, fortifications, 
nd fields of battle, to support rae ; I do not call for 
eroes and generals to my assistance. Though the 
fficers are broken, and the armies disbanded, I 
tiall still be safe, as long as there are men, or wo- 
len, or politicians, or lovers, or poets, or nymphs^ 
r swains^ or cits, or courtiers, in being. 
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^'icquid aptnt bomines ■ 

mstri est farrago lihelli, 

JUV. Sat.I. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or thinks or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its ihecne. P* 

From my own Apartment, May 23. 

Trrrb is nothing can give a man of any considera- 
ion greater pain, than to see order and distinction 
aid aside amongst men, especially when the rank 
of which he himself is member) is intruded upon 
)j such as have no pretence to that honour. . The 
ippellation of Esquire is the most notoriously abused 
n this kind, of any class amongst men ; insomuch, 
hat it is become almost the subject of derision : 
)Ut I will be bold to say, this behaviour towards it 
)roceeds from the ignorance of the people in its true 
)rigin. I shall therefore, as briefly as possible, do 
ay self and all true Esquires the justice to look into 
mtiquit/ upon this subject. 

pa 
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In the first ages of the world, before the inven- 
tion of jointures and settlements, when the noble 
pas ion of love had possession of the hearts of men, 
and ihe fair sex were not yet cultivated into the mer- 
ciful disposition which they have showed in latter 
centuries, it was natural for great and heroic spirits 
to retire to rivulets, woods, and caves, to lament 
their destiny, and the cruelty of the fair persons who 
were deaf to their lamentations. The hero m this 
distress was generally in armour, and in a readiness 
to fight any man he met with, especially if distin-i 
guished by any extraordinary qualifications : it being 
the nature of heroic love to hate all merit, lest it 
should come within the observation of the cruel one 
by \^ hom its own perfections are neglected. A lover 
of this kind had always about him a person 6{ a se- 
cond value, and suboi*dinate tohim, who could hear 
his afflictions, carry an enchantment for his wounds, 
hold his helmet when he was eating (if ever he did 
eat), or in his absence, wheo he was retire^ ^o his 
apartment in any king's palace, tell the prince him- 
se]l, or perhaps his daughter, the birth, parentage, 
and adventures of his valiant master. This trusty 
companion was styled his Esquire, and was always 
fit for any offices about him 3 was as gentle and 
chaste as a gentleman-usher, quick and active as an 
equerry, smooth and eloquent as the master of the 
ceremonies. A man thus qualified was the first, as 
theantients affirm, who was called an Esquire ; and 
none without these accomplishments ought to as- 
sume our order : but, to the utter disgrace and con- 
fusion of the heralds, every pretender is admitted 
into this fraternity, even persons the most foreign to 
this courteous institution. I have taken an inven- 
tory of all within this city, and looked over every 
letter in the Post-office, for my better information^ 
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Th«:c are of the Middle Temple, including all in 
the buttery -bcx)ks, aud in the lists of the house, live 
thousand *• In the Inner » four thousand f . In 
the King*s-Bench Walks, the whole buildings are 
inhabited by Esquires only. The adjacent street of 
Essex, from Morris's Cofl'ee-house J, and the turn- 
ing towards the Grecian, you cannot meet one who 
b not an Esquire, until you take water. Every 
house in Norfolk and Arundel-streets is also go- 
verned by an Esquire, or his Lady : Soho-square, 
Bloomsbuiy-square, and all otlier places where the 
flcors rise above nine feet, are so many universities, 
where you enter yourselves, and become of our 
order. However, if this were the worst of the evil, 
it were to be supported, because they are generally 
men of some figure, and use -, though I know no 
pretence they have to an honour which had its rise 
from chivalry. But if you travel into the counties 
of Great Britain, we ai'e still more imposed upon by 
innovation. We are indeed derived tbim the field: 
but shall that give title to all that ride mad after 
foxes, that halloo when they see a hare, or venture 
their necks full speed after an hawk, immediately to 
commence Esquires ? No : our order is temperate, 
cleanly, sober, and chaste 3 but these rural Esquires 
commit immodesties upon haycocks, wear shirts 
half a week, and are drunk twice a day. These men 
are also, to the last degree, excessive in their food : 
an Esquire of Norfolk eats two pounds of dumplin 
every meal, as if obliged to it by our order : an 
Esquire of Hampshire is as ravenous in devouring 
hogs flesh : one of Essex has as little mercy on 
calves. But I must take the liberty to protest againti^ 

* In Original Tatler, 40CO. 

f In Original Taller, 5000. 

X Mooric's Coi|Be-bouM was in the Strand. 

o 3 
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them, and acquaint those persons^ that it is not the 
quantity they eat, but the manner of eating, that 
shows an Esquire. But, above all, I am most of^ 
fended at small quillmen, and transcribing clerks, 
who are all come into our order, for no reason that 
I know of, but that they can easily flourish at the 
end of their name. I will undertake that, if yoa 
read the superscriptions to all the offices in the 
kingdom, you will not find three letters directed to 
any but Esquires. I have myself a couple of clerks, 
and the rogues make nothing of leavir.f messages 
upon each other's desk : one directs, ** lb Gregory 
Goosequill, Esquire 5" to which the other replies by 
a note, ** To Nehemiah Dashwell, Esquire, with 
respect ;" in a word, it is now Popuius j^rmigerorutR, 
a people of Esquires. And 1 do not know but, by 
the late act of naturalization, foreigners will assome 
that title, as part of the immunity of being English- 
men. All these improprieties flow from the negli- 
gence of tfie Heralds-oifice. Those gentlemen ia 
party-coloured habits do not so rightly, as they 
ought, understand themselves 5 though they are 
dressed cap-a-pee in hieroglyphics, they are inwardly 
but ignorant men. I asked an acquaititance of 
mine, who is a man of wit, but of no fortune, and 
is forced to appear as a jack pudding on the stage to 
a mountebank : ** Pr'ythee, Jack, why is your coat 
of so many colours?** He replied, ** I act a fool: 
and this spotted dress is to signify, that every nian 
living has a weak place about him ; for I am Knight 
of the Shire, and represent you all." I wish the 
heralds would know as well as this man does, in his 
way, that they are to act for us in the case of our 
arms and appellations : we should not then be jura- 
bled together in so promiscuous and -absurd a man- 
ner. I design to take thia matter into furtlier con- 
sideration; and no man shall be received as an 
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Esquire, who cannot bring a certificate, that he h; 
conquered some lady's obdurate heart 5 that he ca 
lead up a country-dance 5 or carry a message be 
tu'ccn ner and her lover, with address, secrecy, am 
dilip;ence. A Squire is properly born for the service 
ot* the sex, and his credentials shall be signed by 
three toasts and one prude, before his title shall be 
received in my oiiice. 

Jf^iirs Coffee-house, May 23. 

On Saturday last was presented the Busy Body, 
a comedy, written (as I have heretofore remarked) 
by a woman. The plot and incidents of the 
play are laid with that subtlety of spirit which is 
peculiar to females of wit, and is very seldom well 
lierformed by those of the other sex, in whom craft 
in love is an act of invention, and not, as with 
women, the effect of nature and instinct. 

To-morrow will be acted a play, called, the Trip 
to the Jubilee. This performance is the greatest in- 
stance that we can have of the irresistible force of 
proper action. The dialogue in itself has something 
too low to bear a criticism upon it : but Mr. Wilks 
enters into the part with so much skill, that the 
gallantr}% the youth, and gaiety of a young man of a 
plentiflil fortune, are looked upon with as much in* 
dulgcncc on the stage, as in real life, without any 
of those intermixtures of wit and humour, which 
usually prepossess us in favour of such characters in 
otlier plays. 

St, James's Coffee-house, May 23. 

Letters from the Hague, of the twenty-thijxl in- 

itant, N. S. say, that Mr. Walpolc (who is since 

\rrived) was going with all expedition to Great Bri- 

aiu, whither they doubted not but he carried with 

im the preliminaries to a treaty of peace. Thm 
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French minister. Monsieur Torcy, has been ob- 
served, in this whole negotiation, to turn his dis- 
course upon the calamities sent down by Heaven 
upon France, and imputed the necessities they were 
under to the immediate hand of Providence, in in- 
flicting a general scarcity of provision, rather than 
the superior genius of the generals, or the bravery of 
the armies against tliem. It would be impious not 
to acknowledge the indulgence of Heaven to us 5 but 
at the same time as we are to love our enemies, we 
are glad to see them mortified enough to mix Christi- 
anity with their politics. An authentic letter from 
Madam Main tenon to Monsieur Torcy has been 
stolen by a person about him, who has communi- 
cated a copy of it to some of the dependants of a 
minister of the allies. That epistle is writ in the 
most pathetic manner imaginable, and in a style 
whi(h shows her genius, that has so longengros^ 
tlie heart of this great monarch, 

'' Sir, 

*' I received yours, and am sensible of the address 
and ca|)acity with which you have hitherto trans- 
acted the great affair under your management. You 
well observe, that our wants here are not to be con- 
cealed : and that it is vanity to use artifices with die 
knowing men with whom you are to deal. Let me 
beg you, therefore, in this representation of our cir- 
cumstances, to lay aside art, which ceases to be such 
\\hcn it is seen, and make use of all your skill to 
^aiii us what advantages you can from the enemy's 
jealousy of each other*s greatness j v hich is the 
place where only you have room for any dexterity. 
If you have any passion for your unhappy country, 
or any affection for ycair distressed master, come 
home with peace. Oh Heaven ! do I live to talk of 
l^wis the Great, as the object of pity ? The king 
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ows a great uneasiness to be informed of all that 
sses : but, at the same time, is fearful of every 
e who appears in his presence, lest he should 
ing an account of some new calamity. I know 
t in what terms to represent my thoughts to you, 
len I speak of the king, with relation to his bo- 
y health. Figure to yourself that immortal man, 
JO stood in our public places represented with 
>phies, armour, and terrors, on his pedestal : 
asider, the invincible, the great, the good, the 
>us, the mighty, which were the usual epithets 
; gave him, both in om* language and thoughts. 
ay, consider him whom you knew the greatest and 
)st glorious of monarchs, and now think you see 
5 same man an unhappy lazar, in the lowest cir- 
mstances of human nature itself, witiiout regard 
the state from whence he is fallen. I write from 
bed-side : he is at present in a slumber. I have 
my, many tilings to add ; but my tears flow too 
t, and my sorrow is too big for utterance. 

"I am, &c." 

There is such a veneration due from all men to 
; persons of princes, that it were a sort of dlsho- 
sty to represent further the condition which tlic 
ig is in 5 but it is certain, that, soon after the re- 
pt of these advices. Monsieur Torcy waited upon 
1 grace the Duke of Marlborough and the Lord 
>wnshend ; and in that conference gave up many 
Ints, which he had before said were such as h^ 
ist return to France before he could apswe^. 
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N' 20. THURSDAY, MAY 26, n09. 



Sfylt<pild 0jftm bttfUna — 

fnun eW/srrsp llhttth 

JUV. Sac. I. 85, 86. 

Whale'er men do, or txy, at think, or drvam^ 

Our moclcx psiper leiztv for it^ theme. P. 

ini'Ues Chocolate'hovse, May 34. 

It U not to be imagiiird how far prtpottetfion wiD 
run away with peoples underHtandinet, in caiei 
wherein thry arc under present uncamnetf. The 
following narration in a tulficient tettimony of the 
truth of thi.H ohHcrvation. 

I had thr honour the otlicr day of a visit from • 
prnrlrwcinian (a strani^er to nw) who ncemrd to be 
jil/out ihiriy. Hrr complexion is brown > but the 
airol h'T fa< r has an ai;reeabl(:ne88 which surpassei 
the licautien oF the faircht women. TIktc apfxrared 
in her look and mien a sprit^htly health; and her 
eyes had too mnch vivacity to become the languflffe 
of complaint, which she began to enter into. She 
«ceincd HCUHible oi' it; and therefore, with down- 
cast lo(/kH, haid hlie, '* Mr. Bickerbtatf, you wre be- 
fore you (he unha))i)icnt of women ; and ihereforei 
i\H you are cstct ined by all the world both a great 
< ivili.in, an w< 11 an an aHtrolo«.';er, I must desire your 
:\(\\']( r and assistance, in j)Utting me in a method of 
<;l)laii:in,f; a divorce from a niarriage, which 1 know 
the law will pronoim'-e void " ** Madam," Raid I, 
" your grievance in oi Mu.h a nature, that you muit 
be very ingenuouH in representing the c4U»esof your 
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complaint, or I cannot give you the satisfaction you 
desire." '* Sir,'* she answers, *' I believe there 
would be no need of half your skill in the art of di- 
vination, to guess why a woman would part from 
her husband.'* " It is true,** said I ; " but suspi- 
cions, or guesses at what you mean, nay certainty 
of it, except you plainly speak it, are no founda- 
tion for a formal suit.'* She clapped her fan before 
her face ; " My husband,'* said she, " is no more 
ail husband" (here she burst into tears) " than one 
of the Italian singers." 

** Madam,'* said I, " the affliction you complain 
of is to be redressed by law ; but, at the same time, 
consider what mortifications you are to go through, 
ill bringing it into open court : how will you be able 
to bear the impertinent whispers of the people pre- 
fent at the trial, the licentious reflections of the 

E leaders, and the interpretations that will in general 
e put upon your conduct by all the world ? ' How 
little (will they say) could that lady command her 
passions !* Besides, consider, that curbing our de- 
sires is the greatest glory we can arrive at in this 
world, and will be most rewarded in the next.*' She 
answered, like a prudent matron : " Sir, if you 
please to remember tlie office of matrimony, the 
first cause of its institution is that of having pos- 
terity. Therefore, as to the curbing desires, I am 
willmg to undergo any abstinence from food as you 
please to enjoin me 3 but I cannot, with any quiet 
of mind, live in the neglect of a necessary duty, 
and an express commandment. Increase and mul^' 
tiply'* Observing she was learned, and knew so 
well the duties of life, I turned my arguments ra- 
ther to dehort her from this public procedure by 
examples than precepts. ** Do but consider, Ma- 
dam, what crowds of beauteous women live in 
Bunneriesi secluded for ever from the Bight and 
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conversation of men, with all the alacri^ of ipiiit 
imaginable ; they spend their time in heavenlj 
raptures, in constant and frequent devotions, and at 
proper hours in agreeable conversationa.*' "Sir," 
said she hastily, " tell not me of Papists, or any of 
their idolatries/* " Well then, Madam^ consder 
how many fine ladies live innocently in the eye of 
the world, and this gay town, in the midit of temp* 
tation : there is the witt^ Mis. W " " m is a yfitgai of 
forty-four, Mrs. T~s is thirty-nii;ie, Mn* L-^— ce 
thirty-three ; yet you see thqr laugh, and aw m, 
at the park, at the play-house, at balls, and at 
visits ', and so much at ease, that all tbis seemi 
hardly a self-denial.'* " Mr. Bickema£F/* said she, 
with some emotion, " you are an excellent casoiiti 
but the last word destroyed your whole argameoti 
if it is not self-denial, .it is no virtue. I presented 
you with an half-guinea, in hopes not oafy tb havs 
my conscic4Qce eased, but my fortune tdd* Yet"*— 
" Well, Madam,** said I, ** pray of wliai age is 
your husband ?** '^ He is,'* replied my injaied- di- 
ent, '' fifty j and I have been his wife uittin years." 
'' How happened it.^ou never communicated your 
distress, in all this time, to your fHends and it* 
lations ?" She answered, '* He has been thus but a 
fortnight." I am the most serious man in itfi 
world to look at, and yet could not forbear laughlM 
out. " Why, Madam, in case of infirmitj whicK 
proceeds only from age, the law gives no remedy.** 
" Sir,*' said she, '^ ffind you have no more learn- 
ing than Dr. Case ; and I am told of a yoiinff rnaOt 
not five and twenty, just come from Oxrard, la 
whom I wiU communicate this whole matter, and 
doubt not but be will appear to have seven times 
more useful and satisfactory knowledjge than yoa 
and all your boasted i^mily." Thus I nave cntiid^ 
lost my client : but if this tedioua nam^m pn» 
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Jserves Pastorella from the intended mnvriige with 
ODC twenty years her senior — to save a fine lady, I 
am contented to have my learning decried, and 
my predictions bound up with Poor Robin's Al- 
manacks. 

IVilPs Coffee-house, May 25. 

This evening was acted the Recruiting Officer, 
in which Mr. Estcourt's proper sense and observa- 
tion is what supports the play. There is not, in my 
brimble opinion, the humour hit in Serjeant Kite ; 
but it is admirably supplied by his action. If I 
have skill to judge, that man is an excellent actor 5 
but the crowd of the audience are fitter for repre- 
sentations at May-fair, than a ther^ re- royal. Yet 
that fair is now broke, as well as the theatre is 
breaking : but it is allowed still to sell animals 
there. Therefore, if any lady or gentleman have 
occasion for a tame elephant, let them enquire of 
Mr. Pinkethman, who has one to dispose of at a 
reasonable rate. The downfal of May- fair has 
quite sunk the price of this noble creature, as well 
as of many other curiosities of nature. A tiger will 
sell almost as cheap as an ox 3 and I am credibly 
infonned, a man may purchase a cat with three legs, 
for very near the value of one v^th four. I hear 
likewise that there is a great desolation among the 
gentlemen and ladies who were the ornaments of 
the town, and used to shine in plumes and diadems ; 
the heroes being most of them pressed, and the 
queens beating hemp. Mrs. Saraband, so famous 
for her ingenious puppet-show, has set up a shop in 
the Exchange, where she sells her little troop under 
the term^f jointed babies. I could not but be so- 
licitous to know of her, how she had disposed of 
that rake-hell Punch, whose lewd life and conver- 
sation had given so much scandal^ and did not a 

VOL. I. p 
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little contribute to the ruin of the fiur. She told 
nie, with a sigh, " That, despairing of ever le- 
ciaiming him, she would not offer to place him ioa 
civil family, but got him in a post upon a stall in 
Wapping, where he may be seen from son-risaog 
to sun-setting, with a glass in one hand, and a 
pipe in the other, as centry to a brandy-shop.** 
The great revolutions of this nature bring to my 
mind the distresses of the unfortunate Camillaf who 
has had the ill luck to break before her voice, and 
to disappear at a time when her beauty was in the 
height of its bloom. This lady entered so tho- 
roughly into the great characters she acted, ikai 
when she had finished her part, she could not think 
of retrenching « her equipage, but would appear in 
her own lodgings with the same magnificence that 
she did upon the stage. This greatness of soul has 
reduced that unhappy princess to an involuntaiy 
retirement, where £he now passes her time among 
the woods and forests, thinking on the crowns and 
scepters she has lost, and often humming o?er ia 
her solitude, 

I was born of royat race. 

Yet must wander in Uisgracci &c« 

But, for fear of being overheard, and her qnality 
known, she usually sings it in Italian, 

Naequi ml regno, macqui al trtmo^ 

E per iono 

I venturata foitorella. 

Since I have touched upon this subject, I shall 
communicate to mv reader part of a letter I have 
received from an mgenious friend at Amsterdam, 
where there is a very noble theatre 3 though ihc 
manner of furnishing it with actors is^omethiitg 
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peculiar to that place, and gives us occasion to ad- 
mire both the politeness and frugality of tl)c people. 

*' My friends have Rtpt me here a week longer 
than ordinary, to see one of their plays, which was 
performed last night with great applause. The 
actors are all of them tradesmen 5 who, after their 
day's work b over, earn about a guilder a night by 
personating kings and generals. The hero of the 
tragedy I saw was a journeyman tailor, and his hrst 
minister of state a coffee-man. The empress- made 
me think of Parthenope in the Rehearsal j for her 
mother keeps an alehouse in the suburbs of Am- 
sterdam. When the tragedy was over, they en- 
tertained us with a short farce, in which the cobler 
did his part to a miracle $ but^ upon enquiry, I 
found he had really been working at his own trade, 
and representing on the stage what he acted every 
day in his shop. The profits of the theatre main- 
tain an hospital } for as here they do* not chink the 
profession of an actor the only trade that a man 
cmght to exercise ; so they will not allow any body 
to grow rich in a profession that, in their opinion, 
10 little conduces to the good of the commonwealth. 
If I am not mistaken, your play-houses in England 
liave done the same thing -, for, unless I am misin- 
^nened, the hospital at Dulwich was erected and 
endowed by Mr. Alleyn, a player : and it is also 
said, a famous she-tragedian has settled her estate, 
after her. death, for the maintenance of decayed 
vits, who are to be taken in as soon as they grow 
dull, at whatever time of their life that shall 
liappen.** 

* St. Jameses Coffee-hoUse, May 2j. 

liCtters from the Hague, of the thirty-first instant, 
N. S. say, that the articles preliminary to a general 
were settled, communicated to the States 

F a 
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general, and all the foreign ministers residing there, 
aud transmitted to their respective masters on the 
twenty-eighth. Monsieur Torcy immediately re- 
turned to the court of France, from whence he ii 
expected again on the fourth of the next month wth 
those articles ratified by that court. The Hague m 
agreed upon for the ^ilace of treaty, and the fifteenth 
of the n^xt month the day on which it is to com- 
mence. Tlie terms whereon this negoclation ii 
founded are not yet delivered by public authority; 
but what is most generally received is as follows: 

Her majesty's right and title, and the Protestant 
succession to these dominions, is forthwith to be 
acknowledged. King Charles is to be owned the 
lawful sovereign of Spain. The French King shall 
not only recall his troops out of that kingdom, and 
deliver up to the Allies the towns of Roses, Font»> 
rabia, and Pampelona | but, in case the Duke of 
Aiijuu shall not retire out of the Spanish dominions, 
he shall be obliged to assist the Allies to force him 
from thence. A cessation of arras is agreed upoa 
for two montlis from the first day of the treaty. The 
port and fortihcations of Dunkirk are to be demo* 
lished within four months ; but the tow^n itself left 
in the hands of the French. The Pretender is to bs 
obliged to leave France. All Newfoundland is to be 
restored to the English. As to the other parts d( 
America, the French are to restore whatever they 
may have taken from the English, as the English ia 
like manner are to give up what they may have 
taken Irom the French, before the commencement 
ct the treaty. The trade between Great Britain and 
France shall be settled upon the same foundation as 
in the reign of King Charles the Second. 

The Dutch are to have for their barriers, N€w«« 
port, Berg, St. Vinox, Fumes, Ipres, Lisle, Touti- 
iVA)', Duuay, Valenciennes^ Cond^, Maubeug«)i 
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s, Charleroy, Namur, and Luxemburg; all 
:h places shall be delivered up to the allies be- 
the end of June. The trade between Holland 
France shall be on the same foot as in 1664. 

cities of Strasburg, Brisac, and Alsatia, shall 
estored to the Emperor and empire; and the 
I of France, pursuant to the treaty of VVestpha- 
1 [648, shall only retain the protection of ten 
?rial cities, viz. Colmar, Schlestat, Haguenau, 
ister, Turkeim, Keisember, Obrenheim, Ro- 
n, Weisemberg, and Landau. Huninguen, 
-Louis, Fort-Khiel, and New-Brisac, shall be 
Dlished, and all the fortifications from Basil to 
psburg. The King of Prussia shall remain in 
)eaceable possession of NcufchateL The afiair 
Grange, as also the pretensions of his Prussian 
ssty in the Franche Comi6, shall be determined 
is general negotiation of peace. The Duke of 
y shall have a restitution made of all that has 

taken from him by the French, and remain 
er of £xilles, Chamont, Fenestrelles> and the 
y of Pragelas *. 

fn the first edition of the TaMer, in foHo, there is the fol- 
g addition to this paper : *< It is snid chat Monsieur Torc^r, 
he signed this instrument) broke into this exclamation : 
aid Colbert have signed such a treaty for France?' Oa 
1 a minister present was pleased to say* ' Colbert himself 
1 have been proud to have saved France in these circom- 
« 00 such terms." 



^3 
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N«21. SATURDAY, MAY 28, 1709. 



^icquid agunt bominei 

nostri tit farrago tihelli* 

JUV. Sat, I. S5, S6. 

Whate'er n>en <!o, or fay, oi' tbmk, or dreaoif 

Our motley paper feizes for its theme. P« 

JVJiites Chocolate-house^ May 26. 

A GENTLEMAN lias Writ to mc out of the country J 
very civil letter, and said things which I suppiti 
with great violence to my vanity. There are mao] 
terms in ray narratives which he complains want ex 
plaining ; and has therefore desired that, for the be 
nefit of my country readers, I would let him knoi 
what I mean by a Gentleman, a pretty Fellow^ 
Toast, a Coquet, a Critic, a Wit, and all other jp 
pellations ot those now in the gayer world, who M 
in possfssion of tliese several cliaracters j togetke 
with an account of those who unfortunately preteBi 
to them. I shall begin with him we usually call 
Gentleman, or man of conversation. 

It is generally thought, that warmth of ima^^ 
tion, quick relish of pleasure, and a manner of b( 
coming it, are the most essential qualities for fonn 
ing this sort of man. But any one that is much i 
company wiU observe, that the height of good breed 
ing is shewn rather in never giving offence, than i 
doing obliging things : thus he that never shod 
you, though he is seldom entertaining, is mm 
likely to keep your favour, than he who often cc 
tertains, and sometimes displeases you. The ma 
necessary talent therefore in a man of convcrsatioc 
)V'liich is what we ordiaarily intend by a fine Gen 
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tleman^ is a good judgment. He that has this in 
perfection is master of bis companion, without let- 
ting him see it ; and has the same advantage over 
men of any other qualifications whatsoever, as one 
that can see would have over a blind man of ten 
times his strengtli. 

This is what makes Sophronius the darling of all 
-who converse with him, and tlie most powerful 
with his acquaintance of any man in town. By the 
^ht of this faculty he acts with great ease and free- 
dom among the men of pleasure, and acquits him- 
■elf with skill and dispatch among the men of busi- 
oes8 : all which he performs with such success, that, 
with as much discretion in life as any man ever had, 
Ike neither is, nor appears, cunning : but as he does 
a good office, if ever he does it, with readiness and 
alacrity ; so he denies, what he does not care to en- 
gage in, in a manner that convinces you that you 
oaght not to have asked it. His judgment is so 

food and unerring, and accompanied with so chear- 
il a spirit, that his conversation is a continual feast, 
atwliich he helps some, and is helped by others, in 
inch a manner^ that the equality of society is per- 
Ibctly kept up, and every man obliges as much as 
lie is obliged $ for, it is the greatest and juste^t 
dull, in a man of superior understanding, to know 
lk>w to be on a level with his companions. This 
■weet disposition runs through all the actions of 
Sophronius, and makes his company desired by 
women, without being envied by men. Sophronius 
would be as just as he is, if there were no law ; and 
would be as discreet as he is, if there were no such 
thing as calumny. 

In imitation of this agreeable being, is made that 
aninaal we call a pretty Fellow ; who, being just 
able to find out, that what makes Sophronius ac- 
ceptable is a natund behaviour^ in order to \!bi^ %^xcv.^ 
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to do to meddle with such a thing ? how came the 
other, who was bred after this or tliat manner, to 
speak so like a man conversant among a diliertnt 
people ?** These questions rob us of all our |)lca- 
sure 5 for, at this rate, no sentence in a play should 
be spoken by any one character which could possi- 
bly enter into the head of any other man represented 
in it 3 but every sentiment should be i>eculiar to him 
only who utters it. Laborious Ken's works will 
bear this sort of inquisition ; but if the present* 
writers were thus examined, and the oHVnces against 
this rule cut out, few plays would be long enough 
for the whole evening's entertainment. 

But I do not know how they did in those old 
times. This same Ben Jonson has made every one's 
passion in this play be towards money j and yet not 
one of them expresses that desire, or endeavours to 
obtain it, any way but what is peculiar to him only : 
one sacrifices his wife, another his profession, ano- 
ther his posterity, from the same motive ; but their 
characters are kept so skilfully apart, that it seems 
prodigious their discourses should rise from the in- 
vention of the same author. 

But the poets ar« a nest of hornets, and I will 
drive these thoughts no fartlier ; but must mention 
come hard treatment I am like to meet with from 
my brother-writers. I am credibly informed, that 
the author of a play, called *' Love in a hollow 
Tree," has made some remarks upon my late dis- 
conrse on " The naked Truth." 1 cannot blame a 
gentleman for writing against any error j it is for the 
good of the learned world j but I would have the 
thing fairly left between us two, and not under the 
protection of patrons: but my intelligence is, that 
he hath dedicated his treatise to tlie Honourable 
Mr. Ed d H rd. 
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From my own Aparlment, May 27. 

To Isaac Bickerstafp, £saui&R« 

" Sir, York, May i6, 170^ 

** Being convinced, as the whole world is, hoir 
infallible your predicdcns arc, and having the ho- 
nour to be your ntvx relation of the StafBan family, 
1 was under great concern at one of your predictiooi 
relating to vourstilt, wherein you foretold your own 
death would hapj?en on the seventeenth instant^ un- 
less it were prevented by the assistance of weD- 
disposed i^eople. I have therefore prevailed on xaj 
own modesty to send yowi a piece of news, whici 
may serve, instead of Goddard*s* drops, to kcfp 
you alive for ty^o days, until nature be able to re- 
cover itself, or until you meet with somc.bettcr bclp 
from other hands. Therefore, without further ce- 
remony, I will relate a singular adventure just hap- 
pened in the place where I am writing, whereof 
it may be highly useful for the publick to be in- 
formed. 

'* Three young ladies of our town were on Satur- 
day last indicted for witchcraft. The witnesses 
against the first deposed, upon oath, before Justice 
Bindover, that she kept spirits locked up in ves^iek, 
which sometimes appeared in flames of blue fire; 
thnt she used magical herbs, with some of which 
she drew in hundreds of men daily to her, who 
went out from her presence all inflamed, thdr 
&iouths parched, and a hot steam issuing from theoOf 

* Dr. fonathan Goddard wav ttie physician and confidant itf 
Cri^nnv. eU, a member of the Royal Society, and medical {KO- 
fcfisor of Gresham College. 
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baked ; and if it burns their guts, it is because they 
eat tc;o much, or do not drink after it. 

*' These are the answers he gives to solve those 
wonderful phenomena 5 upon which I shall not ani- 
madvert, but leave it among philosophers ; and so, 
wishing you all success in your undertakings for the 
amendment of the world, I remain, dear cousin, 

*' Your most affectionate kinsman, 
'* and humble servant, 

** Ephraim Bedstapf. 

'' P. S. Those who were condemned to death 
among the Athenians were obliged to take a dose 
of poison, which made them die upwards j seizing 
first upon their feet, making them cold and insensi- 
ble, and so ascending gradually, until it reached the 
vitalparts. I believe your death, which you fore- 
told would happen on the seventeenth instant, will 
fall out the same way, and that your distemper hath 
already seized on you, and makes progress daily. 
Ilie lower part of you, that is, the Advertisements, 
is dead 5 and these have risen for these ten days last 
past, so that they now take up almost a whole para- 
graph. Pray, Sir, do you endeavour to drive this 
distemper as much as possible to the extreme parts, 
and keep it there, as wise folks do the gout: for, if 
it once gets into your stomach, it will soon fly up 
into ypur head, .and you are a dead man,'* 

St. James's Cojffee-house, May 27. 

We hear from Leghorn, that Sir Edward Whita- 
ker, with five men of war, four transports, and two 
fire-ships, were arrived at that port ; and Admiral 
Eyng was suddenly expected. Their squadrons 
being joined, they designed to sail directly for Final, 
to transport the reinforcements lodged in those paru 
to Barcelona. 
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They write from Milan, that Count Thaun ar- 
rived there on the sixteenth instant, N. S. and pro- 
ceeded on his journey to Turin on the twenty-hrst, 
in order to concert such measures with his Royal 
Highness, as shall appear necessary for the opera- 
tions of the ensuing campaign. 

Advices from Dauphine say, that the troops of 
the Duke of Savoy begin already to appear in those 
vallies, whereof he made himself master the last 
year 3 and that the Duke of Berwick applied him- 
self with all imaginable diligence to secure the 
passes of the mountains, by ordering intrenchmenls 
to be made towards Briangon, Tourneau, and the 
valley of Queiras. That general has also been at 
Marseilles and Toulon, to hasten the transportation 
of the corn and provisions designed for his army. 

Letters from Vienna, bearing date May the 
twenty-third, N. S. import, that tlie Cardinal of 
Saxe Zeits and the Prince of Lichtenstein were 
preparing to set out for Presburg, to assist at the 
diet of the States of Hungary, which is to be assem- 
bled at that place on the twenty-fifth of tliis month. 
General Heister will shortly appear at the head of 
his army at Trentschin, which place is appointed 
for the general rendezvous of the Imperial forces in 
Hungary ; from whence he will advance to lay siege 
to Newhausel. In the mean time reinforcements, 
with a great train of artillery, are marching the 
tame way. The King of Denmark arrived on the 
tenth instant at Inspruck, and on the twenty-fifth 
at Dresden, under a triple discharge of the artillery 
of that place ; but his Majesty retused the ceremo- 
nies of a public entry. 

Our letters from the Upper Rhine say, that the 
Imperial army began to form itself at Etlingenj 
where the respective deputies of tlie Elector Pala- 

VGX.. I. a 
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tine, the Prince of Baden Durlach, the Bishopr 
Spires, &c. were assembled, and had taken the 
cessary measures for the provision of forage, th' 
curity of the country against the incursions of 
enemy, and laying a bridge over the Rhine. S 
ral vessels laden with com are daily passing b( 
Frankfort for the Lower Rhine. 

Letters from Poland inform us, that a detach i 
of ?»Iuscovite cavalry, under the command of G 
ral Instand, had joined the confederate army ; 
the infantry, conamanded by General Croltz, 
expected to come up within few days. These 
cours will amount to twenty tliousand men. 

Our last advices from the Hague, dated Jam 
fourth, N. S. say, that they expected a courier: 
the French Court, with a ratification of the p 
minaries, that night or the day following. 
Grace the Duke of Marlborough ' *^ set out 
Brussels on Wednesday or Thursd* next, if 
dispatches which are expected from Paris do 
alter his resolutions. I^etters from Majorca con 
the honourable capitulation of the castle of AVu 
and also the death of the Governor, Major-gei 
Richards, Colonel Sibourg, and Major Vignc 
who were all buried in the ruins of that place b] 
springing of the great mine, which did, it se 
more execution than was reported. Mom 
Torcy passed through Mons in his return, and 
there a long conference with the Elector of Bavj 
after which, that Prince spoke publicly of the ti 
raent he had received from France with the uti 
indignation. 



♦^» Any person that shall come publicly 9b: 
in a fantastical habit^ contrary to the present n 
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and fashion, except Don Diego Dismallo *, or any 
other out of poverty, shall have his name and dress 
inserted in our next. 

N. B. Mr. How'dyecall is desired to leave off 
fhose buttons. 
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^icquld ngunt bomine i 

nostii est farrago liheW, 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, 'or say, or think, or<|rearo, 

Our iDOCley paper feizes fur its theme. P* 

White's Chocolate-house, May 28, 

I CAME hither this evening to see fashions 5 and 
who should 1 first encounter but my old friend Cyn- 
thio (encompassed by a crowd of young fellows) 
dictating on the passion of love with the gayest air 
imaginable ! " Well,'* says he, " as to what I 
koowof theroatter, there is nothing but ogling with 
skill carries a woman ; but indeed it is not every 
fool that is capable of this art) you will find twenty 
can speak eloquently, fifty that can fight manfully, 
and a thousand that can dress genteelly at a mistress, 
where tliere is one that can gaze skilfully. This re- 
quires an exquisite judgment, to take the language 
of her e>es to yours exactly, and not let yours talk 

• This is well known to have been a nid^-name gi^'en, in 
^e rage of party, to a very respectable nobleman^ the Eai 1 of 
Kouiughaob 
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wondered what could exalt him from the distress, 
in which he had long appeared, to so much alacrity j 
but ray familiar has given me the state of his affairs* 
It seems, then, tliat lately coming out of the play- 
house, his mistress, who knows he is in her Vivery, 
as the manner of insolent beauties is, is resolved to 
keep him still so, and gave hun so much wages as 
to complain to him of the crowd she was to pass 
through. He had his wits and resolution enouffh 
about him to take her hand, and say, he Avould at- 
tend her to the coach. All the way thither my 
good young man stammered at every Word, and 
itumbled at every step. His mistress, wonderfuJiy 
pleased with her triumph, put to him a thousand 
questions, to make a man of his natural wit speak 
'with hesitation ; and let drop her fan, to see hiixi 
recover it awkwardly. This is the whole founda* 
tiou of Cyn thiols recovery to the sprightly air he ap- 
pears with at present. 

I grew mighty curious to know something more 
of that lady's affairs, as being amazed how she could 
dally with an offer of one of his merit and fortune. 
I sent Pacolct to her lodgings, who immediately 
brought me back die following letter to her friend 
and confidant Amanda in the country, wherein alie 
has opened her heart and all its folds. 

" Dear Amanda, 

'* The toi^n grows so empty, that you must ex* 
pfct my letter so too, except you will allow me to 
talk of myself instead of others. You cannot ima- 
gine what pain it is, after a whole day spent in pub-* 
fie, to want your company, a"<i the ease whicV\ 
inendsliip allows in being vain to each other, aii^ 
•peaking all our minds. An account of the slaugh- 
ter which these unhappy eyes have made within 
ten days last past^ would make lae a^^^^ ^s» ^^^ 

a3 
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tt tyrant to he allowed in n ('hristinn cmintry. J 
sliall tluTrforr cnntiiir niyvlf to my principal con* 

Jurgfs; which nrr \hr hrarts ni' hcmi Frifck anc 
ack Frecland, bcMdcii Cyutliin, who, you know 
M'oTt: my filters before you went out of town. Shai 
I tell you my weakncKs ? I begin to love Fiisk ; i 
iH the Ix'st-liunioured im|K'rtinrnL thing in tlir world 
he in always too in WHiting, and will certainly carr) 
nic: oiY onr time or other. Frecland's father anc 
mine have lu^en n]>on treaty without ronKulting mci 
mud Cynthio has been eternally watching my eyo^ 
without approaching mr, my friends, my maid» oi 
any one about me : he hopr-.s to get me, I believe, 
as they ray the ratlle^hmike dcx'H the nquirrel, bji 
■taring at me until J drop into hlH mouth. Frcfr* 
land dcmandri me for a jointure, which he thinki 
dcrHcrveK me ; Cynthio think a nothing high enough 
to be my value : Freeland therefore will take it m 
no obligation to have me ; and Cynthio's idea oi 
me is what will vanish by knowing me better : fa- 
miliarity will equally turn the veneration of the onff 
and the inditt'erenee of the other, into contempt. I 
will stick therefore to my old maxim, to have that 
sort oi man, who can have no greater views than 
what are in my power to give him poRsesfiion of. 
l'l)(t utnH)st of mv dear FrisVs ambition is, to be 
thought a man of fashion ; and therefore has been 
ho much in modcr, as to resolve upon me, became 
the whole town likes me. Thus I choose rather t 
man who loves me because others do, than one who 
n])proves me on his own judgmc^nt. He that judges 
for himself in love will otten change his opinion; 
but he that follows the sense of others must be con* 
Mant, r<s long as a woman can make advances. Tha 
visits I make, the entertainments I give, and the 
addresses I r( ceive, will be all arguments for me 
'VkitU a man of Frisk's second-baud genius i b«t 
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would be so many bars to my happiness with any 
other man. However, since Frisk can wait, I 
shall enjoy a summer or two longer, and remain 
a single woman, in the sublime pleasure of being 
followed and admired ; which nothing can equals 
except that of being beloved by you. I am^ &c." 

Jf^lts Coffee 'house, May 30. 

My chief business here this evening was to speak 
to toy friends in behalf of honest Cave Underbill, 
who has been a comic for three generations : my 
father admired him extremely when he was a boy. 
There is certainly nature excellently represented in 
his manner of action; in which he ever avoided 
that general fault in players, of doing too much. 
It must be confessed, he has not the merit of some 
ingenious persons now on the stage, of adding to 
bis authors ; for the actors were so dull in the last 
age, that many of them have gone out cf the world, 
without having ever spoke one word of their own in 
the theatre. Poor Cave is so mortified, that he 
quibbles and tells you, he pretends only to act a 
part fit for a man who has one foot in die grave, 
viz. a grave-digger. All admirers of true comedy, 
it is hoped, will have the gratitude to be present on 
the last day of his acting, who if he does not hap- 
pen to please them, will have it even then to say, 
that it is his first oftence. 

Bat there is a gentleman here, who says he has 
it from good hands, that tliere is actually a sub- 
icripdoa made by many persons of wit and quality 
fer the encouragement of new comedies. This de- 
sign will very much contribute to the improvement 
■Dd diversion of the town ; but as every man is most 
concerned for himself, I, who am of a saturnine 
•nd melancholy complexion, cannot but murmur, 
(tut there is not an equal invitation to writie it^^^« 
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dirs ; having by me, in my book of rommon plnccn, 
enough to enable nic to finish a very sad one l»y the 
fifth of the next month. 1 have tJic farewell of a 
general, with a tninchron in his hand, dying for 
love, in hin lines. 1 have the principles of a poli- 
tician (who dors all the niihchicf in the play), toge« 
ther with his drdarntion on the vanity of ambition 
in his laKt moments, rxpres^cd in a page and an 
half. I have all my oaths ready, and my similics 
want nothing but application. I will not pretend to 
give you an account of the plot, it being the same 
design upon which all tragedies have been writ for 
several years last ]>ast ; and, from the beginning of 
the first scene, the fr(^(}U('nters of the house may 
know as well as the author when the battle is to be 
fought, the lady to yield, and the hero pr<x:eed to 
bis wedding and coronation. Besides these advan- 
tages which I have in readiness, I have an eminent 
tragedian very much my friend, who shall come in 
and go through the whole five acts without trou- 
bling me for one sentence, whether he is to kill or 
be killed, love or be loved, win battles or lose them, 
or whatever other tragical performance I shall please 
to assign him. 

From my own Apartment, May 30. 

I have this day received a letter, subscribed Fi- 
delia, that gives me an account of an inchantment 
under which a young lady sutlers, and desires my 
help to exorcise her from the power of the sorcerer. 
Her lover is a rake of sixty; tlie lady a virtuous 
woman of twenty-five : her relations are to the last 
degree afflicted, and amazed at this irregular pas- 
sion. Their sorrow I know not how to {["emovef 
but can their astonishment ; for, there is no spirit 
in woman half so prevalent as that of contradiction^ 
whicii is the sole cuusc of her perseverance. Lvi 
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the whole family go dressed in a body, and call the 
bride to-nioiTow morning to her nuptials, and I will 
undertake the inconstant will forget her lover in the 
midst of all his ache^ : but if this expedient does not 
succeed, I must be so just to the young lady's dis- 
tinguishing sense, as to applaud her choice. A fine 
young woman, at last, is but what is due from fate 
to an honest fellow, who has suffered so unmercifully 
by the sex; and I think we cannot enough celebrate 
her heroic virtue, who (like the patriot that ended a 
pestilence by plunging himself into a gulph) gives 
herself up to gorge tiiat dragon which has devoured 
so many virgins before her. 

*^t* A letter directed " To Isaac BickerstafF, Es- 
quire, Astrologer and Physician in ordinary to her 
Majest}'*s subjects of Great Britain, with respect," 
is come to hand. 
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^Icqkid agunt hominet ^— 

nostri eU farrago IhtUl. 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dteam, 

Ooi motley paper seizes for its theme. ?• 

mites Chocolate- house, May 31. 

Thr generality of mankind are so very fond of this 
w<irld, and of staying in it, that a man cannot have 
eminent skill in any one art, but they will, in spite 
of ills teeth^ make him a physician also^ tliat being 
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the science tlie worldlings have most need of. I 
pretended, M-hen I first set up, to astrology only ^ 
but, I am toldi I have deep skill alfo in medicine. 
I am applied to now by a gentleman for my advice in 
behalf of his wife, who, uj^on the least matrimonial 
dilHculty^ is excessively troubled with fits, and can 
bear no manner of passion vi ithout falling into im- 
mediate convi)lsions. I must confess it is a case I 
have known before, and remember tJie p;irty wm 
recovered by certain words pronounced in tlie midst 
of the fit, by the learned doctor who performed the 
cure. These ails have usually their beginning from 
the afifections of the mind ; therefore you must have 
patience to let me give you an instance, whereby 
you may discern the cause of the distemper^ and 
then proceed in the cure as follows : 

A fine tou n-lady was married to a gentleman of 
antient descent in one of the counties of Great Bri- 
tain, who had good humour to a wciikness, and 
was that sort of person of whom it is usually said, 
he is no man's enemy but his own : one who had 
too much tenderness of soul to have any authority 
with his wife j and she too little sense to give hira 
any authority, for that reason : his kind wife ob- 
served this temper in him, and made proper use of 
it ; but, knowing it was below a gentlewoman to 
wrangle, she resolved upon an expedient to save 
decorum, and wear her dear to her point at the 
same time. She therefore took upon her to govern 
him, by falling into fits whenever she was repulsed 
in a request, or contradicted in a disc<nirse. It was 
a fish-day, when, in the midst of her husband's 
good-humour at table, she bethought herself to try 
her project : she made signs that she had swallowed 
a bone. The man grew pale as ashes, and ran to 
her assistance, calling for drink. ** No, my dear," 
laid she, recovering, *' it is down 5 do not be fright-* 
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cned.** This accident betrayed his soflness cn<jugh. 
The next day she complained, a ladv'i chariot> whose 
husband had not half his estate^ had a crane-neck, 
and hung with twice tlie air that hers did. He an- 
swered, " Madam, you know my income ; you 
know I have lost two coach-horses this spring." 
—down she fell.—'* Hartshorn ! Betty, Susan, A- 
lice, throw water in her face." With much care 
and pains she was at last brought to hersdf, and 
tlie vehicle in which she visited was amended in the 
nicest manner, to prevent relapses ; but they fre- 
quently happened during that husband's whole life» 
which he had the good f(;rtune to end in few years 
after. The disconsolate soon pitched upon a very 
agreeable successor, whom she very prudently de- 
signed to govern by the same method. This man 
knew her little arts, and resolved to break through 
all tenderness, and be absolute master as soon as oc- 
casion offered. One day it happened, that a dis- 
course arose about furniture; he was very, glad of 
the occasion, and fell into an invective a^^aiiist china, 
protesting he would never let five pv»unds mi»re of 
his money be laid out that way as long as he breathed. 
She immediately fainted — he starts up as amazed, 
and calJs for help — the maids run to the clof«'t. He 
chafes her face, bends her fors^^ard, and beats the 

Salms of her hands : her convulsions increase, and 
own she tumbles on the floor, where she lies quite 
dead, in spite of what the while family, from the 
nufsery to the kitchen, could do for hrr relief. 

While every servant was thus helping or iamrnt- 
iDg their mistress, he, fixing his cheek to hers, 
teemed to be following in a trance ot sorrow ; but 
lecretly whispers her, *' JMy dear, this will nrver 
do ; what is within my power and fortune, you 
may always command ; but none of your artitices : 
jou are quite in other handi than those you pasted 
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these* prrtty pn^siotiM upon." 'I'liii niridc her nlmost 
ill tin*. CDiKlitiou slu: piiifiulccl ; L( r roiivulhioiH 
Dow r;iinc thickrrt iior was slic to Ih: lic-Ui duwii. 
'J'Ik- kiiid nun (li>ul)l{ H liU c.-im:, hrl|H tlie M-rvant* 
to throw water in hrr laee by t'ull <|(iartN ; and wJieii 
thr sinkin-^ pari of tlie fit ( ainc a.i^aiii, " Well, my 
deal/' hai'i lie, " I lipplaud your action, but I niUHt 
tik«r niy leave of you until you urr iiiorc HJnccre 
with n>e: tarcwel i'ur cver> you shall always kuow 
%vhere to hearot ine, and want for nothing^/' Willi 
tint lie tiidcred iht! niaidii to kee]) plying her with 
hai'tihorn, while Uv. went for u ph)hii:iun : he was 
sl'.ucc: at the stair-head when she foUowcd, sind» 
|)ulliu»{ hiiu into a elosct, thanked hiiii for her cure; 
u'hirh was so aliHolute, that she ^^avcmc llud relation 
hf VM-if', to he eoinniunlcated for the bcnctit vt all 
the Vfiluntaiy invalids of her hcx. 

St. Junus\ ('nJ/n''/ioU'H', June i. 

Adviees Iroiii Hrussels of the siAth instant, N. S. 
fay, his nij;hiie:,s Tiinee Kiiofue had rrtcived a 
letter lioni Mon-.ieiir Torcy, where.in that minister, 
after many ex)>i'r<>sinns of t^nai respect, ac cjuainti 
him, thai his masier ii:id absohitely ref'u.scd to sign 
the pp-hminuries to thi- treaty which he had, in his 
JVIaji tly s behalf, eons( iited to at the Ila^ue. U(K)a 
the receipt ot thi-t iiil* lli};enee, the face of thiiigi at 
that place was imiiu (li.itely altered, and the necef- 
0ary onh-is were tr nisiniin-d lo the tror>ps (which 
lay most niiuAr. fiom thence) to move tuwaid<» die 
plaee ol i'eiidc/A(/tis witli all <'X|M'dition. 'I'he enemy 
liecm also lo pnpiire tor the field, and have at pre^ 
Kent diavMi to^rijier twenty-five thousand men io 
the pl.iin>of Iau'a. Maish.il Villai's ii at the, bead 
of llio.e tr<;(ips; andhas^iven the generaU under 
his command all possible assurances, that he willturu 
the f iic oi the war to tlic advaiiia^e of hi.H iiiohtex* 
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They write from the Hague of the seventh, that 
lonsieur Kouille . had received orders from thc2 
lourt of Franco, to signif/ to the Stntcs-G< neral, 
[id the Mmisters of the Hidi Allies, tliat the Kintr 
juld not consc^nt to the preliminaries of a treaty of 
cace^ as it was oftered to him by Monsieur Torcy. 
*hc great difficuhy is the business of Spain, on 
diich particuhir his Ministers scemfd only to say, 
uring tlic treaty, that it was not so immediately 
ndcr tlieir master's direction, as that he could en- 
age for its being relinquished by the Duke of An- 
»u } but now he positively answers, that he cannot 
amply with what his Minister has promised in hia 
eiialf ; even in such points as arc wholly in him- 
;lf to act in, or not. This has had no other cllect 
lan togivc the alliance fresh arguments for being 
iffident of engagements entered into by France, 
'he Pensioner made a report of all which this Mi- 
istcr had declared to the Deputies of the States- 
rencral, and all things turn towards a vigorous war. 
'he Duke of Marlborough designed to leave the 
[ague within two days^ in order to put himself at 
K head of the army, which is to assemble on the 
^Cntecnth instant between tlie Scheld and the Lis. 
k fleet of eighty sail, laden witli corn from the 
altic, is arrived in the Texel. The States have 
snt circular letters to all the provinces, to notify 
lis change of afialrs, and animate their subjects to 
ew resolutions in defence of their count ry. 

IVom my own jipartmcnt, May 31. 

Tliepublick is not so little my concern, though I 
n but a student, as that 1 should not interest niy- 
df in the present great things in agitation. I am 
ill of opinion the French King will sign the pn^li- 
linaries. With that view, I have sent him, by 
\y familiar^ the following cpisde, aud admonished. 

VOL. I. K 
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bill), on ptln of what I aball uy of Mm to fiUwe ge« 
neratioD^ to act with ainccritx on thia occarioo. ' 

*' Lomiom, Jfayji. 

/' IiAAC BicKiaiTAyy, Eiqnire« of Ckeat Britalo, 
to Lawn XIV. of France. 

<' Tho lurpriasn^ newi whijch arrifod tUa dajr^ of 
your Majoity a having refiued to i ijp the tieatj yoia 
MiniSeri have in a manner lued lor, ia what dvea 
ground to thia application to your Majesty^ troni 
one, whme name, perhaps, i« too obicure to have 
ever reached your territoric*^ but one who* with 
all the European world, ia afiected with voor deter* 
minationa : therefore, aa it ia mine and tne oonunoa 
cauie of mankind^ I presume to expostulate with 
you on this occasion. It will^ I doubt not, appear 
to the vnlgar extravagant, thot the actions of a 
mighty Prince should be balancrd by the censure of 
a private man, who^e approbation or dislike are 
equally contemptible in tJieir eyes, when they ie« 
gard the thrones of sovereigns, iiut your Majesty 
has shewn, through tlie whole courne of your reign, 
too great a value for liberal arts, to be iusensiUe 
that true fame lies only in Uie liands of learned men, 
by whom it is to be trHnsmittcd to futurity, with 
nmrkfl of honour or reproach to the end of time. 
1'he (late of htiman life is t(x> short to recompence 
the cares which attend the most private condition i 
therefore ii is, thtit our souls are made, as it were, 
toci blp: for it ; and extend tiutmselves in the pros- 
pect of a longer existence, in a good fame, andme- 
mory of worthy actions, afteir our decease. The 
whole rare of men have tliis passion in some degree 
implanted in their bosoms ; which is ttie strongest 
ond n(;hlcKt ln(!itation to honest attempts : but (he 
base xxse of tlie arts of pcacc^ eloqueuce, poeti^ 



NQ 23 V tATLER. 183 

and all the f>arts of learning, have been possessed by 
souls so unworthy of those faculties, tliat the names 
and appellations of things have been confounded by 
the labours and writings of prostituted men, who 
have stamped a reputation upon such actions as arc 
in themselves the objects of contempt and disgrace. 
This is that which has misled your Majesty in the 
conduct of your reign, and made that life, which 
might have been the most imitable, the most to be 
avoided. To this it is, that the great and excellent 
qualities, of which your Majesty is master, are lost 
in their application j and your Majesty has been 
carrying on for many years the most cruel tyranny, 
with all the noble methods which are used to sup- 
port a just reign. Thus it is, tliat it avails nothing 
that you are a bountiful master ; that you are so 
generous as to reward even the unsuccessful with 
honour and riches } that no laudable action passes 
unrewarded in your kingdom 5 that you have searched 
all nations for obscure merit : in a word, that you 
are in your private character endowed with every 
princely quality ; when all that is subjected to un- 
just and ill-taught ambition, which, to the injury 
of the world, is gilded by those endowments. How- 
ever, if your Majesty will condescend to look into 
your own soul, and consider all its faculties and 
weaknesses with impartiality ; if you will but be 
convinced, that life is supported in you by the or- 
dinary methods of food, rest, and sleep ; you will 
then think it impossible that you could ever be so 
much imposed on, as to have been wrought into a 
belief, that so many thousands of the same make 
with yourself were formed by Providence for no 
other end, but by the hazard of their very being to 
extend the conquests and glory of an individual of 
their own species. A very little reflection will con-« 

R 2 
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vince your Majesty, that such canDOt be the intent 
of the Creator j and, if not, what horror must it 
give your Majesty to think of the vast devastatioos 
your ambition has made among your fellow-crea- 
tures ! While the warmth of youth, the flattery of 
crowds, and a continual series of success and tri- 
umph, indulged your Majesty in this illusion of 
rhiud, it was less to be wondered at, that you pro- 
ceeded in this mistaken pursuit of grandeur 5 but 
when age, disappointments, public calamities, per- 
sonal distempers, and the reverse of all that makes 
men forget their true being, are fallen upon you j 
heavens ! is it possible you can live without re- 
morse ? Can the wretched man be a tyrant ? can 
grief study torments ? can sorrow be cruel ? 

'' Your Majesty will observe, I do not bring 
against you a railing accusation ', but, as you are a 
strict professor of religion, I beseech your Majesty 
to stop the effusion of blood, by receiving the op- 
portunity which presents itself for the preser\'ation 
of your distressed people. Be no longer so infatut 
ated, as to hope for renown from murder and vio- 
lence y but consider that the great day will come, 
in which this world and all its glory shall change 
in a moment; when nature shall sicken, apd the 
earth and sea give up the bodies committed to them, 
to appear before the last tribunal. Will it then, 
King ! be an answer for the lives of millions, who 
ha\ e fallen by the sword, ' They perished for my 
glory ?' That day will come on ; and one like it is 
immediately approaching : injured nations advance 
towards thy habitation j vengeance has begun its 
march, which is to be diverted only by the peni- 
tence of the oppressor. Awake, O Monarch, from 
thy lethargy I disdain the abuses thou hast received) 
pull down the statue whi^h calls thee immortal ] b^ 
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nily great : tear thy purple, and put on sackcloth* 
'' I am, 

thy generous enemy, 

Isaac 3ickerstaff/^ 
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^icquid agunt homi»es 

nostri at farrago Uhelli, 

JUV^Sat. I. 8s, &6, 

Whate'er roen do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our moiley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

TFhites Chocolate- house, June 2. 

sr my paper of the twenty-eighth of the last month 
mentioned several characters which want expla- 
lation to the generality of readers : among others, 1 
poke of a Pretty Fello^i\ I have since received a kind 
dmonition in a letter, to take care that I do not 
►mit to shew also what is meant by a very pretty 
'cUow 5 which is to be allowed as a character by 
tself, and a person exalted above the other by a pe- 
uliar sprighdiness ; as one who, by a distinguishing 
igour, outstrips his companions, and has thereby 
eserved and obtained a particular appellation or 
ick-name of familiarity. Some have this distinc- 
ion from the fair sex, who are so generous as to 
akc into their protection such as are laughed at by 
he men, and place them for that reason in degrees 
f favour. 
The chief of this sort is Colonel Brunett, who is 
0ian of fashion^ because he will be so ; and prac* 

»3 
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tises a very janty way of behaviour, because he is 
too careless to know when he offends, and too san- 
guine to be mortified if hfe did know it. Thus the 
Colohel has met with a town ready to receive him, 
and cannot possibly see why he should not make 
use of their favour, and set himself in the first de- 
gree of conversation. Therefore he is very success- 
fully loud among the wits, and familiar among the 
ladies, and dissolute among the rakes : thus he is 
admitted in one place, because he is so in another) 
and every man treats Brunett well, not out of his 
particular esteem for him, but in respect to the opi» 
nion of others. It is to me a solid pleasure to see 
the world thus mistaken on the good-natured side j 
for, it is ten to one but the Colonel mounts into a 
General officer, marries a fine lady, and is master 
of a good estate, before they come to explain upon 
him. What gives most delight to me in this obser- 
vation is, that all this arises from pure nature, and 
the Colonel can account for his success no more than 
those by whom he succeeds. For tliese causes and 
considerations, I pronounce him a true woman's 
man, and in the first degree " A very pretty Fel- 
low." 

The next to a man of this universal genius is one 
who is peculiarly formed for the service of the la- 
dies, and his merit chiefly is to be of no consequence. 
I am, indeed, a little in doubt, whether he ought 
not rather to be called a very Happy, than a venr 
Pretty Fellow ? for he is adniitted at all hours ; all 
he says or does, which would offend in another, arc 
passed over in him ; and all actions and speeches 
which please, doubly pleasft if they come from him : 
no one wonders or takes notice when he is wrong ; 
but all admire him when he is in the right. By the 
way, it is fit to remark, that there are people of 
better sense than these^ who endeavour at this cha« 
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racter^ but they are out of nature; and though, 
with some industry, they get the characters of fools, 
they cannot arrive to be veruy seldom to be merely 
•' iTCtty Fellows." But, wnere nature has formed 
a person for this station amongst men, he is gifted 
with a peculiar genius for success, and his very er- 
rors and absurdities contribute to it 3 this felicity 
attending him to his life's end : for, it being in a 
manner necessary that he should bo of no conse- 
quence, he is as well in old age as youth ; and I 
know a man, whose son has been some years a 
" Pretty Fellow," who is himself at this hour a 
VBRY Pretty Fellow. 

One must move tenderly in this place ; for we 
^e now in the ladies lodgings, and speaking of 
such as are supported by their influence and favour; 
against which there is not, neither ought tliere to 
be, any dispute or observation : but when we come 
into more free air, one may talk a little more ac 
large. 

Give me leave then to mention three, whom I do 
not doubt but we shall see make considerable figures ; 
and these are such as for their Bacchanalian per- 
formances must be admitted into this order. They 
are three brothers lately landed from Holland : as 
yet, indeed, they have not made their public entry, 
but lodge and converse at Wapping. They have 
merited already on the water-side particular titles : 
the first is called Hogshead; the second, Culverin ; 
and the third, Musquet. This fraternity is prepa- 
ring for our end of the town by their ability in the 
exercise^ of Bacchus, and measure their time and 
merit by liquid weight, and power of drinking. 
Hogshead is a prettier fellow than Culverin, by two 
quarts ; and Culverin than Musquet, by a full pint. 
it is to be feared Hogshead is so often too full, aud 



188 TATLER. V 244 

Culvcrin overloaded, that Miisquct will be the only 
lasting Very Pretty Fellow of the three. 

A third sort of this denomination is such ss, hy 
very daring adventures in love, have purchased ta 
themselves renown and new names ; as Jo Cany^ 
for his excessive strength and vigour -, Tom Dry- 
bones, for his generous loss of youth and health j 
and Cancium, for his meritorious rottenness. 

These gre-at and leading spirits areprop6sed to all 
such of our British youth as would arrive at perfec- 
tion in these diflcrent kinds ; and if their parts and 
accomplishments were well imitated, it is not 
doubted but that our nation would soon excel all 
others in wit and arts, as they already do in arras. 

N. B. The gentleman who stole Betty Pepin* 
may own it, for he is allowed to^be "a very 
Pretty Fellow." 

But we must proceed to the explanation of other 
terms in our writings. 

To know what a Toast is in the country gives aa 
much perplexity as Aw herself does in town: and 
indeed thtt learned ditlVr very much upon the ori- 
ginal of tills word, and the acceptation of it among 
liie moderns : luAvevcr, it is by all agreed to have 
a joyous and clienrful inipcrt. A toast, in a cold 
morning, heightened by nutmeg, and sweetened 
widi sugar, has for many ages been given to our 
rural dispcn^^crs of justice, before they entered upon 
c:n:s.'s^ and hns been of great and politic use to take 
oti' the severity of their sentences ; but has, indeed, 
been remarkable for onr ill effect, that it inclines 
those who use it immoderately to speak Latin 5 to 

* The kertt mistress of a knight of t))c shire near Brentfordi 
who squandered his cstaie on women, and ia conlestctl dec* 
tions. 
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the admiration rather than information of an audi- 
ence. This application of a tonst makes it very 
t)bvious, that the word may, without a mctaj)hor, 
be understood as an apt name for a thing which 
raises us in the most sovereign degree : but many 
of the wits of tlic last age will assert, that the word, 
in its present sense, was known among them in 
their youth, and had its rise from an accident at 
the town of Bath, in the reign of King Charles tho 
Second. 

It happened that, on a public day, a celebrated 
Beauty of those times was m the Cross Bath, and 
one of the crowd of lier admirers took a glass of 
the water in which the fair one stood, and drank 
her health to the company. There was in the 
place a gay fellow half fuddled, who offered to 
jump in, and swore, though he liked not the Tujuor, 
lie would have the toast. He was opposed in hU 
resolution 5 yet this whim gave foundation to the 
present honour which is done to the huly we men- 
tion in our liquors 3 who has ever since been called 
a Toast. 

Though this institution had so trivial a beginning, 
it is now elevated into a formal order; and that 
happy virgin, who is received and drunk to at their 
meetings, has no more to do in this life but to 
judge and accept of the first good offer. The man- 
ner of her inauguration is much like that of the 
choice of a Doge in Venice: it is pcrformeil by bal- 
loting ; and when she is so chosen, she reigns in- 
disputably for that ensuing year; but must be electrd 
a-new to prolong her empire a moipent beyond it. 
When she is regularly chosen, her nqme is writteix 
with a diamond on a drinking-glass^. The hiero- 

* It was the fashion of the time, to inKcriho verses thus to the 
feiguing beautiee. Several of these sprightly pioUuctionSi f* avv 
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glyphic of the diamond is to shew her, that her va- 
lue is imaginary ; and that of the glass to acquaint 
her, that her condition is ifrail, and depends on the 
hand which holds her. This. wise design admo- 
nishes her, neithet- to over-rate or depreciate her 
charms 5 as well considering and applying, that it 
is perfectly according to the humour and taste of the 
company, whether the toast is eaten, or left as an 
olfal. 

The foremost of the whole rank of toasts, and the 
- most indisputed in their present empire, are Mrs. 
Gatty and Mrs. Frontlet : the first an agreeablej 
the second an awful beauty;. These ladies are per- 
fect friends, out of a knowledge, that their perfec- 
tions are too different to stand in competition. He 
that likes Gatty can have no relish fbr so solemn a 
creature as Frontlet; and an admirer of Frontlet 
will call Gatty a maypole girl : Gatty for ever smiles 
upon you ; and Frontlet disdains to see you smile* 
Gatty's love is a shining quick flame j Frontlet's, a 
slow wasting fire. Gatty likes the man that diverts 
her ', Frontlet, him who adores her. Gatty always 
improves the soil in which she travels > Frontlet lays 
waste the country. Gatty does not only smile, but 
laughs at her lover 5 Frontlet not only looks serious, 
but frowns at him. All the men of wit (and cox- 
combs their followers) are professed servants of 
Gatty ', the politicians and pretenders give solemn 
worship to Frontlet. Their reign will be best 
judged of by its duration. Frontlet will never be 
chosen more 5 and Gatty is a toast for life. 

the toasting-glasscsof ihc Kit-cat Club," by the L^nls Vf»\M, 
Wharton, Lansdowne, and Carbury, by Mr. Maynwamw* 
and other poetical mennbers of that ingenious society, may b« 
teen in Nichols's " Select Collection of Miscclbny ?otw»i' 
Vol. V. pp. 168-^178. 276. 
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Sjt. Jameses Coffee-house, June j. 

:crs from Hamburgh of the seventh instant, 
inform us, that no art or cost is omitted to 

the stay of his Danish Majcbty at Dresden 
ble ; but there are various speculations upon 
iterview between King Augustus and that 
;, many putting politic constructions upon hi» 
h Majesty's arri>al at a time when his troops 
arching out of Hungary, with orders to pass 
jh Saxony, where it is given out, that they 
> be recruited. It is said also, that several 

senators have invited King Augustus to re- 
nto Poland. His Majesty of Sweden, accord- 
» the same advices, has passed the Nieper with- 
ly opposition from the Muscovites, and advances 
ill possible expedition towards Volhinia, where 
'oposes to join King Stanislaus and General 
au. 
B hear from Bern of the first instant, N. S. that 

is not a province in France, from whence the 
t is not apprehensive of receiving accounts of 
Q emotions, occasioned by the want of com. 
general diet of the thirteen cantons is assembled 
iden, but have not yet entered upon business -, 
at the affair of Tockenburgh is yet at a stand, 
tters from the Hague, dated the eleventh in- 
, N. S. advise, that Monsieur Rouillc having 
ainted the Ministers of the allies, that his 
er had refused to ratify the preliminaries of a 
y adjusted with Monsieur Torcy, set out for 
I on Sunday morning. The same day the fo- 
i Ministers met a committee of the States-ge- 
I, where Monsieur Van Hessen opened the bu- 
is upon which they were assembled, and in a 

warm discourse laid before them the conduct 
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of France in the late negotiations, representing 
the abject manner in which she had laid open her 
own distresses, tliat reduced her to a compliance 
with the demands of all the allies, and her meanness 
in receding from tliose points to which Monsieur 
Torcy had consented. The respective Ministers of 
each potentate of the alliance severally expressed 
their resentment of the faithless behaviom* of the 
French, and gave each other mutual assurances of 
the constancy and resolution of their principals, to 
proceed with the utmost vigour against the common 
enemy. His Grace the Duke of Marlborough set 
out from the Hague on the ninth of the afternoon, 
and lay that night at Rotterdam, from whence at 
four the next morning he proceeded towards Ant- 
werp, with a design to reach Ghent tlie next day. 
All tlie troops in the Low Countries are in motion 
towards the general rendezvous between the Scheld 
and the Lis : the whole army will be formed on the 
twelfth instant ; and it is said, that on the four- 
teenth they will advance towards the enemy's coun- 
try. In the mean time the Marshal de Villars has 
assembled the French forces between Lens, La Bas- 
see, and Douay. 

Yesterday morning Sir John Norris, with the 
squadron under his command, sailed from tlic. 
Downs for Holland. 

From my own Apartment, June 3, 

I have the honour of the following letter from a 
gentleman whom I receive into my family, and or- 
der tlie heralds at arms to enroll him accordingly : 

" Mr. BickerstafF, 

*^ Though you have excluded me the honour of 
your family, yet I have ventured to correspond with 
the same great persons as yourself, and have wrote 
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ost to the King of France ; though I am in a 
er unknown in his country^ and have not been 
here these many months c 

" TO LEWIS LE GRAND. 

** Though in your country I'm unknown, 

Yet^ Sir, 1 must advise you ; 
Of late to poor and mean you Ve grown. 

That all the world despise you. 

Here vermin eat your Majesty, 

There meagre subjects stand unfed; 
V/hat surer signs of poverty. 

Than many lice and little bread ? 

Then, Sir, the present minute chusef 

Our armies are advanced : 
Those terms you at the Hague refuse. 

At Paris won't be granted. 

Consider this, and Dunkirk raze, 

And Anna's title own ; 
Send one Pretender out to graze, 

And call the other home. 

'* Your humble servant, 
'^ B&SAD THB Staff of Life/' 



L. I. 
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S^ieqaid spint btmimi 

tmtri i$t fsrrsft IMH^ 

JUT. Sat 1. 15, U. 

WhAte'er men do, cnr nj, or fhink, or 4rtMi| 

Our muiky paper leizet tor iu tbcoM. ?• 

Whitens Chocolate-house, June 6. 

A Letter from a young lady, written in the most 
passionate ternis, wherein she lamenti tbe misfor- 
tune of a gtntleman, her lover^ who was lately 
wonnded in a duel^ has turned my Choagfats to that 
subject; and inclined me to examine into tke causes 
"which precipitate men into so £ital a folly* And as 
it has be). II proposed to treat of subjects of gallantry 
in the article from hence^ and no one point in na- 
ture is more proper to be considered by the company 
vho frequent this place than that of duels^ it is 
worth our consideration to examine into this chime- 
rical groundless humour, and to lay every other 
thouglit a'iidc, until we have stripped it of all its 
false pretences to credit and reputation amongst 
men. 

But I must confess, when I consider what I am 
going about, and run over in my imagination all tbe 
cndkss crowd of men of honour who will be of- 
fcn(tcd at such a discourse ', I am undertaking, me- 
thinks, a work worthy an invulnerable hero in ro- 
mance, rather than a private gentleman with a sin- 
gle rapier : but as I am pretty well acquainted, by 
great o])portunilics, with the nature of man, and 
know of a truth that all men fight against their 
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Will, the danger vanishes, and resolution rises uport 
this subject. For this reason, I shall talk very freely 
OQ a custom which all men wish exploded, though 
soman has courage enough to resist it. 

But there is one unintelligible word, which I fear 
ttill extremelv perplex my dissertation, and I con- 
fess to you I find very hard to explain ; which is 
the term "satisfaction." An honest country gen- 
tenan had the misfortune to fall into company with 
two or three modern men of honour, where he hap- 
pened to be very ill treated j and one of the com- 
pany, being conscious of his offence, sends a note 
to moi in the morning, and tells him, he was ready 
to give him satis/action. " This id fine doing,*' 
says the plain fellow ; " last night he sent me away 
cursedly out of humour, and this morning he fan- 
cies it would be a satisfaction to be run through the 
kidyj' 

As the matter at present stands, it is not to do 
liandsome actions denominates a man of honour ; it 
is enough if he dares to defend ill ones. Thus you 
oflen see a common sharper in competition with a 
gentleman of the first rank -, though all mankind is 
oonvinced, that a fighting gamester is only a pick- 
pocket with the courage of an highwayman. One 
cannot with anv patience reflect on the unaccount- 
able jumble of persons and things in this town and 
nation ; which occasions very frequently, that sr 
brave man falls by a hand below that of a common 
hangman, and yet his executioner escapes the 
dutches of the hangman for doing it. I shall there- 
fore hereafter consider^ how the bravest men in 
other ages and nations have behaved themselves 
upon such incidents as we decide by combat ; and 
shew, from their practice, that this resentment nei-» 
ther has its foundation from true reason or solid 
fame; but b an imposture, made of cowardice^ 

S2 
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lalshood, and want of understanding. For tliis 
work, a good history of quarrels would be very edi- 
fying to the publick; and I apply myself to the 
town for particulars and circumstances within their 
knowledge, which may serve to embellish the dis- 
sertation with proper cuts. Most of the quarrels I 
have ever known, have proceeded from someva* 
liant coxcomb's persisting in the wrong, to defend 
some prevailing folly, and preserve himself from 
the ingenuousness of owning a mistake. 

By this means it is called '' giving a man satis* 
faction," to urge your offence against him with your 
sword ; which puts me in mind of Peter's order to 
the keeper, in The Tale of a Tub : *^ if you neglect 
to do all this, damn you and your generation fx 
ever J and so we bid you heartily farewell." If the 
contradiction in the very terms of one of oar chal» 
Icnges were as well explained and turned into down- 
right English, would it not run after this manner? 

'' Sir, 

'^ Your extraordinary behaviour last night, and 
the liberty you were pleased to take with me, make^ 
me this morning give you this, to tell you, because 
you are an ill-bred puppy, I will meet you in Hyde- 
park an hour hence ; and because you want botb 
breeding and humanity, I desire you would come 
with a pistol in your hand, on horseback, and en-r 
deavour to shoot me through the head, to teach 
you more manners. Jf you fail of doing mc tiu^ 
pleasure, I shall say you are a rascal on every post 
in town : and so, Sir, if you will not injure mc 
jr.pre, I shall never forgive what you have done al- 
rt-ady. Pray, Sir, do not fail of getting every thing 
ready ^ and you will infinitely oblige, Sir^ you^ 
most obedient humble servant, &c«" 



From my own Apattmeni, June &, 

Among the many employments I am ncccssaril;y* 
fat upon by my friends, that of giving advice is the 
ifmst uawelcome to me; and, Indeed, I am forced 
to use a Uttle art in the matter j for, some people 
"will ask counsel of you, when they have already 
acted what they tell you is still under deliberation. 
J had almost lost a very good friend the other day, 
"who camie to know ** how I liked his design to 
many such a bdy ?'* I answered, " By no means j 
and I must be positive against it, for very solid rea- 
son^,, which arc not proper to be communicated.'* 
•* Not proper to be communicated !" said he, with 
9^ grave air; *' I will know tlie bottom of this." I 
»aw him moved, and knew from thence he m as al- 
ready determined ; tlierefore evaded it by saying, 
" To tell you the truth, dear Frank, of all women 
Eving, I would have her myself." *' Isaac," said 
lie, '* thou art toa late, for we have been botli one. 
Idiese two months." 

I learned this caution by a gentleman's consulting 
me formerly about his son. He railed at his damned 
extravagance, and told me, *Mn a very little time 
ie would beggar him by the exorbitant bills which 
came from Oxford every quarter." '* Make the 
cogue bite upon the bridle," said I ; " pay none of 
liis bills ; it will but encourage him to further tres- 
passes." He looked plaguy sour at me. His son 
sooa after sent up a paper of verses, forsooth, in 
print, on the last public occasion ; upon which, he 
is convinced the boy has parts, and a lad of spirit 
IS not to be too much cramped in his maintenance. 
Jest he take ijl courses. Neither fatiicr nor sou cai^ 
ever since enijure the sight of nije. 

&3 
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These sort of pccplr ask opinions only out of the 
fulness of ilicir Iicart on the subject of their per- 
plexity, and not from a desire of information. 

Thcr?5 is nothing so easy as to find ont which opi- 
nion the man in doubt has a mind to ; therefore the 
sure way is to tell him, that is certainly to be chosen. 
Then yoU arc to be very clear and positive ; leave 
no handle for scruple. *' Bless me ! Sir, there is no 
room for a question!*' This rivets you into bis 
licart ; for you at once applatd his wisdom, and 
gratify his inclination. However, I had too much 
bowels to be insincere to a man who came yesterday 
to know of me, with which, of two eminent men 
in the city, he should place his son ? *I*hcir names 
are Paulo and Avaro. This gave me much debate 
with myself; because not only the fortune of the 
youth, but his virtue also, dependcth upon this 
choice. The men are equnlly wealthy ; but they 
differ in thfc use and application of their riches, 
which you immediately see upon entering their 
doors. 

The habitation of Paulo has at once the air of a 
nobleman and a merchant. You see the servants 
act with affection to their master, and satisfaction 
in themselves ; the master meets you with an open 
countenance, ful! of bene vol ence and integrity : your 
business is dispatched with that confidence and wel- 
come which always accompany honest minds. His 
table is the image of plenty and generosity, sup- 
ported by justice and frugality. After we had dined 
here, our aflair was to visit Avaro. Out comes an 
awkward fellow, with a careful countenance; " Sir, 
would you speak with my master ? may I crave your 
name ?" After the first preamble, he leads us into 
a noble solitude, a great house that seen>ed unin- 
habited 5 "^ut from the end of the spacious hall 
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8 towards us Avaro; with a suspicious aspect, 
he had believed us thieves 3 and, as for 
>art> I approached him as if I knew him a 
urse. We fell into discourse of his noble 
Ing, and the great estate all the world knew 
id to enjoy in it; and I, to plague him, began 
>mmen(i Paulo*8 way of living. ** Paulo/* an- 
id Avaro, " is a very good man 5 but we, who 
smaller estates, must cut ouf coat according to 
cloth/* " Nay/* says I, " every man knows 
^n circumstances best ; you are in the right, if 
lave not wherewithal/* He looked very sour i 
. is, yon must know, the utmost vanity of a 
i-spirited rich man to be contradicted wlien he 

himself poor : but I resolved to vex him, by 
mting to all he said ; the main design of which 

that he would have us find out, he was one 
e wealthiest men in London, and lived like a 
ar. We left him, and took a torn on the Ex- 
ge. My friend was ravished with Avaro. 
lis,'* said he, " is certainly a sure man/* I 
'adicted him with much warmth, and summed 
heir different characters as well as I could /^ 
lis Paulo/' said I, *' grows wealthy by being a 
non good; Avaro, by being a general evil: 
has the art, Avaro the craft of trade. When 
gains, all men he deals with are the better ; 
lever Avaro profits, another certainly loses. la 
rd, Paulo is a citizen, and Avaro a cit/* I con« 
id my friend, and carried the young gentleman 
lext day to Paulo, where he will learn the way 

to gain and enjoy a good fortune. And thougn 
mot say I have, by keeping him from Avaro» 
i him from the gallows, I have prevented his 
rving it every day he lives : for with Paulo he 
be an honest man^ without being so for fear of 
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tlie law ; as with Avaro he would have f>een a vil^ 
lain within the protection of it;. 

St. James's Cqffise-housf, June 6, 

We hear from Vienna of the first instant, thi| 
Baron Imhoff, who attended her Catholic Majesty 
witli the character of Envoy from the Dnjce of WoU 
fembuttel, was returned thither. That Minister 
brought an account, that Major-general Stanhope^ 
\\ itb the troops which embarked at Naples, was fe* 
tamed to Barcelona. We hear from Berlin, by ad- 
vices of the eighth instant, that his Prussian Majesty 
had received an account from his Minister at Dres- 
den, that the King of Denmark desired to meet hh 
Mnjesty at Magdeburg. The King of Prussia hM 
sent for answer, that his present indisposition will 
not admit of so great a journey ; but has sent the 
King a very pressing invitation to come to Berlin or 
Potsdam. These advices say, that the Minister of 
tlie King of Sweden has produced a letter from bis 
master to the King of Poland, dated from Botizau 
tlie thirtieth of March, O. S. wherein he acquaints 
iiini, that he has been successful against the Mus- 
covites in all the actions which have happened since 
his march into their country. Great numbers have 
revolted to the Swedes since Greneral Mazeppa went 
over to that side -, and as many as have done so have 
taken solemn oaths to adhere to the interests of hii 
Swedish Majesty. 

Advices from the Hague of the fourteenth instant, 
N. S. say, that all things tended to a vigorous and 
active campaign ; tlie allies having strong resent- 
ments against the late behaviour of the Court of 
I'Vance ; and the French using all possible endea- 
vours to animate their men to dejend their country 
against a victorious and exasperated enemy. Mou- 
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»icur Kouille had passed through Brussels without 
irisiting either the Duke of Marlborough or Prince 
XugCDC, who were both there at that time. The 
State* have met, and publicly declared their satis- 
ibctiou m th« conduct of their Deputies during the 
whole treaty. Letters from France say, that the 
Court IS resolved to put all to the issue of the en- 
sutng campaign. In the mean time, they have or- 
dttei the preliminary treaty to be published, witJi 
•bservations upoB each article, in order to quiet tiier 
miuds of the people, and persuade them, that it 
las not been in the power of the King to procure 
z peace, but to the diminution of his Majesty's 
glorVy and the hazard of his dominions. His Grace 
the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene ar-* 
lived at Glient on Wednesday last, where, at an 
assembly of all the General officers, it was thought 
yropeFj by reason of the great rains which have 
fetely fallen, to defer forming a camp, or bringing 
the troops together j but, 9s soon as the weather 
would ^rmit^ tQ march upon the eiiemy witU al) 
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nofiri efi fartago Jibellu 

JUV. Sat. 1. 85, 8^ 

Wbate*er mea do,^ or sny, or think, or dream^ 

OiM> motley paper feaes for its tlienie. P% 

from my own Apartment, June 5. 

} H4VE read the following letter with delight ancj 
fpurobatioa >. and I hereby order Mr, Kidney at St^ 



James's, and Sir Thomas at White's (wlio apesof 
clerks for enrolling all men in their different classes^ 
before they presiihie to drink tea or chocolate in the* 
places), to take care that the persons within tlie de- 
scriptions in the letter be admitted aiid excluded^ 
according to my friend's remonstrance, 

" Sir, June 6, 1709. 

** Your paper of Saturday has raised up in n% » 
noble emulation to be recorded in die foremost rank 
c»f worthies therein mentioned : if" any regard be 
had to merit or industry, i may hop»c to succeed in 
the promotion ; for I have omitted no toil or ex- 
pence to be a proficient ; and if my friends do not 
iiattcr, they assure me 1 haVe not lost my time since 
1 came to town. To enumerate but a few particu- 
lars. There is hardly a' coachman I meet with, 
but desires to be excused taking me> because he 
has had me before. I have compounded \wo or 
three rapes ; and let out to hire as many bastards 
to beggars. I never 5aw above the first act of a 
play * J and as to my courage, it is weH known I 
ha\ e more than once had sufficient witnesses of my 
drawing my sword both in tavern iand play-house. 
3)r. Wall f is my particular friend ; and if it were 
any service to the publick to compose the difference 
between Martin f and Sintilaer f the Pearl-driller J, 
1 do not know a judge of more experience than my- 
Bt'lf \ lor in that I may say, with the poet, 

f>Uje re^h in -viHd mstri non pienet taboris ? 

*^ Wliai street resounds not with my great exploits ?" 

* At that time, it seems ns if the money wis retnrDed to 
tuch as withdrew at the end oF tl^e fiist net. 

f Three praciitioiiers io phyFJc or surgery of some oole at 
th:»t lime for cuiing disc.ves contracted by debaucl.eiy. 

X A term, rendered imititelligible by time. 



I omit other less particulars, the necessary conse- 
quence of greater actions. But my- reason for trou- 
bluvg you at this present is, to put a stop, if it may 
i)e, to an insinuating increasing set of people, who, 
•ticking to the letter of your treatise, and not to the 
spirit of it, do assume the name of " Pretty Fel- 
lows ;" nay, and eyen get new n^mes, as you veiy 
well hint. Some of them I have heard calling to 
one another as I have sat at White's and St. James's, 
by the names of Hetty, Nelly, and so forth. You 
see them accost each other with efieminate aiis : 
they have their signs and tokens like freemasons* 
They rail at woman- kind -, receive visits on their 
beds in gowns, and do a thousand other unintelli- 
gible prettinesses that I cannot tell what to maKe 
of. I therefore heartily desire you would exclude 
all this sort of anrmals. 

" There is another matter I foresee an ill conse- 
quence from, that may be timely prevented by pru- 
dence; which is, that for the last fortniglit prodi- 
gious shoals of volunteers have gone over to bully 
the French, upon hearing the peace was just sign- 
ing; and this is so true, that 1 <;an assure you, all 
ingrossing work about the Tem])le is risen above 
three shillings in tlie pound for want of hands. Now 
as it is possible, some little alteration of affairs may 
have broken their measures, and that they will post 
back again, I am under the last apprehension, tliat 
these will, at their return, all set up for ** Pretty 
Pellows," and thereby confound all merit and set- 
vice, and impose on us some new alteration in our 
night-cap wigs and pockets, unless you can provide 
a particular class for them. I cannot apply myself 
better than to you, and I am sure 1 speak the 
mind c^ a ycry great number, as deserving as my- 
self."' 
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Til'* j»ftrn4on< nf this corrrsjiomlent are wortlijr 
a p.iitU iiljr (li^iiiK li'fii ; lie raiitu>c iiiUct'd l>e ad- 
iiitttf il :i>» J ** IVf (t\ /' but U what wc nwn jmllf 
r.ili a •• Sii»:iif I'Vllox." Sr\cr to pay at tlic pby- 
li'iiisi* ill ill act 111' iru'.^iility iLat IrU you into iiif 
<-ti.trj( tf-r ; and lii^ rxpcdiciit in sciKliii^^ his cLildrcv 
l>r';!»imj \nion* liny r.in go, arc chaructcristical iu- 
t)iaii('<-i ili.'it l.r Ulon^s U» tliin class. 1 nrver saw 
tiir jMMitlrni.in ; hut J Know by his letter^ he hatij^ 
hisi-jnc t'l liiri btilton i and by »ome lines ut* it t»r 
blioul'l wf'.ir yv\-\itM'\id iliu<-k ; whicii are tshvu&jl 
p.irt:« «j1' the habit bi'longing tu the order of ** Suiiut 

l''tIli.'A.l. " 

My l;injili;ir is returned with the following lett/t 
liuni (he i'lr ill h lvij)g. 

•* Vet sailli'i, June ^, ijoju 
" Lfwi!» XIV. to Isaac Bic&erstaff, £»(]. 

'' Sir, 

•• 1 have ymir epUtle, and must take the libdly 
fn My, tliat there him !)een a time, when there were 
yr\nrn\\^ .spirits in (jreat Hritain, who wonkl not 
Juvc iiiitlereii my name to be Ueate^l with the fanti- 
liarity you think ht to use. 1 thought lif^rral incii 
wouhi not be Hurh time-servers, aa to falJ ii|>on a 
man because his fnends are not in power. But. 
having some concern ior what you may transmit to 
poHterily concerning me, I am willing to kicp temi* 
with you, and make a recpiest to yuu, which is, 
that you would give my service to the nineteenth 
ecjilury (il'ever you or yours reach them), and tril 
(iiem, that 1 have settled all matters between tlicm 
and me by Monsieur Builcau. X should be glaJ lo 
•ce you here." 
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It is very odd, this prince should offer to invite 
itoe into his dominions, or believe I should accept 
the invitation. No, no, 1 remember too well how 
he served an ingenious gentleman, a friend of mine, 
whom he locked up in the Bastile for no reason in 
the world, but because he was a wit, and feared he 
might mention him with justice in some of hii 
writings. His way is, that all men of sense are pre- 
ferred, banished, or imprisoned. He has indeed a 
sort of justice in him, like that of the gamesters ; 
for if a stander-by sees one at play cheat, he has a 
right to come in for shares, as knowing the mys- 
teries of the game *. 

This is a very wise and just maxim -, and if I have 
not left at Mr. Morphew's, directed to me, bank 
bills for two hundred pounds, on or before tliis day 
sevennight, I shall tell how Tom Cash got his 
estate. I expect three hundred pounds of Mr. 
Soilett, for concealing all the money he has lent to 
himself, and his landed friend bound with him at 
thirty per cent, at his scrivener's. Absolute princes 
make people pay what they please in deference to 
their power : I do not know why I should not do 
the same, out of fear or respect to ray knowledge. 
I always presence decorums and civilities to the fair 
•ex : therefore, if a certain lady, who left her 
coach at the New Exchange door in the Strand, 
and whipt down Durham-yard into a boat with a 
young gentleman for-Vauxhall f 3 I say, if she will 
•end me word, that I may give the fan which she 
dropped, and I found, to my sister Jenny, there 
•hall be no more said of it. I expect hush-money 
to be regularly sent for every folly or vice any one 

* Sir John Vanbrugh, who was once confined in the Bastilci 
is probably the person here alluded to. 
t In the Original Folio it is «* Fox-Hall.*» 
roL. I* t 
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commits in this whole town ; and hope, I may pre- 
tend to deserve it better than a chamber-maid or a 
valet de chamhre', they only whisper it to the little 
set of their companions; but I can tell it to all men 
living, or who are to live. Therefore I desire all 
my readers to pay their fines, or mend their lives. 

Whites Chocolate-house, June 8. 

My familiar being come from France, with an 
answer to my letter to Lewis pf that kingdom, in- 
stead of going on in a discourse of what he had seen 
in that court, he put on the immediate concern of a 
guardian, and fell to enquiring into my thoughts 
and adventures since bis journey. As short as his 
stay had been, I confessed I had had many occasions 
for his assistance in my conduct y but communicated 
to him my thoughts of putting all my force against 
the horrid and senseless custom of duels. ** If it 
were possible,** said he, '^ to laugh at things in 
themselves so deeply tragical as the impertinent pro- 
fusion of human life, I think I could divert you with 
a figure I saw just after my deatli, when the philo- 
sopher threw me, as I told you some days ago, into 
the pail of water. 

** You are to know that, when men leave the 
body, there are receptacles for them as soon as they 
depart, according to the manner in which they lived 
and died. At the very instant I was killed, there 
came away with me a spirit which had lost his body 
in a duel. We were both examined. Me the 
whole assembly looked at with kindness and pit)', 
but at the same time with an air of welcome and 
consolation : they pronounced me very happy» 
who had died in innocence ; and told me, * a 
quite different place was allotted to me, than that 
which was appointed for my companion 3 there 
being a great distance from the mansions of fg<;l5 



and innocents r though at the same time, said cue 
of the ghosts, there is a great affinity between an 
idiot who has been so for a long life, and a child 
tv'ho departs before maturity. But this gentleman 
who has affived with you is a fool of his own 
making, is ignorant out of choice, and will fare ac- 
cordingly.* The assembly began fo flock about him, 
and one said to him, * Sir, 1 observed you came in 
through the gate of persons murdered, and I desire 
to know what brought you to your untimely end ?' 
ile said, * he had been " a Second.'* Socrates 
(who may be said to have been murdered by tlie 
commonwealth of Athens) stood by, and began to 
draw tiear him, iti order, after his manner, to lead 
hini into a sense of his error by concessions in his 
own discourse. * Sir, said that divine and amicable 
spirit, what was the quarrel ?* He answered, * We 
shall know very suddenly, when the principal in the 
business comes, for he was desperately wounded 
before I fell.* * Sir, said the sage, had you an 
estate ?* ' Yes, ^ir, the new guest answered, I 
have left it in a very good^ condition, and made my 
will the night before this occasioft*' * Did you read 
it befofe you signed it ?* ' Yes, sure, Sir,* said the 
liew comer. Socrates replies, ' Could a man, that 
would not give his estate without reading the in- 
strument, dispose of his life without asking a ques- 
tion ?* That illustrious shade turned from him, and a 
croud of impertinent goblins, who had been drolls 
and parasites in their life-time, and were knocked 
on the head for their sauciness, came about my 
fellow-traveller, and made themselves very merry 
with questions about the words Cart and Tieice, and 
other terms of fencers. But his thoughts began to 
S'^ttle into reflection upon the adventure which had 
robbed him of his late being : and with a wretched 

T 2 
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s'm.'Ii, s.sM hr, How tcrriUle arc coovlrtlon ami guilt, 
vh 11 ill'.}' conic loo late ior pciiiience I" 

i'.jcokl was j^oing on iti ihis slrain, but he rt-co- 
\crcl from it, an*! told me, ** It was too soon to 
^\\c my (li-icoursc on this subject so serious a turn j 
yoi have chiefly to do with that part of mankind 
wliicli must be led into n flection by degrees, and 
y«ni must treat this custom with humour and raillery 
to i;{t an audience, before you con)e to pronoiuice 
sentence ujKjn it. There is foundation enough for 
rai^ing su< h entcrtaiimients, from the practice on 
tins (Kcaaion. Do not you know that often a man 
is called out of bed to follow implicitly a coxcomb 
(with whom he would not keep company on any 
other occasion) to ruin and death ? — Then, a good 
li.^t of such as are qualified by the laws of these un-> 
courteous men of chivalry to cuter into combat 
(who are often persons of honour without common 
honesty) j these, I say, ranged and drawn up in 
thrir proper order, would give an aversion to doing 
any thing in common with such as men laugh at 
and contenm. But to go through this work, yoi\ 
must not let your thoughts vary, or make excur- 
sions from your theme : consider, at tlic same 
tiiue, that the matter has been often treated by the 
ablest and greatest writers; yet that must not dis- 
courage you : for the properest person to handle it 
is (Jhc who has roved into mixed conversations, and 
must ha\e opportunities (which I shall gi\c you) 
of seeing these sort of nun in their pleasures and 
grntiiicalions, among which they pretend to reckon 
fighting. It was pleasantly enough said of a bully 
in France, when duels first bcgnn to be punished ; 
Tlic. King has taken away gaming and stage- 
playing, and now lighting loo ; how does he expect 
genllenu^n shall divert thcuisel\es f" 
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^icquld agunt bomlne v - 

noitri est farrago lihelli, 

JUV. Sat. 1.85, 86. 

Whate'cr men do, or say, or think, or dreani| 

Oar motley paper seizes for its tlieme. P. 

Whites Chocolate-house, June 9. 

ACOLET being gone a-scrolling among the men of 
le sword, in order to find out the secret causes of 
ie frequent disputes we meet with, and furnish me 
ith materials for my treatise on duelling; I have 
)om left to go on in ray information to ray country 
iaders> whereby they may understand the bright 
M>ple whose memoirs I have taken upon me to 
rite. But in my discourse of the twenty-eighth of 
le last months I omitted to mention the most 
jreeable of all bad characters, and tliat is, a 
ake. 

A Rake is a man always to be pitied ; and, if he 
^es, is one day '^srtainly reclaimed; for his faults 
•Qceed not fronftr choice or inclination, but from 
rong passFons and appetites, which are in youth 
o violent for the curb of reason, good sense, good 
anners, and good*nature : all which he must nave 
r nature and education, before he can be allowed 
» be, or to have been of this order. He is a poor 
iwieldy wretch, that commits faults out of the re- 
indance of his good qualities. His pity and com- 
issioQ make him sometimes a bubble to all his 
Hows, let them be never so much below him in 
idcrstandiog. His desires ruu away vtvlW \»xcw 

^ 3 
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lli!f»i h tlir •ifr<'n,'rili nrnl fune of a !i\c*Iy inia;i- 
ii.it!>. II, wliii li liiirrif t liiiii fin in iinl.iuhil plrasuns 
l)^l-'!f riM'iiii Ij.is j»owrr Io n»iiu' in t'l Iun rv'^ntr, 
'J 1. i-« uith :ill llic ;',<)f'<l iiitriilioiis in ih** uorld to 
;tiii' n<iinf'iit, t}iis rif-;itin' s'lti-i nn »|r,.iin't Jfcavrn, 
liiii> ' ll. \\U fill ikIh, a nil )i 1*1 fonntry. who :ill cill 
l< I .1 Willi r nsr «if h\i t.flrnlfl. 'Ihrrr is nol a bfin^ 
nnif r \hr stui fto nnvralilr ms this : Itc f.;(M-]i on in a 
pin iiiii ill' liiniM'If ilis.i)ipi<>vrs, ;in(l h.'in no enjo)'' 
punt l>nt wliat ii fnllowcti Uy rvtiU't^v \ no rrlirf 
lii'in iniini w, lull liir ii |>(iition ot his criinc. It 
i> |> i-i-iihlc I ni:iv talk ft' tins prison \iit)i too iinuli 
iiiilnlp/ iMc; hi. I I niiiM irprat it, (li.tt I tlilnii (Iii:^ 
a < Ii.uiK I' r wUu h i.i (In* niott (he. ol/int t-t' piiy ot 
:miv in I In- worlil. 'i'iu* man in thr |>:ni^]i ot tlu: 
tiidMi , ;'out» or any aciilc (liMtrnip< r, ii* not in ko 
<!' |il')i;ii)i> a rofulitiori, in tlir rye ot'ii^^lit '..vust\ m 
i.'- tli.M (ii'< Miul irpi iiih. and iTprni^ and r>i:»<<n. 
'I'm- fi llnu u'idi l»ni|^rn liniliH justly ilcsrrxrs voiir 
.I'li.s lorliii iuipolnil romlilinn ; bnt he tliat ciiinot 
i.-^< hit ou n lcM^on is in a innrh worhc ntatr ; for yon 
: I (' hihi iM nii>t(-ral)if' circunistancrH, with hin re- 
ft c dy :it thf s.ini'* tinif* in \un own pnrisrsslon, it h(* 
v.tJiiUI, or ('(lul'l nil* it. Tins is thr cansr that, ot 
all ill ( h.ii.uli tt, the* Kakr lias the best cprntrr in 
ih' \\'(,iM •, for whin he in hinisi^f, and nnrntll'il 
ui!li iiiif inp( r.MK (', \ii\i hcr. his natural faciiltit > 
r\(ji flu in.clvii, and atlrait an ryr uf favotir to- 
Haidi hi i ii.fii niirit-.i. 

r.ul It' \\r took round ns Iwrr. liow many dull 
rM"!!' -> :iw ihrif, llial wonld tain hr what thih (M)or 
)r 111 h.il' s hiinif it lor ? All the. noise towards six in 
th'- I v( iiiiiK i*^ <:iiis(d hy his mimics and imitators, 
I hiH ou;dit men of .sciiM! to he carctid ot thcir anion!!, 
il if wi ic mi Illy from the indirjialion ot Hcrin^; 
lli'michis ill drawn hy sm h liltli* prctcndtMs ! Not 
to ...ly, hi: that IcudH ih i^uilly of all the ai'tionii of l\i* 
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followers 5 and a Rake has imitators wliom yoa 
would never expect should prove so. S6cohd-hand 
vice, sure, of all is the most nauseous. There is 
hardly a folly irore absurd, or which seems less to 
be accounted for (though it is what ^ve set every 
day), than that grave and honest natures give into 
this way, and at the same time have good sense, if 
they thought lit to use it ; but the fatality (under 
which most men labour) of desiring to be what they 
are not, makes them go out of a method in which 
they might be received witli applause, and would 
certainly excel, into one, w- hetein they will all their 
life havt; the air of strangers to what they aim at. 

For this reason, I have not lamented the meta- 
morphosis of any one I know so much as of Nobilisf 
•who was born with sweetness of temper, just ap- 
prehension, and every thing else that might make 
him a man fit for his order. But instead of the pur- 
suit of sober studies and applications, in which he 
would certainly be capable of making a considerable 
figure in the noblest assembly of men in the world j 
I say, in spite of that good nature, which is his 
proper bent, he will say ill-natured things aloud, 
put such as he was, and still should be, out of 
countenance, and drown all the natural good in 
him, to receive an artificial ill character, in which 
he will never succeed ; for Nobilis is no Rake. 
He may guzzle as much wine as he pleases, talk 
bawdy if he thinks fit 5 but he may as well drink 
water-gruel, and go twice a day to church, for it 
will never do. I pronounce it again, Nobilis is no 
Rake. To be of that order, he must be vicious 
• agaii>st his will, and not so by study or application. 
All ** Pretty Fellows" are also excluded to a man, 
as well as all inamoratoes, or persons of the epicene 
gender, who gaze at one another in the presence of 
ladies. This class^ of which I am^wiw^^wx wl 
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account, IS pretended to also by men of strong abi- 
lities in drinking ; though they are such whom the 
liquor, not the conversation, keeps together. But 
blockheads may roar, fight, *nd stab, and be never 
the nearer j their labour is also lost ^ they wan^ 
3cnse : tliey are no Rakes. 

As a Rake among men is the man who live* in 
the constant abuse of his reason, so a coquette 
among women is one who lives in continual raisap^ 
plication of her beauty. The chief of all whom I 
have the honour to be acquainted with, is pretty 
Mrs. Toss s she is ever in practice of something 
which disfigures her, and takes from her chamis, 
though all she does tends to a contrary eircct. She 
has i.aturally a very agreeable voice and utterance, 
which she has changed for the prettiest lisp ima- 
ginable. She sees what she has a mind to see at 
Jialf a mile distance ; but poring witli her eyes half 
shut at every one she passes by, she believes much 
more becoming. The Cupid on her fan and she 
have their eyes full on each other, all the time in 
which they are not both in motion. Whenever her 
eye is turned from that dear object, you may have a 
glance, and your bow, if she is in humour, re- 
turned as civilly as you make it ; but that must not 
be in the presence of a man of greater quality : for 
]Mrs. Toss is So thoroughly well-bred, that the chief 
person present has all her regards. And she who 
giggles at divine service, and laughs at her very mo- 
tlicr, can compose herself at the approach of a man 
of a good estate. 

WilVs Coffee-house, June 9. 

A fine lady shewed a gentleman of this company, 
for an eternal answer to all his addresses, a pajxir of 
verses, with which she is so captivated, that she 
professed the author should be the happy jnan in 
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Df all other pretenders. It is ordinary for love 
ke men poetical, and it had that effect on this 
iurcd man : but he was resolved to try his vein 
some of her confidents or retinue, before he 
red upon so high a theme as herself. To do 
vise than so, would be like making an heroic 
a man's first attempt. Among the favourites 
fair one, he found her parrot not to be in the 
tegree : he saw Poll had her ear, when his 
were neglected. To write against him had 
a fruitless labour j tl^erefore he resolved to 
• him into his interest in the following manner; 

To a Lady, on her Parrot. 

Hien nymphs were oy, and love could not prevtil| 
goiis di^guis*d wpre seldom known co fall i 
I was chaste, but yet a feathered Jove 
tri^*d tiie fair, and taught her how to love, 
re 's no celeftial but his Heaven would quiti 
any form which might to thee admit. 
how the wanton bird, at every glancef 
lis his glad plumes, and feels an amorous trance ; 
queen of beauty has forsook, the dove : 
ceforth the parrot be the bird of love. 

is indeed a very just proposition to give that 
ir rather to the parrot than the other volatile, 
parrot represents us in the state of making 

the dove, in the possession of the object be- 
. But, instead of turning the dove off, I fancy 
uld be better if the chaise >of Venus had hercf 
a parrot added (as we see sometimes a third 

to a coach), which might intimate, tliat to be 
rot, is the only way to succeed ; and to be a 
to preserve your conquests. If the swain 
1 go on successfully, he must imitate the bird 
rites upon : for he who would be loved by 
^n, must never be silent before tlie favour, or 
\}h lips attcT it. 
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Frtm Ittjf mtm Jparimenif fmoM lo. 

I hare 80 manj messages from Toong gettdniiei 
trho expect preremieht and distinction , tkat 1 an 
t^'hoUy at a loss tn wlrat manner to acqnit mjself. 
The writer of the fdlgwin^ letter tdls me hi a post- 
script, be cannot go out dT town until I hare taken 
some notice of him> and is very ur|^nt to be sorofr* 
body in it^ before he relnms to his commons at iht 
university. But take it fiom himself. 

** To Isaac Bickesstayy> Esquire^ Monitor*Ge* 

neral of Gveat Britain* 

^* Srtj Sheer-lane, Jtne 9. 

** I have been above six months firoa the nniver^' 
sity, of age these three months^, and ao.loi^^ io 
town. I was. recommended to one Charles Bobbie^ 
boy * near the TemplCj who has "Siipplfed me with 
all the furniture he says a gentleman ought to have. 
1 desired a certificate thereof ^m bim» which be 
said would require some time to consider of; and 
when I went yesterday morning for itj he tdls roe* 
tipon due consideration^ I still wsmt some few odd 
things more, to the value of threescore or foarscore 
pounds, to make me complete. I have bespoke 
them J and the favour I beg of you is> to know, 
when I am equipped, in what part or class of men 
in this town you will place me. Pray send me word 
what I am, and you snail find me, sir, your most 
humble servant, 

^ jEFf KY NtCKHACK.*" 

t am very willing to encourage young beginners, 
bat am extremdy in the dark how ^o dispose of this 

* Charles Macberi at that tioM sn cminsot toyman in Fltoi* 

street. 
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leman. I cannot see either his person or habit 
liis letter 3 but I will call at Charles's*, and 
.V the shape of his snufF-box, by which I can 
e his character. Though indeed, to know his 
capacity, I ought to be iuforniod whether he 
s Spanish or Musty. 

St. James s Coffee-house, June lo. 

etters from the Low Countries, of the seven- 
th instant say, that the duke of Marlborough 

the prince of Savoy intended to leave Ghent on 
. day, and join the array which lies between 
t d'Espiere and Courtray, their head- quarters 
ig at Helchin. The same day the Palatine foot 
e expected at Brussels. Lieutenant-genepal 
npre, with a body of eight thousand men, is 
:ed at Alost, in order to cover Ghent and Brus* 
, The marshal de Villars was still on the plain 
Lenz ; and it is said the duke of Vendosme is 
ointed to command in conjunction with that ge- 
al. Advices from Paris say, monsieur Voisin is 
je secretary of state, upon monsieur Chamillard's 
gnation of that employment. The want of mo- 

in that kingdom is so great, that the court has 
ught fit to command all the plate of private fa- 
ies to be brought into the mint. They write 
n the Hague of the eighteenth, that the States of 
Hand continue their session ; and tliat they have 
►roved the resolution of the states general, to pub- 
i a second edict to prohibit the sale of corn to the 
:my. Many eminent persons in tliat assembly 
re declared that tliey are of opinion, that all com- 
rce whatsoever with France should be wholly f(,r- 
iden: which point is under present deliberation ; 
t it is feared it will meet with powerful op- 
jition. 

* Charles Mather's. 
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mitn til farrmgn lihtlti, 

JUV. Sat. r. 85, 86. 

Whatc'er m«n do, or i:«ir« or tt.ink| or drvanii 

Our mutley paper fuizei for iti ilifint* P« 

UVUi'i Chocolate-house, June ij. 

I iiAn Kuspnulrd the biisincsH of duelling toadistant 
tinic, ImU that I niii cillcd upon to dcrl are myself on 
« p(;int propuiu;d in the following letter. 

"Sir, June g, at nighL 

** 1 (Irsirr tlie favour of you to drcide this ques- 
tion, \vh< there ailing a g<'nth-man a Smart Fellow ii 
iin aflVont or not ? A youth entering a certain 
f-cfl'cr lioiiv, with IiIh cane tied to his button* wear- 
in-.; nd-hcrled shors, I thought of your dcKcription, 
sihd (oulit n<;t forbear telling a friend of mine next 
to nie, ** 'riierc enters a Smart Fellow." llic gen- 
tUni.in hrarin;; it, had immediately a mind to pick a 
(jiiarrcl with ii\r, and desired satiHfaction ; at which 
J \v;is Mw;rc pu/z/led than at the other* remembering 
vhat fnciition your familiar makes of those that had 
loht their liven on such occasionM. T\\v. thing is re- 
ferred 10 your jiulg< ment ; and I expert you to be 
iny second, Hince you have been the eauHc of our 
<piarrel. 1 am^ bir^ your friend and humble ser- 
vant," 

1 absolutely pronounce, that there is no occasion 
of <iirent'^ given in this exj)res.sion j for a " Smart 
Fellow" is always an appellation of praise^ and is a 
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man of doable capacity. The true cast or mould in 
Vfhich you may be sure to know him is> when his 
livelihood or education is in tlie civil list^ and you 
lee him express a vivacity or mettle above the way 
he is in by a little jerk in his motion^ short trip in 
bis steps, well-fancied lining of his coat, or any 
other indications which may be given in a vigorous 
dress. Now, what possible insinuation can there 
be, that it is a cause of quarrel for a man to say, he 
allows a gentleman really to be what his tailor, his 
hosier, and his milliner, have conspired to make 
him ? I confess, if this person who ai)peals ta me 
had said, he was '' not a Smart Fellow," there had 
been cause for resentment j but if he stands to it 
that he is one, he leaves no manner of ground for 
misunderstanding. Indeed it is a most lamentable 
thing, that there should be a dispute raised upon a 
man*s saying another is what he plainly takes pains 
to be thought. 

But this point cannot be so well adjusted, as by 
enquiring what are the sentiments. of wise nations 
and communities of the use of the sword, and 
from thence conclude whether it is honourable to 
draw it so frequently or not ? An illustrious com-' 
monwealth of Italy * has preserved itself for many 
ages, without letting one of their subjects handle 
this destructive instrument 5 always leaving that 
work to such of mankind as understand the use of a 
whole skin so little, as to make a profession of ex- 
posing it to cuts and scai*s. 

But what need we run to such foreign instances ? 
Our own antient and well-governed cities are con- 
spicuous examples to all mankind in their regulation 
of military atdiievements. The chief citizens, like 

* Venice, which declined engaging in the war of the Grand 
Allieoce ia X70a« 

VOL. I. o 
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thf nook Italian?, hire mrrcrnaries to cany arms 
ir; tiifrir strad : and you sh^ll have a Icllow of a 
C'-'-p- r> te rortune, for ihe gain of one hs?f crown> 
f'> ii.ro'jgh all the dargers of 1 otbill-Fields, or the 
A rr::,'^r, -Ground, clap his right jaw within t»"Q 
ill' h s of ilic touch-hole of a musqucrt, fire it off, 
aii'i hizza, with as little concem as he tears a 
pullet *. Thus you sec to what scorn of danger 
til' -jf nifrrcenaiies arrive, out of a mere loveof sor- 
di i ^^iri: but incthinks it ^h^^juld lake off the stroi^ 
j>r«-ji>->?c--»ion men hsve in fjs\oi:r of bold actions, 
vi,' n ilit-y 5<:e upon what low n".'rtives men aspire to 
thcni. Do but observe the common practice in tbc 
goNcriiinent of those heroic botlits, our militia and 
liciili'iiancies, ihc most antient corps of soldiers, 
pcrlic'^n^j, in the universe; I question, whether there 
is OIK! instance of an animosity between any two of 
til* He illustrious sons of Mars since their institution, 
wliK h was dexridcd by combat r I remember indeed 
to iiave read ibe chronicle of an accident which had 
likr to have occasioned blot^dshed in the ver^- field 
Ini'iivr. all the general officers, though most of them 
wnc justices of the peace. Captain Crabtree, of 
})ii(hii)-lane, haberdasher, had drawn a bill upon 
niajoi -i^eueral iMaggot, cheesemonger in Thanies- 
streel Crabtree draws tliis upon Mr. William 
JM.jyj'f^t^ and Company. A country lad received 
this hill, and not understanding the word company^ 
used in drawiii*]: bills on men in partnership, carried 
it to Mr. ItlfiTy Siitch of Crooked-lane (lieutenant 
ot the nuijor-gcnerars company), whom be had the 
day Ifclbrr st en march by the door in all the porfip 
ol his eoiiimission. The lieutenant accepts it, for 
the honour of the company, since it had come to 

<** 1 lia sc^re aoJ discipline of the city train- Kands at this tint 
was very justly a standing subject of riUlC^le t^ the witf. 
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him : but repayment being asked from the major- 
gener^, he absolutely refdses. Upon this, the lieu- 
tenant thinks of nothing less than to bring this to a 
rupture, and takes for his second Tobias Armstrong, 
of the Counter *, and sends him with a challenge 
in a scrip of parchment, wherein was written 
Stitch, contra Maggot 3 and all the fury vanished in 
a moment. The major-general gives satisfaction to 
the second, and all was well. 

Hence it is, that the bold spirits of our city are 
kept in such subjection to the civil power. Other- 
wise, where would our liberties soon be, if wealth 
•nd valour were suffered to exert themselves with 
their utmost force ? if such officers as are employed 
in the terrible bands above-mentioned were to draw 
bills as well as swords, these dangerous Captains, 
who could victual an army as well as lead it, would 
be too powerful for the State : but the point of ho- 
nour justly gives way to that of gain -, and, by long 
and wise regulation, the richest is the bravest man. 
I liave known a Captain rise to a Colonel in two 
days by the fall of stocks ; and a Major, my good 
^end, near the Monument, ascended to that ho- 
nour by the fall of the price of spirits, and the rismg 
of right nantz. By this true sense of honour, that 
body of warriors are. ever in good order and disci- 
pline, with their colours and coats all whole : as in 
other battalions (where tlieir principles of action are 
less sc^id) you see the men of service look like spec- 
tres with long sides and lank cheeks. In this army 
you may measure a man's service by his waist, and 
the mobt prominent belly is certainly the man who 
has been most upon action. Besides all this, there 
is another excellent remark to be made in the dis- 

• A bum-hatlifF, 
U 2 
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4n)i)ii)f* of ilietr (rnnpi. J( lirinff of ibioUitis neret- 
iiity, tliitl tlu; |)ni|iliT of Englanc) ihrnild see what 
ihr.y liuvr lor ilirir 11101117, "'^'^ ''<' fyft'-WitiiMiet of 
thr NflvaniitKrii tlir)r K-itii t>y >^ «!! batil^i which ara 
foiiglii uhfii.u\ arc r<-tirc-ii<riitnd brrc. But, aiiice ono 
■i<lr. iiuiiit Ik* lirttirii, ami Uio oihor conquer, which 
niiKhi I rrair ilinoiiifn, the: rldrtt coiii|Wliy ii always 
to iirikf* tlin oilicT run, ami tlie youngrr retrnati, 
a<(iiiiiiii}{ Iff ilir \iui nrwt and beat iutdligrnce* 1 
hjir uty%t\i M't'tx Prinri* Kugrue nmko Catinat fly 
irtmi \\tr \uu WuU' t$i' (;r(iyVJnn-l«ane to Horbinr 
III ihc \\u\r, iitid not givn ovi-r tlie pursuit until 
«ililii."'(l lo Iravn tlie Bcrur-gnrdc*n on tJie right, to 
avoid liriii)r burno down by i'enccra, wild buUi, 
Mild niniiiiirrii, uh) tr-rrililr for tlie encounter of any 
licr<N'«i, but kurb wIhmt Uvea are thdr livrHliood, 

Wr liavr! hrrc ftcrji, tliat wiite natlona do not ad« 
niii tti li}<l(ting, rvcn in ibe (b«frnce of thetr country, 
iirf M luiuliiblr Mdion { and tbry livci witbln the walla 
ot our own niy in grrat lionmir and reputation with- 
out it. It would l)r wry nrcTNNarv li> undrriitand, 
by wliut lorcr of llir clitntttf, fcNid, fdurittion, or 
riu|iloytnMit, one niiin'ii ut.nkt*. in humyhi loditfirr no 
rk»ruli;illy from that of anollirr; iJiat onA in ridiru- 
baiit aud roniriiiptiblf for forlKfaiin^ n tiling wbirb 
nutkrit tor \m nafcty 1 and anotlirr appluiidctd for 
cnUhultiuK liiii ruin aud dcHl ruction. 

It will thrrftorr Ik* u^r^««ary tor u« (to abrw our 
iravflliuK) torxaniiur* (iiik Mubjrd t'ully, and tell yinx 
li'iw ii t'titi\t~H to \nmkt liiat a man of honour in Spain, 
tlioiii^h yn\i ofli-utl him iif\t'r mo gallanllv, Htabu you 
hiiiit'\y I ill Kuulaud, tliough you off'rnd biin nttve.r 
un \iMM'\v, vhAWu^rrH f.iitly : thr h^rmctr kilU youoiit 
of I'-vcu^c, ihr l.iKctr out of go<Nl-brci'^Uug. Hut to 
piolir \\u* UfAiri tit' man in llun particular to id* ut- 

iiio:it Lliuut^htK and xrA^trtthtput I muHt wait tur the rcv 
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torn of Pcicolet, who is now attending a gentleman 
btely in a duel, and sometimes visits the person by 
whose hands he received his wounds. 

Si, James's Cqffee-house, June 13* 

Letters from Vienna of the eighth instant say^ 
there has been a journal of the marches and actions 
of the King of Sweden, from the beginning of Ja« 
nuanr to the eleventh of April, N. S. communicated 
by the Swedish Ministers to that Court. These ad- 
vices inform, that his Swedish Majesty entered the 
territories of Muscovy in February last with the 
main body of his army, in order to oblige the enemy 
to a general engagement ; but that, the Muscovites 
declining a battle, and an universal thaw having 
rendered the rivers unpassable, the King returned 
into Ukrania. There are mentioned several ren- 
counters between considerable detachments of the 
Swedish and Russian armies. Marshal Heister in- 
tended to take his leave of the Court on the day after 
the date of these letters, and put himself at the 
head of the army in Hungary. The malcontents 
'had attempted to send in a supply of provision into 
Newhausel ; but tlieir design was disappointed by 
the Germans. 

Advices from Berlin of the fifteenth instant, N. S. 
lay, that his Danish Majesty having received an in- 
vitation from the King of Prussia to an interview^ 
designed to come to Potsdam within a few days« 
and. that King Augustus resolved to accompany him 
thither. To avoid all difficulties in ceremony, the 
three Kings, and all the company who shall have 
the honour to sit with them at table, are to draw 
lots, and take precedence accordingly. 

They write from Hamburgh of the eighteentli 
instant, N. S. that some particular letters from 
Pantzick speak of a late action between the S^cd^% 

U3 
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and Mu^covitr^ nrnr Jrrishw ; but that engagement 
beine mentioned from no other place, there ii not 
inurli cri-dit given to tliis intelligence, 

Wc hear from Brussels, by letters dated the tweo- 
tirth, that on the fourteenth, in the evening, the 
Dukr of Marlborough and Piince Eueene arrived at 
Courtray, with a design to proceed toe day follow- 
ing to ]As\e, in the neighbourhood of wnich city 
the confederate army was to rendezvous the same 
day. Advices from Paris inform us, that the Mar- 
shal de Beznns is apf)ointed to command in Dau- 
phine, and that thr Duke of Berwick is set out for 
Spain, with a design to follow the fortunes of the 
Duke of Anjon, in case the French King should 
comiily with the late demands of the allies. 

Tlie Court of France has sent a circular letter to 
all tlie governors of the provinces, to recommend 
to their consideration his jMajesty's late conduct in 
the affair of fxracr. It is thought fit, in that epis- 
tle, to condescend to a en tain appeal to the people, 
whether it is consistent with the dignity of the 
Crown, or the French name, to submit to the pre- 
liminaries demanded by tlie confederates ? TliaC 
letter dwells upon the unreasonableness of the allies, 
in re(}uiring his Majesty's assistance in dethroning 
his grandson ; and treats this particular in language 
more suitable to it, as it is a topic of oratory, than 
a real circumstance on which the interests of na- 
tions, and reasons of State, which atlcct all £uropo, 
are concerned. 

Tlie close of this memorial seems to prepare the 
people to expect all events, attributing the confir 
<icnce of the enemy to the goodness of their troops j 
^ut acknowledging, tliat his sole dependance is 
upon the intervention of Providence. 
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^micquU Mgud itmtmt 

mttri at farrago Uhelll. 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dmaiy 

Oar motley paper lelfeet for its theme. P* 

Whites Chocolate-house, June 14. 

Having a very solid respect for human nature, 
bowever it is distorted from its natural make by 
aftectatiqn» humour, custom, misfortune, or vice, 
I do apply myself to my friends to help me in rai- 
tilig aTgaments for preserving it in all its individu- 
als, as long as it is permitted. To one of my letters 
on this subject I have received the following answer: 

''Sir, 

*' In answer to your question, why men of sense, 
virtue, and experience, are seen still to comply with 
that ridiculous custom of duelling ? I must desire 
yon to reflect, that custom has dished up in ruffs 
the trisest h^s of our ancestors, and put the best 
of the present age into huge falbafa periwigs. 
Men of sense would not impose such incumbrances 
on themselves, but be glad they might shew their 
faces decently in public upon easier terms. If then 
such men appear reasonably slaves to the fashion, 
in what regards the figure of their persons, we 
ought not to wonder, that they are at least so in 
what seems to totich their reputations. Besides, 
you cannot be ignorant, that dress and chivalry 
nave been always encouraged by the ladl^^, «,^ \,U^ 
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tun prinripnl hranrlini ot gallantry. Tt It to avoid 
\viu\\ !feiirir((l :it lor liifi siDKulaniy, and iVotn a de- 
•irr tn appr.ir nior«t Rr,r(-i*:iblr in lii« iniiftrrMi, that a 
v'isr, rx|K-rii iiird, ami politr iiinn, compiini with 
tlir dir^H < niiiinoiily rrrrivrd i and ia prrv ailed upon 
to \ii)l:itr his ir.isoii and princitilca, in hazarding 
lii^ lilr :niil rstau: hy a tilt, an wrll a 4 aiiffcring hit 
|ilfM*iiirr?i to Im c on*itr:iinnl and Kourcul hy tlic ron- 
tiLini iipprrhrii^ititi ni' a fpiarrrl. I'hii ia thr more 
fciiiprisin}];, hrcuiisr nirn of the moMl delicate aenso 
nn<l prinriplf-*, |ia\r naturally in other rnMra a parti- 
cMilar repugnant (' in acroinniodating thrimelvcii to 
thr nukiniM ol' thr world : hnt nnr may enhily dis- 
tin^ui;Ji ihr man (hat iii alVrctrd willi beauly» and 
tlir rrpuialion of a tilt, f'roni him wlto coniplicii 
\vit!i both, mrrrly as they arc iin|NiK('d ii|ion him by 
rtihioin; tor, in (hr ioinur you will remark an air 
<ii' vanity and iriuniph ; ulicrraH, when thr. lattrr 
jij>p' iih in a l«in'^ JJinillivr* tull of |>owdrr, or 
111 d' ( iilrd a rpi.'irrr) l)y the Hword, you may |)rr« 
tr.'<\r in his i.uv, that Ur appcaU to (ustom for au 
r-vf use. I think it Hiay not I v. iniproprr to cncjuirtt 
into till- ^t nt alo;;) ol tiii^ (irunrrii'Hl nioUKtrr called 
a Diirl, wiiit h 1 l.tkfr i(j be an illc*gillniat(ihprrirs of 
til' anticnl kni;^lil-rri.iniry. iiy the lawH of (hii 
wliini. thr li'inir |Mtson, or n)an of gallantry, was 
iinliHp'-nsaliiy ohlij'rd tn starvr in annour a cfrtain 
liiiMili' r of yf'.irs in llir < h.irr of nxuistcrri, rni-oun- 
t<-r ill' in at tiic |k ril ot liiii life, and Hufl'cr ^rat 
li ii(i liips, in ordi r lo ^fain the atlection of thr fair 
Itdy, and i|u:dify iiiniM-ll lor ii^isninin^ thr. Lv/Ii> uir\ 
that i'l, of a jMc-tly Kc lluw, or man of honour, ao 
rfiidifi'^ to tlir f isliioii ; but, hijirc thr i)ul)lishin^of 
JJoa Uuixotr, and (xiinction of the rate uf dragon s^ 

* A WiiiU uf M 1}; so called* 
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which Suetonius says happened in that of Wantlcy *, 
the gallant and heroic spirits of these latter times 
have been under the necessity of creating new chi- 
merical monsters to entertain themselves with, by 
way of single combat, as the only proofs they are 
able to give their own sex, and the ladies, that they 
are in aSi points men of nice honour. But, to do 
justice to the antient and real monsters, I must ob- 
scixe, that they never molested those who were not 
of a humour to himt for them in woods and desarts; 
w^hereas, on the contrary, our modern monsters are 
so familiarly admittf^^d and entertained in all the 
courts and cities of Europe (except France), that 
one can scarcely be in the most humanized society 
without risking one*s life ; the people of the best 
■sort, and the fine gentlemen of the age, being so 
fond of them> that they seldom appear in any pub- 
lic place without one. I have some further consi- 
derations upon this subject ^ which, as you encou- 
rage me, shall be communicated to you by, Sir, a 
cousiq. but one remove from the best family of the 
Staffs; namely^ Sir, your humble servant, kinsman^ 
and friend, 

*' Tim Switch." 

It is certain, that Mr. Switch has hit upon the 
true source of Uiis evil j and that it proceeds only 
from the force of custom, that we contradict our- 
selves in half the particulars and occurrences of life. 
But such a tyranny in love, which the fair impose 
upon us, is a little too severe ; that we must de- 
monstrate our affection for them by no certain proof 
but hatred to one another, or come at them (only 

* Id humourous wrirings one may be led to search for quo- 
tations no where to be found in the jiuthors referreU to^ as ap<« 
psars from this passage, 
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as one docs at an estate) by survivorship. ITiii 
\\ ay of application to gain a lady*s heart is takiot 
her as we do towns and castles, by distressing ibe 
place, and letting none come near them without cor 
pass. \Vere such a lover once to write tlic truth rf 
his heart, and let her know his whole thoughts, lie 
would appear indeed to have a passion for her ; bnk 
it would hardly be called love. The billet-doQK 
would run to this purpose i 

" Madam, 

" I have so tendef a regard for jrou, and your in- 
terests, that I will knock any naan on the head whom 
I observe to be of my mmd, and like you. Mr. 
Truman, the other day, looked at you in so lan- 
guishing a manner^ that I am resolved to run him 
dirough to-morrow morning. This« I think, he 
deserves for his guilt in admiring you : than which 
I cannot have a greater reason for murdering him> 
except it be that you also approve him. Whoever 
says lie dies for you I will make his words good } for 
I will kill him. I am. Madam, your most obedient 
humble servant.** 

From my own Apartjnent, June 14. 

I am just come hithei* at ten at night, and have, 
ever since six, been in the most Celebrated, though 
most nauseous, company in town : the two leader 
of the society were a Critic and a Wit. These tw( 
gentlemen are great opponents on all orrasioi\s, no 
discerning that they are the nearest each other, 11 
temper and talents, of any two classes of men in th 
world ; for, to profess judgment, and to profes 
wit, both arise from the same failure j which i 
want of judgment. The poverty of the Critic thi 
Way proceeds from the abuse of his faculty j tliat 
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he Wit, fW)m the nrglcci of it. It is a particular 
ibservation I have always made, that of all mortals 
I Critic is the silliest 3 for, by enuring himself to 
!xamine all things, whether they are of consf- 
[uence or not, he never looks upon any thing but 
irith a design of passing sentence upon it 5 by 
vhich means he is never a companion, but always 
I censor. This makes him earnest upon trifles, 
ind dispute on the most indifFerf nt occasions with 
vehemence. If he otFers to speak or write, that ta- 
ent, which should approve the work of the other 
acuities, prevents their operation. He comes upon 
€tioa in armour, but without weapons ; he stands 
n safety, but can gain no glory. The Wit, on ihe 
►thcr hand, has been hurried so long away by ima- 
[ination only, that judgment seems not to have 
fvcr been one of his natural faculties. This gentle- 
oan takes himself to be as much obliged to be 
ocny, as the otlier to be grave. A thorough Critic 
I a sort of Puritan in the polite world. As an en- 
hosiast in relidon stumbles at the ordinary occur- 
ences of life, if he cannot quote scripture examples 
in the occasion ; so the Critic is never safe in his 
peech or writing, without he has, among the cele- 
irated writers, an authority for the ti'uth of his sen- 
ence* You will believe we had a very good time 
vith these brethren, who were su far out of the 
hress of their native country, and so lost in its di- 
dcct, that they were as much strangers to them- 
idyesy as to their relation to each other. They took 
ip the whole discourse ; sometimes the Critic grew 
Kissionate, and when reprimanded by the Wit for 
my trip or hesitation in his voice, he would an- 
swer, ** Mr. Dryden makes such a character, on 
inch an occasion, break off in the same manner ; so 
:hat the stop was according to nature, and as a man ' 
o a pasncm should do.*' The Wit^ who is as fas 
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gone in letters as liimself, seems to be at a loss to 
answer such an apulogy ; and concludes only, that 
though his anger is justly vented, it wants lire in 
the utterance. If wit is to be measured by tlie cir- 
cumstances of time and place, there is no man has 
generally so little uf that talent as he who is a Wit 
by profession. What he says, instead of arising 
from the occasion, has an occasion invented to bring 
it in. Thus he is new for no other reason, but that 
he talks like nobody else ; but has taken up a method 
of his own, without commerce of dialogue with 
other people. The lively Jasper Dactyle is one of 
tliis character. He seems to have made a vow to be 
witty to his life's end. When you meet him, 
«' What do you think,*' says he, *' I have been en- 
tertaining myself with ?** Then out comes a preme- 
ditated turn ; to which it is to no purpose to answer, 
for he goes on in the same strain of thought he de^ 
signed without your sjK^aking. Therefore I have a 
general answer to all he can say ; as, *• Sure tliere 
never was any creature had so much fire !" Spondee, 
who is a critic, is seldom out of this fine man's com- 
pany. They have no manner of affection for each 
other, but keep together, like Novel and Oldfox in 
the Plain Dealer, because they shew each other. I 
know several men of sense who can be diverted with 
tliis couple ', but I see no curiosity in the thing, eic- 
cept it be, that Spondee is dull, and seems dull ; 
but Dactyle is heavy with a brisk face. It must be 
owned also, that Dactyle has almost vigour enough 
to be a coxcomb 3 but Spondee, by the lowness of 
his constitution, is only a blockhead. 

St. James's Coffee- houses June 15. 

We have no particulars of moment since our last, 
except it be, that the copy of the following original 
letter came by tlie way of Ostcad* it is said to have 
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)een found in > the closet of Monsieur' Cliamillard, 
he late secretaiy of state of France, since Iiis dis- 
(race. It was signed by two brothers of llie famous 
javaHier *y who led the Cevcnnois, and had a per- 
lonal interview with the king, as well as a capitu- 
ation to lay down his arms, and leave the dominions 
>f France. There are many odier names to it; 
imong whom is the chief of the family of the mar^ 
auis Guiscard. It is not yet known whether Mon- 
iieur Chamillard had any real design to favour the 
Protestant interest, or only thought to place himself 
at the head of tliat people, to make him considerable 
enough to oppose his enemies at court, and reinstate 
himself in power there. 

'* Sir, 

'* We have read your majesty's letter to the gq* 
vemors of your provinces, with instructions what 
sentiments to insinuate into the minds of your peo* 
pie : but as you have always acted upon the maxim» 
that we were made for you, and not you for us, we 
must take leave to assure your majesty, that we are 
exactly of the contrary opinion ; and must desire 

Cto send for your grandson home, and acquaint 
, that you now luiow, by experience, absolute 
power is only a vertigo in the brain of princes, which 
for a time may quicken their motion, and double in 
their diseased sight the instances of power above 
them ; but must end at last in their fall and de- 
struction. Yonr memorial speaks you a good father 
6[ your family, but a very 01 one of your ficople* 
Your majesty is reduced to hear truth, when you 
are obliged to speak it. There is no governing any 

* Jtmtt Cavallitr was th« ctUbrated le«d«r of th« FrancH 
Praunants in tht CsfsoiMi. when thoy oppoMd the tyraaof 
of Lewis XZV. 

roL. I. JL 
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tut MVAfi^rfi hy other methndi than their own coo- 
ifiit, uhich )oii leem to tcknowledffc in appealing 
to UK for our opinion of yoiir conducE in treat in^«{ of 
peace Had your people been alwoyi of your coun- 
< il, the kiitg of Fraiu;e had never been rexlured so 
low a« to ac*knowlf-dgr his arms were fallen intoron- 
tciiipf. But since it is thus, we niiMt a^k, how ii 
any man ot' Fraiire, but thev of the house of Bour« 
ton, the bcrtter, that Philip is king of Spain > We 
have outgrown that folly of placinc; <Mir happiness in 
your Miije:ity's being railed, 'llie Great, iher^fore 
vifU aitd we are all alike bankrupts, and undone, 
lei us not deceive our^ives ; but comixmnd with 
cHir adversaries, and not talk like their equals. 
Your Majesty must forgive us, tliat we cannot wish 
yon success, or lend you help ; for, if y<ju lose one 
battle more, we may have a hand in the peace yon 
make } and doubt not but your Majesty s faith in 
treaties will require the ratification of the States d 
your kingdom. So we bid you heartily farewell* 
until wc nave the honour to meet you assembled 
in parliiimcnt. This hdppy expectation makes \m 
willing to wait the event of another campaign, 
irom whence we hope to be raised from the miaery 
of slaves to the privileges of subjects. We are your 
Majesty's truly faithful and loyal subjects, &€.** 



N» 30» TAtLBH* 231 



N* 30. SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 1709. 



Mt/ri itt fdrrago tibfVi, 

JUV. Sat. 1.85, 86. 

1x^hatc*«r men <lo, o|- f ly, or think, or dream^ 

Our mdley paper feizes for its theme. P» 

Frotn my own Apartment, June \6, 

The vigilance, the anxiety, the tenderness, which 
I have tor tlie good people <ff England, I am per- 
suaded, will in time be much commended ; but I 
doubt whether they will be ever rewarded. How- 
ever, I mtist go on cheaifully in my work of refor- 
mation : that being my great design,. I am studious 
to prevent ray labour'^ increasing upon me ; there- 
fore am particularly observant of the temper and in- 
clinations of childhood and youth, that we may not 
give vice and fdly supplies from the growing gene- 
ration. It is hardly to be imagined how useful this 
study is, and what great evils or benefits arise from 
putting us in our tender years to what we are fit or 
unfit 5 therefore on Tuesday last (with a design to 
sound their inclinations) I took three lads, who are 
under my guardianship, a-rambling, in a hackney- 
coach, to show them the town j as the lions, tlic 
tombs. Bedlam, and the other places which are en- 
tertainments to raw minds because they strike for- 
cibly on the fancy. The boys are brothers, one of 
sixteen, the other of fourteen^ the other of twelve. 
The first was his father's darling, the second his 
mother's, and the third mine, who am their uncle. 
Mr. William is a lad of true genius > but, being at 

X 2 
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thr iinprr rnd of • grrat schcx)!. and having all the 
buys tirlow liiiii, hii arn)gancc is insupportable. If 

I \K%i\\ to ftbow a little of m? Latin , he iminedi- 
atrly intcrriipta : " Uncle, under favour, that which 
you say i^ nut undcrAtcxid in that manner.** " Bro- 
iIiit/* s:imi my boy Jack, *' you do not show your 
maimer M much in contradicting mr uncle Isaac !" 
*' Vuu i|uccr cur,'* says Mr. William, "do you 
think my unde takes anv noticr of such a dull rogue 
as ytiu arr ?" Mr. William goes on, «• He is the 
mosi stupid of all my mother's children : he knows 
n )t!iiii); of his book : when he sliould mind that^ he 
is hiding; or lio;irding his taws and marblest or lay* 
ing up farthings. His way of thinking is, four and 
twenty f.irthint{s make six-pence, and two six- 
pences a shilling ; two shilhngs and six-pence half 

II crown, and two half crowns five shilhngs. So 
within these two months the close hunks has scraped 
up twenty Khiliitii;s, and we will make him spend it 
all before luMonir>i liomc.*' Jack immediately claps 
hin \\MuU into hoth pockets, and turns as pale as 
ashf-s. 'ill- n- is iiothin^r touches a parent (and such 
I am til J:i( k) sn nrarly as a provident conduct. 
'J1n l.'ui h:<s ill him the true temper for a good hus- 
I'.iid, a kind ijthtr, and an honest executor. All 
the ^rrnt people, you see make considerable figures 
on tl:r exchange, in court, and sometimes in se- 
natrs, an; such as^in reality have no greater fiiculty 
than whflt mnv be called human instmct, which is 
a natural tcndt^ncy to their own preservation, and 
that of thrir friends, without being capable of 
utrikini^ out of the road for adventures. Jliere is 
Sir William Scrip was of this sort of capacity from 
his childhood ; he has bouglit tlie country round 
him, and makes a bargain better than Sir Harry 
Wildfire, with ail his wit and humour. Sir Hariy 
never wants niouey but he comes to Scrip, laughs 
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.Bt him half an honi*, and then gives bond for the 
otbcr thousand. The close men are incapable of 
placing merit any where but in their pence, and 
therefore gain it ; while otliers, who have larger ca- 
pacities^ are diverted from the pursuit by enjoyments 
-w^hich can be supported only by that cash which 
tbej despise ', and therefore are in the end slaves to 
their inferiors both in fortune and Understanding. 
I ooce heard a man of excellent sense observe, that 
■more bSblits in the world failed by being in the 
.hands c^men of too large capacities for their busi- 
-nessy than by being in the conduct of such as wanted 
-abilities to execute them. Jack therefore, being of 
.a plodding make, shall be a citizen : and I design 
him to be the refuge of the family in their distress^ 
as wjell as tlieir jest in prosperity. His brother Will 
shall goto Oxford with all speed, where, if he does 
not arrive at being a man of sense, he will soon be 
informed wherein he is a coxcomb. There is in 
that place such a true spirit of raillery and humour, 
■ that if they cannot make you a wise man, they will 
-certainly let you know you are a fool ; which is all 
.my ccHisin wants, to cease to be so. Thus having 
taken these two out of the way, I have leisure to 
look at my third lad. I observe in the young rogue 
.a natural subtlety of mind, which discovers itself 
rratber in forbearing to declare his thouglits on any 
•occasion, than in any visible way of exerting him- 
self in discourse. For which reason I will place 
him, where, if he commits no faults, he may go 
farther than those in other stations, though they 
excel in virtues. The boy is well-fashioned, and 
win easily fall into a graceful manner ; wherefore I 
have a desi^ to make him a page to a great lady of 
.my acquaintance ; by which means he will be well 
skilled in the common modes of life, and make a 
xgroater progress in the world by that knowlcd^€> 

X 3 
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than with the greatest qualities Without it. A good 
mien in a court will cany a man greater lei^ths 
than a good understanding ia anj other place, m 
tee a world of pains taken, and the best years of life 
spent in collecting a set of thoughts in a cdlege for 
the conduct of li^^ and, after all, the man so qua- 
lified shall hesitate in his speech to a good suit of 
cloaths, andVant common sense before an agreeable 
woman. Hence it is, that wisdom, valour, justice, 
and learning, cannot keep a man in countenance 
that is possessed with these excellences, if be wants 
that inferior art of life and behaviour, called gfxxl' 
breeding. A man endowed with great pertections, 
withovit tills, is like one who has his pockets full 
of gold, but always wants change for his ordinary 
occasions. 

Will Courtly is a living instance of this truth, 
and has had die same education which 1 am giving 
my nephew. He never spoke a thing but what was 
said before, and yet can converse wiih the wittiest 
men without being ridiculous. Among the learned, 
he does not appear ignorant ; nor with the wise, in- 
discreet. Living in conversation from his infancy, 
makes him nowhere at a loss ; and a long, familiarity 
Vith the persons of men is, in a manner, of the 
•«ame service to him, as if he knew their arts. As 
ceremony is the invention of wise men to keep fools 
at a distance, so good-breeding is an expedient to 
make fools and wise men equals. 

Pfllts Coffee- house, June 17. 

The suspension of tlie playhouse has made mo 
have nothing to send you from hence 5 but calling 
here this evening, I found the party I usually sit 
with, upon the business of writing, and examining 
what was the handsomest style in which to address 
Women^ and write letters of gallantry. Many wcrt 
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the opinions which were immediately declared on 
tliis subject. Some were for a certain softness ; 
some for I know not what delicacy ; others for 
something inexpressibly tender. When it came to 
me, I said tliere was no rule in the world to be 
made for writing letters, but that of bein^ as near 
what you speak face to face as you can ; which is so 
great a truth, that I am of opinion, writings has lost 
more mistresses than any one mistake in the whole 
leffend of love. For when you write to a lady for 
whom you have a solid and nonourable passion, tlie 
great idea you have of her, joined to a quick sense 
of her absence, fills your mind with a sort of ten- 
derness, that gives your language too much the air 
of complaint, which is seldom successful. For a 
man mny flatter himself as he pleases ; but he will 
find that the women have more understanding in 
their own affairs than we have, and women of spirit 
are not to be won by mourners. He that can keep 
handsomely within .rules, and support the carriage 
of a companion to his mistress, is much more likely 
to prevail, than he who lets her see the whole relish 
of nis life depends upon her. If possible, therefore, 
divert your mistress rather than sigh for her. The 
pleasant man she will desire for her own sake ^ but 
the languishing lover has nothing to hope from, but 
her pity. To show the difference, I produced two 
letters a lady gave me, which had been writ by two 

fentlemen who pretended to her> but were both 
iUed the next day after the date, at the battle of 
Almanza. One of them was a mercurial gay-hu« 
mourtd man ; the other a man of a serious, but a 
fi^reat and gallant spirit. Poor Jack Careless ! this is 
hLs letter : you see how it is folded : the air of it is 
so negligent, one might have read half of it by 
p'Cping into it, without breaking it open. He had 
no cxactxxess. 
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'' Maj>am> 

'< It is a very pleasant circumstance I am in, tbt 
while I should be thinking of the good company .iR 
are to meet within a day or two, where we shall p 
to loggerheads, my thoughts are runpin^ upon a rair 
enemy in England. I was in hopes I had Idt yon 
there ; but you follow the camp, though I have en- 
deavoured to make some of our leaguer ladies* 
drive you out of the field. All my comfort is, joa 
are more troublesome to my colonel than mysdt : I 
permit you to visit me only now and then ; but he 
downright keeps you. I laugh at his honour, as ftr 
as his gravity will allow me : but I know him to be 
a man of too much merit to succeed with a woman. 
Therefore defend your heart as well as you can : I 
shall come home this winter irresistibly dressed, and 
with quite a new foreign air. And so I had like to 
say, I rest, but, alas! I remain, madam, your most 
-obedient, most humble servant, 

^^ John Ca&slbss." 

Now for colonel Constant*s epistle ; you see it is 
folded and directed with the utmost care : 

" Madam, 

" I do myself the honour to write to you this even- 
ing, because I believe to-morrow will be the day of 
battle ; and something forebodes in my breast that I 
shall fall in it. If it proves so, I hope you will hear 
I have done nothing below a man who nad the love 
of his country, quickened by a passion .-for a woman 
of honour. If there be any thing noble in going 
to a certain death; if there be any merit, that I 
meet it with pleasure, by promisii^ myself a place 

* Women wlio accompany the army. 
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in your e&teem ; if your applause, when I am no 
more, is preferable to the most glorious life without 
•you: I Bay, madam, if any of these considerations 
can have weight with you, you will give me a kind 
fplaoe in your memory, which I prefer to the glory 
lOf Caesar. 1 hope this will be read, as it is writ, 
.with tears.*' 

The beloved lady is a woman of a sensible mind ; 

'but she has confessed to me, that after all her true 
and solid value for Constant, she had much more 
concern for the loss of Careless. Those noble and 

..ftcHous spirits have something equal to the adversi- 
tiesv^thcy meet with, and consequently lessen the 
€>bjecl» of pity. Great accidents seem not cut out 
so mubh for men of familiar characters, which 
makes them more easily pitied, and soon after be- 
loved. Add to this, that the sort of love which ge- 
nerally succeeds, is a stranger to awe and distance. 
I asked Romana, whether of the two she should 
have chosen, had they survived? She said, she 
knew she ought to have taken Constant ; but be- 
lieved she should have chosen Careless. 

Si, Jameses Coffee-house, June 17. 

Letters from Lisbon, of the ninth instant, N. S. 
«ay, tliat the enemy's army, having blocked up 
Olivenza, was posted on the Guadiana. The Por- 
tugueze are very apprehensive that the garrison of 
that place, though it consists of five of the best 
jegiments of their army, will be obliged to surren- 
der, if not timely relieved, they not being supplied 
with' provisions for more than six weeks. Here- 
upon their generals held a council of war on the 
fourth instant, wherein it was concluded to advance 
towards Badajos. With tliis design the army de- 
camped on the fifth from Jerumena, and marched 
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lo (\inmnii. It u lii^wJ. tJiaC if Uu; etirmj folkiW 

Ihrir iiJ<ifioii«. lliry iiuiy U:\\r oppurtiiiiily lo |hiI I 
•iif(i( iruc (^tui)iit)r ul |iKAi»ioiA iiud tiiiiriiuiiitiun iula 

CillVi'lUA. 

•^* Mr. rilrlirT-itii<l'|;i\-«ii>otir^ to <i11 p^ftrm«vfi«t 
lUr « lli'MiMi lvr« a« lliry |i)r««r, willintit rCK^rd U» 
OcKiriiiii ( t» will) blur and red nfrx kin^/* in inc4irn" 
iti;^, liirk«f| rM\jU, ;iiM iiigjil-fjip v.if^*, {/rUtre 
J)r(;j;|r Iff ttir fjr*l «|n.«^ily), lliat In* hn% yrl rrc^ivtd 

no liiir fi>f iMdM!;()U|r llirm in iIihi Utterly, aiij lUnt 
lirryiiritv tlirir iinu\A\ntirf M'ifli tlii^ d/^jand, rjT 
lli»r fliry ^ro lifi'iif intinfdisifrly and iiljiM l)irtniirlv'*i. 
'Iliin i« fiiriliffr t(i «ifpi:iiiif tfir town, itiat rfii* n*|ifirt 
«/( I In* liodlrn, loynirrif nnd niitlinrrdy having cotn- 
ji<iiiiidr'd w'itli Mr. Iit« kr-rstfifr for loWnting guJi 
riMinulirH^ ii uttrily iidnc nnd •< andaluui. 
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JUV. Sat.I. 85, 86. 

Wluir'fli mm tin, n\' my, or fliiiik, ox Aft%vn^ 

Oui iiMitley |ia|>«i Imjitft Im tl« Hionio. P. 

(itniun ('ttll'ff Itou'.r^ Juntt 1 8. 

In my tlisurttiitinii nyit'wvA \Ur niHtfitn of Mhy^lr 
4<init).i(, ii Uiiu lirui fili)r<0'd, tlint llirrr ik not Ir.irn- 
iii:.', 01 iiKK Ii ir.i<lini^, siioNsn llirrrin, whicli in llin 
V*!)' \iir litid Koiil III ;ili tKMlmcN; tor which rriilioii, 
Ix'lli^', iilw.iVH riiHy to ircrivr .'ulni/Miiliohd I'llid rrlorill 

my ( Muri. 1 tium^lit iit to <oni»uU tlii« learned board 
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en the subject. Upon proposing some doabts^ and 
desiring their assistance, a very hopefiil young gen- 
iteman, my rebtion, who is to be called to the bar 
within a year and a half at faithest> told me, that 
he had ever since I first mentioned duelling tamed 
his head that way; and that he was pnncrpally 
oioTed theretp^ because he designed to follow the 
cin-ifits in the north of England and south of Scot-t 
bod, and to reside most^ 9t his own estate at 
Lffndbadernawz * in Cardiganshire. The northern 
Britons ajid the soutliern Scots are a warm people, 
and the iJITelsh ** a nation of gentlemen j'" so that 
it behoved him to understand well the scieiKe of 
^arrcUiog. The young gentleman proceeded ad- 
miri&bhr well, and gave the board 3n account that 
he bid read •* Fkzherbert's t Grand Abridgement/' 
lod had found that du^Hii^g is a very antient part of 
Ihe law ; fbr when a man is sued, be it for his life 
or his land, the person that joins the issue, whe- 
ther plaintifF or defendant, may put the trial upon 
the dael« Foither he argued, under favour of tlie 
Court, that when the issue is joined by the duel, in 
treason or other capital crimes, the parties accused 
and accuser must fight in tlieir own proper persons : 
but if the dispute be for lands, you may hire a 
champion at Hockley in the Hole, or any where 
else. This part of the law we had from the Saxons ; 
and they had it, as also the trial by ordeal, from the 
Laplanders. It is indeed agreed, said he, the 
•outhem and eastern nations never knew any thing 
of it ; for though the antient Romans would scold 

* There it no such place. It is prebaUe Uat^adem Fawr 
m CardHganshire if intended. 

f A book published under this title in 1 516 by Anthony 
FHaherberty one of the jodgei in the reign of Henry VUK 
Thii aathor died in i$i%* 
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ami (-:il1 nnmr-s filtliily* >< t t lu-nr is not an example 
ot'a ( li.tlli-ii.i;(* tltnt vwr \y.\>svi\ umung tliein. 

IIU ipKHiiig tlir iMtlrni iKtlioiis put iiiiothrr ^[cn- 
tlriii^in ill luiiKl (if ati ni-coiiiit he hail i'roni a lioat* 
iw.iiii of an K:i!it-Intliani.iii ; M'liicli wuh, that a 
CliincM*. h.id trit kril aiul Imbblcd hiin, and tliat 
M-hrn lie raiiir lu demand hatUfaction the next 
niornini;, ami like a true lar ol' liommr railed him a 
M)ii ol* a u'linrr, lyar, t\u^, and oilier nui^h apprl- 
laiivcs iisrd hy pciHons cotixrrKant with wimU and 
uavcH, the Chinmr, uith K^eat tranciuillity, dc- 
liiri'd him *' not to come abroiul faMtin^, nor put 
hinisi It into a heat, tor it wtHild pn'jtidice hisi 
iiraltli." 'riuiit the lukt kuuwK nuthing of Uiis 
gallantry. 

There Hat at the left of the table a prnton of a ve- 
nerable aNpei't, wlw asKc:tled, that "half the ini* 
|Nj.iiti(>ns u'hii'ii are put uimxi these agcui have beeu 
transmit ted by writers wlio have given to(» great 
pomp and ma^nilieenre to the exploits of the an- 
tiriit luMf ^anlen, and made their gladiatorH, by 
f'^ibiiloiis tradition, i;;reatrr than Gorman* andothen 
<>t (luat Britain." He informed the com))anv 
that " Ik* hadHearehed autboritieii for what he Naid, 
:nul liiat a learned anliqu.iry, Humphrey ScanxTow, 
Ivwjuire, of lIiM-kley in the Hole, reeorder Ui the 
l)(';!r t'.irili'n, was then writing; a diseuurse on the 
%ui>jeil. It appearH by the bent uceountu/' HayH this 
^M iitlcman^ ** that tiic high namen which are used 
:iiii(jn}; Ui w'aU so great veneration, were uo otbrr 
th;iu sta).'/'-figbtrrH, and wortbieg of the antirut 
b(-:ir-};:ihl( lu 'Ihr renowned Hereuleii always car- 
rii-d a c|u.irlrrstair, and was from tlience called 

* CfOtiiciit is mrnlionffil in tbn epilogue Co f«Mi<ilowne'ft 
" fiw of Vcincc/' aiiil )i ihcro cxpUiiitd to liarc b«eii a piiic- 
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Claviger *. A learned chrondogist is about proving 
what wood this staff was made of, whether oak» 
ash> or crab-tree. The first trial of skill he ever 
performed was with one Cacus, a deer-stealer -, the 
next was with Typhonus, a giant of forty feet four 
inches. Indeed it was unhappily recorded, that 
meeting at last with a sailor's wife, she made his 
staff of prowess serve her own use, and dwindle 
away to a distaff : she clapped him on an old tar 
jacket of her husband -, so that this great hero 
drooped like a scabbed sheep. Him his contempo- 
rary Theseus succeeded in the bear-garden, which 
honour he held for many years. This grand duellist 
went to Hell> and was the only one of that sort tliat 
ever came back again. As for Achilles and Hector (as 
the ballads of those times mention), they were pretty 
smart fellows ; they fought at sword and buckler j 
but the former had much the better of it, -his mo* 
thcr, who was an oyster- woman, having got a black- 
smith of Lemnos to make her son's weapons. There 
is a pair of trusty Trojans in a song of Virgil that 
were famous for handling their gauntlets, Dares and 
EnteUus ; and indeed it does appear^ they fought no 
sham-prize." 

The Roman bear-garden was abundantly more 
magnificent than any thing Greece could boast of; 
it flourished most under those delights of mankind, 
Nero and Domitian. At one time it is recorded, 
four hundred senators entered the list, and thought 
it an honour to be cudgelled and quarlerstaffed. I 
observe the Lanistae were the people chiefly cm- 
ployed, which makes me imagine our Bear-garden 
copied much afler this, the butchers being the 
greatest men in it. 

♦ « Ciob-bwrfT.? 
TOL. I« "' T 
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town, except the barber. Thus, cousin^ you must 
be content with London for the centre of your 
wealth and fame ; we have no relish for you. Wit 
must describe its proper circumference^ and not go 
beyond it, lest, like little boys when they strag^ 
out of their' own parish, it may wander to places 
where it is not known, and be lost. Since it is so, 
you must excuse me, that I am forced at a visit to 
sit silent, and only lay up what excellent things pass 
at such conversations. 

'^ This evening I was with a couple of young 
ladies 3 one of them has the character of the pret- 
tiest company, yet really I thought her but silly; 
the other, who talked a great deal less^ I observed 
to have understanding. The lady, who is reckoned 
such a companion among her acquaintance, has 
only, with a very brisk air, a knack of §a3ring the 
commonest things : the other^ with a sly serious 
one, says home things enough. The first, mistress 
Giddy, is very quick; but the second, mistress 
Slim, fell into Giddy's own style, and was as good 
company as she. Giddy happens to drop her glove; 
Slim reaches it to her. 'Madam, says Giddy, I 
hope you will have a better office.* Upon which 
Slim immediately repartees, and sits in her lap, and 
cries, ' Are you not sorry for my heaviness ?* The 
sly wench pleased me, to see how she hit her height 
of understanding so well. We sat down to dinner. 
Says Giddy, mighty prettily, * Two hands in a dish, 
and one in a purse.' Says Slim, ' Ay, madam, the 
more the merrier ; but the fewer the better chear.' 
I quickly took the hint, and was as witty and talk- 
ative as they. Says I, 

** He that will not when he may, 
*' When he will, he fhall have nay ; 

and so helped myself, Giddy turns about 5 « What, 
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give it tbem again when tbey pleas*, and leave them 
at their liberty to call it home, it will not hurt nic 
with my gentle readers. Ask all the merchant* 
who act upon consignments, where is tlie necessity 
(if they answer readily what their correspondenti 
draw) of their being wealthy tliemselves ? Ask the 
greatest bankers, if all the men they deal with were 
to draw at once, what would be the consequence } 
But indeed a country friend has writ me a letter 
which gives me great ifiortifi cation ; wherein I 
£nd I am so far from expecting a supply from 
thence, that some have not heard of me^ and the 
rest do not understand me : his epistle is as fol- 
lows: 

*' Dear Cousin, 

" I thought, when I left the town, to have raised 
jour fame here, and helped you to support it by in- 
telligence from hence j but, alas ! they had never 
heard of the Tatler until I brought down a set. I 
lent them from house to hpuse, but they asked me 
what jtliey meant. I began to enlighten tliem, by 
telling who and who were supposed to be intended 
by tlie characters drawn; I said, for instance, Chloc 
and Clarissa are two eminent toasts* A gentleman, 
wIm) keeps his greyhound and gun, and one would 
think might know better, told me, he supposed 
they were Papishes, for their names were not Eng- 
lish. * Then, said he, why do you call live people 
toasts ?' I answered, * That was a new name found 
out by the wits, to make a lady have the same effect, 
as burridge in tlie glass when a man is drinking. 
But, says I, Sir, I perceive this is to you all lam^ 
Inozllng ', "W'by, you look as if you were Don 
Diego d to the. tune of a thousand pounds.' All this 
good lang^u ige was lost upon him : he only stared, 
though he is as good a scholar as any layman in the 

y 2 
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fir.vii, rxrrjif \Uf ti:irt»f*r. 'I liiH, roir.iii, yfni rim J 
lif I'itir'iit vv:flt f.iihitfiii f'.r til'' iriiirr nt yrmr 
V.t lllli .ili'l f imr , *xr U.wr Wt p lllh fnf y«iij. W|t 

irinti ilr.irihr- ii-t |ir<i|i''r « iriiiuiilf-rrin r, and rml ('o 
Iir,.irii| il, l»'nl, likr liltlr liciyH ^%lirii lliry hImv^J': 
fiiii of ilxir i»'Aii )i:innli, il iii:iy waiidrr lo plairt 
u-ii'ir il il iif'f l.llfl^All, ;inr| \tr I'nit. Sinrr. il 'i% %n, 
y«iiiniii.i I XI itir III'-, lli.il I :itn inrtrt\ :it it \i-.it to 
■ It .il' III, .mil r»!ily hiy up wh.il rxi rllfiit lliiii/^'; ji.iiii 
ni iiii' Il I >iiivf r-kjiioriH. 

"'Iliti r\ttuu\,' I u-.iH Willi :i r(iii|ilr of' yrMiiiq 
1.1'lirt , tiu*- ol t)i« Ml li:n llir rlijr.K Irr of t)ir prri- 
lir-il "iiii)Mriy, yrl rr.illy I tllrft|^ht lir:r IfUt nilly ; 
lltriillifi, mIiu lalkril il ^rrr-;il i|r;il jrM, I iftihrrvnl 
In \i.i\r iifi(lriitiiiifliii^^. '1 iir hldy, wlifi ti rri knlir-tl 
ftiH II :i I 'Mii|i.iiiioii itiiir;ii^ lif r ill r|Uiiiii(;iiiii:, h:ii 
til Ay, will] :i vrry liniik air, h kiiai k of pyiiiK tlir 
c oiiiiiMHir.l lliiii;"! : llir «it|irr, with a iily MTi<iil4 
our, ..!', I liniiir lliiit;',^ riioii)j;li. 'I'lir fit'iit, liijiitrriit 
Cii>l'!v, it \My «|iiir k ; but llir hrtisuti, intitrc^i 
Slirii. I'-ll iiiln (fiiMy'ii own •itylr, ninl w:r» .'n },\(nA 
f'iiii|MM/ :i=( nlir. (fidily li.ip|if-ii'i to «lro)i lir-r ^Movr; 
Mum m-.u lir->» it to lirr, ' IV1.ii|:tiii, vj\'\ (fiiM/, I 
li'ip'- )iiit will lilVi- .1 hrftr-f iilfifr.' I'jiOll wliifli 

Slim immi fli.itf-ly irp.ulrci, :mil Hit:! in lirr lap, aiid 
III'"., • Air yiiu not Miity lui my 111 :iviiirHi r' 'Mir 
ftly wriii II |ilr:i>,ri| mr, to nr r liuvV 'ilir liil lirf liri^'Jit 
tii uiiilrrii.tii'liii^', fto w«-ll. Wf '.:il down to diiiiiM'. 
•S.iy, (fiddy, iiii^'lily pnllily, ' Two li.itid't in .t dr.li, 
siiid nil'* ill .1 |Mii-ki-.' S.\yi% Slim, ' Av, iii:id:iiii, itir 
liini'- till- Mi'iiirr; liiil (lir I' wi 1' ill'- lirltrl' rlir:ii.' 
i (|iiii kly f'lul'. till liiiii. and wa'i in willy and talk.- 
jilivr- a I lli< y. .'i.iyi I , 

" tl'- ili.il Will ii'ii wlmii III* iii.iy, 
*' VVIirii hr will, lie kliall ImVc fi.iy i 

fii'l -.i> hrlprd niy-irit, (iiddy luuu aliouf ; • Wliat, 
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have you found your tongue ?* ' Yes, says I, it is 
manners to speak when I am spoken to ; but your 
^eatest talkers are the least doers, and the still sow 
eats up dl the broth.* ' Ha ! ha ! says Giddy, one 
would think he had nothing in him^ and do ^ou 
hear hovir he talks^ when he pleases 1' I grew im- 
mediately roguish and pleasant to a ^degree, in the 
same strain. Slimi who knew how good company 
we had been^ crieS| you will certainly print this 
bright conversation/' 

It is so $ and hereby you may see bow small an 
appearance the prettiest things said in company 
make, when in print. 

* 

Si* James's Coffee- house, June 20, 

A mail from Lisbon has brought advices, of June 
the twelfth, from the king of Portugal's army en- 
camped at Torre Allegada, which informs us, that 
the general of the army called a court martial on the 
fourth at the camp of Jerumena, where it was re- 
solved to march with a design to attempt the suc- 
cour of Olivenza. Accordingly the arm^ moved on 
the fifth, and marched towards Bndajos. Upon 
their approach, the Marquis de Bay detached so 

great a party from the blockade of Olivenza. that 
le Marquis das Minas, at the head of a large de- 
tachment, covered a great convoy of provisions to- 
wards Olivenza, which threw in their stores, and 
marched back to their army without molestation 
from the Spaniards. They add, that each army 
must necessarily march into quarters within twenty 
days* 

*#* Whosoever can discover a surgron's apprentice 
who fell upon Mr. BickerstafF's messenger, or (as 
the printers call him) Devil, going to the press, and 
tore out of his hand part of his essay against duels^ 

^ 3 
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in the fragments of which were the words ' you 
ic,' and * man of honour/ taken up at the Temple- 
gate, and the words, * perhaps* — ' may be not,'— 
' by your leave, Sir,*— and other terras of provoca- 
tion, taken up at the door of Young Man*s Coffee- 
house, shall receive satisfaction from Mr. Morphew, 
besides a set of arguments to be spoken to any man 
in a passion, which, if the said enraged vaan listens 
to^ will prevent quarrelling. 

t4-t Mr. BickerstafF does hereby ^ve notice, 
that he has taken the two famous Universities of this 
land under his immediate care, and does herrby 
promise all tutors and pupils, that he will hear what 
can be said of each side between them, and to cor> 
rect them impartially, by placing them in orders 
and classes in the learned worlds according to their 
merit. 
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S^icqmd agunt bomine s 

tiostri tit farrago bbdli* 

JUV. Sat I. 85, 86. 

Whatc'cr men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P* 

Whitens Chocolate-house, June 2a. 

An answer to the following letter being absdutclr 
necessary to be dispatched with all expedition, 1 
must trespass upon all that come with horary ques- 
tions into my anti-chamber, to give the gentlemao 
my opinion. 
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To Isaac Bickbrstaffj Esouirb^ 

'' Sir, June i8, l^o^^ 

*' I know not whether you ought to pity or laugb 
me ; for I am fallen desperately in love with a 
'ofested Platonne, the most unaccountable creature 
' her sex. To hear her talk scraphics, and run 
^er Norris, and More, and Milton, and the whole 
t of intellectual triflers, torments me heartily ; 
r, to a lover who understands metaphors, all this 
etty prattle of ideas gives very fine views of plea- 
re, which only the dear declaimer prevents, bv 
iderstanding them literally : why should she wisn 
be a cherubim, when it is flesh and blood that 
akes her adorable ? If I ^^k to her, that is a 
gh breach of the idea of intuition ; if I offer at 
T hand or lip, she shrinks from the touch like a 
nsitive plant, and would contract herself into 
ere spirit. She calls her chariot, vehicle; her 
rbelowed scarf, pinions ; her blue manteau and 
itticoat is her azure dress ; and her footman goes 
^ the name of Oberon. It is my misfortune to be 
c feet and a half high, two fu'l spans between the 
oulders, thirteen inches diameter in the calres ; 
td, before I was in love, I had a noble stomachy 
id usually went to bed sober with two bottles. I 
1 not quite six-and-twenty, and my nose is marked 
ily aqueline. For these reasons, I am in a Twy 
Tticular manner her aversion. What shall X do} 
ipudence . itself cannot reclaim her. If I write 
iserably, she reckons me among the children of 
rdition, and discards me her region : if I assumis 
e gross and substantial, she plays the real ?host 
ith me, and vanishes in a moment. I had nopes 
the hypocrisy of her sexj but perseverance raaket 
as bad as fixed aversion, I desire your opinion^ 
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whether I may not lawfully play the inquisition 
upon her, make use of a little force, and put her 
to the rack and the torture, only to convince her, 
she has really fine limbs^ without spoiling or dis- 
torting them. I expect your directions, before I 
proceed to dwindle and ^11 away with despair; 
which at present I do not think adviseable^ because, 
if she should recant, she may then hate me perhaps, 
in the other extreme, for my' tenuity. I am (with 
impatience) your most humble servant, 

Charles Sturdy.** 

My patient has put his case with very moch 
warmth, and represented it in so lively a manner, 
that I see both his torment and tormentor with great 
perspicuity. This order of Platonic ladies are to be 
deait with in a manner peculiar from all the rest of 
the sex. Flattery is the general way, and the way 
in this case -, but it is not to be done grossly. Every 
man that has wit, and humour, and raillery, can 
make a good flatterer, for woman in general : but a 
Pla tonne is not to be touched with panegyric: she 
will tell you, it is a sensuality in the soul to be de- 
lighted that way. You are not therefore to com- 
mend, but silently consent to all she does and says. 
You are to consider, in her the scorn of you is not 
humour, but opinion. 

There were, some years since, a set of these 
ladies who were of quality, and gave out, that vir- 
ginity was to be their state of life during this mortal 
condition, and therefore resolved to join their for- 
tunes, and erect a nunnery. The place of residence 
was pitched upon -, and a pretty situation, full of 
natural falls and risings of waters, with shady co- 
verts, and flowery arbours, was approved by seven 
of the founders. There were as many of our sex 
who took the liberty to visit their mansions of ia* 
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tended severity j among others*, a famous rake of 
that time, who had the grave way to an excellence. 
He came in first ; but, upon seeing a servant coming 
towards him, with a design to tell him this was no 
place for him or his companions, up goes my grave 
impudence to the maid ; '^ Young woman,'*, said he, 
*' if any of the ladies are in the way on this side of 
the house, pray carry us on the other side towards 
the gardens : we are, you must know, gentlemen 
that are travelling England ; after which we shall go 
into foreign parts, where some of us have already 
been." Here he bows in the most humble manner, 
and kissed the girl, who knew not how to behave to 
such a sort of carriage. He goes on : '* Now you 
roust know we have an ambition to have it to say, 
that we have a Protestant nunnery in England : but 
pray, Mrs. Betty" — " Sir," she replied, *^my ifeme 
IS Susan, at your service." Then I heartily beg 
your pardon" — '* No offence in' the least," said she, 
*' for I have a cousin-german, whose name is Betty." 
" Indeed,", said he, *' I protest to you, that was 
more than I knew; I spoke at random : laut since it 
happens that I was near in the right, give me leave 
to present this gentleman to the favour of a civil 
salute." His friend advances, and so on, until they 
had all saluted her. By this means the poor girl was 
in the middle of the crowd of these fellows, at a loss 
what to do, without courage to pass through them ; 
and the Platonics, at several peep-holes, pale, 
trembling, and fretting. Rake perceived they were 
observed, and therefore took care to keep Sukey in 
chat with questions concerning their way of life j 
when appeared at last Madonella f , a lady who had 

* Ic is said, that Mr. Repington, a Warwickshire wag, was 
the *' famous rake" here alluded to. 

t The person here representeifi or rather grossly misrepre- 
lentedy under the name of MadomU^ a diminutive from Ma« 
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w^rit a fine book concerning the recluse life, and nas 
the projectrix of the foundation. She approachei 
into the hall ; and Rake, knowing the dignity of bis 
own mien and aspect, goes deputy from his com- 
pany. She begins, " Sir, I am obliged to follow 
the servant, who was sent out to know what affair 
could make strangers press upon a solitude which 
we, who are to inhabit this place, have devoted to 
Heaven and our own thoughts?" " Madam/' re- 
plies Rake, with an air of great distance, mi:ced 
with a certain indifierence, by which he could dis- 
semble dissimulation, '* your great intention hsw 
made more noise in the world, than you design it 
should} and we travellers, who have seen raanr 
foreign institutions of this kind, have a curiosity to 
see, in its first rudiments, the seat of primitive 
piety ; for such it must be called by future ages, to 
the eternal honour of the founders : I have read 
Madonella's excellent and seraphic discourse on ih»« 
subject." The lady immediately answered, " It' 
what 1 have said could have contributed to raise any 
thoughts in ypu that may make for the advaucrroeiH 
of intellectual and divine conversation, I shouU 
think myself extremely happy.*' He immediately 
fell back with the profoundest veneration ; then ad- 
vancing, *' Are you tlien that admired lady ? If I 
may approach lips which have uttered things so 
sacred" — He salutes her. His friends followed his 
example. The devoted within stood in amazement 
where this would end, to see Madonella receive 
their address and their company. But Rake goes 
on — " We would not transgress rules; but if \vc 
may take the liberty to see the place you have 

Oona, which signiftct the Virgin Mary, wa«, Mr?. Maqr 
Astell, a lady of superior under fttiodiugi of considerable learo- 
iiigy and singular piety. 
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thought fit to choose for ever, we would go into 
such parts of the gardens, as is consistent with the 
severities you have imposed on yourselves." 

To be short, Madonella permitted Rake to lead 
her into the assembly of Nuns, followed by his 
friends, and each took his fair-one by the hand, after 
due explanation, to walk round the gardens. The 
conversation turned upon the lilies, the flowers, the 
arbours, and tiie growing vegetables; and Rake had 
the solemn impudence, when the whole company 
stood round him, to say *, that " he sincerely 
wished men might rise out of tlie earth like plants ; 
and that our minds were not of necessity to be 
sullied with carnivorous appetites for the generation, 
as well as 8upix>rt, of our species.'* This was spoken 
with so easy and iix.ed an assurance, that. Mado* 
Delia acnswercd, " Sir, under the notion of a pious 
thought, you deceive yourself in wishing an iusti- 
tution foreign to that of Providence. These desires 
were implanted in us for reverend purposes, in pre- 
serving the race of men, and giving opportunities 
for making our chastity more heroic." The con- 
ference was continued in this celestial strain, and 
carried on so well by the managers on both sides, 
that it created a second and a third interview; and, 
without entering into further particulars, there was 
hardly one of them but was a mother or father that 
day twelvemonth. 

Any unnatural part is long taking up, and as 
long laying aside 5 therefore Mr. Sturdy may assure 
himself, Platonica will fly for ever from a forward 
behaviour; but if he approaches her according to 
this model, she will fall in with the necessities of 
mortal life, and condescend to look with pity upon 

* An allusioii Co. or rather aquoCatioo from Sir T. Browne's 
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an unhappy roan, imprisoned in so much body^ and 
urged by such violont desires. 

From my own Apcurtment, June 22. 

The evils of this town increase upon me to so 
great a degree^ that I am half afraid I shall not 
leave the world much better than I found it. Se- 
veral worthy gentlemen and critics have applied to 
me, to g^ve my censure of an enormity which hai 
been revived, after being long suppressed, and 11 
called punning. I have several argiunents ready to 
prove, that he cannot be a man of honour, who is 
guilty of this abuse of human society. But the war 
to expose it is, like the expedient of curing dnui- 
kenness, shewing a man in that condition : there- 
fore I must give my reader warning, to expect a 
collection of these offences ; without which prepa- 
ration, I thought it too adventurous to introduce the 
very mention of it in good company : and I hope, 
I shall be understood to do it, as a divine mentions 
oaths and curses only for their condemnation. I 
shall dedicate this discourse to a gentleman, my very 
good friend, who is the Janus * of our times, and 
whom, by his years and wit, you would take to be 
of the last age 5 but by his dre^s and morals^ of 
this. 

St, James's Coffee-house y June 22. 

Last night arrived two mails from Holland, which 
bring letters from the Hague of the twenty-eighth 
instant, N. S. with advice, that the enemy lay en- 
camped behind a strong retrenchment, with the 
marsh of Romiers on their right and left, extending 
itself as far as Bethune : La Basse is in their front, 

* Under the £ancifiil name of Janus, Steele clearly alluJcs t« 

Swift. 
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.ens in their rear, and their camp is strengthened 
y another line from Lens to Doway. The Duke of 
la rl borough caused an exact observation to be 
aade of their ground, and the works by which thev 
/^ere covered, which appeared so strong, that it 
/as not thought proper to attack them in their pre- 
ent posture. However, the Duke thought fit to 
lake a feint as if he designed it : his Grace ac- 
ordingly marched from the abbey at Looze, as 
id Prince Eugene from Lampret, and advanced 
nth all possible diligence towards the enemy, 
^o favour the appearance of an intended assault, 
he ways were made, and" orders distributed in such 
lanncr, that none in either camp could have 
Noughts of any thing but charging the enemy bv 
reak of day next morning : but soon after the fall 
f the night of the twenty-sixth, the whole army 
iced towards Tournay, which place they invested 
arly in the morning of the twenty-seventh. The 
larshal Villars was so confident that we designed to 
ttack him, that he had drawn great part of the gar- 
ison of the place which is now invested into the 
leld : for which reason, it is presumed, it must 
ubmit within a small time, which' the enemy can- 
ot prevent, but by coming out of their present 
amp, and hazarding a general engagement. These 
dvices ad(}» that the garrison of Mons had marched 
ut under the command of marshal d'Arco ; which, 
/ith the Bavarians, Walloons, and the troops of 
k)logne^ have joined the grand army of the enemy. 
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N'SS. SATURDAY, JUNE 25, n09. 



^icquid agunt homines 

nouri est farrago libellu 

JUV. Sat. I. gj, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its il)eme. P, 

By Mrs. Jenny Distaff, Half-Sister to 

Mr. BiCKERSTAFF. 

From my own Apartment, June 23. 

My brother has made an excursion into the countrjr, 
and the work against Saturday lies upon me. I am 
very glad I have got pen and ink in my hand -, for I 
have for some time longed for his absence, to give a 
right idea of things, which I tliouglit he put in a very 
odd light, and some of them to the disadvantae:eof 
my own sex. It is much to be lamented, thatit is 
necessary to make discourses, and publish treatises, 
to keep the horrid creatures, the men, within the 
rules of common decency. 

I gladly embrace this opportunity to express my- 
self with the resentment 1 ought, on people aaLo 
take liberties of speech before that sex, of whom 
the honoured names of Mother, Daughter, and 
Sister are a part : 1 had liked to have named Wife in 
the luunber; but the senseless world are so mis- 
taken in their sentiments of pleasure, that the most 
amiLibleterm in human life is become the derision of 
l( (lis and scorners. My brother and I have at least 
iltty times quarrelled upon this topic. I ever ar<nic, 
that the frailties of women are to be imputed to the 
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false ornanients, which men of wit put upon our 
folly and coquetry. He lays'' all the vices of men 
upon women's secret approbation of libertine cha- 
racters in them. I did not care to give up a point j 
but, now he is out of the way, I cannot but own I 
believe there is Very much in what he asserted : but 
if you will believe your eyes, and own, that the 
wickedest and wittiest of them all marry one day or 
other, it is impossible to believe, that if a man 
thought he should be for ever incapable of being re- 
ceived by a woman of merit and honour, he would 
persist in an abandoned way 3 and deny himself the 
possibility of enjoying the happiness of well-go- 
verned desires, orderly satisfactions, and honourable 
metliods of life. If our sex were wise, a lover 
should have a certificate from the last woman he 
served, how he was turned away, before he was 
received into the service of another : but ali present 
any vagabond is welcome, provided he promi«es to 
enter into our livery. It is wonderful, that we u ill 
not take a footman without credentials from his last 
master ; and in the greatest concern of life, we 
make no scruple of falling into a treaty with the 
most notorious offender in this behaviour against 
others. But this breach of commerce between the 
sexes proceeds from an unaccountable prevalence of 
custom, by which a woman is to the last degree re- 
proachable for being deceived, and a man suffers no 
loss of credit for being a deceiver. 

Since this tyrant humour has gained place, why 
are we represented in the writings of men in ill 
figures for artifice in our carriage, when we have 
to do with a professed impostor ? When oaths, im- 
precations, vows, and adorations, are made use of 
as words of course, what arts are not necessary to 
defend us from such as glory in the breach ol them ? 
As for my part, I am resolved to hear all, and be- 

z a 
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lirvr norr of thrm ; and thrrrforc soleinnly dwlarc 
no vow shall ilcrri%c mc, but that ot' marriage : for 
I am turnrci of twenty, and being of a small for- 
tune, some wit, and (if I can believe my lovers and 
my glass) handsome, I have heard all that can be 
taid towards my undoing ; and shall therefore, for 
warning-sake, give an account of the offers that 
have been made me, my manner of rejecting them, 
and my nssi stance's to keep my resolution. 

In the sixteenth year of my life, I fell into the 
arquuintnnce of a lady extremely well known in 
this town lor the quick advancement of her hus- 
hniid, and the honours and distinctions which her 
industry hns procured him, and all who belong to 
h<T. 1 his excellent body sat next to mc for some 
months at church, and *' took the liberty, which," 
she >aicl, " her years and the zeal she had for my 
welfare fjnvc her t laim to, to assure me, that she 
observed s» nie parts of my behaviour which would 
h .' 1 mc into ( rrors, and give encouragement to 
sunu- to ciitcilain hopes I did not think of. \Vhat 
made you," said she, " look through your fan at 
that lorii, when your e)cs should have been turned 
upwards, or closed in attention upon better ob- 
jects ?" I blushed, and pretended filty odd ex- 
cuse s ; — but eonhnuided myself the more. She 
wanted nothing but to see that contusion, and goes 
on ; ** Nay, < hiKl, do not be troubled that I take 
notice of it ; my \aiueloryou made mc speak it; 
for thi>ugh he \s my kinsman, I have a nearer re- 
gard to virtiie than any other consideration." She 
had haidly d ne speaking, when this noble lord 
can)e up to us, and led lit r to her coach. 

My head ran all that day and night on the exem- 
plary carriage of this woman, who could be so vir- 
tuously impertinent, as to admonish one she was 
hardly accjuainted with. However, it struck upon 
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of men. Watermen brawl, coblers sing : but why 
must a barber be for ever a politician, a musidan, 
an anatomist, a poet, and a physician? The learned 
Vossius says, his barber used to comb his head in 
Iambics. And indeed, in all ages, one of this use- 
i\\\ profession, this order of cosmetic philosopher!, 
has been celebrated by the most eminent handi. 
You see the barber in Don Quixote is one of the 
principal cliaracters in the history ; which gave mc 
satisfaction in the doubt, why Don Saltero writ his 
name with a Spanish termination : for he is de« 
sc( ntlcd in a right line, not from John Tradescant*, 
as he himself asserts, but from that menGLorable com- 
panion of the lynight of Mancha. And I hereby 
ccitify all the worthy citizens who travel to sec his 
rarities, that his double-barrelled pistols, targets, 
coats of mail, his Sclopeta and sword of Toledo, 
were left to his ancestor by the said Don Quixote, 
and by tlie said ancestor to all his progeny down to 
Don Saltero. Though I go thus far in favour of 
Don Saltero's great merit, I cannot allow a hberty 
he takes of imposing several names (witliout ray 
licence) on the collections he has made, to the 
abuse of the good people of England 5 one of which 
is particularly calculated to deceive religious per- 
sons, to the great scandal of the well -disposed, and 
may introduce heterodox opinions. He shows you a 
straw- hat, which I know to be made by Madge 
peskad, within three miles of Bedford 3 and tells 
you, "It is Pontius Pilate's wife's chambennaid's 
sister's hat.*' To my knowledge of this very hat it 
may be added, that the covering of straw was never 
u^cd among tlie Jews, since it was demanded ot' 
them to make bricks without it. Therefore this is 

* Tradescant was the person who collected the curiositats 
which £lias Ashmole left to thfl Uoivcnity of Oxfoi-4* 
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really nothing but, under the specious pretence df 
learning and antiquities, to impose upon the world. 
There are other things which I cannot tolerate among 
his rarities : as, the china figure of a lady in the 
glass-case : the Italian engine for tlie imprisonment 
of those who go abroad with it : both which I here- 
by order to be taken down, or else he may expect to 
have his letters -patent for making punch superseded, 
be debarred wearing his rautf next winter, or ever 
coming to London without his wife. It may per- 
haps be thought I have dwelt too long upon the 
affairs of this operator j but I desire the reader to 
remember, tliat it is my way to consider men as 
they stand in merit, and not according to their for- 
tune or figure ; and if he is in a coffee-house at the 
reading hereof, let him look round, and he will 
find, there may be more characters drawn in this 
account than that of Don Saltero ; for half the po- 
liticians about him, he may observe, are, by their 
place in nature^ of the class of tooth-drawers. 
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^uicquid agunt homines « 

noitri at farrago hheVi, 

JUV. Sdt. 1.85, 86. 

Whate'cr men do, or say, or thipk, or .dream^ 

Oar motley paper seizes for its theme* P. 

Grecian Coffee-house, June 28. 

There is an habit or custom which I have put my 
patience to the utmost stretch to have suffered so 

A A 1 



3^8 TATLER. N» 35. 

long, because several of my intimate friends arc ia 
the guilt; and that is, the humour of taking sDuff» 
anil looking dirty about the mouth by way of oraa- 
int'iit. 

My method is, to dive to the bottom of a sore 
before I pretend to apply a remedy. For this lea- 
iion, I sat by an eminent story-teller and politician, 
who takes half an ounce in live seconds, and has 
mortgaged a pretty tenement near the town, merelj 
to improve and dung his brains with this proline 
powder. I obsen^ed this gentleman, the other day, 
in the midst of a story, diverted from it by looking 
at something at a distance, and I softly hid his box. 
But he returns to his tale, and, looking for his box, 
he cries, *' And so*. Sir — *' Then, when he should 
liavc taken a pinch, " As I was saying — " says he, 
** has nobody seen my box?" His friend beseeches 
him to fmish his narration: then he proceeds; ''And 

so. Sir where can my box be ?** Then turning 

to n\c, " Pray, Sir, did you see my box ?*' *' Yes, 
Sir," said I, ** I took it to see how long you could 
live without it." He resumes his tale, and I took 
notice that his dulness was much more regular and 
Hiu'iit than before. A pinch supplied the place of 
" As I was saying," and ** So, Sir;" and be went 
on currently enough in that style which the learned 
viu\ the insipid. This obseriation easily led me into 
a philosophic reason for taking snulT, which is done 
i^nly to supply with sensations the want of reflection. 
This I take to be an ilp^na, a nostrum ; upon which 
I Iiopc to receive the thanks of this board : for as it 
is natural to lift a man's hand to a sore, when you 
fear any thing coming at you ; so when a person 
feels his thoughts are run out, and he has no more 
to ^ay, it is as natural to supply his weak brain with 
powder at the nearest place of access, viz. the 
Ao>tri]s. This is so evident, that nature suggcsti 
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the use according to the indigence of the persona 
'who take this medicine, without being prepossessed 
ixrith the force of fashion or custom. For example j 
the native Hibernians, who are reckoned not much 
unlike the antient Boeotians, take this specific for 
emptiness in the head, in greater abundance than 
any other nation under the sun.* The learned Sotus, 
as sparing as he is in his words, would be' still more 
silent if it were not for this powder. 

However low and poor the taking of snufF argues 
a man to be in his own stock of thoughts, or means 
to employ his brains and his fingers j yet there is a 
poorer creature in the world than he, and this is a 
borrower of snufl'; a fellow that keeps no box of 
Jiis own, but is always asking others for a pinch. 
Such poor rogues put me always in mind of a com- 
mon phrase among school-boys when they are com- 
posing their exercise, who rurifc) an upper scholar, 
and cry, ** Pray give me a little sense." But of all 
things commend me to the ladies who are got into 
this pretty help to discourse. I have been these 
three years persuading Sagissa * to leave it off; but 
she talks so much, and is so learned, that she is 
above contradiction. However, an accident the 
other day brought that about, which my eloquence 
could never accomplish. She had a very pretty fel- 
Jow in her closet, who ran thither to avoid some 
€X>mpany that came to visit her : she made an ex- 
cuse to go in to him for some implement they were 
talking of. Her eager gallant snatched a kissj but, 
being unused to snuff, some grains from off her 

* The itigenions lady here alludeil to, under the name of 
Sngissa, a tHminiitive from the word Sage, was probably Mrs. 
De la Rivitre Vlanley, who provoked Steele by the liberties she 
had taken u'ith his character in her << Secret Memwrs fromtho 
*' New Atalatitis^ &c." 

A A 5 



270 TATLER. N^35. 

upper lip made him sneeze aloud, 'which alarmed the 
visitants, and has made a discovery, that proionnd 
reading, very much intelligence, and a general 
knowledge of who and who are together, canuot 
till lier vacant hours so much, but slie is sometimes 
oblicred to descend to entertainments less intd- 
lectual. 

JVIntes Chocolate-house, June 29. 

I know no manner of news from this place, lut 
thnt Cynthio, having been long in despair for tlie 
inexorable Clarissa, lately resolved to tail in love 
with the good old way of bargain and sale, and has 
* pitched upon a very agreeable young woman. He 
will undoubtedly succeed ; for he accosts her in a 
strain of familiarity, without breaking through the 
deference that is due to a woman whom a man 
would choose forftis life *. I have hardly ever 
heard rougli truth spoken with a better grace than 
ill this liis letter. 

'' Madam, 
" I writ to you on Saturday by Mrs. laicy, and 
give you this trouble to urge the same recjucst I 
maJ.e then, which was, that I may be permitted to 
wait U|>on you. I shotdd be very far from desiring 
th:>, it' it was a transgression of the most severe 
rules t > all(;w it : 1 know you are very much above 
the little arts which are frequent in your sex, of 
giviui; ur.r.c' essrry torments to \\w\r admirer^; 
tluref(,re ho])e \oa will do so much iusliee to ihc 
gi ncioiis passii.n 1 have for you, as to let me hi-.vc 
an opporiuiMty of acquainting you upon what mo- 
tives 1 pretend to your gv^od ojjiuion. 1 shall not 

* Lot a HinctiinHfoke mi.rrcd Lady El^zriheiti Pop'^am, 
oiil^ «' u;; I iter of Alcxaudcr Toi'liam, Ejq. of Littlccotc, la 
Wiltbhiic. 
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trouble you with my sentiments until I know how 
they will be received j and as I know no reason why 
difference of sex should make our language to each 
other differ from the ordinary rules of right reason, 
I shall affect plainness and sincerity In my discourse 
to you, as much as other lovers do perplexity and 
rapture. Instead of saying I shall die for you, 
I profess I should be glad to lead my life with 
you : you are as beautiful, as witty, as pru- 
dent, and as good-humoured, as any woman breath- 
ing ; but, I must confess to you, I regard all these 
excellences as you will please to direct tliem for my 
happiness or misery. With me. Madam, the only 
lasting motive to love is the hope of its becoming 
mutual. I beg of you to let Mrs. Lucy send me 
word when I may attend you. I promise you I will 
talk of nothing but indifferent things ; though, at 
the same time, I know not how I shall approach 
you in the tender moment of first seeing you, after 
this declaration of. Madam, your most obedient^ 
and most faitliful humble servant, &c.'* 

JPiirs Coffee-house, June 29. 

Having taken a resolution, when plays are acted 
next winter by an entire good company, to publish 
observations from time to time on the performance 
» of tlie actors, I think it but just to give an abstract 
of the laws of action, for the help of the less learned 
part of the audience, that they may rationally enjoy 
so refined and instructive ^ pleasure as a just re- 
presentation of human life. The great errors in 
playing are admirably well exposed in Hamlet's di- 
rections to the actors who are to play in his supposed 
tragedy 5 by which we shall form our future judg- 
ments on their behaviour, and for that reason ypa 
liave the discourse as follows : 
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" Speak the speech, I pray you, as I pronounc'd 
it to you, trippingly on the tongue: but if yott 
mouth it, as many of our players do, I had as licvc 
the town -crier spoke njy lines. Nor do not saw the 
air too much with your hand^ thus ; but use all 
gently : for in the very torrent, tempest, and (as I 
may say) whirlwind of your passion, you must ac- 
quire and beget a temperance, that may give it 
smoothness. O, it offends me to the soul, to hear a 
robustious perriwig pa ted fellow tear a passion to 
tatters, to very rags, to split the ears of the ground* 
lings } who, for the most part, are capable of no- 
thing but inexplicable dumb shews, and noise: I 
would have such a fellow whipp'd for o'er-doing 
Termagant; it out-herods Herod: pray you, avoid 
it. Be not too tame neither, but let your own dis- 
cretion be youV tutor: suit the action to the word, 
the word to the action ; wdth this special observance, 
that you o'erstep not the modesty of nature : f«r 
any thing so overdone is from the purpose of play- 
ing, whose end, both at the first, and now, was, 
and is, to hold as 'twere the mirror up to nature ; 
to show virtue her own feature, scorn her o\iTi 
image, and the very age and body of the time hi« 
form and pressure. Now this, over-done, or come 
tardy cfi\ though it make the unskilful laugh, can- 
not but make the judicious grieve ; the censure of 
wliich one, must, in your allowance, o'er-weigh a 
whole theatre of others. O, there be players, that 
I have seen play, — and heard others praise, and that 
highly— not to speak it profanely, that, neither hav- 
ing the accent of Christians, nor the gait of Chris- 
tian, Pagan, nor man, have so strutted, and bel- 
lowed, that I have thought some of nature's jour- 
neymen had made men, and not made them well, 
they imitated humanity so abominably. This should 
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be reformed altogether. And let those that play 
your clowns, speak no more than is set down lor 
them : for there be of them, that will themselves 
laugh^ to set on some quantity of barren spectators 
to laugh too; tliough in the mean time, some ne- 
cessary question of the play be then to be consi- 
dered : tliat 's villainous, and shows a most pitiful 
ambition in the fool that uses it." 

From my own Apartment^ June 29, 

It would be a very great obligation, and an as- 
•istance to my treatise upon punning, if any one 
would please to inform me in what class among the 
learned, wlio play with words, to place the author 
of the following letter. 

''Sir, 
" Not long since you were pleased to give us a 
chimerical account of the famous family of the 
Staffs, from whence I suppose you would insinuate, 
that it is the most antient and numerous house in all 
Europe. But I positively deny that it is either, and 
wonder much at your audacious proceedings in this 
manner, since it is well known, that our most il- 
lustrious, most renowned, and most celebrated Ro- 
man family of Ix has enjoyed the precedency to all 
others^ from the reign of good old Saturn. I could 
say much to the defamation and disgrace of your 
family 5 as, that your relations Distaff and Broom- 
staff were both inconsiderable mean persons, one 
spinning, the other sweeping the streets, for their 
daily bread. But I forbear to vent my spleen on 
objects so much beneath my indignation. 1 shall 
only give the world a catalogue of my ancestors, and 
leave them to determine which hath hitherto had, 
and which for the future ought to have, the pro 
ference. 
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First then comes the most famous and popak 
lady Meretrix, parent of the fertile family of Bd- 
latrix, IxKrix, Netrix, Kutrix, Obstetiix, Famo- 
latrix, Coclrix, Ornatrix, Sarcmatrix, Fcxtrix, Bat 
ncatrix, Portatrix, Saltatrix, Divinatrix, Coojeo 
trix, Comtrix^. Debitrix, Crexiitrix, Donatrix, Am- 
bulatrix, Mcrcatrix, Adsectrix, AssectatriXy Pal- 
patrix, Prajceptrix, Pistrix. I am yours, 

Eliz- F«tatxix* 

St, James's Coffee-house, June 27. 

Letters from Brussels, of the second cf Juk, 
N. S. say, that the Duke of ^iarlbtirough and 
Prince Eugene, having received advice that the 
marshal Villars had drawn 3, considerable body 
oiit of the garrison of Toumay, to reinforce his 
r.rmy, marched towards that place, and came be- 
fore it early in the morning of the twenty-seventh. 
As soon as they came into that ground, the prince 
of Nassau was sent with a strong detachment to 
take post at St. Amand ; and at the same time ray 
lord Orkney received orders to possess himself of 
Mortagnej both which were successfully executed; 
whcucby we were masters of the Scheld and Scarp. 
Kight men were drawn out of each troop of dra- 
goons and company of foot in the garrison of Tour- 
nay, to make up the reinforcement which was or- 
^Icrcd to join marshal Villars. On advice, that the 
allies \\ rre marching towards Touniay, they endea- 
voured to return into the town, but were inter- 
cepted by the earl of Orkney, by whom the whole 
l>oily was killed or taken. These letters add, that 
lu'cUe. hundred dragoons (each horseman carrying 
a ioot-sioldier behind him) were detached from 
jMoin to throw themselves into Tournay, but, 
u^ow apjiearance of a great body of horse of the 
^Jiic;^, retired toward* Condc. We hear that the 
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garrison does not consist of more than three thoii- 
8and ^ve hundred men. Of the sixty battalions 
designed to be employed in this siege, seven are 
English, viz. two of guards, and the regiments of 
Argyle, Temple, Evans, and Meredith. 
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By Mrs. Jenny Distaff, Half-sister to 
Mr. Bicker STAFF. 

^uicquid agunt homines 

n»stri est farrago lihelli, 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, 86. 

Whnte'cr men do, or say, oi^ »hink, or tlreani| 

Oar ftioLley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own Apartment, June 30. 

Many affairs calling my brother inta tlie country, 
. the care of our intelligence with the town is left to 
me for some time 3 therefore, you must expect the 
advices you meet with in this paper, to be such as 
more immediately and naturally fall under tlie con- 
sideration of our sex. History, therefore, written 
by a woman, you will easily imagine to consist of 
Jove in all its forms, both in tlie abuse of, and obe- 
dience to that passion. As to the faculty of writing 
itself, it will not, it is hoped, be demanded that 
style and ornament shall be so much consulted, as 
truth and simplicity 5 which latter qualities we may 
more justly pretend to beyond the otlier sex : while, 
^therefore, the administration of our affairs is iu my 
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Ii.il. ■'.', >T>n ^'^.iH from time to timr hnvr an cxart 
;it(.itin( ut j!1 LiIm- l(iV(-i's» fliiil thrir sIkiIIow prr- 
triti r> !('• 1m( .tlxiiiL^ oif ; of all termagant uivcs who 
iit.tl.c wciiliiik a \ok('; (it* men who ilVcct the en- 
irx\A\\\\\n\\u aiul mannrnt suitable only to our .sex, 
ar.il AiJiiK 11 \\\\n prt'tciid to the CDwduet of such at- 
t.Mr-. .!> an- only within the i)roviure of men. It is 
n<i<M.iry tiirihirti) advertise tin: rtrader, that the 
li.u.d j»l..>'stit icM>rt Ixin.^ utierly oul of my pro- 
\'\\v'i ur i-l'-i r\ati«»n, I shall beohlii^fd frequently to 
t h.iM-e tin- ilaK's ot" j)la< rs, as lururnnecs tome into 
my way. 'llic following letter 1 lately received 
li'om Kp 'OUi : 

" Epsom, June 28. 

•* It i«» now almost thrfo weeks .since what you 
wiit al.oitt iia)>p(iud in this place: the quarrel bi- 
tuet n in\ tVit'iiil.*» did not run so hi^^h as 1 find your 
;.i • 'Mni^ li.ive made it. The liiith of the i'act you 
fch:dll.:ive very laithrully. Y<»\i are to understand, 
tliat the p rM)iis ronecrnc d in this scene were Jjdy 
Aiilinnu Hid Lavly Sprin^ly. Autumn is a person 
ol I'/Mjd l)!i eiliii;.^, I'orm.iliiy, and a singular way 
pr.u'iisid in the last age; and l-ady Springlv, a 
inndcMii iinpcrtiiKiit ot our sex, wlxj alUMts as in> 
j)n>j)er a l.miiliarity, as the other d(x:s distance; 
I»idv Autumn knows to a hair's breadth where her 
pliici- i, in all ;i->^c nihlics and con\ creations j but 
Sj)iiii'']y iitiilifT «;ivc.i nor tak( s ])latv ol any bixly, 
but unil' r^i.nuU lli'* pla<'e to signify no n«ore, than 
toha\e rt)om iiK^ugh to in* at e.l^c whc^rtrver sIjc 
comes: tlms, whih; y\utuum takes llie whole ot' 
tliis lite to cti". ,i>t in understanding punctilio and 
dceoiuni, Sprin^ly takes e\ciy thmg to be beco- 
ming, u 111' li cnni: il)Ute-. to her ease and satisfac- 
tion. 'J'liJ-,t: hemints have marneii two brothcrsj, 
buiii knigliCa. Springly is ihc spouiic of the eldcTj 
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who is a bpronet 5 and Autumn, being a rich wi- 
dow, has taken the younger, and her purse endowed 
him with an equal fortune, and knightliood of the 
same order. This jumble of titles, you need not 
doubt, has been an aching torment to Autumn, 
-NVho took place of the other on no pretence, but 
her carelessness and disregard of distinction. The 
eecret occasion of envy broiled long m the breast of 
Autumn 5 but no opportunity of contention on that 
subject happening, kept all things quiet until th« 
accident of which you demand an account. 

•' It was given out among all the gay people of this 
place, that on the ninth instant several damsels, 
iwift of foot, were to run for a suit of head-cloathg 
at the Old Wells. Lady Autumn on this occasion 
invited Springly to go with her in her coach to sec 
the race. When they came to the place, where the 
governor of Epsom and all his court of citizens were 
assembled, as well as a crowd of people of all orders, 
a brisk young fellow addresses hiraiself to the younger 
of tlie ladies, viz* Springly, and offers her his ser- 
vice to conduct her into the musick-room. Springly 
accepts the compliment, and is led triumphantly 
through a bowing crowd, while Autumn is left 
among the rabble, and has much ado to get back 
into her coach ; but she did it at last : and, as it ig 
usual to see, by the horses, my Lady's present dis- 

Eosition, she orders John to whip furiously home to 
cr husband J where, when she enters, down she 
•its, began to unpin her hood, and lament her foolish 
fond heart, to marry into a family where she was 

fo little regarded ; she that might . Here she 

ftops; then rises up, and stamps, and sits down 
again. Her gentle knight made his approach with 
a supple beseeching gesture. * My dear !' said he — 
' Tell me no dears !' replied Autumn, in the ])rc-. 
•eace of the goveruor and all the merchants. ' What 

TOI4. 1. fiB 



Clg TATLER. K'36. 

"will the world say of a woman that has thrown hcF* 
fc.lt' away at tliis rate r* Sir Thomas withdrew, aoi 
knew it would not be long a secret to him; 3S«I 
as that experience told liim, he that marries a f* 
iviiie ia, of course, guilty of all faults against iiii 
witV, let them be committed by whom they will: 
but Springly, an hx>ur or two after, returns fromtte 
Wells, and finds the whole company together. 
Down she sat, and a profound silence ensool 
You know a premeditated quarrel usually begiM 
r.iid works up with the words some people, IV 
siiCnce was broken by Lady Autumn, who began 
to say, * There are some people who fancy, that if 
some people* — Spriugly immediately takes her up, 
* There are some people who fancy, if other peo- 
ple' — Autumn repartees, * People may give thon- 
selves airs j but other people, perhaps, who male 
less ado, may be, perhaps, as agreeable as people 
who set tliemselves out more.' All the other peo- 
ple at the table sat mute, while these two jx^ople, 
who were quarrelling, went on with the use ot' ib« 
word people, instancing the very accidents betwctu 
them, as if they kept only in distant hints. Tlierc- 
fore, says Autumn, reddening, ' There are some 
people will go abroad in other peoples coaches, and 
leave those with whom they went to shift for them- 
selves : and if, perhaps, tliose people have manied 
the younger brother -, yet, perhaps, lie may be be- 
holden to those people for what he is.* Springly 
smartly answers, ' People may bring so much ill- 
humour into a family, as people may repent thicir 
receiving their money j* and goes on — ' Every body 
is not considerable enough to give, her uneasiness.* 
Upon this Autumn comes up to her, and desired 
her to kiss her, and never to see her again 3 which 
her sister refusing, my lady gave her a box on the 
ear. Springly returns^ ^ Ay^ ay> said she^ I knew 
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.«rell enough you meant me by your some people j' 
ihd gives her another on the other side. To it they 
went with most masculine fury ; each husband ran 
in. The wives immediately fell upon their hus- 
bands, and tore periwigs and cravats. The com- 
pany interposed ; when (according to the slip-knot 
of matrimony, which makes them return to one 
another when any one put in between) the ladies 
and their husbands fell uj)on all the rest of the com- 
pany j and, having beat all their friends and rela- 
tions out of (he house, came to themselves time 
enough to know, there was no bearing the jest of 
the place after these adventures, and therefore 
inarched off the next day. It is said, the governor 
bas sent several joints of mutton, and has proposed 
divers dishes^ very exquisitely dressed, to bring them 
down again. From his address and knowledge in 
roast and boiled, all our hopes of tlie return of thi» 
good company depend. I am, dear Jenny, 

" Your ready friend and servant, 

** Martha Tatler." 

Wliites Chocolate-house y June 30. 

This day appeared here a figure of a person^ 
whose services to the fair sex have reduced him to 
a kind of existence for which there is no name. If 
there be a condition between life and death, with- 
out being absolutely dead or living, his state is that. 
His aspect and complexion, in his robust days, gave 
hira the illustrious title of Africanus : but it is not 
only from the warm climates in which he has 
served, nor from the disasters which he has suf- 
fered, that he deserves the same appellation with 
that renowned Roman ; but that magnanimity with 
which he appears in his last moments, is what gives 
him the undoubted character of hero, Cato stabbed 

SB 2 
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himself, and Hannibal drank poison ; but our Afri- 
ca nus lives in the continual puncture of aching bones 
and poisoned juices. The old heroes fied from tor- 
uu nts by death j and this modern lives in death 
and torments, with an heart wholly bent upon a 
supply for remaining in them : an ordinar}' spirit 
would sink under his oppressions, but he makes an 
advantage of his very sorrow, and raises an income 
from his diseases. Long has this worthy been con- 
versant in bartering, and knows that, when stocks 
are lowest it is the time to buy. Therefore, with 
much prudence and tranquillity, he thinks that, 
now he has not a bone sound, but a thousand no- 
dous parts for which the anatomists have not words, 
and more diseases than the college ever heard of, it 
is the only time to purchase an annuity for life. Sir 
Thomas told me» it was an entertainment more sur- 
prising and pleasatft than can be imagined, to see 
an inhabitant of neither world, without hand to 
lift, or leg to move, scarce tongue to utter his 
meaning, so keen upon biting the whole world, 
and making bubbles at his exit. Sir Thomas added, 
lliat he would have bought twelve shillings a year of 
Irim, but that he feared there was some trick in it, 
and believed him already dead. ** What," says the 
knight, " is Mr. Partridge, whom I met just now 
going on both his legs rirmer than I can, allowed to 
be quite dead ; and shall Africanus, without one 
limb that can do its office, be pronounced alive ?*' 

What heightened the tragi-comedy of this market 
for annuities was, that the observation of it pro- 
voked Monoculus (who is the most eloquent of all 
n}cn) to many excellent reflections j which he spoke 
with the vehemence and language both of a game- 
ster and an orator. ** When 1 cast," said that de- 
lightful speaker, *' my eye upon thee, thou unac- 
countable Africanus, I caimot but call myself as uu- 
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accountable as thou art ; for, certainly, we were 
born to shew what contradictions nature is pleased 
to form in the same species. Here am I, able to 
eat, to drink, to sleep, and to do all acts of nature, 
except begetting my like j and yet, by an unintel- 
ligible force of spleen and fancy, I every moment 
imagine I am dying. It is utter madness in thee 
to provide for supper ; for, I will bet you ten to 
one, you do not live until half an hour after four j 
and yet I am so distracted as to be in fear every mo- 
ment ; though I will lay ten to three, 1 drink three 
pints of burnt claret at your funeral three nights 
hence. After all, I envy thee ; thou who, dying, 
hast no sense of death, art happier than one in 
health, who always fears it.'* The knight had gone 
on, but that a third man ended the scene, by ap- 
plauding the knight's eloquence and philosophy, in 
a laughter too violent for his own constitution, as 
much as he mocked that of Africanus and Mono- 
culus. 

St. James's Coffee-house, July i. 

This day arrived here three mails from Holland, 
with advices relating to the affairs of the Low Coun- 
tries, which say, that the confederate army extends 
from Louchin, on the causeway between Ton rnay 
and Lisle, to Epain, near Mortagne on the Scheld, 
The Marshal Villars remains in his camp at Lens 5 
but it is said, he detached ten thousand men under 
the command of the Chevalier de Luxemburg, with 
orders to form a camp at Crepin on the Haine, be- 
tween Conde and St. Guillain, where he is to be 
joined by the Elector of Bavaria, with a body of 
troops 3 and, after their conjunction, to attempt to 
march into Brabant. But they write from Brussels, 
that the Duke of Marlborough having it equally in 
his power to make detachments to the saoiQ ^^\l<^^ 
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they are under no apprehensions from these reports 
for the safety of their country. They further add 
from Brussels, that they have good authority for 
behcving that the French troops under tlie conduct 
of the Marshal de Bezons are retiring out of Spain. 
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By Mrs. Jenny Distaff, Half-sister to 

Mr. BiCRERSTAFP. 

^icquid agunt bmiines 

noitri est farraga lihelli, 

JUV. Sat. I. 85, S6. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper feizes for its theme. P. 

Whites Chocolate''house, Juh/ 2. 

Jt may be thought very unaccountable, that I, who 
can never be supposed to go to White's, should pre- 
tend to talk to you of matters proper for, or in the 
stylt^ of, that place. But though I never visit these 
public haunts, I converse with those who do } and, 
for all they pretend so much to tlie contrary, tliey 
are as talkative as our sex, and as much at a loss to 
entertain the present company, without sacrilicin^ 
the last, as we ourselves. This reflection has led 
me into the consideration of the use of speech; 
and made me look over, in my memory, all my 
acquaintance of both sexes, to know to which I 
may more justly impute the sin of superfluous dis- 
course in regard to conversation, without entering 
into it^ as it respects religion. 
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1 foresee, roy acquaintance will immediately, 
upon starting this subject, ask me, how I shall 
celebrate Mrs. Alse Copswood, the Yorkshire 
huntress, who is come to town lately, and moves 
as if she were on her nag, and gomg to take a 
five-bar gate j and is as loud as if she were follow- 
ing her dogs ? I can easily answer that ; for, she 
is as soft as Damon, in comparison of her brother- 
in-law, Tom Bellfrey, who is the most accomplished 
'man in this kingdom for all gentleman-like activi- 
ties and accomplishments. It is allowed, that he 
is a professed enemv to the Italian performers in 
musick : but then, for our own native manner, ac- 
cording to the customs and known usages of our 
island, he is to be preferred, for the generality of 
the pleasure he bestows, much before those fellows, 
though they sing to full theatres : for, what is a 
tlieatrical voice to that of a fox-hunter ? I have 
been at a musical entertainment in an open field, 
"U'here it amazed me to hear to what pitches the 
chief masters would reach. There was a meeting 
near our seat in Staffordshire, and the most emi- 
nent of all the counties of England were at it. How 
wonderful was the harmony between men and dogs ! 
Robin Cartail of Bucks was to answer to Jowler ; 
•Mr. Tinbreast of Cornwall was appointed to open 
with Sweetlipsj and Beau Slimber, a Londoner, 
undertook to keep up with Trips, a whelp just set 
in J Tom Bellfrey and Ring wood were coupled to- 
gether, to fill the cry on all occasions, and be in at 
the death of the fox, hare, or stag, for which both 
the dog and the man were excellently suited, and 
loved one another, and were as much together, as 
Banister and King. When Jowler first alarmed the 
field, Cartail repeated every note ; Sweethps's tre- 
ble succeieded, and shook the wood 5 Tinbreast 
echoed a quarter of a mile beyond i^ 'W^^^^ 
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moil flftrr all at a I(m«» until we rode up, nod Amod 
Trip* «iid Slimbrr il a defiult in lialf-notet i but 
Ibe d«x Bnd the tune wai recovered 1^ Tom Bell- 
Irex Mid Riiig%voocl, to the great |oy of ua all« though 
tlK7 dniwned every <itber voice t for Belifrejr car- 
rira a mite four furlongN# three nxbi aod aU pocM^ 
farther ih:in any other Tu EngbuiU* 

I leiir the mention of thia will be thought a di« 
gre»i»ion from my purpoiie about apeech i but 1 an- 
nwer, no. Since tliia ii uaed where speech rather 
•huuld lie employed, It may come into cim«ideration 
in the same cliapter ; for, Mr. Beilfrey being at a 
vi»it wliere I waa, vb. at hit eouftiu'i (lAiy Dalnty'i) 
in .Sc»lu>-iK|uare, wof anked, wiiat entertainmenti 
tliey h:ul in the country ) Now, Beilfrey \n }ftff 
ignorant, and much a clown » but confident wiclialt 
in a ward, he niruck up a fox-clmce i l4idv Daiuty'i 
dog, Mr. 8ip|)ct, an uiiti caWn him, »tarttci, jumprd 
out of hi» lady's lap, and fell a barkinq;. rirlUrey 
went on, and called all the neighbouring |mribhc» 
into tlir M|tmr(^. Never wan woman in sulU ronfu- 
Rion :iH that dc licrttr ludy : btit tlirre wa« nr) Mtoppliig 
her kitiHiiiaii. A room-full of ladicn fell into the 
moht violent laughter ; my lady hnikeil an if idte 
wan lihriekiug: Mr. Sip|M'i, in the middle of i\)o 
rtHHi), breaking Win he.irl with barking, but all of 
tiM unheard. Ah noon mi Hrlilrey breume Hileui, up 

f;etM my lady, and taken him by the arm. to lead 
lim du I Hellfrey wan in bin UH>tH. Ah ithe wa« 
hurrying him away, hiii NpurN take bold of her |>ct- 
tieoat) hiM whip thrown down a cabiuei. of china: 
he crim, " What! are your crock* rodm ? are your 
netiicontK ragged? A man cannot walk in your 
h(ni>*e for trineumH." 

Kvery eoiuity of (ircal Britain iuw one hundre^d or 
more of liiiK nort of fcllowii, who roar inntcad of 
Mpegkiug : Ibcrclorc, if U be true, that wc womcfi 
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are. also given to a greater fluency of words than is 
necessary, sure, she that disturbs but a room or a 
family, is more to be tolerated, than one who draws 
together whole parishes and counties, and some- 
times (with an estate that might make him the 
blessing and ornament of the world around him) 
has no otlier view and ambition, but to be an ani- 
mal above dogs and horses, without the rehsh of 
aiiy one enjoyment which is peculiar to the faculties 
of human nature. I know it will here be said, that, 
talking of mere countiy Squires at this rate, is, as 
it were, to write against Valentine and Orson. To 
prove any thing against the race of men, you must 
tak6 them as they are adorned with education ; as 
they live in Courts, or have received instructions in 
Colleges. 

But I am so full of my late entertainment by Mr. 
Bellfrey, that I must deter pursuing this subject to 
another day j and wave the proper observations upon 
the different offenders in this kind -, some by pro- 
found eloquence on small occasions, others by de- 
grading speech upon great circumstances. Expect, 
therefore, to hear of the whisperer without business, 
the laugher without wit, the complainer witlioui re- 
ceiving injuries, and a very large crowd, which I 
shall not forestal, who are common (though not 
commonly observed) impertinents, whose tongues 
are too voluble for their brains, and are the general 
despisers of us women, though we have their supe- 
riors, tlie men of sense, for our servants. 



JVllCs Coffee-house, July 3. 

A very ingenious gentleman was complaining this 
evening, that the phiyers are grown so severe critics, 
that they would not take in his play, though it has 



as many fine things in it as any play that has bcxa 
-writ since the dap of Diyden, He began bb dis- 
course about his .play with a preface. 

'* There is," said he» *^ somewhat (however v« 
palliate it) in the very frame and make of as, that 
subjects our minds to chagrin and irresolution oa 
any emergency of time or place. The diffictdtj 
grows on oar sickened imagination, under all the 
killing circupistances of danger and disappointment. 
This we see,- not only in the men of retirement and 
fancy, but in the characters of the men of action*, 
with this only difference | the coward sees the dan- 
ger, and sickens under h *, 'the hero, warmed by the 
difficulty, dilates, and rises in proportion to titat, 
and in sonie sort makes use of hb very fears to dis* 
arm it. A remarkable instance of this we have in 
the great Caesar, when he' came to the Rubicon, 
and was entering upon a part, perhaps, the most 
hazardous he ever bore (certainly the most ungrate* 
ful) ; a war with his countrymen. When his mind 
brooded o'er personal affronts, perhaps his anger 
burned with a desire of revenge: but when more 
serious reflections laid before him the hazard of the 
enterprize^ with the dismal consequences which 
were likely to attend it, aggravated by a special 
circumstance, ' What figure it would bear in the 
world, or how be excused to posterity! What* 
shall he do ?* — His honour, which was his religion, 
bids him arm 3 and he sounda the inclinations of 
his party by this set speech : 

*' C-rESAR TO his party at the Rubicon. 

Grr'dt Jove ] attend, and thou my native soil. 
Safe in mj triumplis, g'iitted in my spoil | 
Wi;n<$s witft vvhai reluctance I oppose 
My .urns to thine, secure of ntlier foe«. 
What passive breast can bear disgrace like mine ? 
Traifr /—For ihis I couqocr'd on the Rline, 
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EnilnrM their ten years drudgery in Gaul, 

A^journM their fate, and sav'd the Capitol. 

1 {;iew by every guilty triumph less ;. 

The crowd, when drunk with jov, their souls express, 

Impatient of the war, yet fear socccss. 

r,, .'ive actions dazzle with loo bright a ray; 

Lke birds obscene they chntttr at the day : 

Giddy with rule, and valiant in debate, 

'J licy throw the die of war, 'o save the State: 

Ai d, Gods 1 to gild ingratitude with fame, 

A*^sumc the patriot's, we tlic rebel's name. 

Karcwcll, my friends; your General, furlorn^ 

T'» )our bare pity, and the puhUc scorn, 

Must lay th<tt honour and his laurel down^ 

To serve the vain caprices of the gown ; 

F-X.p''!»M to all indignities, the brave 

D vci ve of those they glory 'd hill to save, • 

To rods and i^xes ! — No, thej^^aves can't dara 

Play with njy grief, and tempt my last desp.ir. 

TMis sliall ti.e honours which it won maintain^ 

Or do me justice, ere 1 hug my cUain. 

St. James's Coffee-liousc, Jubj 4. 

There has arrived no mail since our last ; so that 
we have no manner of foreign news, except wc 
were to give y(ni, for such, the many speculations 
which are on foot concerning what was imported 
by the last advices. There are, it seems, sixty bat- 
talions and seventeen squadrons appointed to servo 
in the siege of Toumay j the garrison of which 
place consists of but eleven battalions and four 
squadrons. Letters of the twenty-ninth of the last 
month, from Berlin, have brought ad\ ice, that the 
Kings of Denmark and Prussia, and his Majesty 
Augustus, were within few days to come to an in- 
terview at Potsdam. These letters mention, that 
two Polish Princes, of the family of Sapielia and 
Luberniirsky, lately arrived from Paris, tonfinn 
the reports of the misery in France for want or pro- 
vibion:^^ and give a particular innance of it ^ whicU 
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is, that on the <Jay Monsieur Rouille returned to 
Court, the common people gathered in crowds about 
the Dauphin's coach, crying, " Peace and bread, 
bread and peace." 

*^* Mrs. DistafF has taken upon her, while she 
writes this paper, to turn her thoughts wholly to 
the service of her own sex, and to propose remedies 
against the greatest vexations attending female life. 
She has for this end written a small treatise con- 
cerning the Second Word, with an appendix on the 
use of a Reply, very proper for all such as are mar- 
ried to persons either ill-bred or ill-natured. There 
is in tliis tract a digression for the use of virgins, 
concerning the words/ I will. 

A gentlewoman who has a very delicate ear, wants 
a maid who can whisper, and help her in the go- 
vernment of her family. If the said servant can 
clear-starch, lisp, and tread softly, she shall have 
suitable encouragement in her wages. 
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